
STUDENT 
SESSIONS   
2022

Sydney Writers’ Festival and  
the NSW Education Standards Authority present



Join some of the 
brightest minds in the 
nation for a compelling 
and challenging program 
of talks, specially 
curated to complement 
the school curriculum 
in ways that educate 
and enlighten.

Led by widely renowned writers and 
thinkers, each an authority across 
literature, film, theatre, media,  and 
more, Student Sessions is rich in 
learning opportunities for secondary 
school students. The program builds 
on student’s classroom learning, 
extending their capacity for creative 
and critical thinking and inspiring 
a deeper understanding of society, 
language and storytelling.

Student Sessions is presented in 
partnership with the NSW Education 
Standards Authority (NESA) at 
established theatres at Carriageworks.

Recommended for Years 9 to 12.

There is one free teacher’s ticket 
allocated per event for every 
20 paying students. Additional 
teachers can purchase tickets at 
student prices.

Please book online at  
swf.org.au/student-sessions-2022.

Booking forms are processed in  
order of receipt.

Visit swf.org.au/education-faqs for 
the latest COVID Safe information, 
our venues’ COVID Safety Plans, 
and payment terms and conditions.

Disclaimer: Details in this brochure are correct at the time of publication.
Sydney Writers’ Festival reserves the right to add, withdraw, or substitute
artists, and to vary the program should the need arise. Please note that a
waiting list is kept for booked out Student Sessions.

WELCOME TO  

STUDENT SESSIONS 

Core Funders Principal Partner 

For more information 
If you have any questions, please 
contact the Sydney Writers’ Festival 
box office team:  
ticketing@swf.org.au   
(02) 9256 4200

Please note, books by featured authors 
will be available for purchase on the day.

Each Student Session runs for 45 
minutes. You can create your own 
schedule of sessions with options 
to select one, two or three sessions 
per student.

Discounts are available when you 
purchase multiple sessions.

Ticket prices are:
• $30 per student for three events
• $24 per student for two events
• $15 per student for one event.

Sydney Writers’ Festival  
Level 3, 10 Hickson Road, NSW 2000  |  swf.org.au

 DATE AND VENUE 

Wednesday 18 May, 10am–2.15pm
Carriageworks, 245 Wilson Street, 
Eveleigh

BOOKING

Sydney Writers’ Festival acknowledges the 29 clans of the Eora Nation, the Traditional Owners of the land on which the 
Festival takes place. We extend this acknowledgement to all Traditional Owners of the land on which these events take 
place. We pay our respects to Elders past, present and emerging.



10am
THE CRITICAL VIEWER:  
MARGARET AND DAVID
For many, the wonder of cinema is purely found in its capacity to 
entertain. But studying cinema, and learning to engage with it critically, 
can deepen your understanding of the complex and fascinating 
relationship between screen, viewer and the wider world. In Australia, 
few film critics have become as widely renowned as David Stratton and 
Margaret Pomeranz. The two use their unparalleled ability and decades-
long experience unpicking everything from Hollywood blockbusters 
to arthouse favourites to share how learning the craft of cinema offers 
new perspectives of art, people and the world.

Curriculum links: English; Drama; Visual Arts; Screen and Media; 
Photographic and Digital Media; Photography, Video and Digital Imaging

11.45am
WORDS ON SHOW:  
WRITING FOR PERFORMANCE 
Language changes when read aloud; previously unheard 
rhythms, timbres and tones come alive off the page. So, how do 
you approach writing a play or spoken-word poem – language 
designed to be performed? How is it different to writing a novel 
or short story, for instance?

Bornean-Australian rapper, poet and author Omar Musa (Here 
Come the Dogs and Killernova) and Gamilaroi actor, writer and 
director Megan Wilding (A Little Piece of Ash and GAME. SET. 
MATCH.) share how they write for performance, what it feels 
like to hear and see your words in motion, and how to plan and 
prepare when creating your own work of performative writing. 
The two speak with writer and performer Maeve Marsden 
(Queerstories).

Curriculum links: English; Drama; Music 

11.45am
TRUST ME, I’M A JOURNALIST
We would all like to think of ourselves as critical readers, adept at 
working out what sources to believe and which ones to approach 
with scepticism. But how do we make that assessment when 
consuming media and how do our best journalists navigate their 
responsibility to the truth?

Rick Morton is the author of two memoirs – One Hundred Years 
of Dirt and My Year of Living Vulnerably – and an award-winning 
senior reporter for The Saturday Paper. Journalist, poet and 
author Erik Jensen is the editor-in-chief of Schwartz Media as well 
as Rick’s editor. The two take apart the process of making news 
– from taking an idea through to publication, finding sources and 
checking facts – and talk through their relationship with each 
other, their readers and the story. Together, they ask: what are 
the underlying principles and practices of journalism that make 
it worthy of our trust?

Curriculum links: English; Drama; Screen and Media

1.30pm
FOR THE LOVE OF 
SHAKESPEARE
William Shakespeare is widely regarded as one of the greatest 
writers in the English language. Far from being dry or hard to 
understand, Shakespearean language is magical, gruesome, 
hilarious and provocative.

Join award-winning actor and acclaimed director John Bell, 
founder of Bell Shakespeare, and actor Geraldine Hakewill, star 
of Sydney Theatre Company’s recent production of Julius Caesar, 
as they explore the delights The Bard has to offer. John and 
Geraldine will unpack how Shakespeare uses language to explore 
challenging, comedic and conflicting themes about humanity, 
society and relationships.

Curriculum links: English; Drama

1.30pm
NEW GOLD MOUNTAIN:  
CHINESE-AUSTRALIAN STORIES 
FROM HISTORY
Many works of fiction have looked to history for inspiration, but 
there are still countless stories yet to be told and new voices to 
hear from well-known events.

Drama series New Gold Mountain is a gripping murder-mystery 
that explores the experiences of Chinese miners in the Victorian 
goldfields during the 1850s gold rush. Director Corrie Chen and 
producer Kylie du Fresne, who worked together on the show, 
discuss drawing creative inspiration from historical events, the 
importance of sharing diverse perspectives on history and the 
changing way history is depicted in popular culture.

Curriculum links: English; History; Drama; Photographic and 
Digital Media; Photography, Video and Digital Imaging

THE PROGRAM
Each talk runs for 45 minutes and all sessions are stand-alone. Create your own schedule of sessions.

10.45–11.45am Morning break

12.30–1.30pm Lunch break

10am
CRAFTING CONFLICT
Great stories need conflict for the plot to progress – but what 
is conflict? And how do writers come up with new and exciting 
ideas to propel their characters forward?

Claire G. Coleman is a Wirlomin Noongar writer whose 
novels (The Old Lie and Terra Nullius) play out in fast-paced 
intergalactic and post-apocalyptic dystopian settings. New 
Zealand–born writer J.P. Pomare’s thrillers (Call Me Evie and 
The Last Guests) use tension and suspense to keep readers 
guessing. These two acclaimed writers speak with author 
Roanna Gonsalves about creating compelling conflict on the page.

Curriculum links: English; Photographic and Digital Media; 
Photography, Video and Digital Imaging



John Bell 
John Bell has been a key 
figure in shaping the 
nation’s theatrical identity 
over the past 50 years. 
As co-founder of Nimrod 
Theatre Company, John 

presented many landmark Australian plays, and in 
1990, he founded The Bell Shakespeare Company. 
John is an Officer of the Order of Australia and 
the Order of the British Empire, and published 
Some Achieve Greatness: Lessons on leadership 
from Shakespeare and one of his greatest 
admirers in 2020. 

Geraldine 
Hakewill
Geraldine Hakewill is a 
graduate from WAAPA 
and can currently be 
seen as the lead in 
Season 2 of Ms Fisher’s 

Modern Murder Mysteries. She was last seen 
in the hit psychological thriller, Wakefield and 
was nominated for a Logie Award for Most 
Outstanding Newcomer for her performance in 
Wanted. Geraldine has appeared in numerous 
theatre roles for many of the major companies 
around Australia, including as Mark Antony in 
Kip Williams’ recent production of Julius Caesar 
for the Sydney Theatre Company and as Lady 
Macbeth opposite Jai Courtney in Melbourne 
Theatre Company’s Macbeth directed by 
Simon Phillips. 

Rick Morton
Rick Morton is an 
award-winning journalist 
and author of three 
non-fiction books. 
My Year of Living 
Vulnerably documents 

the rediscovery of love after a Complex PTSD 
diagnosis. His debut memoir, One Hundred 
Years of Dirt, became a national bestseller 
and was a finalist in multiple awards. He is 
also the author of On Money. Rick is a senior 
reporter at The Saturday Paper where he covers 
social policy, national affairs and science. His 
forthcoming book, Growing Up In Country 
Australia, will be released in March 2022.

Omar Musa
Omar Musa is a  
Bornean-Australian 
author and poet from 
Queanbeyan, Australia.
He has released three 
poetry books (including 

Parang and Millefiori), four hip-hop records, 
written an acclaimed one-man play (Since Ali 
Died), and received a standing ovation at TEDx 
Sydney at the Sydney Opera House. His debut 
novel Here Come the Dogs was published in 
2014 and was longlisted for the International 
Dublin Literary Award and the Miles Franklin 
Award. Musa was named one of The Sydney 
Morning Herald’s Young Novelists of the Year 
in 2015.

J.P. Pomare
J.P. Pomare is an award-
winning writer whose 
work has been widely 
published. His debut 
novel, Call Me Evie, was 
critically acclaimed and 

won the Ngaio Marsh Award for Best First Novel. 
J.P.’s novels In The Clearing and The Last Guests 
were critically acclaimed bestsellers, while his 
novel Tell Me Lies was a number-one Audible 
bestseller and was shortlisted for the Ngaio 
Marsh Award for Best Novel and the Ned Kelly 
Award for Best Crime Fiction. His latest novel 
is The Last Guests.

Corrie Chen
Corrie Chen is an award-
winning filmmaker and 
a highly sought after 
television director. 
Her work ranges from 
comedy to drama, fiction 

to documentary, and has screened extensively 
at academy-accredited film festivals around the 
world. Born in Taiwan, Corrie is naturally drawn 
to stories that explore the themes of identity 
and belonging. Her directing credits include 
New Gold Mountain; SBS series Homecoming 
Queens; the Emmy-nominated Mustangs 
FC; Five Bedrooms; Sisters; SeaChange and 
Wentworth. In 2020, she was named one of the 
Asian-Australian Leadership Summit’s 40 Under 
40 Most Influential Asian-Australians. 

MEET THE SPEAKERS 

Erik Jensen
Erik Jensen is the award-
winning author of On 
Kate Jennings; Acute 
Misfortune, which was 
developed into a film; and 
the Quarterly Essay The 

Prosperity Gospel. He is founding editor of The 
Saturday Paper and editor-in-chief of Schwartz 
Media. His latest book is his debut collection of 
poems I said the sea was folded: Love poems.

Kylie du 
Fresne
Kylie du Fresne is the 
producer of SBS’s New 
Gold Mountain and is 
a partner at Goalpost 
Pictures, where she 

produces both television and feature films. 
Some of her many film and television credits 
include ABC TV’s Cleverman and hit films The 
Invisible Man, The Sapphires, Holding the 
Man and Top End Wedding. Kylie’s films have 
received numerous awards including LOGIE 
Awards, AACTA (AFI) and a Crystal Bear at the 
Berlin Film Festival.

Claire G. 
Coleman
Claire G. Coleman is 
a Wirlomin Noongar 
woman whose 
ancestral country is 
on the south coast of 

Western Australia. Born in Perth, she has 
spent most of her life in Naarm (Melbourne). 
Her debut novel Terra Nullius was published 
in Australia and the US and was followed by a 
second novel, The Old Lie. Claire’s most recent 
release and her first non-fiction book is Lies, 
Damned Lies: A Personal Exploration of the 
Impact of Colonisation, which was published 
in September 2021.

Margaret 
Pomeranz
Margaret Pomeranz AM 
co-hosted The Movie 
Show on SBS and At The 
Movies on ABC with David 
Stratton for nearly three 

decades. She has served as a member of the 
Advertising Standards Board, is a past president 
of the Film Critics Circle of Australia and has been 
both president and vice-president of Watch on 
Censorship. Margaret also presented a movies and a 
review program Screen on Foxtel. She was selected 
for the Playwrights Studio at NIDA, after which she 
began writing for television, radio and film.

David Stratton
David Stratton was the 
director of the Sydney Film 
Festival from 1966–1983. 
He contributes film 
reviews to The Australian 
and is the author of two 

books on Australian cinema: The Last New Wave 
and The Avocado Plantation. From 1981–2004 he 
presented films on SBS Television and was, with 
Margaret Pomeranz, co-host of The Movie Show 
from 1986–2004. In July 2004, Margaret and David 
moved to ABC television with their show, At The 
Movies. David’s latest book, My Favourite Movies, 
was released in 2021.

Megan 
Wilding
Megan Wilding, a proud 
Gamilaroi woman, is a 
prolifically talented actor, 
writer and director. She has 
appeared in leading roles 

in Banging Denmark and Blackie Blackie Brown for 
the Sydney Theatre Company and The Rover for 
Belvoir St Theatre. Her television credits include 
Sheilas, The Edge of the Bush and The Other 
Guy. Winner of the 2017 Balnaves Foundation 
Indigenous Playwright’s Award, Megan also 
wrote and directed the acclaimed A Little Piece 
of Ash, and directed Exit the King for Redline 
Productions at The Old Fitzroy. Megan was 
awarded the 2021 Griffin Award for new Australian 
playwriting for her play GAME. SET. MATCH.


