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WELCOME TO  
PRIMARY SCHOOL DAYS
Join us for an engaging and educational 
journey into the world of literature
Sydney Writers’ Festival’s Primary School Days program is designed to 
inspire the next generation of readers and storytellers. 

Our hugely popular sessions bring renowned children’s authors and 
illustrators to primary students for a fun, interactive and educational day 
that deepens their love of reading and writing.

During four 45-minute sessions, writers and illustrators talk about their 
craft, share their discoveries and take questions from students. 

The Primary School Days program is best suited to school children in Years 3 to 6.

 DATES AND VENUES 
Tuesday 23 May 
The Concourse Concert Hall, 
Chatswood

Wednesday 24 & Tuesday 30 May 
*Sydney Town Hall

Thursday 25 May 
Riverside Theatres, Parramatta

NEW VENUE 
Friday 26 May 
The Pavilion Performing Arts Centre, 
Sutherland

Monday 29 May  
Joan Sutherland Performing Arts 
Centre, Penrith 

*Sydney Town Hall is free for NSW schools 
with an ICSEA value under 1000.

Please note, capacity is limited for the 
free events at Sydney Town Hall. We 
recommend you book early.

Core Funders Principal Partner 

Sydney Writers’ Festival 
acknowledges the 29 clans 
of the Eora Nation, the 
Traditional Owners of the 
land on which the Festival 
takes place. We extend 
this acknowledgement to 
all Traditional Owners of 
the land on which these 
events take place. We pay 
our respects to Elders, past 
and present.

TICKETS 
$25 per student (there is one 
free teacher ticket per 20 paying 
students)

$25 per (additional) teacher 
Tickets to Sydney Town Hall are 
free for primary schools with an 
ICSEA value under 1000.

BOOKING
You can book online at swf.org.au 

If you have any questions, 
please contact:
ticketing@swf.org.au  
(02) 9256 4200



THE PROGRAM

THE 40,000- 
YEAR-OLD HERO
Jordan Gould and Richard Pritchard 
want you to meet Wylah: a brave, 
clever and strong-willed girl who is 
best friends with giant megafauna 
animals. Wylah is on a quest to save 
her people but she’ll need to become 
a warrior first. Wylah: The Koorie 
Warrior is a heart-stopping and 
imaginative adventure, inspired by 
First Nations history and grounded 
in culture. Jordan and Richard take 
students  through the creation of this 
series, and along the way students 
learn an Indigenous language 
and help design a megafauna 
creature that will become a part 
of Wylah’s world. 

THIS TIME IT’S 
PERSONAL
Before she wrote books for children, 
Maryam Master wrote plays for 
children, adapting works by famous 
authors such as David Walliams. 
However, her latest novel is adapted 
from a place much more personal: 
her life. Maryam was born in Iran 
and arrived in Australia as a refugee 
at the age of nine. Join Maryam to 
hear about her career as a writer 
and No Words, her compassionate 
and hopeful book based on her own 
experiences of fleeing persecution.  

SKANDAR AND THE 
UNICORN THIEF
Soar into a world of heroes and 
unicorns as you’ve never seen them 
before. Written by English author 
A.F. Steadman, Skandar and the 
Unicorn Thief is the first book in an 
epic new adventure series where 
unicorns are real, but they’re also 
deadly! Get ready to hear about 
the inspiration behind the series, 
the story of how A.F. became an 
author, what SKY BATTLES and 
ELEMENTAL MAGIC are, and of 
course, FEROCIOUS UNICORNS!

EXPLOSIVE 
STORYTELLING
Cristy Burne works at the 
intersection of story, science, 
technology and creativity. She was 
a journalist at CERN (home of the 
Large Hadron Collider!), performed 
at Questacon (as part of a science 
circus!) and worked in a ute (as a 
rubbish collector!). She has also 
bungee-jumped, sky-dived, back-
packed – and exploded sewage on 
her neighbour. Now Cristy writes 
books brimming with her love for 
all things scientific. Expect the 
unexpected! Safety goggles advised.

 TIMETABLE
9.30am  Arrive at venue
10am  Morning sessions
11.30am  Lunch break
12.30pm  Afternoon sessions
2pm  Finish
All sessions run for 45 minutes. 
We recommend students bring 
their own lunch. Please note, 
signed books will be available for 
purchase on the day.

The Primary School Days program 
is hosted by celebrated author and 
larrikin Adrian Beck.



MEET THE AUTHORS 

ADRIAN BECK
Adrian Beck writes funny, action-
packed stories for kids including 
Furball, the Derek Dool series, 
and the Little Legends series with 
Nicole Hayes. As well as being an 
author, Adrian is a TV producer and 
a lover of very bad ‘dad jokes’. Adrian 
is passionate about fostering a love 
of reading in the next generation.

MARYAM MASTER
Maryam Master is a screenwriter 
and playwright who loves creating 
shows for young audiences. 
Maryam’s first novel, Exit Through 
the Gift Shop, was shortlisted 
for the CBCA Book of the Year 
for Younger Readers, shortlisted 
for the ABIA Book of the Year for 
Younger Children, and was Highly 
Commended in the NSW Premier’s 
Literary Awards. No Words is her 
latest book.

RICHARD 
PRITCHARD
Richard Pritchard is a New 
Zealand–born Samoan man. His 
passion for visual storytelling has 
led him to work in film, animation, 
commercials and video games. He 
has worked on feature films such as 
The Great Gatsby, Happy Feet, Mad 
Max: Fury Road and Prometheus as 
a visual effects artist. He is the co-
author and illustrator of the Wylah: 
The Koorie Warrior series.

A.F. STEADMAN
A.F. Steadman grew up in the Kent 
countryside, getting lost in fantasy 
worlds and scribbling stories in 
notebooks. Before focusing on 
writing, she worked in law, until 
her love for stories led her down 
a different path and towards 
the world of Skandar. She is a 
passionate reader citing fantasy as 
one of her favourite genres to read. 
Skandar and the Unicorn Thief is 
her debut series.  

CRISTY BURNE
Cristy Burne’s books have been 
shortlisted for the WA Premier’s Book 
Awards, the WA Young Readers Book 
Award, and the Wilderness Society’s 
Environment Award for Children’s 
Literature, and have been recognised 
as Notable Books in the Children’s Book 
Council of Australia Awards. Cristy’s 
latest titles include the co-authored 
Wednesday Weeks science-meets-
fantasy series of comedy adventures.

JORDAN GOULD
Jordan Gould is a Peek Whurrong 
man from Warrnambool, Victoria. 
He performs Welcome to Country 
ceremonies at corporate and private 
gatherings and is passionate about 
teaching and talking to groups about 
culture, language and reconciliation. 
He is the co-author of the Wylah: the 
Koorie Warrior series.

Disclaimer: Details in this brochure are correct at the time of publication. Sydney Writers’ 
Festival reserves the right to add, withdraw, or substitute artists, and to vary the program 
should the need arise. Please note that a waiting list is kept for booked out School Days.


