
SECONDARY 
SCHOOL  
DAYS 
 22–25 May 2023



Hear from some of the world’s 
exciting literary talents

Core Funders

Over four 45-minute sessions, 
students will be inspired and 
challenged through thoughtful 
discussion of literature and ideas. 
Authors will share insights into 
the writing process, invite students 
to consider new perspectives, 
and encourage them in their own 
creative pursuits.   

The Secondary School Days program 
is programmed with students in 
Years 7 to 10 in mind but is suitable 
for all high-school students. 

Sydney Writers’ Festival
acknowledges the 29 clans of
the Eora Nation, the Traditional
Owners of the land on which the
Festival takes place. We extend this
acknowledgement to all Traditional
Owners of the land on which these
events take place. We pay our
respects to Elders, past and present.

TICKETS
$29 per student (there is one 
free teacher ticket per 20 paying 
students)

$29 per (additional) teacher 

Tickets to Sydney Town Hall are 
free for secondary schools with 
an ICSEA value under 1000. 

BOOKING
You can book online at: swf.org.au 

If you have any questions, 
please contact:
ticketing@swf.org.au 
(02) 9256 4200

WELCOME TO
SECONDARY SCHOOL DAYS

DATES AND VENUES 
Monday 22 May
The Concourse, Chatswood

Tuesday 23 May
Joan Sutherland Performing  Arts 
Centre, Penrith

NEW VENUE 
Wednesday 24 May 
The Pavilion Performing  Arts 
Centre, Sutherland 
Supported by UNSW Sydney.

Thursday 25 May

*Sydney Town Hall

*Sydney Town Hall is free for NSW schools
with an ICSEA value under 1000.

Principal Partner Premier Partner



JEREMY LACHLAN: 
ON INSPIRATION 
Jane Doe is back and bigger than 
ever! Jane Doe and the Quill of All
Tales marks the start of a brand-new 
action-adventure duology – and 
you can join Jeremy Lachlan to hear 
how it all began. The farmlands of 
Griffith, NSW, where Jeremy was 
born and raised, are a huge leap away 
from Bluehaven, the Manor and the 
Otherworlds. So where do his stories 
come from, how does he nurture his 
creativity and what does it take to 
craft an epic blockbuster? 

JANE GODWIN:  
ON DEVELOPMENT 
Jane Godwin writes across all ages, 
from picture books to YA fiction. She 
also had a long career as a publisher, 
helping other writers make their 
books the best they can be. One 
thing Jane’s learnt is that there’s 
no formula for writing a successful 
story – but she can share how she 
develops her ideas, often starting 
from incidental episodes or small 
observations in her own life. Learn 
how Jane blends characters, plot and 
narrative tension to build dramatic 
and truthful tales that tackle the 
tough subjects. 

LILI WILKINSON: 
ON CREATIVITY
Lili Wilkinson’s many books cross 
multiple ages and genres including 
tense thrillers and heartfelt dramas. 
Her latest YA novel, A Hunger of 
Thorns, is the first volume in a 
fantasy series about witches. Lili 
discusses the creative process and 
what attracts her to each new and 
varying project. Find out how she 
creates these rich and expansive 
worlds, and how she stops them 
from bleeding into each other. 

JASON REYNOLDS: 
ON AUTHENTICITY
Bestselling author and Newbery 
Award Honoree Jason Reynolds’ 
novels are compassionate and timely, 
and always feature an exciting range 
of diverse characters. He speaks 
about writing and literature with 
a passion that is both electrifying 
and infectious. In this session, Jason 
shares his love for storytelling while 
delving into topics like authenticity, 
connection, and imagination. He’ll 
challenge and encourage students to 
create and share their own stories.

TIMETABLE 
9.30am   Arrive at venue
10am  Morning sessions  
11.30am Lunch break 
12.30pm  Afternoon sessions 
2pm  Finish 

All sessions run for 45 minutes. 
We recommend students bring 
their own lunch. Please note, 
signed books will be available for 
purchase on the day. 

THE PROGRAM

The Secondary School Days 
program is hosted by author 
Lauren Draper.



LAUREN DRAPER
Lauren Draper is a Melbourne-based 
writer and publishing professional. She 
is a graduate of RMIT’s Professional 
Writing and Editing program and loves 
nothing more than a story infused with 
magic, hijinks and a touch of nostalgia. 
Her debut novel, The Museum of 
Broken Things, was published in June 
2020, and has been shortlisted for the 
Text Prize and Readings Young Adult 
Book Prize. Her work for ‘grown-ups’ 
has also been longlisted in the 2019 
Richell Prize and appeared in various 
nonfiction publications. She grew up 
in Western Australia, mostly on land 
but often in water.

JASON REYNOLDS
Jason Reynolds is a #1 New York 
Times bestselling author of many 
award-winning books, including 
All American Boys; Long Way 
Down; When I Was the Greatest; 
and Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, 
and You. The recipient of a CILIP 
Carnegie Medal, a Newbery Award, 
a Printz Award, an NAACP Image 
Award and multiple Coretta Scott 
King awards, Jason was also the 
2020–2022 US National Ambassador 
for Young People’s Literature. His 
latest book is the remarkable graphic 
novel Oxygen Mask (illustrated by 
street artist Jason Griffin), intimately 
set within the walls of a family home 
and an insight into the COVID years, 
climate change and activism.

LILI WILKINSON
Lili Wilkinson is the author of over 
16 books for children and teenagers. 
She established insideadog.com.au 
and the Inky Awards at the Centre 
for Youth Literature, State Library 
of Victoria. Lili has a PhD in Creative 
Writing from the University of 
Melbourne, and now spends most of 
her time reading and writing books 
for teenagers. She is also the lead 
writer on the Future You project, 
an Australian government initiative 
from the Ambassador for Women 
in STEM. Her latest books are The 
Erasure Initiative and A Hunger 
of Thorns.

JEREMY LACHLAN
Bestselling author Jeremy Lachlan 
was born and raised on Wiradjuri 
country, in Griffith, New South 
Wales. His debut novel, Jane Doe 
and the Cradle of All Worlds, has 
been published in over 15 countries 
around the world, translated into 
nine languages, and was the 2019 
Australian Book Industry Award 
winner for Book of the Year for 
Older Children. Its second part, Jane 
Doe and the Key of All Souls, was 
shortlisted for the same award in 2021. 
His latest book is Jane Doe and the 
Quill of All Tales. A former bookseller, 
he now calls Sydney home. 

JANE GODWIN 
Jane Godwin is the highly acclaimed 
author of over 35 books for children 
and young people, across all styles 
and ages. Her work is published 
internationally and she has received 
many commendations. Her powerful 
novels for teenagers include Falling 
from Grace, As Happy as Here, When 
Rain Turns to Snow and A Walk in 
the Dark. Jane was the Children’s 
Publisher at Penguin Books 
Australia for many years, where she 
produced books for a wide range 
of readers. Jane loves working with 
young people in schools and the 
community, exploring ideas, stories 
and writing together. 

Disclaimer: Details in this brochure are correct at the time of 
publication. Sydney Writers’ Festival reserves the right to add, 
withdraw, or substitute artists, and to vary the program should 
the need arise. 

MEET THE AUTHORS




