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   MINUTES OF TOWN OF GAWLER 
GAWLER HERITAGE COLLECTION COMMITTEE MEETING 

HELD AT THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, GAWLER CIVIC CENTRE, 89-91 MURRAY ST, 
GAWLER SA 5118 

ON THURSDAY, 11 JULY 2019 AT 4:00 PM 

 

PRESENT:  Mayor Karen Redman, Cr Cody Davies, Cr Diane Fraser, Cr Paul Koch, Ms 
Debra Good, Ms Margaret Howse 

STAFF IN ATTENDANCE:   

    Mr David Barrett, Manager Business Enterprises & Communications 

    Ms Jacinta Weiss, Cultural Heritage Centre Coordinator 

    Ms Sara Preece, Minute Taker 

1 STATEMENT OF ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

We would like to acknowledge this land that we meet on today is the traditional lands for the Kaurna 
people and that we respect their spiritual relationship with their country. We also acknowledge the 
Kaurna people as the custodians of the greater Adelaide region and that their cultural and heritage 
beliefs are still as important to the living Kaurna people today. 

2 ATTENDANCE RECORD    

2.1 Roll Call 

  As above 

2.2 Apologies  

   Nil 

2.3 Motions to Grant Leave of Absence 

  Nil 

2.4 Leave of Absence  

  Ms Judy Gillett-Ferguson – 14 June 2019 to 19 July 2019, inclusive 

  Ms Helen Hennessy – 17 June 2019 to 18 September 2019, inclusive 

2.5 Non-attendance    

  Nil   

3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

  Nil 

4 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  GHCC:2019:07:025  

Moved: Mayor K Redman 
Seconded: Ms D Good 

That the minutes of the Gawler Heritage Collection Committee Meeting held on 13 June 
2019 be confirmed as a true and correct record. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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5 BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES 

MOTION – CORRESPONDENCE 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  GHCC:2019:07:026  

Moved: Mayor K Redman 
Seconded: Cr C Davies  

That correspondence from Steven Kaesler be tabled and included in the Minutes. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

6 OFFICER REPORTS 

6.1 REVISED TERMS OF REFERENCE 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  GHCC:2019:07:027  

Moved: Mayor K Redman 
Seconded: Cr D Fraser  

That the Gawler Heritage Collection Committee recommends to Council that it adopts the 
revised Gawler Heritage Collection Committee Terms of Reference as presented. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

6.2 CULTURAL HERITAGE CENTRE BUDGET UPDATE - JULY 2019 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  GHCC:2019:07:028  

Moved: Cr C Davies 
Seconded: Cr D Fraser  

That the Gawler Heritage Collection Committee notes the Cultural Heritage Centre Budget 
Update - July 2019 report.   

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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6.3 DEACCESSIONING PLAN 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  GHCC:2019:07:029  

Moved: Mayor K Redman 
Seconded: Ms D Good  

That the Gawler Heritage Collection Committee recommends to Council that it notes 

1. The process for how items will be managed for deaccessioning from the Gawler 

Heritage Collection; 

2. That a Procedure for deaccessioning will be developed by staff and be brought back 

to the Committee at a future meeting. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

6.4 EXHIBITION CALENDAR 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION  GHCC:2019:07:030  

Moved: Mayor K Redman 
Seconded: Cr C Davies 

That the Gawler Heritage Collection Committee: 

1. Notes this report regarding options to host touring exhibitions  
2. That staff develop a concept for a short term exhibition to be presented from April 

to June 2020 celebrating the 150th Anniversary of the laying of the Foundation Stone 
of the Institute and present the concept to a future Committee meeting; 

3. Requests that Council Staff further develop exhibition concepts based on the 
discussions at this meeting and the contents of this report, associated timelines 
and budgets and present these concepts to a future meeting of this Committee for 
consideration; 

4. Notes the importance of exhibition design and curation in any exhibition that occurs 
in the Heritage Gallery. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

7 ITEMS LISTED FOR DISCUSSION 

 7.1 Draft Tourism Plan 2020 

Mr Barrett provided a verbal update to the Committee on the proccess and timing of the Draft  
Plan. 

 7.2 Updated Motion List 

 Reviewed as presented in the Agenda. 

  

8 ITEMS LISTED FOR DISCUSSION AT FUTURE MEETINGS 

 8.1 Workplan update 

 8.2 Pianos 

 8.3 History Month 2020 
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9 QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

  Nil 

10 MOTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

  Nil 

11 CLOSE 

The Meeting closed at 4:57pm. 

12 NEXT ORDINARY MEETING 

Thursday 8 August 2019 commencing at 4:00pm. 

 

The minutes of this meeting were confirmed at the Gawler Heritage Collection Committee 
Meeting held on 8 August 2019. 

 

................................................... 

CHAIRPERSON 
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Correspondence from Steven Kaesler 

 

The Importance of Music to Cultural Heritage 

Music is deeply rooted in any culture. Can you imagine a wedding ceremony without background 
music or a church service without songs and hymns?  Everyday music goes beyond the classical 
form.  Music can even surround a time of year or describe a decade of questionable fashion: 
Christmas time with “Jingle Bells” or “Silent Night”, the 70’s with Bee Gee’s “Staying Alive”, or a 
football game with the winning team’s theme song.  In fact, one could look to any aspect of life and 
probably attach a song or tune to that experience. 

Music, although not a “physical” item, has as much importance to describing a culture as its physical 
counterparts, such as paintings, sculptures, and other memorial objects, not only in modern times, 
but in the past as well.  Music acts almost in a way opposite to language.  As language creates a 
barrier to one understanding a culture, music is about opening up and welcoming people.  Music 
welcomes complete strangers into their cultures and ways of life. 

At the Gawler Civic Centre, previously known as the Town Hall and Gawler Institute, there is a 
connection with music dating back to early days.  Its musical tradition are diverse and extensive.  
The Gawler Institute organisation had the cultural pursuit of good music at its very heart, which 
continued to the Institute Hall when it was opened in 1870.  The Institute Hall became the focal point 
of community music making in Gawler, it played host to all of the Town’s civic and social events and 
music was always played and heard. 

The much revered “Song of Australia”, with music by Carl Linger and lyrics by Caroline Carleton, is 
memorialised in the institute’s front balustrade.  The venue has been the performance base for 
numerous choirs, bands and music clubs, including the Gawler Music Club with its orchestra, the 
Gawler Choral Society and the Gawler Barossa Choir to name a few, the later with the formidable 
Boyd Dawkins as conductor.  My Gawler music teacher, Frieda Noack, a very accomplished pianist, 
often played solo items at these concerts on the Steinway grand piano on the hall stage.   

Right up until more recent times, schools, friendly societies, clubs, community and church groups all 
eagerly performed to anticipating audiences for concerts and events at the Institute hall.  It was the 
only large community space of its type around for performances and for audiences, it had a simple 
stately charm, and it possessed two highly prized musical instruments in its pianos – the 1925 
Steinway and the 1880 Bechstein.  

My theme here is the story of community music making where we all gain by participating - not just 
performers, but also audiences and others that help make it happen. 

With the recent opening of the revitalised Gawler Civic Centre, it is a good time to explore what 
opportunities exist for ongoing community music making at the centre, by reflecting on our past 
achievements and experiences and using these as a lens to view the future.   

To recoin an old phrase, I believe a hall without a musical instrument is like a body without a soul.  
So should a piano be a key part of the future, as it has been in the past?  A piano has the following 
benefits: 

 It’s a leading instrument of western music 

 It’s a highly versatile instrument and capable of playing any type of music an orchestra can 

play and with only one performer 

 Has the ability to create all musical styles and moods with pitches and lyrical fashion 

 Can be heard through almost any musical ensemble due to its sound capacities  

 Has proven well-being and social benefits. 

 Can be accessible with the right minimal supervision  

 Can be inclusive in its use 

 Can be diverse in its target groups 

 Can provide cultural connections across the community boundaries 
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A piano for a piano sake is however a folly, without a living musical community close around any 
instrument, it is a nice to have but useless.  Living connections to music culture within a community 
can be perceived as difficult to re-establish, but I believe there is potential here in Gawler. 

A valuable case study in terms of what can be achieved with a good musical instrument in a public 
space is found nearby in Tanunda where the Barossa Regional Gallery has recently realised the 
installation of the very significant 1877 Hill & Son Grand Organ in the Tanunda Soldiers Memorial 
Hall.  It is worth noting that the hall already possesses an original 1928 Australian built Wertheim 
Grand Piano, plus other instruments.  The hall did not need an organ - the organ needed a hall.   

This pipe organ was previously in the Adelaide Town Hall where it was much changed over time, 
which saw its replacement by a new instrument in 1989.  The old Hill & Son organ had much to offer 
if restored carefully back to original specification and condition, which was performed through the 
efforts of the Organ Historical Trust of Australia (OHTA) and the broader community over a period 
of 20 years!   

A very vibrant ”Friends of the Hill & Son Grand Organ” group was formed in 2000 and they 
successfully helped to re-engage a regional community in a long standing cultural connection to the 
pipe organ as a community instrument.  The Barossa community grabbed the opportunity of this 
project with both hands and ran with it.  They worked in concert with the OHTA to realise the project’s 
completion in 2014 and now its ongoing use.   

Tanunda now has a town hall, with a simple stately charm, and a valuable concert organ of 
international reputation.  The Hill & Son Grand Organ is used in concerts, with tourism, educational 
and other programs, bringing many thousands of new patrons to the community each year.  

The Barossa Council didn’t fund the project - this was done by the OHTA and the Friends of the Hill 
& Son Grand Organ.  The Council did however support the project by providing a space and also 
providing a collegiate steadfast belief in the benefits that the project would bring.  These benefits are 
there for all to see and hear - the value to the community is priceless. 

I believe it is worth exploring the installation of a musical instrument such as a good quality piano in 
the Gawler Civic Centre, which has a direct connection to our long standing musical heritage.  The 
community would be key to deciding if this has merit and, if so, how it might be realised with the right 
support in place.  There is proven benefits from a project of this nature. 

I hope this short essay helps generate adventurous musical thoughts and an interest in the pianos 
in the care of the Town of Gawler community. 

  

Steven Kaesler OAM 

 

Regarding Steven Kaesler OAM 

Some of my musical and artistic past times:  

 Chairperson of the Barossa Regional Gallery (BRG), Tanunda. 

 Acting Chair of the Organ Historical Trust of Australia (OHTA). 

 Project coordinator for the restoration of the very significant 1877 Hill & Son Grand Organ in 

the Barossa Regional Gallery, Tanunda SA, over a period of twenty years from 1994 to 

2014.  This organ was previously in the Adelaide Town Hall. 

 Organist at Gawler Lutheran Church. 

 Life member of the Adelaide Organ Music Society. 

My day job as Manager of Engineering Services with The Barossa Council helps afford my artistic 
participation. 

I gained a Medal of the Order of Australia (OAM) for service to community music through a range of 
roles in the 2015 Queen’s Birthday Honours. 

My home has always been in my much-loved Gawler.   
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