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2017/2018 Draft Budget 
 

The Draft 2017/18 Budget has been prepared by Council for public consultation purposes, and 
incorporates an operating surplus of approximately $333,000 and a proposed 3% General Rate 
increase from existing ratepayers. “Council is mindful of the impact that increasing costs can 
have on our community, and with this in mind is proposing a General Rate increase to 3% for 
existing ratepayers”, Mayor Redman said. 
 
The increase in the General Rate is expected to be partly offset by an estimated 5% reduction 
in the Waste Management Charge, resulting in a net rates increase for the average residential 
ratepayer of $35 (or 2.1%), excluding the State Government NRM levy. 
 
 
The Town of Gawler is one of the fastest growing Councils in South Australia. “The recent 
commercial developments in Evanston have provided new employment opportunities in Gawler. 
Future residential developments in Gawler East will provide increased trade for Gawler 
businesses as well as increased demand for services within the township thus providing more 
jobs for the local community.” Mayor Redman said. 
 
However, the rapid growth of new residential development does pose challenges for Council, 
most notably the extensive infrastructure that is gifted to Council from developers. Such 
infrastructure includes roads, footpaths, kerbs, stormwater drainage systems, playgrounds, 
parks and reserves. Pressure on existing community services also increases, and demand for 
bigger, more modern facilities will be a challenge but also an opportunity going forward. 
 
Council is considering the cost of ongoing management of the incoming infrastructure and the 
draft 2017/18 recurrent budget now presented proposes a sizeable financial increase for the 
allocation for additional maintenance costs associated with infrastructure provision in the new 
land divisions to the extent of approximately $432k in the next 12 months. These costs relate to 
civil and horticultural maintenance services that are currently required to manage this 
infrastructure. “Recognising the material impact of these new costs on the budget, Council will 
be investigating opportunities to reduce the financial impact of such infrastructure wherever 
possible”, noted Mayor Redman.  



 
 
 “The development of the Draft 2017/18 Budget is an important part of our planning, and has 
been guided by the various aspirational goals and strategies encapsulated within our 
Community Plan 2014-2024”, Mayor Redman said. 
 
Some of the proposed key initiatives for this year include: 
 

• Construction works associated with the restoration and refurbishment of the Town Hall 
and Gawler Institute 

• Installation of underground drainage infrastructure through lower Willaston 

• Structural remediation of the Gawler Mill Bridge 

• Stage 6 upgrade of Murray Street 

• Continuing the rehabilitation of the Gawler Aquatic Centre (Stage 3 of 5) 

• Continuing implementation of the Willaston Cemetery Action Plan (Stage 3 of 5) 

• Construction of 3.1kms of new footpaths 

• Design and construction of a Dog park 

• Replacement of irrigation systems, including South Gawler Oval 

• Replacement of playground at Adelaide Road/Fifth Street reserve 

• Resealing of 5.2kms of sealed roads 

• Upgrading of street lighting on Murray Road, Willaston 

• Development of Karbeethan Reserve Master Plan 

A comprehensive analysis of Council’s Draft 2017/18 Budget can be found at Council’s website: 
www.gawler.sa.gov.au  
 
Council welcomes public feedback on the Draft 2017/18 Budget. Public consultation closes at 
5pm on Wednesday 31 May 2017, and feedback can be provided via the following forums: 

• In writing, addressed to PO Box 130, Gawler SA 5118 

• Via e-mail to budget@gawler.sa.gov.au 

• Via Council’s Facebook page; 

• In person, (through a formal deputation or open public forum) at a Special Council 
meeting on Wednesday 7 June 2017 @ 7pm at the Town of Gawler Administration 
Centre, 43 High Street, Gawler East SA 5118 

 
Connect with Gawler: 
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/townofgawler 

http://www.gawler.sa.gov.au/
mailto:budget@gawler.sa.gov.au
http://www.facebook.com/townofgawler


 
Twitter:  www.twitter.com/townofgawler 
Instagram: @townofgawler 
You Tube: www.youtube.com/townofgawler 
 
 
ENDS 
 
The media may also wish to make contact with  
Mayor Karen Redman on 0421 839 359 
Henry Inat, Chief Executive Officer on 8522 9241 
Paul Horwood, Manager Finance & Corporate Services on 8522 9283 

http://www.twitter.com/townofgawler
http://www.youtube.com/townofgawler
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