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100 year old local marble used to restore Gawler’s WW1 War 
Memorial 
 
Gawler Council has completed significant heritage restoration works of the Gawler South 
WW1 War Memorial located on the Adelaide Road.  
 
Restoration experts have reinstated the Memorial soldier’s rifle and right hand which have 
been carved out of locally-sourced Angaston marble that was originally used to create the 
soldier statue in 1921. These restorations complete previous Council work of cleaning the 
Memorial and resetting the lettering on the Memorial base. 
 
‘Council staff worked closely with members of the Gawler RSL Sub Branch to make sure 
restoration to this significant Memorial was authentic and of the highest quality,’ says Gawler 
Mayor, Karen Redman. ‘We are grateful to the RSL members who were able to verify the 
type and size of the rifle needed.’ 
 
The Memorial has strong local community support and restoring the soldier’s hand and rifle 
to its original form presented Council staff with some challenges. Staff spent considerable 
time matching the new marble works with the parent marble of the statue that was quarried 
nearly 100 years ago. Barossa Quarries of Angaston located the old quarry pit where the 
original marble was sourced and a block of marble from the old pit was donated by quarry 
owners to the restoration project. 
 
‘For many years, the Memorial soldier’s hand was made of fibreglass and stood with a 
wooden rifle. These repairs were not up to standard and many residents asked Council to 
respectfully restore the Memorial’, says Mayor Redman. 
 
‘We started heritage restoration works in 2016 and we’re so grateful to Barossa Quarries for 
their help and generous donation of the marble to complete this project. I encourage all 
residents to visit the restored Memorial and pay homage to the sacrifice many Gawler men 
and women made to achieve a wonderful and safe country and community.’ 
 
Council and the Gawler RSL Sub Branch are now turning their joint attention to the 
development of a new all wars War Memorial. ‘Council and the Gawler RSL Sub-branch are 



   
now continuing to build on their collaborative partnership, by working on a new War 
Memorial in Pioneer Park’ says Mayor Redman.       
 
 
 
Connect with Gawler: 
 Facebook:  www.facebook.com/townofgawler 
 Twitter:  www.twitter.com/townofgawler 
 Instagram: @townofgawler 
 You Tube: www.youtube.com/townofgawler 
 
 
ENDS 
 
The media may also wish to make contact with  
Mayor Karen Redman on 0421 839 359 
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