
   
 
 

 
 

 
Significant Kaurna Site Lost 

 
Council has become aware that a scar tree on the Gawler River has been cut away from its stump and 
removed, losing this important cultural site forever. 
 
“The news that such a significant cultural site has been lost forever is upsetting for Council,” said Mayor 
Redman. “Kaurna heritage is extremely important to our community and to know that a part of this 
heritage has been lost as a result of illegal activity is real disappointment.” 
 
Council has been working with SA Police to investigate a range of illegal tree felling and removal from 
local reserves over the past month. Local SA Police patrols are conscious of theses suspicious 
activities and are actively monitoring various areas of interest.  
 
“This latest incident is by far the worst of these attacks. Trees can be replaced but such culturally 
significant items can’t,” Mayor Redman continued. “Council urges the public to report any suspicious 
activities to SA Police at the time they are occurring to increase the chances of catching people in the 
act.” 
 
A range of Aboriginal Cultural Heritage studies, assessments and surveys have been conducted along 
the North Para, South Para and Gawler River corridors. 26 Aboriginal sites within 500m of the entire 
course of these three rivers have been registered on the Aboriginal Affairs and Reconciliation Division 
of the Department of Premier and Cabinet’s Central Archive. These sites include painting sites, 
culturally modified trees, ochre quarries, fish traps, Corroboree sites, artefact sites, campsites and 
burial sites. Since these sites were registered, an additional two sites of significance have been 
identified in the Gawler River corridor. 1 
 
The scar tree trunk that has been illegally cut from its stump and removed for the Gawler River was one 
of these registered Aboriginal sites. Representatives from both Council and the Kaurna community met 
at the site of the scar tree’s remaining stump on Monday 21 October to further discuss the issue and 
plans for improved Aboriginal Cultural Heritage management in general. 
 

 
                                                 
1 Gawler East Urban Boundary Kaurna Cultural Heritage Assessment, Australian Cultural Heritage Management (ACHM), June 2010 
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Pictured are representatives from 
both Council and the Kaurna 
community. 



   
 

 
Connect with Gawler: 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/townofgawler  
Twitter: www.twitter.com/townofgawler 
Instagram: @townofgawler  
YouTube: www.youtube.com/townofgawler 
 
 
ENDS 
The media may make contact with Mayor Karen Redman on 0421 839 359 
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