APEX PARK TOILET DEVELOPMENT
GAWLER TOWN CENTRE DESIGN FRAMEWORK
The Apex Park Toilet Development
forms part of the strategic delivery
of the Gawler Town Centre Design
Framework that Council endorsed
in 2016 to provide an ongoing
commitment to the vitality of the Town
Centre.
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As part of this strategic document, three sites
were identified for future public toilets along Julian
and Whitelaw Terrace in both the short and long
term.

Illustration of Gawler Town Centre Design Framework showing new
public toilet development to Apex Park

Of the nominated sites, Apex Park (1) has been
prioritised for development as the lack of public
toilets is currently impacting community use of the
playground, open space and picnic areas.

In the future, additional public toilets will be
considered as part of a progressive upgrade of
the river corridor.

Additionally, the new public toilets at Apex Park
will also provide opportunities for entry signage
and landscape treatments that will increase the
amenity of Julian and Whitelaw Terrace.
The new public toilets at Apex Park will replace
the existing toilets located along Julian / Whitelaw
Terrace (opposite Walker Place) that are at the
end of asset life.
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Apex Park
(new toilet)

As a result of a successful grant
application for new public toilets at
Apex Park, an assessment was carried
out to examine three suitable locations
on the river edge, adjacent to the
playground and next to Julian Terrace.

Playground

The assessment found that Julian Terrace
was the preferred location as it increases the
functionality of the park without impacting on the
open space and amenity value of the area.

Julian Terrace

By reconfiguring the existing car parking, the
toilets can be accommodated at the entrance to
Apex Park, offering further benefits such as:

River Edge

• Easy access to the activated park and adjacent
walkways.

This approach is reflected in the Gawler Town
Centre Design Framework, which considers
the potential for a private sector lead kiosk
development with a cafe, tourist information and
public toilet located near the end of Tod Street
(2) or as part of a future redevelopment of the
Australia Post site (3).

• Disability parking bays directly adjacent new
public toilet with disability accessible toilets.

Site assessment of new public toilet location in Apex Park

• No impact on the open space, event space and
views to the river.

• Potential issues related to the proximity of the
toilets to the shelter and playground.

• Impact from service connections are
minimised.

• Significant utility service connections are
required which will likely damage the existing
significant trees in the area.

• No impact to culturally significant Moreton Bay
Fig tree roots.

• Loss of open space and capacity for events
due to the building footprint.

• Increased community safety due to passive.

The demolition of existing toilets and development
of new public toilets is currently funded as part
of the Walker Place Redevelopment ‘Places for
People’ grant.

• Necessity to introduce additional footpaths
within Apex Park that will reduce existing the
existing park green space.

The River Edge and Playground locations, colocate facilities in the park. However, there are
several concerns regarding the suitability of these
options, such as:

The assessment was presented to Council with
Julian Terrace as the preferred location.

• Built form on the river’s edge and the visual
separation that the building will create between
the open space and the footpath.

Further development of the design has been
undertaken and Council seeks your feedback
based on the information provided.

• There may be an adverse perception regarding
public toilets adjacent to barbecue areas.
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• Rainwater collection in-situ from
Apex Park toilet roof and passive
irrigation of surrounding garden beds
• Selection of renewable or low
embodied energy materials
• Use of low energy efficient SMART
technologies in toilet
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JULIAN TERRACE
5m

Four (4) unisex toilets with covered
access and one disability accessible
toilet
2. Two (2) disabled parking spaces
adjacent to Apex Park and toilets
providing compliant accessibility
3. Stone detail and signage to wall of
the toilet
4. New landscape areas with seating
and bin
5. New footpath surface (designed to
limit the impact on existing tree roots)
6. Bollards to provide improved
community safety and asset
protection around toilet
7. New garden beds with water
sensitive urban design (WSUD)
8. New public toilet location designed
to reduce the impact on existing
heritage trees
9. Toilet location visible from the street,
Apex Park and river in accordance
with best practice Crime Prevention
principles
10. Modification to three (3) car parks
spaces to enable the development
of toilet and disability accessible
parking bays
11. Improve community safety with autolocking doors to toilet
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RETENTIONOFCOMMUNITYARTWORK
GAWLER TOWN CENTRE DESIGN FRAMEWORK

OUTCOME OF DE-ACCESSIONING REVIEW

The Apex Park Toilet Development
forms part of the strategic delivery
of the Gawler Town Centre Design
Framework that Council endorsed
in 2016 to provide an ongoing
commitment to the vitality of the Town
Centre.

The Retention of the Community
Artwork provides a unique solution
to the demolition of the existing toilets
through maintaining the significance
of the community delivered artwork
and integration of a newly landscaped
public meeting place.

Based on the outcomes of the investigations,
including specialist advice regarding potential for
damage and associated costs of each option,
the Community Engagement Group unanimously
supported the retention of the community artwork
in it’s location as the preferred option and the
development of a park around the artwork. This
option:

The Gawler Town Centre Design Framework
identified strategic locations for the development
of new public toilets along Julian and Whitelaw
Terrace, both in the short and long term, as well
as provision for public art to enhance the river
corridor.

As part of the de-accessioning review, Council
established a Community Engagement Group
comprising of key stakeholders to provide
feedback on the future direction for the artwork.

• Improves the connection between Julian /
Whitelaw Terrace and Walker Place.

• Meets the requirement of the Walker Place
Redevelopment grant funding.

As the existing public toilets on Julian / Whitelaw
Terrace has reached the end of asset life, the
existing public toilets will be demolished and new
public toilets will be developed in Apex Park to
address the current needs of the community.

Early discussions highlighted the significance of
the artwork, being that:
• The artwork was developed as part of the
Northern Leap Project Group in collaboration
with Artist Colleen Atyeo and was unveiled by
Dr. Bruce Eastick, Mayor of Gawler on Friday
October 4, 1996.

• Further activates Julian and Whitelaw Terrace.

• Supports the Gawler Town Centre Design
Framework.

Illustration from the Gawler Town Centre Design Framework
showing the toilet relocated and the development of open space
with tree planting, seating and public art as a focal point to the
end of Walker Place

• The community delivered artwork is a
contemporary artistic interpretation of a historic
photo taken in that location of people boating
on an artificial lake by damming the South Para
River in the early 1900’s.

The demolition of the existing public toilets also
enables an opportunity to develop new open
space with tree planting, seating and public art as
a focal point to the end of Walker Place.
As there is existing community artwork fixed to
the Julian / Whitelaw Terrace public toilets that
will be demolished, Council staff followed the deaccessioning process defined within the Gawler
Public Art Framework to consider the future of
the community artwork.

• The artwork creates links between artistic
representations of leisure in Gawler at the
turn of the century and the reinterpretation
of the image in modern materials with an
age old tradition of mosaic picture making.
• The artwork is one of, if not, the most
prominent community delivered public
artworks in Gawler.

• Open up view to the river and will improve the
amenity of the area.
• Increases the function of the area by providing a
destination with new garden beds, seating and
accessible pathways.
It is therefore proposed that the walls surrounding
the mural will be clad with a stone facade in keeping
with the new public toilets proposed at Apex Park
and the amenity of the river corridor.
The proposed works required to retain the existing
mural are currently funded as part of the Walker
Place Redevelopment ‘Places for People’ grant.

Given the significance of the artwork
the following three options were further
investigated.

• Removing the mural, storing the artwork
and relocating in the future.

• Removing completely and
recommissioning the mural in the future.
• Retaining the mural walls and removing
the toilet structure.
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1. Public art wall retained with modified
columns and capping stones to top of
wall ($30,000)
2. Paved area with exposed aggregate
concrete ($12,000)
3. Seating, signage, bin, and lighting
($17,000)
4. New bitumen footpath access with
accessible kerb ramps ($6,000)
5. Landscaped garden beds with irrigation
and new shade trees ($12,500)
6. Existing minor vegetation removed to
increase visibility
Contingency Allocation of 20% ($15,500)
Estimated Total $93k (Grant Funded)
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ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY
• Reuse of toilet walls and retention of the
mural
• Reduction of hard paving and
replacement with garden beds (reduced
urban heat island effects and stormwater
runoff)
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JULIAN TERRACE

5m
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