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Existing Services Temporarily Relocated..........................................................................................
As the Town Hall and Institute buildings are closed, the Town of Gawler 
Customer Service and Library areas have been relocated. Customer 
Services are now provided at the new Town of Gawler Administration 
Centre, 43 High Street, Gawler East.

Full Library services can be accessed at the Evanston Gardens 
Library, 65 Angle Vale Road, Evanston Gardens and Gawler Sport and 
Community Centre, Nixon Terrace, Gawler. Pick up reservations and 
returns can also be accessed at the Town of Gawler Administration 
Centre.

Project Outcome..........................................................................................
The redevelopment of the State Heritage Listed Town Hall and Institute 
buildings will deliver a new library, gallery and performance spaces and 
house the Gawler Heritage Collection within a new Heritage Centre. It 
will also create a hub for Government, Economic and Social Enterprise 
and become the pre-eminent Cultural and Business Innovation Centre 
for the region.

The pre-eminent cultural and business 
innovation centre for the region

Momentum continues to build on the project with an 
increase in the average workforce tracking nominally 
around 50 workers per day. Works are centred on the 
Institute building which is the critical path for the project. 
The final concrete pour for the level 1 suspended slab 
occurred on Friday 6 July 2018. The temporary bracing 
internally on level 1 has been removed from the building 
as the structural connection between the new and existing 
buildings is complete. The southern elevation stonework 
to level 1 is complete and the final door openings are 
being formed. The re-roofing of the Institute Building 
has commenced and one third complete. Galvanised 
downpipes have also been installed to the northern 
elevation. The northern scaffold has been removed 
allowing the excavation of the northern light well to start.

The works in the Town Hall continue to focus on finalising 
level 1 and progressing ground and lower ground 
levels. Walls and ceilings are now being sheeted with 
plasterboard and flushing commenced. Services are 
progressing on each level with fire services pipework, 
mechanical services and electrical services. External re-
pointing to the eastern elevation continues.

The eastern elevation glazing to the new building works 
has been installed. External cladding framing has also 
commenced to the eastern elevation. Services are well 
advanced on both level 1 and the ground floor. Wall 
and ceiling sheeting has also progressed on both level 
1 and ground floor, door frames have been installed to 
the building core. Floor screeding has commenced in 
the amenities in readiness for tiling. Steel balustrade 
installation has also commenced to the building voids.
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This project is being jointly funded by the Australian Government through 
the National Stronger Regions Fund ($5.6M) and the Town of Gawler
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The first floor of the Institute building contains a Hall, Seating 
Gallery and Council Chambers. These distinct function 
spaces can be used separately or as a combined venue to 
assist a variety of community and corporate hirer groups. 
Performances, presentations, boutique conventions, dinners, 
conferences, live music, theatre and cabaret shows, along 
with visiting and local arts and cultural exhibitions can all be 
accommodated.

Also on this floor, the James Martin Room serves as a small 
function room in its own right, a meeting room, exhibition 
space or it can act as a foyer/reception area for the larger 
function spaces. 

All community and corporate groups are encouraged to 
register their interest in hiring a meeting room or function 
venue at the redeveloped Gawler Civic Centre.

For further information contact the Gawler Civic Centre 
Operations Coordinator. 

Phone: 8522 9267 
Email: civiccentreoperations@gawler.sa.gov.au

Function Venues and Meeting Rooms............................................................................
Community access to high quality meeting and function 
spaces is a key outcome for the Gawler Civic Centre 
redevelopment. 

The existing Town Hall is being refurbished to provide a 
range of meeting and workshop spaces. These spaces, 
across the lower ground, ground and first floors, range from 
an intimate three person meeting room to a larger twelve 
person boardroom. Community and corporate meetings, 
workshops, staff training or temporary office space are 
examples of the potential uses for these meeting rooms.

Heritage Collection Digitisation........................................................................
Heritage Collection is currently stored in a number of 
secure locations in both Gawler and Adelaide. It was 
determined that items of the Collection being stored at 
the National Storage facility at Hindmarsh would be the 
first priority of the digitisation project.

The facility is climate controlled and houses the older 
and/or more fragile items in the collection, together with 
the more significant artefacts.

Social Enterprise Café Operator............................................................................
Council is pleased to announce that Red Centre 
Enterprises has been engaged to manage the Social 
Enterprise Café within the Gawler Civic Centre. Red Centre 
Enterprises will operate an Australian Bush Foods Social 
Enterprise Café that uses the best of local South Australian 
produce, provides high quality meals and has a significant 
positive impact within the local community.

Red Centre Enterprises is an agribusiness that works 
to give Indigenous communities access to commercial 
markets for produce, and to generate employment. 
Owners, Nadia Matko and Paul Keily (Yuandamarra is his 
tribal name), have been growing and harvesting Australian 
natives for selected mainstream markets for more than 
20 years, and are now sustainably commercialising their 
operations through Red Centre.

The Social Enterprise Café provides the opportunity 
for local employment as well as real education, training 
and employment pathways for the broader community. 
In support of Council’s Reconciliation Action Plan, Red 
Centre Enterprises will encourage young Aboriginal 
people to train and work in the Café and support the local 
Kaurna community by sourcing native foods from this local 
community.

Red Centre Enterprises’ decision to operate the Social 
Enterprise Café has been welcomed by the Kaurna 
community with respected Kaurna Elder, Uncle Jeffrey 
Newchurch, on hand to witness the signing of the 
Management Agreement.

The Gawler Civic Centre will provide a genuine, new 
cultural tourism experience for the region. Native food 
being served in the Café will give visitors a true taste 
of what it means to be Australian. The Café will provide 
a sustainable, reliable funding source to support the 
community’s needs by training, mentoring and assisting 
those that require these services the most. 

Working with a volunteer, Council’s Cultural Heritage 
Centre Coordinator has begun the process of 
digitising and cataloguing the collection. Items have 
been photographed and all details, measurements 
and inscriptions recorded. The data is then being 
transferred to a digital cataloguing system. Conservation 
requirements are noted and added to the conservation 
audit.

This work is time consuming and will take another few 
months to complete based on current progress achieved. 
The final timeframe is dependent on the level of 
documents requiring to be digitised as opposed to books, 
artefacts and paintings.


