
Church Hill State Heritage Walking Tour (2.5 km)
Gawler’s Church Hill area was declared a State Heritage Area in 
1985, only the third proclaimed in South Australia at the time. The 
walking tour takes in houses and outbuildings, original slate and 
bluestone kerbs, and many other treasures of yesteryear.

 

Cultural Walk (2.5 km)
This loop walk around the centre of town takes in many of 
Gawler’s cultural and historic sites, parks and rivers. The walk 
starts and ends at the Visitor Information Centre and can be done 
in conjunction with the Church Hill Walking Tour.

 

Historic Main Street Walking Tour (2.5 km)
Immerse yourself in colonial history as you take an easy stroll 
past 60 heritage listed buildings in Gawler’s main street, Murray 
Street. Satisfy your thirst or hunger at one of the many café’s or 
pubs along Murray Street.

 

Gawler Driving Tour (22 km)
The Gawler Driving tour will take you on a journey where you will 
appreciate the extent that Gawler contributed to the development 
of the State. Marvel at Gawler’s merging of the old with the new 
on this sign posted route.

 

Tapa Pariara Path (8 km)
The Gawler Rivers Path (Tapa Pariara) offers a chance to cycle 
or take a leisurely stroll along the pretty North and South Para 
Rivers. Interpretative panels provide information on the history of 
the area, native birds and vegetation.

This path links to other shared paths in Gawler, the Jack Bobridge 
towards Tanunda and the Stuart O’Grady onto Adelaide.

Brochures and maps for
these trails and tours
are available at the
Visitor Information Centre.

HERITAGE TRAILS
Gawler has a great network of bike trails and walking paths to 
take on a journey past impressive architecture and heritage 
buildings as well as beautiful parks and rivers.

Parks & Gardens
GawlerFOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT

www.gawler.sa.gov.au or contact:

 GAWLER VISITOR
 INFORMATION CENTRE

2 Lyndoch Road, Gawler SA 5118
Phone: (08) 8522 9260  Fax: (08) 8522 6817

visitor.centre@gawler.sa.gov.au
www.facebook.com/gawlervisitorinformationcentre

Open Mon-Fri 9am-5pm, Sat, Sun & Public Holidays 10am-4pm
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T he Church Hill area contains the core of Colonel Light’s 

1839 Gawler town plan.  Due to its historical significance 

and the overall state of preservation, this area was declared a 

State Heritage Area on 7 June 1985, the third such heritage 

area in South Australia.

As you experience the true heritage of Gawler, the attractions 

will be highlighted unfolding for you why the area is called 

Church Hill. A wide array of dwellings and outbuildings reflect 

grand to humble circumstances of people who created the 

area during the 19th century. Original slate and bluestone 

kerbs, historic fire hydrants and many other treasures of 

yesteryear will be revealed.  

 Presbyterian Church

Private owners of Gawler in 1839 allocated land in trust for Presbyterian, Anglican and Roman 

Catholic churches on 3 squares along Cowan Street. Presbyterians who settled in Gawler 

were mainly from the Free Presbyterian Church not the “Established Presbyterian Church of 

Scotland”. Refused allocated land they built this church in 1854 which is now a Salvation Army 

Support Centre.

 
 Bushman Hotel

The Bushman Hotel, first licensed in 1840 and the second hotel in Gawler was originally a wattle 

and daub structure, extended in the 1870s with higher ceilings and an upper balcony. Inside you 

will admire the heritage on offer and outside the well worn slate verandah and original rear stone 

stables building. Imagine the hustle and excitement around the hotel where Gawler’s first sale 

yard for livestock operated for many years. Tempt your taste buds with culinary delights on offer 

matched with a famous Barossa red at this Hotel.

 
 Light Square
Appreciate the planning of this area by reading the information sign.

 Cowan Street
21 Cowan Street has been the Rectory for the Anglican Church for over 100 years with its 

historic horse hitching post on the footpath. The Gawler Court House at 23 Cowan Street, a 

typical piece of handsome late Victorian architecture built in 1881 by Gawler builder James Peek 

coincided with the appointment of Mr John Rudall, a prominent lawyer since 1850s, as the first 

resident Magistrate. The new police station opened in 2005 on the site of the original police and 

court buildings.

 
 Congregational Churches

The Congregational Church complex consists of the smaller church built in 1851 and converted 

to a hall when the large church with high gabled roof and triple stained glass gothic window 

was built in 1861. The smaller building alongside the hall was built in 1912/13 and served as 

a kindergarten, operated by Elsie Ey.  Observe the perimeter stone wall and cast metal gates. 

 
 Moore Street/Dundas Street

Marvel at the range of dwellings, sheds, perimeter walls and fence styles along the streets. The 

attached cottages at 2 and 4 Moore Street were used as servants quarters for the grander house 

of 6 Moore Street. Also note the substantial stone horse stables with loft set back at 9 Moore 

Street. The intersection with Finniss Street showcase the spectacular stone walls and entrances 

built to match the varying architecture.
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and Environment Association

Gawler Church Hill State Heritage Walking Tour APPROX 2.4 KMS

APPROX 90 MINUTES
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1839 Gawler town plan.  Due to its historical significance 

and the overall state of preservation, this area was declared a 

State Heritage Area on 7 June 1985, the third such heritage 

area in South Australia.

As you experience the true heritage of Gawler, the attractions 

will be highlighted unfolding for you why the area is called 

Church Hill. A wide array of dwellings and outbuildings reflect 

grand to humble circumstances of people who created the 

area during the 19th century. Original slate and bluestone 

kerbs, historic fire hydrants and many other treasures of 

yesteryear will be revealed.  

 Presbyterian Church

Private owners of Gawler in 1839 allocated land in trust for Presbyterian, Anglican and Roman 

Catholic churches on 3 squares along Cowan Street. Presbyterians who settled in Gawler 

were mainly from the Free Presbyterian Church not the “Established Presbyterian Church of 

Scotland”. Refused allocated land they built this church in 1854 which is now a Salvation Army 

Support Centre.

 
 Bushman Hotel

The Bushman Hotel, first licensed in 1840 and the second hotel in Gawler was originally a wattle 

and daub structure, extended in the 1870s with higher ceilings and an upper balcony. Inside you 

will admire the heritage on offer and outside the well worn slate verandah and original rear stone 

stables building. Imagine the hustle and excitement around the hotel where Gawler’s first sale 

yard for livestock operated for many years. Tempt your taste buds with culinary delights on offer 

matched with a famous Barossa red at this Hotel.

 
 Light Square
Appreciate the planning of this area by reading the information sign.

 Cowan Street
21 Cowan Street has been the Rectory for the Anglican Church for over 100 years with its 

historic horse hitching post on the footpath. The Gawler Court House at 23 Cowan Street, a 

typical piece of handsome late Victorian architecture built in 1881 by Gawler builder James Peek 

coincided with the appointment of Mr John Rudall, a prominent lawyer since 1850s, as the first 

resident Magistrate. The new police station opened in 2005 on the site of the original police and 

court buildings.

 
 Congregational Churches

The Congregational Church complex consists of the smaller church built in 1851 and converted 

to a hall when the large church with high gabled roof and triple stained glass gothic window 

was built in 1861. The smaller building alongside the hall was built in 1912/13 and served as 

a kindergarten, operated by Elsie Ey.  Observe the perimeter stone wall and cast metal gates. 

 
 Moore Street/Dundas Street

Marvel at the range of dwellings, sheds, perimeter walls and fence styles along the streets. The 

attached cottages at 2 and 4 Moore Street were used as servants quarters for the grander house 

of 6 Moore Street. Also note the substantial stone horse stables with loft set back at 9 Moore 

Street. The intersection with Finniss Street showcase the spectacular stone walls and entrances 

built to match the varying architecture.
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 Follow route “10” signs. Depart from the eastern end of the Gawler Visitor 
Information Centre carpark, turning right onto Union Street.

 Turn left onto Lyndoch Road then turn right into East Terrace. The old Hutchinson 
Hospital will appear on your left, opened in 1913 it is now an aged care facility.  After 
you travel through the dip in the road you will see old stables on your right, built in 
1869, now a Dance Studio.

 Next you will turn left onto Calton Road.  Follow the route “10” signs and turn right onto 
Cheek Avenue. Continue along Cork Road, turning right once again onto East Terrace. 
Take in the views over the South Para River whilst driving along this stretch of road.

 As you continue along East Terrace and just before turning left into Gozzard 
Street, you may wish to take a slight detour onto Deland Avenue to see Trevu House. 
Trevu House was built in 1868 and was home to James Martin, one of Gawler’s and 
South Australia’s leading industrialists and community leaders, often known as ‘The 
Father of Gawler’. Originally, Trevu House was a farming property however, today it is 
a residential aged care facility.

 Take a quick right, then turn left onto Rudall Street. At Duffield Street turn right 
and look out for Martindale on your left, once the home of Mr. J. F. Martin, nephew 
of James Martin. Martindale is architecturally significant for the way in which it 
reflects the style of large residences. The building remained a private residence up 
until 1966, when it became a nursing home.

 Turn left onto Calton Road. Here, on your left, you will see the historic James 
Martin & Co. site, where many steam locomotives were built from 1888. The first 
locomotive rolled out on 11 April 1890.

G awler is unique in character, a destination moulded from being the 
first country town in South Australia into its present form, gifted with a 

natural river corridor and significant built environments. The Gawler Self-
Drive Tour will take you on a journey where you will appreciate the degree 
that Gawler contributed towards the development of our state, marvel at 
its merging of old with new and be envious of our towns lifestyle offerings.

1

2

3

4

5

6

GawlerSelf-Driving Tour
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Thank you to the following contributor:

Gawler Public Library

APPROX 22 KMS

APPROX 1 HOUR

 Follow route “10” signs. Depart from the eastern end of the Gawler Visitor 
Information Centre carpark, turning right onto Union Street.

 Turn left onto Lyndoch Road then turn right into East Terrace. The old Hutchinson 
Hospital will appear on your left, opened in 1913 it is now an aged care facility.  After 
you travel through the dip in the road you will see old stables on your right, built in 
1869, now a Dance Studio.

 Next you will turn left onto Calton Road.  Follow the route “10” signs and turn right onto 
Cheek Avenue. Continue along Cork Road, turning right once again onto East Terrace. 
Take in the views over the South Para River whilst driving along this stretch of road.

 As you continue along East Terrace and just before turning left into Gozzard 
Street, you may wish to take a slight detour onto Deland Avenue to see Trevu House. 
Trevu House was built in 1868 and was home to James Martin, one of Gawler’s and 
South Australia’s leading industrialists and community leaders, often known as ‘The 
Father of Gawler’. Originally, Trevu House was a farming property however, today it is 
a residential aged care facility.

 Take a quick right, then turn left onto Rudall Street. At Duffield Street turn right 
and look out for Martindale on your left, once the home of Mr. J. F. Martin, nephew 
of James Martin. Martindale is architecturally significant for the way in which it 
reflects the style of large residences. The building remained a private residence up 
until 1966, when it became a nursing home.

 Turn left onto Calton Road. Here, on your left, you will see the historic James 
Martin & Co. site, where many steam locomotives were built from 1888. The first 
locomotive rolled out on 11 April 1890.

Gawler is unique in character, a destination moulded from being the 
first country town in South Australia into its present form, gifted with a 

natural river corridor and significant built environments. The Gawler Self-
Drive Tour will take you on a journey where you will appreciate the degree 
that Gawler contributed towards the development of our state, marvel at 
its merging of old with new and be envious of our towns lifestyle offerings.
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G awler’s Historic Main Street reflects Colonel William Lights vision; to create a settlement that could prosper on 

the banks of the North and South Para Rivers, bounded by rolling hills and within close proximity to Adelaide. 

Today you can witness the remarkable eras from the historical buildings that line Gawler’s Main Street. 

The attractive setting, coupled with major roles in the mining and agricultural booms of the 1860’s, 70’s and 80’s 

saw Gawler blossom into a town of broad streets, peaceful parklands and distinctive architecture. As the walk 

unfolds you will gain an appreciation of the achievements that our ancestors accomplished in times of challenging 

environmental and social harshness.
 Pioneer Park Your first stop adjacent to the Gawler Visitor Information 

Centre is this attractive park. Originally planned as the town 

cemetery which closed in 1870 and the headstones removed. 

It is now a pleasant park in easy reach of the town centre. 
 McKinlay MemorialStrolling west down to Murray Street you will come across The 

McKinlay Memorial. This memorial was erected by Gawler 

residents in 1874 as a tribute to explorer John McKinlay. ‘Big 

John’, as he was known to other explorers, led the expedition 

in 1861 to search for the ill-fated Burke and Wills. This is a 

significant and unusual landmark that is a prominent feature 

of the town. 

 Charles Sturt Memorial
Stop outside the Exchange Hotel and look across the road 

to see the Charles Sturt memorial plaque fixed to the wall in 

the alcove area.  The plaque was originally located on a cairn 

on the corner of Murray and Cowan Streets.  It was erected 

in August 1944 to mark the centenary of Sturt’s exploration 

into Central Australia and the passing of his party through 

the district.

 Pile’s BuildingNext to the memorial is the magnificent Pile’s Building built in 

1878 for James Pile, a wealthy pastoralist and resident of Gawler. 

His daughter, Jane, married John McKinlay, the explorer. 

 The Bunyip As you continue down Murray Street you will see the home 

of The Bunyip newspaper which was first published on 

Saturday 5 September 1863 under the management of Mr 

William Barnet and the editorship of Dr Nott. It was a unique 

publication that reflected the wit and satire of some of the 

members of ‘The Humbug Society’.  The first issue resulted 

in a libel action.  Over the years the publication changed to 

become a more orthodox and sober chronicle. The Bunyip is 

still produced today; pick it up from the nearest newsagent 

and read all about the local happenings in Gawler and 

surrounding towns. The building was erected in the late 1870s 

as part of a group of shops known as Jones’ Buildings.
 Essex HouseOne of the most well-known buildings in Murray street, Essex 

House, is a particularly fine building enlarged and improved 

by Mr Alfred Sheard in 1905. The name “Essex House” 

has been synonymous with drapery, general merchandise 

and fashion since the 1880’s. It has survived a number of 

changes of ownership, demolition, alterations and additions 

- even “removal” from one side of Murray street to the other. 

Originally Essex House was a humble store on the eastern 

side of the street  where Victory square now stands. The last 

example of a flying fox money carrier is inside the premises. 
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GawlerHistoric Main Street Walking Tour

APPROX 2 KMS

APPROX 80 MINUTES

Thank you to the following contributor: Gawler Public Library
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Gawler’s Historic Main Street reflects Colonel William Lights vision; to create a settlement that could prosper on 

the banks of the North and South Para Rivers, bounded by rolling hills and within close proximity to Adelaide. 

Today you can witness the remarkable eras from the historical buildings that line Gawler’s Main Street. 

The attractive setting, coupled with major roles in the mining and agricultural booms of the 1860’s, 70’s and 80’s 

saw Gawler blossom into a town of broad streets, peaceful parklands and distinctive architecture. As the walk 

unfolds you will gain an appreciation of the achievements that our ancestors accomplished in times of challenging 

environmental and social harshness.
 Pioneer Park Your first stop adjacent to the Gawler Visitor Information 

Centre is this attractive park. Originally planned as the town 

cemetery which closed in 1870 and the headstones removed. 

It is now a pleasant park in easy reach of the town centre.  McKinlay Memorial Strolling west down to Murray Street you will come across The 

McKinlay Memorial. This memorial was erected by Gawler 

residents in 1874 as a tribute to explorer John McKinlay. ‘Big 

John’, as he was known to other explorers, led the expedition 

in 1861 to search for the ill-fated Burke and Wills. This is a 

significant and unusual landmark that is a prominent feature 

of the town. 

 Charles Sturt Memorial
Stop outside the Exchange Hotel and look across the road 

to see the Charles Sturt memorial plaque fixed to the wall in 

the alcove area.  The plaque was originally located on a cairn 

on the corner of Murray and Cowan Streets.  It was erected 

in August 1944 to mark the centenary of Sturt’s exploration 

into Central Australia and the passing of his party through 

the district.

 Pile’s Building Next to the memorial is the magnificent Pile’s Building built in 

1878 for James Pile, a wealthy pastoralist and resident of Gawler. 

His daughter, Jane, married John McKinlay, the explorer. 

 The Bunyip As you continue down Murray Street you will see the home 

of The Bunyip newspaper which was first published on 

Saturday 5 September 1863 under the management of Mr 

William Barnet and the editorship of Dr Nott. It was a unique 

publication that reflected the wit and satire of some of the 

members of ‘The Humbug Society’.  The first issue resulted 

in a libel action.  Over the years the publication changed to 

become a more orthodox and sober chronicle. The Bunyip is 

still produced today; pick it up from the nearest newsagent 

and read all about the local happenings in Gawler and 

surrounding towns. The building was erected in the late 1870s 

as part of a group of shops known as Jones’ Buildings.  Essex House One of the most well-known buildings in Murray street, Essex 

House, is a particularly fine building enlarged and improved 

by Mr Alfred Sheard in 1905. The name “Essex House” 

has been synonymous with drapery, general merchandise 

and fashion since the 1880’s. It has survived a number of 

changes of ownership, demolition, alterations and additions 

- even “removal” from one side of Murray street to the other. 

Originally Essex House was a humble store on the eastern 

side of the street  where Victory square now stands. The last 

example of a flying fox money carrier is inside the premises. 
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Gawler Shared Paths and Bike Tracks
Regional shared paths and bike track connections

Town of Gawler Municipal Boundary

Shared Path (Off-road)

Street Connections

Gravel Paths
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Adelaide Rd Playground /
Croquet Green
Adelaide Rd, Gawler South  

Apex Park Reserve
Julian Tce, Gawler  

Bacton Street Reserve
Bacton St, Evanston 

Calton Road Playground
Calton Rd, Gawler East 

Clonlea Park
Murray Rd, Willaston   

Dead Man’s Pass Reserve
Southern end of Murray St, 
(enter Gawler Tce)

Elders Riggs Memorial Park
Bacton St, Evanston

Essex Park Reserve 
Victoria Tce, Gawler

Gawler West Reserve
Britton St, Gawler West

Hemaford Grove Reserve
Hemaford Gr, Gawler East

Hibbard Park
Cnr Main North Rd & Flinders St, Gawler

Hindmarsh Boulevard Reserve
Cnr Hindmarsh Blvd & Musgrave St, 
Evanston Gardens

Humphrey George Reserve
Cnr Tingara Rd & Greenways St, 
Evanston Park

Kiln Park 
Redbanks Rd, Willaston

Lions Park
Cnr Main North Rd & Victoria Tce, Gawler  
Parridla Taikondi (Gawler River Junction)

Lawrence Ave, Gawler South
Lawrence Ave, Gawler South

Pioneer Park
Murray & Union Sts, Gawler

Princes Park
Nixon Tce, Gawler

Reid Reserve
Off Beasley Ave, Gawler

Orleana Waters
Off Coventry Road, Gawler

Springwood Estate
Off Calton Road, Gawler

The bikeway tracks provide a continuous sealed link from 
the Barossa to Adelaide via the Stuart O’Grady Track.
 
Jack Bobridge
This bikeway is the final designation on the 27km track that runs 
from Tanunda, and through Lyndoch and Rowland Flat. Jack grew 
up in the region.
 
Stuart O’Grady
A short distance from Gawler’s shared path the Stuart O’Grady 
bikeway follows the Northern Express Way 23km towards 
Adelaide. The bikeway has been named after the well-known 
South Australian cyclist.
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Sports Oval

Information Bay

Seating

Tennis Court

Public Toilets

Play Equipment

Squash Court

Rotunda

Barbeques

Skate Park

War Memorial

Picnic Area

BMX Track

Basketball
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