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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Focus of the Plan
The Town of Gawler Open Space, Sport & Recreation Plan 2025 has been developed
to guide the future provision, improvement and management of open space and
sport and recreation facilities over the next 10 years.

Key Findings
Key findings that are particularly important to the Town of Gawler and the Open
Space, Sport & Recreation Plan 2025 are summarised below.
Theme Topic
Open Space
Provision
and Design

-

The Plan provides directions and strategies for six Theme topics including:
Theme 1: Open Space Provision and Design
Theme 2: Organised Outdoor Sport and Activities
Theme 3: Recreation and Nature
Theme 4: Trails and Open Space Connections
Theme 5: The Environment and Climate Adaptation
Theme 6: Aquatic and Indoor Sport and Recreation Facilities
The Themes indicate the aspects of open space and sport and recreation facilities
that are most important to the Town of Gawler.
The directions and strategies provided in each Theme collectively address the key
needs, issues and opportunities identified through the Open Space, Sport &
Recreation Plan 2025 planning process.
A comprehensive analysis has been undertaken to determine the community needs,
issues and opportunities, including through community consultations, surveys to
residents and sport and recreation groups, and an analysis of demand and supply.
Consideration has been given to existing and future community needs.
The research and analysis findings are summarised in this report for each Theme and
expanded on in a Background Report.

-

Organised
Outdoor
Sport and
Activities

Recreation
and Nature

-

-

-

-

Whilst the Town of Gawler has a good provision of open space (265.3 ha and
6.53ha / 1,000 for a projected future population of 40,606 in 2036), there is
justification for some additional open space due to usability issues and
population growth needs.
The surrounding suburbs of Hewett and Concordia will use open spaces and
sport and recreation facilities in the Town and this will increase demand. A
partnership with the adjoining Councils would be justified including the
potential of a financial contribution.
There is a need for additional and improved sporting open spaces. Whilst
part of this could be met through schools, some larger sports hubs are also
justified to adequately meet future needs.
There is potential to support less traditional sports and activities through
improved facilities and activity promotion including for BMX, road cycle
racing, dog training and equestrian activities.
There is potential to create additional recreation and nature based
destinations and event spaces and improve existing parks to strengthen the
vibrancy of the Town of Gawler and support community activity.
There is potential to enhance the river corridors and strengthen recreation
and natural settings along the rivers and in key recreation parks.

Trails and
Open Space
Connections

-

There is potential to enhance and extend trails and connections through
open spaces and streetscapes to support walking, cycling and horse riding.

The
Environment
and Climate
Adaptation

-

The natural environment defines the character of the Town of Gawler and is
very important to the community. As such, protecting and enhancing the
natural environment needs to be a priority.
There are opportunities to respond to climate change and adopt innovative
approaches to water management.

Aquatic &
Indoor
Facilities

-

-

There is a need to improve the quality and viability of the Council’s
swimming pool and indoor facilities. This could involve replacement,
although a feasibility study is required to determine the specific directions.
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Strategic Directions
The strategic directions recommended for each Theme in the Open Space, Sport &
Recreation Plan 2025 are outlined below and related strategies and an Action Plan
are included in this report.
Theme

Strategic Direction

Theme 1: Open Space Provision
and Design

Adopt a coordinated approach to the provision, development and management of open space through appropriate
planning and consideration of hierarchy and type. This will include addressing open space gaps and ensuring a good
provision and spread of usable and accessible open space across the Town of Gawler, including as part of new
housing developments.

Theme 2: Organised Outdoor
Sport and Activities

Increase the provision and quality of sporting open space to cater for future population growth including through
improvements to and redesign of existing sportsgrounds, access to school grounds for community sport and, in the
longer term, establishment of an additional regional or district sportsground in the south of the Town of Gawler (as
the population increases). An additional 25-30 hectares of sporting open space could be required over the next 10
years through expanded and new sportsgrounds.

Theme 3: Recreation and
Nature

Continue to strengthen the quality, appeal and diversity of the river and nature based parks, including through the
development of additional river and nature based parks as the population increases, and to balance the provision
between the north and south of the Town. Also aim to achieve a spread of good quality neighbourhood parks that
are appealing and accessible to local communities.

Theme 4: Trails and Open
Space Connections

Taking existing planning into consideration, create an integrated network of linear trails and loops that support and
encourage walking, bike riding and other activities (e.g. scooters, jogging) by a range of age and interest groups. This
will involve extending and enhancing the trails and paths along the river systems and creating additional trails and
connections across the Town of Gawler through existing and future linear open space and road networks.

Theme 5: The Environment and
Climate Adaptation

Continue to protect and strengthen the natural environment, including by enhancing biodiversity and habitat value.
Innovative and sound approaches to environmental conservation and management should be adopted, including by
appropriately responding to climate change and managing the collection and use of water to increase the
sustainability of all open space types.

Theme 6: Aquatic and Indoor
Sport and Recreation Facilities

Improve the quality and sustainability of the aquatic and indoor sport, recreation and community facilities in the
Town of Gawler through the continued maintenance and future replacement and upgrade of the existing facilities,
whilst giving consideration to the existence and role of STARplex.

ii | Page

Implementing the Plan
Projects and actions that will require actioning over time have been identified and
summarised in an Action Plan which is provided in Appendix B. The projects and
actions are referred to or respond to the strategies and directions in each Theme in
the Plan. Priorities and a broad estimate of costs are provided in the Action Plan.
The ‘broad estimate of cost’ for the projects and actions outlined in the Action Plan is
between $13.407M and $21.182M. These figures are indicative and do not include
the cost of upgrading or replacing Council’s swimming pool or indoor sport and
recreation facilities, as a feasibility study will be required to determine the design
and cost of these facilities.

Overriding
Directions

Endorse directions. Follow the general
principles and intention of the directions.

Strategies

Adopt practices and approaches
recommended in strategies. Undertake
actions.

Projects &
Actions

Undertake projects and actions referred to
or relating to the strategies.

Implementing the Open Space, Sport & Recreation Plan 2025 will require a staged
approach, taking suggested priorities outlined in the Action Plan into consideration.
It is recommended that an across Council implementation group is established to
guide the implementation of the projects and actions and review the Open Space,
Sport & Recreation Plan 2025 on an ongoing basis. The Plan should be seen as a ‘live’
working document that can evolve over time to respond to changing needs,
opportunities and resource availability.
It is recognised that the Town of Gawler will not have the resources to implement
the Open Space, Sport & Recreation Plan 2025 on its own and partnerships and
funding opportunities will be essential.
This could include partnerships with the adjoining Local Councils, agreements with
developers, contributions by sport and community groups, targeted rate levies and
grant funding through key funding bodies to assist in achieving the Plan. Overall, a
strategic and coordinated approach to achieving the Open Space, Sport & Recreation
Plan 2025 over the next ten years will be necessary to benefit existing and future
generations in the Town of Gawler and in the wider region.
Resources for the ongoing maintenance of facilities will also be required and
determined on an annual basis.
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BACKGROUND

About the Plan
The Town of Gawler Open Space, Sport and Recreation Plan 2025 has been
developed to guide the future provision, development and management of open
space and sport and recreation facilities in the Town of Gawler. This includes
planning for population growth and contributing to achieving a quality place to live
and visit.
Open space refers to Community Land that is available to the public for recreation
and community activity. This includes sportsgrounds, recreation parks, linear parks
and trails, natural areas and the open space within streetscapes.
Sport and recreation facilities refers to all outdoor and indoor facilities and
infrastructure that support sport and recreation including sportsgrounds and
outdoor courts, recreation, play and activity areas, trails, swimming pools and indoor
courts.

The Directions
Report

The Background Report

The Open Space, Sport and Recreation Plan 2025 includes two reports as follows:
REPORT 1: The Background Report
(detailed findings relating to the planning context, demand and supply)
REPORT 2: The Directions Report
(findings, directions and strategies as well as a guide for implementation)
Maps and diagrams are provided to present the directions and strategies and an
Open Space Planning Framework is provided as a Guideline in Appendix A.
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Town of Gawler Character
The Town of Gawler is a significant regional centre located 42 kilometres to the north
of Adelaide City. The Town draws people from across the region due to its outer
Adelaide location and connection to development areas including in the City of
Playford, the Barossa region, and townships and rural areas in the Light and Mallala
Council areas. The Town of Gawler has a strong sense of history being the first
country town to be established in South Australia in 1839. The town has been a
regional centre since its inception and remains so today, including for sporting
activities, schooling, events and community activities. The area is an important focus
for the Kaurna community.
The character of the Town of Gawler is defined by its river systems, including the
Gawler River, South Para River and North Para River. In addition, the Council area
has a large amount of natural area, including along the river systems. Main North
Road and the railway line to Gawler are potential barriers to using open space and
recreation and sport facilities, although traffic issues along Main North Road should
be partly addressed by the future Gawler East Link Road.
Whilst the Town of Gawler is relatively small geographically (41.1 square km), it
incorporates 12 suburb areas and is adjoined by the existing suburb of Hewett and
the potential future development area of Concordia (in adjoining Council areas).
MOSS land and rural zoned land in the south create a buffer between the Town of
Gawler and the City of Playford and contribute to retaining the defined township
character of Gawler.
The Town of Gawler population was 20,987 in 2011 (ABS Cat. 3235-Population by
Age and Sex) and this is projected to increase to 32,858 by 2026 (Gawler Community
Plan 2014-2024, based on DPTI population projections). The Barossa, Light and
Lower North Regional Open Space and Public Realm Strategy uses a projected figure
of 40,606 taking the SA Government’s 30 Year Plan into consideration. Council’s
Community Plan states that the Town of Gawler is currently servicing a catchment of
90,000 people, and this is likely to increase as the Town of Gawler and the regional
population increase in size.
The Department of Planning, Transport and Infrastructure recently published
“Population Projections for South Australian Local Government Areas, 2011-31,
February 2016 release” which estimates lower population growth for Town of
Gawler and the Barossa, Light and Lower North Region over the next 15 years. This
will change the timeframes for some of the longer term components in this Plan
2 | Page

42km

Town of Gawler Character

Key Features and Open Space
Council owned and Council
managed land (based on
Council GIS)
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The Planning Approach
The Town of Gawler Open Space, Sport and Recreation Plan 2025 planning approach
has revolved around analysing demand and supply and developing directions that
enhance the provision and quality of open space to meet future needs.
The main focus of the study has been to:
1.

Understand current and future community needs.

2.

Consider future open space and facility requirements based on projected
population growth.

3.

Determine the adequacy of the existing provision of open space and sport and
recreation facilities.

4.

Determine the directions and improvements required to meet future community
needs.

Through this process consideration has been given to past planning and ‘hierarchy’
and ‘type’ categories have been allocated to the open space parcels as part of
understanding open space provision.

Understand
Community
Need
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Consider
Future
Requirement

The planning has involved considering the suburbs in other Local Council areas that
adjoin the Town of Gawler.
The close proximity of Hewett and Concordia to the Town of Gawler Council area has
both positive and negative implications.
§

The main ‘positive’ is that the additional population in Hewett and Concordia
has the potential to contribute to the economy and strengthen the vibrancy of
the Town of Gawler. This includes contributing to the sustainability of facilities
that require good usage, such as indoor sport and aquatic facilities.

§

The main ‘negative’ is that Hewett and Concordia communities will benefit
from Town of Gawler open spaces and facilities without contributing to the
costs through local Council rates unless financial contributions can be
negotiated. Some other concerns include increased traffic congestion, a lack
of car parking and a loss of the township character.

As highlighted in Council’s Community Plan, other residents in the adjoining Councils
could also use Town of Gawler open spaces and facilities, including the projected
Roseworthy population (around 8,000). The surrounding regional catchment could
be around 130,000 by 2036, based on the current and projected population figures.

Assess
Existing
Provision

Determine
Future
Direction

Develop
Report

Broadly the approach to including the adjoining suburbs has been as follows:
1.

Recognise and plan for communities surrounding the Town of Gawler, rather
than ignore their needs. However, consider equitable arrangements that will
assist in funding related facilities and their ongoing maintenance.

2.

Plan for population growth in the Town of Gawler and also consider the
implications of growth in the surrounding areas; such as in Roseworthy.

Overall, whilst the main focus of this study is to plan for the existing and future Town
of Gawler population, a region wide approach to planning has been adopted.
This raises the issue of how the Town of Gawler can achieve and sustain facilities that
support communities in the surrounding areas, without receiving any funding from
these communities. The answer is that it cannot, and as such negotiations with
adjoining Councils on equitable funding options will be required. This is considered
under Implementing the Plan in this report.

The specific approach regarding sports planning is summarised below and shown in
the diagram on this page.
§

For the Hewett community, consider local and regional sporting needs on the
basis that this community does not have any sporting facilities and the Town of
Gawler will need to be their focus (the Hewett community will use Town of
Gawler facilities anyway).

§

For the future Concordia community, provide for sports that have a regional
catchment. This is on the basis that the Concordia community will be large
enough to have its own local sports facilities such as ovals and soccer pitches
and that community should not need to rely on Town of Gawler local facilities.
However, it would be best to locate sport and recreation facilities that require a
regional catchment in a regional centre, such as the Town of Gawler.

For some sports and activities it is more feasible to provide higher level facilities that
are well located and can draw from a wide catchment. Swimming pools, indoor
courts, baseball and softball diamonds, hockey pitches, equestrian facilities and
other region wide sports require wide catchments to achieve good use and viability.
In these instances, the additional populations in Concordia and Hewett will help
justify the provision of the facilities and add to their viability.
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Links to Other Planning
The Town of Gawler Open Space, Sport and Recreation Plan 2025 considers and
builds on the directions in the Barossa, Light and Lower North Regional Open Space
and Public Realm Strategy. Whilst both plans relate to open space, the Town of
Gawler Plan provides more detailed directions including for specific sites and it also
identifies the priorities for the Town of Gawler and how directions can be achieved.
The Town of Gawler Open Space, Sport and Recreation Plan 2025 takes the regional
planning to a ‘next step’.
In addition, the Town of Gawler Open Space, Sport and Recreation Plan 2025
considers and is consistent with Council’s Community Plan and other planning,
including State level plans. The key plans and related directions are reflected in the
Open Space, Sport and Recreation Plan 2025 to reinforce the importance of the
directions and their relevance to open space and sport and recreation and to reflect
consistent findings.
The relationship between the Open Space, Sport and Recreation Plan 2025 and other
Town of Gawler, regional and State plans is shown in the diagram on this page.

Barossa, Light &
Lower North
Regional Open
Space & Public
Realm Strategy

Gawler Open
Space, Sport
and Recreation
Plan 2025

South
Australian
State Strategic
Plans

Gawler
Community
Plan 2014 2024

Other
Council
Plans
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THEME DIRECTIONS

The findings and directions are outlined on the following pages for each Theme.
Further background information and findings are outlined in the Background
Report.

Directions and strategies have been developed for the following six Theme topics:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Open Space Provision and Design
Organised Outdoor Sport and Activities
Recreation and Nature
Trails and Open Space Connections
The Environment and Climate Adaptation
Aquatic and Indoor Sport and Recreation Facilities

These Theme topics reflect what is important to the Town of Gawler based on the
findings of this study. Collectively these topics aim to address the existing and future
needs of the community, as well as issues and opportunities relating to open space
and sport and recreation facilities.

Theme
Introduction

Key Findings

The diverse Themes ensure that the Town of Gawler Open Space, Sport and
Recreation Plan 2025 provides a direction for a range of activities and community
needs including:
§
§
§
§

Organised sport (competitive sports activities)
Other physical activity (bike riding, walking, informal sports)
Informal recreation (events, play, skateboarding)
Experiencing nature (bushwalking, picnics)

Overriding
Direction

The Theme topics provide a strategic framework for the directions and strategies in
the Town of Gawler Open Space, Sport and Recreation Plan 2025. The following is
provided for each Theme topic.
§
§
§
§

An introduction to explain the focus of the Theme
A summary of the key findings relating to the Theme
An overriding strategic direction for the Theme to ‘set the scene’
Specific strategies that respond to needs, issues, gaps and opportunities

The
Strategies
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THEME 1

Open Space Provision and Design

Introduction
The Open Space Provision and Design Theme considers the provision, distribution
and design of open space within the Town of Gawler and the degree to which this
will meet the needs of the future population.
The implications of the Town of Gawler being a regional centre and therefore
catering for nearby communities in other Council areas is also considered.
The specific items that are addressed within this Theme include:
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§

Open Space Hierarchy and Type
Local Parks in Gap Areas
Planning for New Development Areas
Other Land Acquisition
Land Divestment or Alternative Use
Open Space Design
Open Space Planning
Adopting a Regional Approach
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Open Space Provision and Design
Key Findings
§

The provision of open space in the Town of Gawler is comparatively high with
265.3 hectares for a potential future population of 40,606 in 2036 (based on the
Barossa, Light and Lower North Regional Open Space and Public Realm Strategy).
This represents 6.53 hectares per 1,000 people, compared to benchmarks of
2.83 to 4.25 hectares per 1,000 people used across Australia. However:
Recreation open space is not overly high in Evanston (particularly west of
the railway line), Gawler East and Gawler West as well as the southern part
of Gawler South. Opportunities for additional usable local open space in
these areas should be considered.
A large proportion of open space is natural area which can be less usable
and other open space will need to be good quality and accessible to
compensate for this.
Additional recreation parks and linear connections will be required to cater
for the local needs of future new development areas, particularly in Gawler
East and Evanston South. This can be achieved through the legislative
requirements of up to 12.5% of the development land.
Additional open space will need to be acquired to meet the sporting needs
of the existing and future populations.
-

The Barossa, Light and Lower North Open Space and Public Realm Strategy
recommends that the Town of Gawler should aim for 9 hectares per 1,000
people.

§

People living in Hewett (4,000 people) and the possible future Concordia
development (with potentially 18,000 people) are likely to use open space in the
Town of Gawler and based on Council’s Community Plan and population
projections the wider catchment could be around 130,000. There will be a need
to cater for the wider region, although adequate open space should also be
provided in the areas surrounding the Town of Gawler. The appropriate
provision of open space and facilities and the need for equitable arrangements
regarding provision is addressed later in this report.

§

There are various types of open space in the Town of Gawler and different levels
of open space with some having the potential to draw from a wide catchment
while others will have a local focus. A coordinated approach to development
and management is required, taking hierarchy and type into consideration.

§

Some open spaces have design and function issues and enhancements will be
required to improve the quality, function, usability and accessibility of some
parks and reserves (including improved access for people with a disability). In
the past there has been a tendency to focus on quantity versus quality, resulting
in a good provision of open space but a lack of ‘useable’ open space.

§

A planned approach to developing and improving open space will be required,
including the master planning of key reserves and new development areas.
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Open Space Provision and Design
Strategic Direction
Direction
Adopt a coordinated approach to the provision, development and management of
open space through appropriate planning and consideration of hierarchy and type.
This will include addressing open space gaps and ensuring a good provision and
spread of usable and accessible open space across the Town of Gawler, including as
part of new housing developments.

Rationale
§
§
§
§
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Consideration of open space hierarchy and type will ensure an appropriate
spread of good quality and usable open space.
Walkable local open space is lacking in parts of Evanston and Gawler South and
this gap should be addressed.
New development areas will require access to walkable local and
neighbourhood open space.
The planning and design of open space will influence its usability and value to
the community.

Open Space Provision and Design
The Strategies
Topic

Strategies

Open Space
Hierarchy and Type

1.1 Adopt a coordinated approach to open space provision and development through a hierarchy approach, where regional and district parks and
reserves justify a higher level of development, and by giving consideration to the ‘type’ of open space and its appropriate level of development.
A guide for hierarchy and type is provided as an Open Space Planning Framework in Appendix A.

Local Parks in Gap
Areas

1.2 Acquire land and establish additional local and neighbourhood level recreation parks in the gap areas of Evanston and Gawler South. Particular
areas where land acquisition would ideally occur are shown on Map 1 and a guide for land acquisition is provided in the Open Space Planning
Framework in Appendix A. Also consider opportunities for accessing local schools for community recreation use in these areas.

Planning for New
Development Areas

1.3 Plan for an appropriate provision of local and neighbourhood open space within new development areas, with the aim to achieve an adequate
amount of usable and walkable open space. A greater focus should be placed on quality versus quantity. The Open Space Planning Framework
in Appendix A includes principles and guidelines for achieving open space in new housing developments and should be used as a guide with
potential for relevant policies to be adopted and incorporated into the Development Plan. Rather than establish single ovals in new
development areas, consider options for obtaining contributions toward the development of a new Sports Hub in the south (e.g. where part of
the legislated 12.5% towards open space could be a dollar contribution to coordinated sports provision).

Other Land
Acquisition

1.4 Consider other opportunities for land acquisition to achieve linear connections such as along Gawler River, North Para River and South Para
River, and provide key parcels for future sport and recreation use. An Open Space Planning Framework has been developed to guide the
acquisition of appropriate land parcels (refer Appendix A). Also investigate opportunities for obtaining access to private land to complete linear
connections.

Land Divestment or
Alternative Use

1.5 Where land divestment (whole or part) or alternative use is being considered, ensure the integrity of open space networks and provision is not
affected. This includes ensuring good sized open space and connections are maintained along the rivers, larger areas of open space that have
the potential to be a sport or recreation destination are preserved, and neighbourhoods will have an adequate provision of open space. This
includes the investigation of partial land divestment as part of reserve upgrades and improving the function of a park or reserve. Principles for
land divestment and alternative use together with some potential sites for investigation are provided in the Open Space Planning Framework in
Appendix A. As a general principle, funds obtained through land divestment should be invested in improvements to open space.
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Map 1: Open Space Provision and Design Directions
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Open Space Provision and Design
The Strategies (continued)

Topic

Strategies

Open Space Design

1.6

Design all open to be good quality, appealing, functional, safe, accessible and appropriately developed, including for people with a disability.
Good practice design principles linked to the Disability Discrimination Act, Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) and
Healthy by Design guidelines should be taken into consideration. This includes the provision of good quality and accessible toilets and other
amenities.

Open Space Planning

1.7

Adopt a strategic approach to planning for open space including:
§
Undertake master planning and concept planning to guide the detailed planning of future open space and the upgrade and redesign
of existing regional and district open spaces.
§
Reflect the Town of Gawler Open Space, Sport and Recreation Plan 2025 through adoption and incorporation of key policies within
the Development Plan.
§
Plan for buffers around the Town of Gawler and particularly between Playford and Gawler and between Roseworthy and Gawler.
§
Consider implications for other planning such as the Gawler East Structure Plan and the Council Rural Land Use and Infrastructure
Investigation.
§
When acquiring and planning for open space give consideration to the broader site constraints and issues, including:
The location and implications of floodprone zones
The gas pipeline location and safety requirements
Drainage and stormwater requirements
Other easements and related development constraints

Regional Approach

1.8

Negotiate with adjoining Local Councils and the State Government regarding the funding of open space and sport and recreation facilities
that support communities surrounding the Town of Gawler, with the aim to achieve equitable and sustainable arrangements. This includes
identifying regional and State funding and partnership opportunities for providing and embellishing open spaces and facilities located in the
Town of Gawler that cater for the wider area.
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THEME 2

Organised Outdoor Sport and Activities

Introduction
The Organised Outdoor Sport and Activities Theme relates to all competition sports
(football, cricket, soccer, rugby sports, tennis, netball, lawn bowls, petanque, BMX
and a wide range of other sports), as well as organised activities including golf,
equestrian activities, road cycle events and dog training.
This Theme considers what the potential needs are for sport and organised activities
and whether the existing provision will be adequate.
The main items addressed in this Theme are:
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§

Karbeethan Reserve Expansion
Planning for a New Sportsground
Using School Ovals and Fields
Hemaford Grove Reserve Directions
Existing Sportsground Upgrades
Outdoor Court Provision
Equestrian Facilities
Catering for Organised Cycling
Supporting Other Sports
Connected Facilities

The key findings relating to these items are summarised on the following pages and
this is followed by directions and strategies that respond to the findings.
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Organised Outdoor Sport and Activities
Key Findings
Future Sports Facility Requirements
§

§

The existing provision of sporting open space is good at 42.4 hectares, which
represents 1.94 hectares per 1,000 people for a population of 21,821 in 2011.
However:
As the population increases, the sporting provision will reduce to 1.29
hectares per 1,000 in 2026 (based on 32,858 projected by DPTI) and
potentially 1.04 hectares per 1,000 in 2036 (based on 40,606 suggested in
the Barossa, Light and Lower North Regional Open Space and Public Realm
Strategy)
The above figures do not allow for the Hewett population (an additional
4,000 people) which would most likely use Town of Gawler sports facilities.
Including this population would reduce the amount of hectares per 1,000 to
1.15 hectares in 2026 and 0.95 hectares in 2036, which is not quite so good
(the ideal provision is around 1.5 hectares per 1,000 people).
The actual sports area is less than 42.4 hectares (only around 32 hectares),
as the sporting open space includes the Showgrounds and other non-sports
areas. This means the true provision of sporting open space may only be
0.79 hectares per 1,000 people in 2036 (and 0.72 hectares if Hewett is
included) which is considerably less than it should be
The existing provision of Council sports ovals, fields and tennis courts will not
meet the needs of the future population. The future additional requirements
are outlined in the adjacent chart and the basis of these figures is provided in
the Background Report. The need for additional football ovals, soccer fields,
baseball diamonds and a rugby field has been confirmed through community
consultations.
The potential additional requirements for local sports based on a projected
population of 36,858 in 2026 and a projected population of 44,606 in 2036 for
the Town of Gawler plus the Hewett suburb are outlined in the adjacent chart.
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Sport

2026 Based on 36,858
(includes 4,000 in Hewett)

2036 Based on 44,606
(includes 4,000 in Hewett)

Australian Rules

2-3 additional Australian Rules
ovals

3 additional Australian Rules
ovals

Cricket

2 additional cricket pitches

3 additional cricket pitches

Soccer

4-6 additional soccer pitches

6-8 additional soccer pitches

Netball

No gap in netball court
provision

No gap in netball court
provision

Tennis

10 additional dedicated tennis
courts (if replace courts
overlayed on netball courts)

12 additional dedicated tennis
courts (if replace courts
overlayed on netball courts)

The above figures are only indicative as they are based on projected population figures
and current State participation levels. It is not guaranteed that the 2026 DPTI projections
and the 2036 figure used in the Barossa, Light and Lower North Regional Open Space and
Public Realm Strategy will be reached. The Hewett population is included as sporting
facilities are not provided in that suburb and people will use Gawler’s sports facilities.

Organised Outdoor Sport and Activities
Key Findings (continued)
Future Sports Facility Requirements
Regional and district sports such as athletics, baseball, softball, hockey and lawn
bowls should aim to cater for a wider catchment in order to be well used and viable.
The potential demand for key regional and district facilities using 2026 and 2036
projected population figures and based on a catchment that includes the Town of
Gawler, Hewett and Concordia are outlined below.
Sport

2026 Based 54,858
(including 4,000 in Hewett and
18,000 in Concordia)

2036 Based on 62,606
(including 4,000 in Hewett and
18,000 in Concordia)

Athletics

1 additional athletics track and
field

1 additional athletics track and
field

Baseball

1-2 additional baseball
diamonds

2 additional baseball diamonds

Softball

1 additional softball diamond

1 additional softball diamond

Rugby Codes

1 rugby field (could cater for
league and union)

1-2 rugby fields (could cater for
league and union)

Hockey

1-2 additional grass hockey
pitches (synthetic surface may
not be justified)

2 additional grass hockey
pitches (synthetic surface may
not be justified)

Lawn Bowls

1 additional lawn bowls club
could be justified

1 additional lawn bowls club

Golf

No additional golf course
required

No additional golf course
required

The figures in the chart are only indicative as they are based on projected population figures
and current State participation levels. The 2026 DPTI projections and the 2036 figure used in
the Barossa, Light and Lower North Regional Open Space and Public Realm Strategy may not
be reached.
The Hewett and Concordia populations are included as facilities for region wide sports would
not be justified in those areas. The catchment could in fact be wider than these areas.
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Organised Outdoor Sport and Activities
Key Findings (continued)
Future Sports Facility Requirements
§

Based on a projected future population of 18,000, the following local sports
facilities are likely to be required in Concordia to meet the local needs in that
area. This provision should be pursued as part of the Greater Gawler Spatial
Framework for Concordia.
2-3 ovals (for football and cricket)
2 cricket pitches
2-4 soccer pitches
10 tennis courts (although some of these could be linked to a regional
facility in the Town of Gawler)
6 netball courts (linked to ovals)
These facilities are additional to the ‘additional local sports facilities required for
the Town of Gawler’ and should be planned for by Concordia’s Local Council.
Region wide sports could be catered for in the Town of Gawler.

§

Based on the analysis of demand and supply and the potential additional facility
requirements, the future sports facilities could require around 65 hectares of
functional sporting open space allowing for playing areas, buildings, car parking
and other infrastructure. This suggests there could be need for a further 30
hectares of functional sporting open space in the future (given the provision of
actual sporting open space is only around 32 hectares).
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§

There is potential to meet some of the additional sports requirements through
school ovals and facilities and to also better connect schools with Council open
spaces. A shared-use approach with schools has the potential to benefit schools
through improved facilities and Council through managed resource allocation.
Some opportunities for investigation and negotiation with Department for
Education and Child Development (DECD), and public and private schools could
include:
-

Linking Evanston Gardens Primary School with Karbeethan Reserve
Use of the Gawler East Primary School oval instead of developing the
Hemaford Grove oval for sport
Use of the Gawler Primary School outdoor courts and playground
Improved access and community use of the Gawler and District College
recreation areas
Partnerships with Trinity College and Xavier College

Sharing costs of facilities offers major benefits for the schools, Council, State
Government and Gawler community.

Organised Outdoor Sport and Activities
Key Findings (continued)
Other Sports Facility Findings
§

With the exception of Karbeethan Reserve, the existing sports ovals and fields
are spread across a number of sportsgrounds with single ovals at each
sportsground (Gawler Oval, Gawler South and Willaston). This is not ideal from
a player or management perspective. Another single oval is proposed for the
Springwood development. Future sporting open space should be provided
through larger sports complexes (Sports Hubs) rather than single ovals.

§

With regard to the sportsground amenities and infrastructure:
There is potential to enhance buildings and infrastructure at each of the
main existing sportsgrounds (Karbeethan Reserve, Gawler Oval, Willaston
Oval/ Elliot Goodger Reserve and Eldred Riggs Reserve).
Whilst Gawler Oval users can access the new greyhound facility, the club
changerooms and service areas are poor and outdoor court amenities are
small and disconnected from other sports club facilities.
Eldred Riggs Reserve (Gawler South Oval) is a tight site which clubs are
outgrowing. There is no potential for expansion and new players are being
turned away.
There is demand for a second baseball diamond at Karbeethan Reserve and
potential need for increased lighting of the existing facility.

§

§

Netball is adequately catered for with courts where the Gawler & Districts
Netball Association has 13 bitumen courts to the south of Essex Park and 3
courts are provided at each of the Gawler, Gawler South and Willaston
sportsgrounds, i.e. 22 courts in total. However, the court surfaces of the netball
courts are not ideal and the Gawler Oval courts have land stability (sinking)
issues. Improvements will be required and the Gawler Oval courts should be
relocated.

§

Hemaford Grove Reserve is a full sized oval but it does not include amenities and
this limits its use. This facility either requires amenities or an alternative use of
the land may need to be considered including the investigation of partial land
divestment as part of Council’s Divestment Strategy.

§

If a Southern Barossa Sporting Hub is achieved at Lyndoch, this could contribute
to meeting some of the Town of Gawler needs, particularly if sports with a
regional focus such as the rugby codes and athletics are catered for. However,
the demand for sports facilities that cater for local sports such as football,
cricket, soccer, netball and tennis is likely to remain in the Town of Gawler,
despite other facilities being provided in the region.

Sports in the Town of Gawler are tending to join metropolitan associations and
need to comply with facility requirements for higher level competitions.
However, the existing quality of facilities is often not adequate for higher
competition levels and regional sporting events. A turf cricket pitch, which is
lacking in the area, could be considered. However, this would very likely need to
be funded and managed by the cricket association or club.

Page | 21

Organised Outdoor Sport and Activities
Key Findings (continued)
Other Organised Activities
§

Demand for road cycling events and activities has been expressed by the
community and there is a desire for infrastructure to be improved and routes to
be defined to support these activities (e.g. shelters and seating for groups,
drinking water, bike racks, event infrastructure, information and signage). There
could also be demand for bicycle training areas and specific opportunities should
be considered as part of future cycling and walking planning.

§

There is interest in the BMX competition facility at Elliot Goodger Reserve to be
expanded in size to include a track that is suitable for younger children and
beginners.

§

The existing Pony Club is located on a relatively small site along the Gawler River
with basic facilities. The opportunity for establishing a new facility on a larger,
higher profile and more easily accessible site would ideally be considered, noting
that Council is undertaking a Rural Land Use and Infrastructure Investigation
which could support the location of intensive animal keeping activities west of
Angle Vale Road.

§

There is interest in the dog training building at Elliot Goodger Reserve being
expanded and for fencing and infrastructure to be improved to support dog
training activities.
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Organised Outdoor Sport and Activities
Strategic Direction
Direction
Increase the provision and quality of sporting open space to cater for future
population growth including through improvements to and redesign of existing
sportsgrounds, access to school grounds for community sport and, in the longer
term, establishment of an additional regional or district sportsground in the south
of the Town of Gawler (as the population increases). An additional 25-30 hectares
of sporting open space could be required over the next 10 years through expanded
and new sportsgrounds.

Rationale
§
§

§

There is potential to redesign and expand some existing sportsgrounds to
create additional functional open space.
An additional regional or district sportsground in the south of the Town of
Gawler would guarantee future needs are met and ensure a balanced
provision.
The existing sporting open space does not have the capacity to meet future
needs and schools may not always be available (and therefore should not be
fully relied on).
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Organised Outdoor Sport and Activities
The Strategies
Topic

Strategies

Karbeethan Reserve
Expansion

2.1 Acquire around 10-15 hectares of adjoining land to the north of Karbeethan Reserve to increase the size of the sportsground to support
soccer, baseball, hockey and softball. This is consistent with the directions in the 30 Year Plan for Greater Adelaide regarding the
establishment a future major sporting facility hub in the Town of Gawler. A master plan should be developed to guide improvements to the
new section and the existing facilities (including planning for a new club facility, increased and improved lighting, shade and seating). As
part of the planning consider:
§
§

Planning for a New
Sportsground

The appropriateness of establishing a second baseball diamond (that also caters for softball)
Whether hockey justifies a synthetic pitch given a facility is located at Stockwell.

2.2 Plan for a future regional or district sportsground that is around 10-15 hectares in size to cater for future population needs in the east and
south. Potential sites are located in the rural zone south or southern urban area near the urban boundary east or west of Main North Road
and adjacent Karbeethan Reserve near Hillier Road. This is consistent with the directions in the 30 Year Plan for Greater Adelaide regarding
sports hubs. Land acquisition should be investigated in the short to medium term and the sportsground could be established in the longer
term.
Users of the Eldred Riggs Reserve (Gawler South) and other sports could use the new sportsground and Eldred Riggs Reserve could then be
used as an overflow as well as for community use. The new sportsground would help to maintain a separation between the northern
suburbs of Adelaide and the more urbanised areas of Gawler and will assist to preserve Gawler’s open landscape character. A staged
approach to development could be adopted and commercial health and wellbeing components could be supported subject to demand and
feasibility.

Using School Ovals
and Fields

2.3 Negotiate with Department for Education and Child Development (DECD), and public and private schools to gain long term access to a
number of school ovals and facilities to contribute to catering for sporting needs. This includes investigating the potential community use
of State schools and private schools. Partnerships would be required including for the establishment of amenities for player use, lights for
night training and improved irrigation (drawing on Irrigated Public Open Space (IPOS) best practice).

Hemaford Grove
Reserve Directions

2.4 Seek to utilise the Hemaford Grove Reserve oval as a sportsground for junior or lower grade sports to contribute to the provision of
additional functional sporting open space. This will require a redesign of the site including the development of basic amenities (toilets,
kiosk) and some off road car parking. If a functional sports facility cannot be achieved, the reserve should be reduced in size to create a
neighbourhood recreation park and land divestment could occur.
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Organised Outdoor Sport and Activities
The Strategies (continued)
Topic

Strategies

Existing
Sportsground
Upgrades

2.5 Review the Gawler Oval amenities and consider building consolidation and replacement as part of a redesign of the site through a master
planning exercise for Princes Park and Gawler Oval. A new club amenity could be designed to incorporate the heritage Old Stone Pavilion
façade and consideration should be given to connecting with the greyhound club facility and servicing groups seeking access to facilities
such as the Gawler Veteran, Vintage and Classic Vehicle Club.
2.6 Improve the quality, appeal and usability of Willaston Oval (linked to Elliot Goodger Reserve) through improved landscape, infrastructure
and path connections. Particular needs include increased trees and shade, a new toilet block and change rooms, spectator seating and
gathering areas, improved field lighting and a playspace to support families. The cricket pitch should be maintained to support and
strengthen cricket at the sportsground. Master planning will be required for the entire Precinct in consultation with the sports and users.
2.7 Support improvements to Elliot Goodger Reserve (linked to Willaston Oval) as part of master planning for the precinct and give
consideration to:
Improvements to dog training facilities (desired fencing and club extension)
Expansion of the BMX facility through an additional track that caters for younger children and beginners and upgrade to the club
facilities. This will require additional space to be allocated to BMX and therefore other new buildings for other activities should not be
established on the site.
Improved landscape and path connections (through a landscape plan)
Links between facilities including to Willaston Oval and to Gawler Scouts
2.8 Retain Eldred Riggs Reserve (Gawler South) and undertake improvements to the club facilities and the landscape and path connections
around the sportsground (through a landscape plan). In time, consider relocating the Squash complex to any new indoor sport and
community facility.
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Organised Outdoor Sport and Activities
The Strategies (continued)
Topic

Strategies

Outdoor Courts

2.9 Undertake improvements to tennis and netball courts to cater for the needs of these sports and meet population growth demands.
This could include establishing additional courts or replacing courts as outlined in the options below.
Tennis:
In consultation with Tennis SA and Gawler and Districts Tennis Association and depending on the directions for Council’s
swimming pool consider options for a new or expanded tennis complex.
Netball:
As part of master planning for Gawler Oval and Princes Park, relocate the 3 netball courts within Gawler Oval to connect to any
new sports club facility.
Upgrade court surfaces and lighting over time at Elliot Goodger Memorial Park and Eldred Riggs Recreation Reserve.
Improve the Gawler & Districts Netball Association courts or relocate the netball courts to a higher profile site if desired by the
association

Equestrian Facilities

2.10 Plan for a new Pony Club, potentially within the rural zone in the south west of the Town of Gawler. Seek a large parcel of land that
is at least five hectares in size, higher profile and easily accessible, with trail links to the Gawler River.

Catering for
Organised Cycling

2.11 Improve road cycling event opportunities through defined routes with links to key recreation parks and amenities that support
cycling events and activities, and consider bike training areas through Council’s future cycling and walking planning.

Supporting Other
Sports

2.12 Support other sports such as petanque and lawn bowls to improve facilities and seek funding, and where appropriate also support
new sports to establish in the area by providing access to spaces, such as for disc golf.

Connected Facilities
and Spaces

2.13 Improve the quality and value of connected open spaces and facilities including:
Undertake a master plan for the Gawler Showgrounds Precinct (including Princes Park and Gawler Oval) with the aim to
improve the function and value of the site through building consolidation and site redesign, increased spaces for sport and
community activity and improved connections between facilities.
Continue to negotiate on opportunities to utilise the central part of the Gawler Racecourse for sport and community events.
Implement the Gawler Urban Rivers Master Plan to achieve improved trails for organised cycling, running and walking events.
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Map 2: Organised Sport and Activities Directions
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THEME 3

Informal Recreation and Nature

Introduction
Informal recreation such as walking, bike riding, jogging, picnics, play and
skateboarding are important activities for the community and there is a need for
recreation parks, play spaces, youth activity opportunities and trails to support these
activities. Participation levels in informal recreation are increasing and therefore the
provision of recreation parks and activity opportunities is a priority for Council.
Many recreation parks and settings in the Town of Gawler have a strong connection
to nature with trees, native grasses and other landscapes playing an important role
in enhancing recreational open space. This Theme recognises and reinforces the
connection between informal recreation and nature.
The specific items that are addressed in this Theme are outlined below. Whilst trails
are essential for recreation activity, this item is addressed in the following Theme
Trails and Open Space Connections.
§
§
§
§
§
§

Nature Based Recreation Parks
Other River Parks
Event Spaces
Activated Spaces
Recreation within Sportsgrounds
Destination Neighbourhood Parks
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Informal Recreation and Nature
Key Findings
§

The character of the Town of Gawler is defined by its natural environment and
the river and watercourse networks across the LGA. Considerable natural
open space is located along Gawler River, North Para River and South Para
River. The natural environment provides appealing settings for recreation
activity.

§

Three large parcels of open space provide an opportunity for nature based
recreation: Clonlea Park, Reid Reserve and Dead Man’s Pass. The nature based
parks are well spread across the northern part of the LGA and collectively cater
for a large proportion of the community. However, the southern part of the
LGA is less well catered for with regards to nature based recreation parks.

§

The provision of parks, including the nature based parks, river parks and other
recreation parks is good with a total of 77.8 hectares. This represents 3.56
hectares per 1,000 people in 2011, 2.37 hectares per 1,000 people in 2026
based on a population of 32,858 and 2.1 hectares per 1,000 if Hewett is
included (based on a 2026 population of 36,858). The river and nature based
parks are likely to attract people from the wider region and additional
provision could therefore be justified.

§

There is potential to enhance the quality and usability of the nature based and
river parks, particularly Apex Reserve, Reid Reserve in accordance with master
planning and Dead Man’s Pass.

§

Clonlea Reserve has been developed as a quality recreation park with skate,
picnic and community court facilities. There is also potential to strengthen the
connection to and integration of natural settings within the park, including
nature based play.

§

Event spaces are lacking in the Town of Gawler and opportunities for creating
quality event and community spaces should be considered. This includes
catering for ceremonies and events held by the Kaurna and local Aboriginal
community.
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§

Youth are relatively well catered for through the skate park at Clonlea Park and
the BMX near the corner of Flinders Street and Murray Road. However, the
BMX is isolated from other facilities and there will be justification for some
additional facilities that support children and young people and broaden
activity opportunities such as basketball keys and backboards. The Town of
Gawler received Bronze Recognition from UNICEF as a Child and Youth Friendly
Community in 2015 as a result of a collective community response towards the
wellbeing of children and young people within the region. A key aspect of this
is the development of inclusive play and leisure options that support all
aspects of child development and encourage independent mobility within the
community – a Child Friendly SA goal. This goal aligns with the ongoing
development and planning for by Town of Gawler of varied open space and
recreation opportunities, including nature based and sensory play activities.

§

Use of the watercourses for water based activities is limited by a lack of water
in summer months. However, whilst an interest in creating water flow to
support canoeing and kayaking has been raised from within the community, it
is likely to be unrealistic for this to occur. NRM prefers no obstructions in the
waterways.

§

There is potential to improve the quality and function of a number of larger
recreation parks that support neighbourhoods. This includes the potential to
incorporate innovative and natural play settings to create family oriented
activity opportunities.

§

There is potential to enhance the value of cemeteries from an open space
perspective. Willaston Cemetery is a State Heritage Area recognising both the
cultural heritage of the burial area and monuments and the very important
surrounding native vegetation remnant containing over 60 native plant
species.
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Informal Recreation and Nature
Strategic Direction
Direction
Continue to strengthen the quality, appeal and diversity of the river and nature
based parks, including through the development of additional river and nature
based parks as the population increases, and to balance the provision between
the north and south of the Town. Also aim to achieve a spread of good quality
neighbourhood parks that are appealing and accessible to local communities.

Rationale
§
§

§
§
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The river environment and nature based parks provide appealing settings
for recreation and should be developed as key recreation destinations.
There is potential to establish another nature based park on Gawler River
in the south of the Town of Gawler and this would balance the provision
and support future communities.
Good quality local open space is important given not all communities live
near the rivers and larger sportsgrounds.
Plan for biodiversity outcomes as part of any new reserve along Gawler’s
rivers

Informal Recreation and Nature
The Strategies
Topic

Strategies

Nature Based Recreation
Parks

3.1

Strengthen the recreation value and accessibility of Clonlea Park through creative and innovative play, accessible areas for
older adults and people with a disability (including parking spaces, paths, picnic settings) and activity opportunities e.g:
Exercise equipment
Area to kick a ball
Basketball key
Bike riding area for small children
Accessible shelters and seating for large and small groups
Appealing and shady landscapes.

3.2

Implement the master plan for Reid Reserve and consider appropriate activity opportunities within the park such as lower key
adventure activities (ropes course, flying fox), nature based play, picnic settings and an off lead area for dogs.

3.3

Retain Dead Man’s Pass as a low key natural area with walking tracks, informal tracks and activities, nature based play, low key
picnic settings and interpretation.

3.4

In the longer term plan for a fourth nature based river park in the south of the LGA, potentially around Murray Hillier Reserve
and the existing Pony Club site along the Gawler. Develop as a low key nature reserve similar to Dead Man’s Pass and include
nature trails and picnic settings.

3.5

Undertake improvements to Apex Park and maintain heritage landscape. Give consideration to appealing and creative picnic
and play settings, enhanced landscaping, art works, quality toilets at the site and improved streetscape and visual connections
to the town centre. The natural character and heritage value of the site should be enhanced and infrastructure and play
equipment should be sensitively designed and located with minimal fencing.

3.6

Investigate opportunities to establish additional recreation parks and nodes along the South Para River, including through:
The purchase of public or private land that adjoins the South Para River (opportunities to be investigated)
Alternative use of existing Council sites such as the Elderly Centre land
This could include encouraging the State Government to acquire or contribute funding towards key parcels of land.

Other River Parks
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Informal Recreation and Nature
The Strategies (continued)
Topic

Strategies

Event Spaces

3.7 Establish a larger event space in the central part of the Town of Gawler with appropriate infrastructure and the capacity to support
regional events and regular markets and community activities. Opportunities could include:
Princes Park around the Showground area
Land along North Para River including the golf course site if acquired by Council or the State Government (potentially connecting
to the 3 metre wide bridge across the river)
3.8 Strengthen the function of Apex Park to support low key community events and celebrations through the suggested enhancements to
the site, whilst managing impacts on the heritage trees and site character.
3.9 Design Goose Island to be a low key treed and grassed area that is suitable for smaller community events, picnics and casual
community use (play, games, activity). The reserve should have limited development due to the flood prone nature of the land but it
could be designed to use the existing amphitheatre space for small events and theatre nights. A natural play or adventure area could
also be incorporated within the Goose Island reserve with sensitively designed and located picnic facilities and increased trees and
shade. The footbridge will require replacement to support this development and use.
3.10 Explore opportunities for a special location for ceremonies and events for the Aboriginal communities in consultation with the Kaurna
and local Aboriginal community.

Activated Spaces

3.11 Through the river parks and nature based parks, aim to achieve activated spaces with a greater variety of activity opportunities for
children and young people such as dirt jump, innovative, adventure and nature play, spider web climbers, basketball keys and
backboards, table tennis, skateable spaces, and also cater for adults, e.g. exercise equipment, fitness trails, orienteering opportunities,
walking and cycling, tennis, disc golf, and stop off areas for road racing activities.

Recreation within
Sportsgrounds

3.12 Create appealing recreation settings within sportsgrounds and particularly the existing and suggested Sport and Community Hubs.
This should include quality play spaces, shelters and picnic settings that support sportsground users and encourage spectators.

Destination
Neighbourhood
Parks

3.13 Establish some higher level neighbourhood parks across the Town of Gawler that provide a recreation destination for
neighbourhoods. These parks could include irrigated spaces, trees and landscapes, natural settings playspaces, other activity
opportunities and picnic areas and they should be well designed and good quality (robust, appealing landscapes etc). Five to six
higher quality neighbourhood parks could be spread across the District including the potential rehabilitation of Haines Road Reserve
and improvements to Barkley Crescent Reserve land in Willaston, e.g. some irrigation, tree planting and playspace. The specific parks
will need to be determined by Council as part of future planning.

Cemeteries

3.14 Continue to maintain and improve cemeteries to enhance their recreation and natural values (e.g. paths, interpretation, shade,
seating, trees and biodiversity) in accordance with their management plan, e.g. the Willaston Cemetery Management Plan.
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Map 3: Informal Recreation and Nature Directions
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THEME 4

Trails and Open Space Connections

Introduction
Trails are highly valuable for supporting cycling and bike riding, walking, walking a
dog, jogging, scooters and other activities. These are all high participation activities
and safe off road trails are required to support these and other activities. Providing a
safe setting for these activities encourages people to be active and experience
different places. Often trails are linked to natural settings and recreation areas to
enhance the appeal of the trails and activities.
The river systems in the Town of Gawler provide ideal settings and opportunities for
establishing trail connections and trails have already been developed along parts of
the rivers. This Theme focuses on enhancing and strengthening the trail systems
along the rivers and through other connection opportunities.
‘Open space connections’ also refers to the linking of reserves through pathways and
the creation of habitat corridors along reserves. Roadway connections with a
streetscape focus are also important when catering for cyclists and providing local
opportunities for walking.
The specific items that are addressed in this Theme are as follows:
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§

Existing Trails Planning
River Trail
Connections to Key Open Space
Town Loops and Connections
Connection to the Town Centre
Cycle and Pedestrian Connections
Equestrian Trails
Pathway Enhancements
Landscapes and Settings
Adjoining Council Connections
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Trails and Open Space Connections
Key Findings
§

Previous planning undertaken by Council such as the Gawler Urban Rivers
Master Plan and Gawler Walking and Cycling Plan as well as other bodies such
as the Metropolitan Local Government Group’s Cycling Strategy provide good
directions and should be implemented over time.

§

Land along the Gawler River, North Para River and South Para River
watercourses provides excellent open space corridor and connection
opportunities.

§

The Gawler River Path – Tapa Pariara is a valued resource and well used for
bike riding and walking. However, there is potential to extend the trail along
the South Para River and Gawler River to the south.

§

There is potential to create linear connections within the Town of Gawler
including through:
Future housing developments
Power line corridors (although the quality of these spaces for recreation is
not high)
Open space located along Main North Road south of Gawler South Oval

§

There is demand for improved road networks and facilities that support road
cycling.

§

A railway line from Gawler to Roseworthy is being considered as a potential
connection to adjoining Council areas. The width of this corridor could enable
a trail, even if the railway line is re-established in the future.

§

There is potential to create connections to adjoining local councils particularly
through the river trail networks, the Gawler Greenway and the Roseworthy
railway line (rail trail) opportunity.

§

Various other trail and pathway opportunities will exist, including in the rural
areas of Gawler.
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Trails and Open Space Connections
Strategic Direction
Direction
Taking existing planning into consideration, create an integrated network of
linear trails and loops that support and encourage walking, bike riding and other
activities (e.g. scooters, jogging) by a range of age and interest groups. This will
involve extending and enhancing the trails and paths along the river systems,
creating additional trails and connections across the Town of Gawler and to
schools through existing and future linear open space, pathways and road
networks.

Rationale
§
§

§

§
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Considerable planning has been undertaken regarding trails opportunities
and these plans should be implemented.
The open space located along the rivers provides an excellent opportunity
for a trails network. Currently there are connection constraints that should
be addressed.
Opportunities for additional pathways and trails exist where there is linear
open space including through Power Line easements and wide verges
along main roads.
Linear open space and trail connections can be established through future
housing developments.

Trails and Open Space Connections
The Strategies
Topic

Strategies

Existing Trails Planning

4.1

Implement the Gawler Urban Rivers Master Plan to achieve a balanced and strategic approach to achieving sustainable,
appealing and usable open space corridors, connections and systems.

River Trail

4.2

Extend the trail network along the river systems with the ultimate aim to extend along the Gawler River to the South and the
length of the North Para River and South Para River as shown on Map 4. Use the trail network to connect people to the river
and nature based parks along the rivers. Negotiating ‘right of way’ arrangements with private land owners may be required
to achieve this.

Connections to Key Open
Space

4.3

Establish connections from the river trail network to other key open space including:
Create a link between Gawler River and Karbeethan Reserve (this will require land acquisition)
Create a link along the Main North Road ‘land verge’ from Gawler South Oval to the suggested new sports hub in the
south
Establish a cycle link to Elliot Goodger Memorial Reserve from North Para River and consider a further link across the
unused rail line to Paternoster Road
Create links to schools
Establish other links identified through previous Council planning

Town Loops and Connections

4.4

Create walking and cycle loops and connections around the Town of Gawler through establishing and linking to existing
linear connections as shown on Map 4. The opportunities reflect recent planning by Council staff and also aim to connect to
additional open space such as the suggested new Sport and Community Hub in the south.

Connection to the Town
Centre

4.5

Strengthen the connection between the Town Centre and South Para River and key river parks such as Apex Park and Goose
Island. This can be achieved through quality pathways, streetscapes and signage that guide people between the river and
the town centre with a particular focus on connecting to spaces and facilities planned for in the Gawler Connect project
(heritage buildings, community library, performing arts facility and public spaces).
Streetscapes in Walker Place and Tod Street and enhancements to the strip of land in front of Apex Park and Goose Island
(where the existing toilets are) have been identified as a particular priority in the town centre planning. The Town Centre
Urban Design Precinct Plan will look at strengthening and /or creating linkages throughout the town centre to key civic areas:
Walker Place has the potential to become the civic heart of the town and a centre point for community activities
Goose Island is suitable to host a number of seasonal/temporary events (e.g. festivals, markets, outdoor cinema)
Pioneer Park provides 10,000m2 of public open space and could be further used for event activations
Pedestrian links within the centre and around the edges, footpath connections, better disabled access, and landscaped
connections will all be key elements to a better functioning network of civic areas.

Cycle and Pedestrian
Connections

4.6

Review and implement Council’s Walking and Cycling Plan and the Local Government Association’s Metropolitan Local
Government Group Cycling Strategy to develop a Principal Pedestrian Network Plan with the aim to achieve and strengthen
pedestrian and cycling opportunities around and beyond the Town of Gawler.
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Trails and Open Space Connections
The Strategies (continued)
Topic

Strategies

Road Networks

4.7

Continue to identify, promote and create safe road networks that support commuters, organised events and community
movement around the Town of Gawler and to the regional trail networks. Specific opportunities should be identified
through the review of the Council’s Walking and Cycling Plan.

Equestrian Trails

4.8

Plan for a trail network that supports equestrian and unstructured horse riding activities and provides a connection to the
suggested new Pony Club and the Gawler River. This includes increasing horse riding opportunities in the southern areas and
maintaining an equestrian focus at the suggested river park where the existing Pony Club is located, e.g. by incorporating a
trail rest area designed for people with horses.

Pathway Enhancements

4.9

Improve the location and quality of pathways within key open spaces including around sportsgrounds and the river and
nature based parks. This will involve replacing some pathways and improving access through appropriate gradients, entry
points and connections. All pathways in the key open spaces should aim to be accessible to people with a disability.

School Connections

4.10 Strengthen connections to schools including between train stations and schools. A particular priority is to improve the
quality, safety and accessibility of the pathway from Tambelin railway station to Trinity College and the Main North
Road/Gawler Bypass underpass.

Landscapes and Settings

4.11 Improve the quality and appeal of settings and landscapes along the river trail network and pathways in key parks and
sportsgrounds through increased shady trees, seating, shelters and picnic settings linked to the pathways. All recreation
nodes linked to pathways should be accessible to people with a disability.

Adjoining Council Connections

4.12 In partnership with other councils plan for opportunities to strengthen the walking and cycling connections between the
Town of Gawler and the surrounding council areas including through:
The rail corridor to Concordia and in the longer term to Roseworthy
Further connections with the Jack Bobridge Track including an off road connection between the Gawler Town Centre
and the ‘Wheatsheaf’
Connections to the Stuart O’Grady Bikeway
The Gawler Greenway (rail corridor cycling path) and connections to the south
Network the regional trails through defined local linkages including by the adjoining Local Councils such as the
Bentley Road connection to Playford and the Gawler River path.
Continue to review, upgrade and promote the regional trails and linkages

Other Rural Connections

4.13 Consider other trail and pathway opportunities in the rural area, taking into consideration the listing provided in Appendix C.
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Map 4: Trails and Open Space Connections
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THEME 5

The Environment and Climate Adaptation

Introduction
The Town of Gawler is endowed with appealing and unique natural environments
along its river systems and through bushland and treed areas. As such, the natural
environment is a key focus of the Town of Gawler Open Space, Sport and Recreation
Plan 2025.
Climate change adaptation is also a priority as part of the Local Government
commitment across Australia to ensuring an appropriate response to climate change
adaptation and mitigation.
The Town of Gawler has undertaken considerable planning regarding the natural
environment and it is important to recognise and promote the implementation of
that planning. Further planning will be required and this is identified in this Theme.
This Theme provides directions for both the natural environment and climate change
and shows the connection between these two priorities.
The specific items that are addressed in this Theme are as follows:
§
§
§
§
§
§
§
§

Protecting Natural Environments
Biodiversity
‘Green’ Environments
Open Space Irrigation
Drainage and Stormwater
Landscapes
Climate Change
Environmental Protection
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The Environment and Climate Adaptation
Key Findings
§

The natural environments in the Town of Gawler, including the riparian corridors and
bushland areas, define the character of the Town of Gawler and therefore should be
protected and appropriately managed.

§

The Gawler Urban Rivers Master Plan has been developed by Council to guide the
management and use of the South Para River and North Para River environs. The
implementation of this and other environmental plans and actions should be a
priority.

§

Council is also developing an Environmental Management Plan to address the future
management of environmental and climate change issues.

§

There is potential to create appealing and usable recreation settings through
stormwater management and water sensitive urban design initiatives.

§

Climate change adaptation is becoming increasingly important to local government
with the need to manage the impacts of extreme heat, drought and uncertain
weather conditions. The longer periods of extremes will affect daytime activities in
open spaces. This will require a greater canopy cover in areas where most used
paths and high foot traffic occur.

§

As such, while the main road shopping area has covered footpaths, the remainder of
streets will need to have verge canopy cover consistency in order to link up and
create a network of foot traffic distribution throughout the town.

§

Flooding occurrences might become more frequent with the extended cold and rainy
periods. This might affect the Gawler river systems, with a potential impact of
erosion along the linear park which will require greater areas of vegetation cover.
Council is currently working with the Natural Resources Management Board to
reduce the erosion effects on the immediate river course, further planting of
surrounding areas are needed to stabilise the soil and the effects of water scarring
erosion.
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The Environment and Climate Adaptation
Strategic Direction
Direction

Rationale

Continue to protect and strengthen the natural environment, including by
enhancing the biodiversity and habitat value of various types of open space
(including cemeteries). Innovative and sound approaches to environmental
conservation and management should be adopted, including by appropriately
responding to climate change and managing the collection and use of water to
increase the sustainability of all open space types.

§
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§
§

The natural environment defines the character of the Town of Gawler and
represents a significant proportion of the open space.
The natural environment is a priority for the community and there is strong
interest in protecting and strengthening natural settings and biodiversity.
It is important for local government to have strategies in place that adapt
to climate change and manage the use of water.

The Environment and Climate Adaptation
The Strategies
Topic

Strategies

Riparian Corridor
Improvements

5.1

Undertake improvements to the riparian corridors and strengthen the associated open space and indigenous riparian vegetation
through the implementation of the Gawler Urban Rivers Master Plan.

Protecting Natural
Environments

5.2

Continue to conserve and regenerate natural environments including bushland areas and the riparian corridors. This will include
implementing Biodiversity and Management Plans, as well as the Action Plans in the Gawler Urban Rivers Master Plan for:
Dead Man’s Pass
River Junction Precinct
Gawler River Precinct
Gawler Central Precinct
Clonlea and surrounds

5.3

Continue to support community groups (such as the Gawler Environment and Heritage Association Inc.) to undertake projects
relating to natural environments, including revegetation and land management projects.

Biodiversity

5.4

Increase and strengthen biodiversity and the habitat value of vegetation across the Town of Gawler, including in natural settings,
along the river systems, in other parks connected to cemeteries and in other reserves. This will require the development of a
Biodiversity Management Plan that has a particular focus along the river environs and open space corridors and habitat areas.

‘Green’ Environments

5.5

In accordance with the Gawler Urban Rivers Master Plan and other environmental plans and directions, develop open space to be
sensitive to the natural environment and to contribute to the objectives of the environmental planning. This includes placing a
focus on greening open space settings through indigenous and native plantings (trees, bushes, native grasses) and designing
buildings to be sympathetic to the natural environment.

Open Space Irrigation

5.6

Undertake a review of irrigation approaches and water use, including:
A review of sportsground water use and irrigation systems to consider opportunities for improved water efficiencies
A review of the irrigated grassed areas within recreation parks and other reserves, including whether parts of reserves
could be landscaped with drought tolerant plants and native grasses to reduce water use (rather than irrigated grass)
A review of whether any parks should not be irrigated (taking the hierarchy, type, community value and potential use of
the open space into consideration)
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The Environment and Climate Adaptation
The Strategies (continued)
Topic

Strategies

Drainage and
Stormwater

5.7

Design floodplains and stormwater and drainage systems to be usable and functional using Water Sensitive Urban Design
principles and good practice.

Landscapes

5.8

Continue to plant trees and native grasses and enhance landscapes with a particular focus on creating shady and sustainable
environments. This includes the use of drought tolerant plants and consideration of climate change adaptation opportunities. In
creating landscapes in open space, care should be given to protecting and strengthening natural landscapes including native
grasses.

Climate Change

5.9

Develop and implement a Climate Change Action Plan that reflects the South Australian Local Government Climate Adaptation
Planning Guidelines and SA Integrated Climate Adaptation Planning and gives consideration to:
Develop and implement a Principal Pedestrian Network Plan that considers tree planting and general amenity including
appropriate landscapes, shade and shelter
Plan greater erosion control in areas of secondary value to the main river channel
Note that a Principal Pedestrian Network Plan should identify transport nodes and routes, open space, shopping strips, schools
and leisure centres that can funnel pedestrians to their desired destinations. This will enable Council to develop a hierarchy of
service levels for various streets, and align capital works expenditure on routes with higher levels of pedestrian activity.

Environmental
Protection

5.10 Strengthen planning and policy to protect natural areas and river environs and clearly define appropriate practices including
through Council’s Development Plan Policy and Land Divisions Standards and Guidelines. This will involve the development of a
Biodiversity Plan that:
§ Guides the management of pests in Council reserves (animal pests and weeds)
§ Contributes to managing access to higher value conservation areas
This should include requirements to ensure that open space land proposed to come into Council ownership is an asset rather than
a liability in terms of useability, weed control, native vegetation and conservation.
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Map 5: The Environment and Climate Adaptation Directions
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THEME 6

Aquatic and Indoor Sport and Recreation
Facilities

Introduction
The Town of Gawler provides an existing 50m outdoor swimming pool that is well
used and appreciated by the community, but it is ageing and located on a
constrained site. A 25m indoor pool is provided within the Trinity College STARplex
complex.
The Council also provides a sport and community facility with indoor activity spaces
but it is poorly designed and not benefiting the community to the degree that it
could. Four quality indoor courts are provided within STARplex.
A direction is required for both Council facilities including whether the facilities
should be connected. However, planning for aquatic and indoor sport facilities is
complex and therefore any direction in this Plan can only be at a high level with the
main outcome being to guide future planning and feasibility assessments for these
facilities.
The specific items addressing in this Theme are as follows:
§
§
§
§
§

Short Term Facility Maintenance
New Aquatic Facility
Indoor Sport and Recreation
Community Centre Integration
Regional Facility Partnerships
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Aquatic and Indoor Sport and Recreation Facilities
Key Findings
Aquatic Centres
§

The existing 50 metre outdoor swimming pool located in Essex Park is ageing (it
is 53 years old and reaching the end of its life) and structural issues have been
identified by Council. The pool is leaking and the water and maintenance costs
are increasing. The pool has other design issues such as non-complying and
varying lane lengths and depth constraints (it is too deep including in the shallow
end). The pool is located on a tight site with limited car parking and little room
for expansion. There is an interest within the community to retain an outdoor
50 metre pool in the Town of Gawler and some members of the community are
keen for the pool to remain at the existing site.

§

There is likely to be demand and justification for an indoor 25 metre pool linked
to an outdoor 50 metre pool to support existing activities and indoor learn to
swim and other swim programs. This is based on a wider regional catchment of
at least 62,606 and up to 130,000 (as at 2036). An indoor 50 metre pool would
not be justified as this requires 150,000 (based on Parks and Leisure Australia
(PLA) benchmarks) and an indoor 50 metre pool is provided in the City of
Playford.

§

An indoor 25 metre pool requires a population of 30,000 based on Parks and
Leisure Australia (PLA) benchmarks. Given the potential population catchment
for a swimming pool in 2026 is 54,858 (including Hewett and Concordia), this
suggests that the Town of Gawler should be able to sustain activities at STARplex
as well as another 25 metre indoor pool. However, this is on the basis that
STARplex is not expanded to include another 25 metre pool.
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§

The existing Council swimming pool site for an expanded facility is problematic
due to the tight site and the location of tennis courts in Essex Park next to the
swimming pool. These courts are good quality, well located and well used.
However, the courts would need to be relocated if the existing swimming pool
site is expanded.

§

Whilst planning for a new aquatic centre in the Town of Gawler is underway, in
the meantime a commitment to maintaining the existing Council swimming pool
is required (around $230K pa). The Long Term Capital Works program includes
$110k pa for four years starting 2016/17.

Aquatic and Indoor Sport and Recreation Facilities
Key Findings (continued)
Indoor Sport and Recreation
§

The Council indoor sport and community centre located in Princes Park is
beginning to age and has been added to in sections which results in a poorly
design and functioning building. The courts are not suitable for indoor
basketball or netball (from a size and flooring perspective) and are mainly used
for roller sports. However, the provision of a space for roller sports is valued by
the community and it is well used. In addition, the centre caters for a range of
activities such as gymnastics, martial arts, dance and fitness programs and a
multi-use approach is adopted overall. The appropriate use of any future
Council indoor facility needs to be assessed. The site of the existing centre is
large and there is good space for car parking with links to the other sporting
facilities and a school.

§

STARplex includes four high quality indoor courts that cater for basketball and
other indoor sports. That facility is well used by the schools linked to the
complex and the Central Districts Basketball Club, as well as other sports and
activities. The centre also includes a high quality fitness centre and links to an
indoor swimming pool. Based on Parks and Leisure Australia (PLA) Industry
Benchmarks the provision of more than one district level indoor sport facility in
the Town of Gawler could result in over supply unless another centre has a
different activity focus, e.g. community sport, gymnastics, martial arts and roller
sports versus basketball and badminton.

§

Linking an aquatic centre with indoor sport is not essential from a user
perspective as the facilities cater for different activities. However, there is a
benefit in linking facilities from a management perspective.
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Aquatic and Indoor Sport and Recreation Facilities
Strategic Direction
Direction
Improve the quality and sustainability of the aquatic and indoor sport, recreation
and community facilities in the Town of Gawler through the continued
maintenance and future replacement and upgrade of the existing facilities,
whilst giving consideration to the existence and role of STARplex.

Rationale
§
§

§
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Council’s existing aquatic and indoor sport and recreation facilities are
ageing and there are location and design issues with each facility.
Council’s existing aquatic and indoor facilities will require ongoing
maintenance until new facilities can be established, due to the high
community value of these facilities.
STARplex is a key facility that caters for community needs for swimming
and indoor sport. Any Council facilities should aim to complement rather
than compete with STARplex.

Aquatic and Indoor Sport and Recreation Facilities
The Strategies
Topic

Strategies

Short Term Facility
Maintenance

6.1

New Aquatic Facility

6.2 Undertake a Feasibility Study to plan for a new 50 metre outdoor pool linked to an indoor 25 metre pool and potentially also health
and fitness facilities. The specific components would need to be determined through the planning and consideration should be
given to different location options such as:
A new aquatic facility on the existing site at Essex Park although this would require removal and relocation of the tennis court
complex.
A new aquatic facility on an alternative Council site or other land that is considered to be high profile and accessible (various
options could be considered).
The planning would require consultation with the swimming pool users, the Gawler District Tennis Association, Tennis SA and other
stakeholders. Cost, funding and management options would need to be determined, including whether there could be a potential
management partnership with STARplex.

Indoor Sport and
Recreation

6.3 Undertake a Feasibility Study to guide the design and development of a Sport and Community Centre, potentially at Princes Park.
The study should:
Consider the feasibility of redesigning and/or replacing the existing centre at Princes Park
Determine the facility components and consider opportunities for flexible multi-use and innovative design
Consider opportunities for facility consolidation (e.g. the inclusion of existing standalone Council owned or managed facilities
or services such as the Elderly Centre and Meals on Wheels)
Highlight opportunities for differentiating the facility design and use from STARplex e.g. less traditional court sports –
volleyball, table tennis
Consider other higher profile and accessible site options
Consider opportunities for providing flexible spaces for club use, e.g. for the Gawler Veteran, Vintage and Classic Vehicle Club.
Consider incorporating squash courts with in the development (including flexible squash and fitness spaces)
Guide a redesign of the Showgrounds site and link to broader site planning (e.g. consider Essex Park in the planning)
Determine costings and funding options
Consider management and partnership opportunities (including with STARplex)

In the short term, while planning is underway, continue to allocate appropriate resources to the maintenance of Council’s existing
swimming pool and sport and community centre to ensure facilities remain safe, healthy and functional. This will involve
implementing a recent Swimming Pool Condition Report and Council’s Asset Management Plan.
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Aquatic and Indoor Sport and Recreation Facilities
The Strategies (continued)
Topic

Strategies

Community Centre
Integration

6.4

As part of the Indoor Sport and Community Centre Feasibility Study, consider the integration of a community centre within the
facility including through the relocation of other facility users to the centre, e.g. the Elderly Centre users. This will require
consideration of other facility consolidation opportunities in consultation with the relevant user groups.

Regional Facility
Partnerships

6.5

Negotiate planning, resource and funding partnerships with adjoining local councils and State and Federal Government funding
bodies to achieve the regional sport, recreation and aquatic facilities.
A shared contribution approach should be considered given aquatic and indoor sport and recreation facilities in the Town of Gawler
will be servicing communities in Hewett, Concordia and the wider area. The Town of Gawler will not have the resources to develop
facilities on its own and the regional nature of the Town will require a regional approach to major facility provision and
development.
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Map 6: Aquatic and Indoor Sport and Recreation Facilities
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3

IMPLEMENTING THE PLAN

This section provides a guide for implementing the Town of Gawler Open Space,
Sport & Recreation Plan 2025 and specifically includes the following:
§

A suggested approach to implementing the different components within the
Plan.

§

An Action Plan which outlines potential projects for consideration in Council’s
future Works Programs and other funding opportunities. A priority is allocated
to each project and an indication of cost is provided.

§

Consideration of potential partnership and funding opportunities to achieve the
directions, strategies and projects.
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Strategic Approach to Implementation
The Town of Gawler Open Space, Sport & Recreation Plan 2025 provides a direction
for open space and sport and recreation facilities for the next 10 years. The Plan will
require general endorsement and ongoing support from Council to be achieved.
The Open Space, Sport & Recreation Plan 2025 includes high level strategic directions
as well as specific projects and actions for each Theme topic. This includes:
§
§
§

An Strategic Direction
Strategies that respond to findings at a strategic level
Specific Projects and Actions (as outlined in section 3.2)

Each of the above ‘aspects’ of the Plan will require a different approach to
implementation as indicated in the chart below.

Component of the Plan

Recommended Approach to Implementation

Strategic Directions

Endorse the Strategic Directions and follow the general principles
and intention of the directions. The Strategic Directions provide a
strategic framework for each Theme.

Strategies

Adopt the practices and approaches recommended in the
strategies and undertake actions that will achieve the strategies.
Some of the strategies include specific actions that should be
actioned.

Projects and Actions

Undertake projects and actions referred to or relating to the
strategies in each Theme by including these in Council’s works
programs, asset management plans and long term financial plan.
(The projects and actions are outlined in section 3.2)
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Implementing the Town of Gawler Open Space, Sport & Recreation Plan 2025 will
require the ongoing endorsement of and support for actions, projects and initiatives
that relate to the Plan. Actioning specific items in the Plan will be crucial to achieving
the broader directions.
The Plan’s implementation will require a person or a group within Council who can
act as a ‘champion’ for the Plan and identify and guide the actioning of specific
strategies, projects and actions.
To ensure a coordinated and strategic approach to implementation, the best
approach would be to establish an across Council ‘implementation group’ who can
discuss and guide specific responses to the Plan and recommend funding and
resource allocation as appropriate. The Open Space, Sport & Recreation Plan 2025 is
relevant to most of Council’s broader roles and responsibilities.

Actioning Projects and Actions
Specific projects and actions that are referred to or relate to the strategies in each
Theme in the Open Space, Sport & Recreation Plan 2025 are summarised in an Action
Plan, which is provided as Appendix B.

Undertaking further planning for key sites should be a priority as the planning will
ensure the most appropriate design and improvement of sites and the plans can be
used to seek grant funding and guide developments.

The Action Plan includes:

The main priority future planning is as follows:

§
§
§
§

Identification of the related Theme and strategy
The project or action that should be actioned
A suggested priority linked to potential timing
A broad estimate of cost to assist with resource allocation

Whilst the broad estimates of cost are based on current practices and have involved
cost planner input, these figures can only be indicative and detailed costings will be
required at the time of implementing each project or action.
The priority allocation relates to the following timing as part of a suggested staged
approach to implementation.
Priority

1.

Develop a master plan for Karbeethan Reserve to guide development of the site
expansion as well as the design of and improvement to the whole site.

2.

Undertake a feasibility study and develop a master plan for Gawler Oval, Princes
Park, the Showgrounds site and Essex Park. One feasibility and master plan
study that connects these areas could be undertaken. This planning will guide
the future provision of aquatic and indoor facilities and also guide the design
and development of the sites.

3.

Allocation of appropriate land for sporting and recreation facilities and open
space in new development areas.

Timing (date of commencement)

1

Commence within 2 years

2

Commence within 5 years

3

Commence within 10 years

The projects and actions should be considered and reflected in Council’s long term
financial plan, asset management planning and annual works plans in accordance
with the priority allocated and subject to available resources.
The Action Plan has been provided to Council as an Excel file that can be added to
and evolved over time.
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Cost Implications of the Plan
Based on the Action Plan in Appendix B, a broad estimate of the cost of achieving the
projects and actions in the Open Space, Sport & Recreation Plan 2025 is indicatively
between $13.407M and $21.182M. This does not include the future development of
the swimming pool and indoor sport and recreation facilities, as this will require a
feasibility study before the costings of these facilities can be determined.
A summary of the broad estimate of costs linked to the Themes and taking priorities
and potential timing into consideration is provided in the chart on this page.
Implementing the Action Plan and other strategies in the Open Space, Sport &
Recreation Plan 2025 will require a staged approach linked to priority and resource
availability. The specific timing of projects and actions will need to be determined by
Council over time, taking other priorities into consideration.
In addition to capital works, further resources are likely to be required for open
space and facility maintenance and management following the establishment of new
open spaces and sport and recreation facilities. Additional parks and higher level
facilities will require an allocation of additional funds to maintain the open space and
facilities to an appropriate standard in the future.
There should be no expectation that Council will fund all or part of the strategies in
this Plan. Shared funding and partnerships will be required including with other
levels of government, adjoining councils, private developers, local schools, and sport,
recreation and community groups.

Broad Estimate of Costs for Projects and Actions
Theme

Priority 1 (commence
within 2 years)

Priority 2 (commence
within 5 years)

Priority 3 (commence
within 10 years)

Theme 1: Open
Space Provision and
Design*

-

-

-

Theme 2: Organised
Outdoor Sport and
Activities

-

$4.09M – $6.297M

$2.276M – $3.092M

Theme 3: Recreation
and Nature

$2.04M – $2.9M

$3.048M – $5.696M

-

Theme 4: Trails and
Open Space
Connections

$353K - $597K

-

-

Theme 5: The
Environment and
Climate Adaptation

$1.0M - $1.6M

$600K - $1.0M

-

Theme 6: Aquatic
and Indoor Sport and
Recreation Facilities*

-

-

-

TOTALS

$3.393M - $5.097M

$7.738M - $12.993M

$2.276M - $3.092M

* Theme 1 (Open Space Provision and Design) and Theme 6 (Aquatic and Indoor Sport and
Recreation Facilities) require further analysis and feasibility assessment to enable costings.
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Reviewing the Plan
The Town of Gawler Open Space, Sport & Recreation Plan 2025 should be reviewed
on an ongoing basis by Council. This will ensure the Plan remains current and will
also enable projects and actions to evolve over time to reflect future planning,
changing community needs, cost variances and the availability of resources.
The Strategic Directions should generally remain the same but some strategies and
projects may need to change where community needs, issues, opportunities and
priorities vary in the future.
The ‘implementation group’ suggested in section 3.1 could undertake the role of
reviewing the Open Space, Sport & Recreation Plan 2025. In particular, the
implementation group could:
§

Review and add to the projects and actions in the Plan on an annual basis. This
would include recording the implementation status of the projects and actions
and reviewing their priority.

§

Undertake a more detailed review of the strategies and projects every 5 years to
consider and reflect changing community needs, issues and opportunities.

It will be vital for the Town of Gawler Open Space, Sport & Recreation Plan 2025 to
be seen as a ‘live’ working document that is continually reviewed, implemented and
reflected in other future planning.
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Partnerships and Funding
The Town of Gawler Open Space, Sport & Recreation Plan 2025 involves a number of
strategies that will require a large allocation of funding. This includes:

As such, the Town of Gawler Council will not have the resources to achieve many of
the directions in the Plan on its own and opportunities for funding and partnerships
will be crucial. This could include but will not be limited to:

§

Acquiring land for future sporting facilities, recreation destinations and open
space connections.

§

§

Establishing new sport and recreation facilities, including expanded and new
sportsgrounds.

Affordable land allocations by the State Government, particularly within the
rural zone buffer area.

§

§

Undertaking major upgrades to key open spaces and sport and recreation
facilities.

Funding for land acquisitions that enable recreation destinations and linear
connections to be achieved, e.g. through available DPTI funding programs.

§

§

Providing open spaces and facilities for future population areas such as Gawler
East.

Funding for sportsground development and establishment through ORS (Office
for Recreation and Sport) major facilities funding.

§

Adjoining Councils contributing to regional open space development and sport
and recreation facility replacement and upgrade (e.g. linear open space along
the rivers, recreation destinations, new and upgraded sportsgrounds, upgraded
swimming pool and indoor sport and recreation facilities).

§

Negotiated agreements with developers regarding the provision and
embellishment of open spaces and facilities in new development areas, as well
as potential contribution towards regional facilities.

§

A potential rate levy linked to specific outcomes that benefit the community.

§

Partnerships with schools and the private sector regarding facility provision,
access and improvements.

§

Community contributions towards facility improvements including through user
contributions and fund raising initiatives.

The Town of Gawler has the potential to increase its regional focus and value
including people’s desire to live, work, shop and recreate in the Town. An
appropriate provision of good quality and well located open space and sport and
recreation facilities will contribute to achieving this, and the Open Space, Sport &
Recreation Plan 2025 provides the tool for this to occur. However, achieving the
Plan will require an appropriate allocation of funds including through partnerships
and grant funding.
The Town of Gawler Council has numerous other planning priorities and despite
future population growth, the Town of Gawler rate base will ultimately be
constrained by the geographical size of the local government area. In addition, the
close proximity of Hewett and Concordia to the Town of Gawler could result in the
Town of Gawler supporting communities in adjoining Council areas without a
financial contribution (through rates).
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The specific opportunities for partnerships and obtaining funds to contribute to
achieving major projects and initiatives will need to be determined over time and will
require discussion and negotiation with the various potential partners. The
suggested Council implementation group could facilitate the partnership and funding
opportunities with senior management involvement.
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APPENDIX A

TOWN OF GAWLER
OPEN SPACE PLANNING FRAMEWORK

June 2016
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OPEN SPACE PLANNING
FRAMEWORK
Developed by Suzanne Suter,
Principal Suter Planners
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INTRODUCTION
The Open Space Planning Framework has been developed as part of the Town of
Gawler Open Space, Sport and Recreation Plan 2025 and specifically relates to the
directions and strategies relating to Theme 1: Open Space Provision and Design.
The Open Space Planning Framework includes the following:
1.

Open space type definitions and general planning approaches.

2.

A hierarchy framework to guide the provision and development of different
levels of open space.

3.

A guide for developing key types and hierarchy levels of open space.

4.

A guide to assist with obtaining appropriate open space as part of land
acquisition and new development planning.

5.

A suggested approach if land divestment is considered in the future.

The Town of Gawler Open Space Planning Framework draws and builds on guidelines
previously developed for other Local Councils and the SA Local Government Sport
and Recreation Facilities Sustainability Group (LGSRFSG) as outlined on the
Acknowledgements page.
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‘OPEN SPACE TYPE’ GUIDE
‘Open Space Type’ Definitions
The Town of Gawler Open Space, Sport and Recreation Plan 2025 has involved
allocating an Open Space Type category to each parcel of open space. The ‘Type’
categories and a definition for each Open Space Type are outlined in the chart
below.

The Open Space Types are reflective of the character of the Town of Gawler and
some are therefore unique while others are consistent with definitions used by
other Councils. The definitions consider the role of land types from an open space
perspective.

Open Space Type

Definition (linked to the Town of Gawler Open Space, Sport and Recreation Plan 2025)

Example

Sportsground

A Sportsground refers to larger parcels of land where one or more sports and organised activities are played. A
sportsground could include ovals, playing fields, outdoor courts and/or other sporting facilities, e.g. cricket nets, baseball
diamond.

Gawler Oval

River Park

A River Park refers to larger parcels of land located on a river bank that are formally landscaped and maintained to cater for
recreation or community gatherings, e.g. picnics, play, exercise, other recreation activities, events.

Apex Park

Nature Based
Park

A Nature Based Park refers to larger areas of land that have a nature focus (e.g. native trees, habitat, biodiversity) but are
also suitable for informal recreation such as picnics, bush walking and nature play.

Reid Reserve

Park

A Park refers to stand alone and smaller parcels of land that have a recreation or aesthetic value. A park could include a
playspace or other recreation activity opportunities or it could just be a grassed and treed area.

Pioneer Park
Reserve

Linear Connection

A Linear Connection refers to open space parcels that are connected to form a linear space. A linear connection will
generally include a pathway or trail aimed at catering for walking, bike riding and other community activities.

Corey Street
Reserve link to
Potts Road

Natural Area
Watercourse

A Natural Area Watercourse refers to land located along the banks of a natural watercourse (river or creekline) that
incorporates riparian, indigenous or native vegetation. A Natural Area Watercourse could provide a linear connection
opportunity, but the primary purpose of the land will be as a natural area.

Para Para
River Reserve
adjacent Para
Para Close
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‘Open Space Type’ Definitions (continued)

Open Space Type

Definition (linked to the Town of Gawler Open Space, Sport and Recreation Plan 2025)

Example

Natural Area
Reserve

A Natural Area Reserve refers to natural areas with indigenous and native vegetation that are not alongside a watercourse.

Native
vegetation on
the perimeter
of Willaston
Cemetery

Community

Community open space refers to land that is predominantly used for community buildings such as a swimming pool or
indoor sports centre.

Essex Park
(swimming
pool area)

Streetscape

A Streetscape refers to the landscaping and structures within a street that contribute to the character and amenity of the
street. A streetscape could incorporate a verge, a road closure, street trees, pathways, lighting, art work and other features.

Nineteenth
Street
landscape
beds

Drainage

A Drainage reserve refers to land that primarily has a water management function such as drainage or stormwater retention
and is less suitable for recreation.

Dawson Road
Reserve
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‘Open Space Type’ Planning Considerations
Suggested approaches to planning for and developing each open space type are
considered below to assist with future planning. Consideration is given to the
catchment potential of the open space as well as general approaches to
development.
Open Space Type

In general, the level and quality of development will depend on the hierarchy level of
a facility which is addressed in the Open Space Hierarchy Framework (the following
section).

Planning Considerations
Development

Catchment

Sportsground

Sportsgrounds will generally justify a high level of development
including club facilities and sports structures. They will also include
large grassed open areas for sporting and broader community use.

Sportsgrounds generally draw from a wide catchment due to the
nature of sporting competitions. However, the catchment will be
influenced by the hierarchy of the sportsground and the level and
quality of development.

River Park

A river park will generally have a structured landscape with
infrastructure and features that supports recreation and community
gatherings, e.g. playspace, other activity spaces, picnic area, seating,
shelters, paths.

A river park will generally draw from a wide catchment due to its
unique river location, size design and quality. The potential benefit
of a river park is high.

Nature Based
Park

A nature based park will require amenities and infrastructure such as
toilets, picnic settings and play opportunities, but the development
should be low key and complement the natural character of the land.

A nature based park will generally draw from a wide catchment due
to its size and appealing natural character. The potential benefit of a
nature based park is high.

Park

The level of development in a park will depend on its hierarchy level.
A regional park could include amenities, a quality playspace and
infrastructure while a local park may only be a grassed area with
trees for shade and seating.

The potential catchment and benefit of a park will depend on its
hierarchy, size, profile and level of development.

Linear
Connection

A linear connection would ideally include a pathway to support
walking, cycling and other community activity. The pathway surface
could be structured or more natural depending on the site character.
Lighting, seating and shelter should be provided along the higher
profile linear connections.

The catchment and use of a linear connection will depend on its
length, location and destination. Higher profile and longer linear
connections that enable people to travel to a destination or another
place will draw from a wider catchment and therefore benefit a
greater number of people.
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‘Open Space Type’ Planning Considerations (continued)
Open Space Type

Planning Considerations
Development

Catchment

Natural Area
Watercourse

A primary focus should be on protecting, managing and
strengthening biodiversity and the natural function of the land. This
will require sensitive development and any pathways, playspaces or
infrastructure should be consistent with the natural character of the
land. The Cemetery at Willaston is the only declared indigenous
native remnant vegetation within Gawler and is managed by Trees
For Life

A natural area watercourse will have wide benefit, particularly if it is
part of a major river system such as Gawler River. This open space
will contribute to the Town of Gawler having a unique natural
character. The benefit to the community could be greater if the land
is accessible through a linear pathway and access points.

Natural Area
Reserve

A primary focus of land defined as Natural Area should be on
protecting, managing and strengthening biodiversity. This will
require sensitive development and any pathways and infrastructure
and interpretation should be consistent with the natural character of
the land.

A natural area reserve will have a wide benefit from an
environmental perspective, particularly if it is a larger natural area.
The usage catchment will depend on the size and accessibility of the
land. Pathways that support walking and interpretation will
encourage positive usage.

Community

Open space that is defined as ‘community’ will generally incorporate
a community building. The land around the building will generally
justify landscaping and pathways, and lighting could be required.

The catchment of a community facility will depend on the size, role
and location of the facility.

Streetscape

Streetscape improvements should aim to create appealing, safe,
connected and usable streets. This could include good pathways,
shady trees and other landscapes, unique features and art works and
lighting.

The benefit of a streetscape will depend on the profile, location and
use of the street. A greater number of people will use and benefit
from a landscape in a high profile street.

Drainage

Drainage reserves generally do not have built development and
instead are grassed and treed areas.

The benefit of a drainage reserve and water management will
depend on the water catchment of the land.
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OPEN SPACE HIERARCHY FRAMEWORK
The Hierarchy Approach
The Town of Gawler Open Space, Sport and Recreation Plan 2025 recommends a
hierarchy approach to open space development and management.
A hierarchy approach recognises that not all open space can or should be developed
or maintained to the same standard and the approach to development and
management will vary according to the type, character and potential community
value of the open space.
Four hierarchy levels are suggested as follows:
§ Regional
§ District
§ Neighbourhood
§ Local
These hierarchy levels are consistent with general industry approaches across
Australia.
The principle of hierarchy is catchment based i.e. the potential for a facility or open
space to draw from a certain catchment, as outlined in the hierarchy definitions on
the following page.
A hierarchy level has been allocated to each parcel of community land in the Town
of Gawler and this is provided in Appendix D of the Town of Gawler Open Space,
Sport and Recreation Plan 2025 Background Report.
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Hierarchy Framework Definitions
To achieve consistency within local government the hierarchy framework definitions
are consistent with definitions adopted by other Local Councils across South
Australia.
Hierarchy
Regional

District

Neighbourhood

Local

Definitions

Potential Activity Level

§
Regional open space has the capacity to attract or
benefit people from across and beyond the Town of
Gawler. This could be due to various factors, including
larger size, higher quality, uniqueness, visitor appeal, §
natural value, higher profile location or the type or
level of activity.

Comments Regarding ‘Type’

Capacity for higher grade sports teams and
State or National competitions as well as
other levels.

§

A regional sports facility could be large, good
quality and cater for a number of sports or
activities

Potential focus on spectator sports and
events.

§

Nature based parks and river parks are likely to be
regional due to their unique settings.

§

A regional natural area (watercourse or bushland)
will generally have high environmental value.

§

A linear connection that extends across and
beyond the Town of Gawler such as along the
Gawler River would have regional value.

District open space has the capacity to attract or
benefit people from across the Town of Gawler. This
could be due to various factors including larger size,
higher quality, environmental value, visitor appeal or
level of activity.

§

May have the potential to cater for
regional competitions and events.

§

A district sports facility is likely to be a good size
and cater for a number of sports.

§

Potential to cater for a number of users
and activities (shared use or multi-use).

§

A district park or river park is likely to be good
quality and unique.

§

Key recreation or visitor focus.

§

A district natural area could be a smaller land
area.

Neighbourhood open space could cater for people
across a number of suburbs. It could be smaller in
size, lower profile or less developed compared to
district or regional open spaces.

§

Provides recreation opportunities for
suburbs and neighbourhoods.

§

A neighbourhood park could be smaller in size but
still good quality (although some could have
minimal development).

§

Sportsgrounds, nature based parks, river parks
and natural areas are unlikely to be
neighbourhood or local level (they will generally
have regional or district value).

Local open space will generally cater for a local area
(one or two suburbs). The open space is likely to be
small in size and/or lower profile, less developed and
basic quality, but still appealing and safe.

§

§

Generally only smaller parks, drainage reserves
and streetscapes will be local level.

Likely to cater for local activities such as
play, walking.
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OPEN SPACE DEVELOPMENT GUIDE
Development Principles for Open Space Hierarchy Levels
Principles for developing open space for each open space hierarchy level are
outlined below. This is followed by principles relating to development, design and
landscape for the various types of open space.
Hierarchy
In General

These principles aim to assist Council with planning and also provide a guide for
urban developers.

Broad Development Principles *
§

Regional and district open space and facilities will generally be higher quality and have the potential to draw from a wide catchment.

§

Neighbourhood and local open spaces will generally require moderate or minimal development and may only cater for a local community.

§

Landscape and the relationship between shady trees and activity areas is a priority for all open space hierarchy levels and types (including
sporting spectator areas).

Regional Open Space

§

Regional open space should be developed to include:
- High quality and distinctive settings, landscapes and features that create a strong sense of place.
- Diverse, unique, challenging and high quality activity, play and event opportunities that cater for a range of age groups and encourage
a strong sense of community.
- Well designed and high quality buildings and infrastructure that support regional use (seating, shade, amenities, clubrooms).
- Multi-functional and shared-use facilities that meet user requirements (particularly for sports grounds and community facilities).

District Open Space

§

District open space should be developed to include:
- Quality settings and landscapes that contribute to an appealing park or reserve.
- Good quality buildings and infrastructure that support use from across the District (seating, shade, amenities, clubrooms).
- Shared use facilities that support diverse usage and user groups.
- Diverse activity and play opportunities that cater for a range of age groups and support social connection.

Neighbourhood Open
Space

§

Neighbourhood open space should be developed to include:
- Appealing settings and landscapes.
- Appropriate infrastructure to support neighbourhoods (seating, shade, play).
- Various activity and play opportunities.

Local Open Space

§

Local open space should be developed to cater for local communities but could have minimal infrastructure and a greater landscape focus.

§

Local open space could include a local playspace and should support people to use the open space, e.g. through seating and shade.

* These principles have built on City of Charles Sturt and District Council of Mount Barker planning.
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General Guide for Open Space Development and Design
The following guidelines are based on City of Charles Sturt and District Council of
Mount Barker Guidelines (developed by Suter Planners and WAX Design in 2012 and
2015).
Focus

Guideline *

Open Space Design

§

Open space should be designed to be good quality and functional with consideration given to the level of hierarchy and the intended
usage and user needs.

§

The design of open space should consider recreation, social and environmental objectives. This includes providing opportunities for
community health, social interaction and participation in activities.

§

‘Universal principles’ such as Ecologically Sustainable Development (ESD), Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED),
Healthy By Design, climate change adaptation and disability access principles should be integrated within the design of open space
where possible.

§

Open space should be designed with potential connections in mind, including potential footpath and cycleway links.

§

Open space design should consider amenity including shade and shelter, as well as aesthetic value. This includes achieving diversity
within the design of open space to create different characters, aesthetics and levels of amenity.

§

Water Sensitive Urban Design (WSUD) principles should be adopted without impacting on open space provision and quality. The
quality and function of open space should not be affected by drainage or stormwater management.

Place Making

§

Opportunities for cultural representations should be considered, particularly in relation to Aboriginal and European history.

§

The relationship between open space and the built form should create a legible urban environment without enclosed or hidden spaces
or open space being dominated by built form.

§

Backyards should not directly adjoin open space. Open spaces should be surrounded by streets or other natural features (e.g.
creeklines, landscapes) to create accessible spaces and avoid the isolation of land or hidden areas that are perceived to be unsafe.

§

Place making is integral to achieving quality open space and destinations. This can be achieved through defining trees and landscapes,
the creation of plaza areas through paving and grassed areas, art works and heritage features and the unique design of buildings and
infrastructure.

* These principles have built on City of Charles Sturt and District Council of Mount Barker planning.
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General Guide for Open Space Development and Design
(continued)
Focus

Guideline *

Landscape

§

A focus should be placed on achieving green environments with trees and landscapes that contribute to wellbeing.

§

Trees, plants and landscape treatments should be appropriate to the different characteristics of open space, e.g. watercourse,
natural area, park, sportsground.

§

Particular consideration should be given to trees and plants that reinforce climate change adaptation (e.g. drought tolerance,
water efficiency, provision of shade).

§

Landscapes should aim to provide amenity value and seasonal variation and strengthen landscape culture.

§

Large tree species and shrubs should be established to provide an immediate sense of maturity within open spaces. This
includes good sized trees being established within streetscapes where appropriate.

§

A balanced approach to street trees, services and vehicle movements should be adopted with the landscape being consistent
with the street hierarchy and width.

§

Landscapes should be designed to be low maintenance and realistically affordable in order to be sustainable from a
management perspective.

Sustainability

§

Ecologically Sustainable Development (ESD) principles and climate change adaptation initiatives such as alternative energy
sources, energy efficient structures and materials, water collection and managed use (e.g. automated irrigation systems), and
shady settings with adaptive vegetation should be integral to building and landscape design and development in most types of
open space and particularly in the developed open space.

Disability

§

Disability access should be a priority where appropriate and achievable in accordance with the Disability Discrimination Act
1992, particularly when developing regional and district open space such as larger parks and sportsgrounds.

Infrastructure

§

Facilities and infrastructure should be well designed, robust and good quality and reflect the appropriate level of hierarchy.

§

Toilets should only be considered in regional or district open space and where the toilet can be located to minimise impacts on
residents and minimise security risks.

§

Car parking should primarily be considered for regional and district open space including along streets. Dedicated car parking for
local and neighbourhood open space would generally not be required on the basis that most residents will walk to the open
space (unless the open space is a destination neighbourhood park).

* These principles have built on City of Charles Sturt and District Council of Mount Barker planning.
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Development Principles for Open Space Types
Key principals that aim to guide the development of the main types of open space
are provided below. These principles are based on City of Charles Sturt and District
Council of Mount Barker Guidelines (developed by Suter Planners and WAX Design in
2015).
Open Space Type

Development Principles *

Sportsground

§

River Park

Sportsgrounds will generally be well developed with ovals, playing fields or other activity surfaces, outdoor courts, clubrooms,
amenities, car parking and lighting.

§

Playing fields and buildings should generally be multi-functional and shared-use.

§

The quality of the sporting open space should reflect the hierarchy level.

§

Regional sports grounds should be designed as Sport and Community Hubs that cater for a range of activities and users.

§

User requirements should be taken into consideration when developing and maintaining sporting open space.

§

Landscapes should include grassed areas and tall trees (around the ground outer) to provide shade for spectators and players.

§

Recreation components such as play spaces, walking and bike tracks and picnic facilities should be integrated within sporting
open space where appropriate to broaden the community value and use of the open space.

§

Irrigated Public Open Space (IPOS) water efficiency targets should be met, and recycled water sources should be investigated
and utilised where appropriate.

§

River Parks will generally be regional or district level due to the unique and appealing setting of a river bank and the larger size
of these parks.

§

River parks will have a strong focus on community recreation and leisure and provide picnic facilities and shelters, playspaces,
other activity opportunities and appropriate infrastructure. This includes good access to toilet facilities and car parking.

§

The design of amenities and infrastructure within a river park should aim to complement the natural character of the setting and
development should be sensitively designed and located within the park.

§

River Parks should include open and less developed spaces to enable larger community gatherings and events.

§

Established trees and native vegetation along the watercourse should be retained and incorporated as a key feature of a river
park.

* These principles have built on City of Charles Sturt and District Council of Mount Barker planning.
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Development Principles for Open Space Types (continued)
Open Space Type

Development Principles *

Nature Based Parks

§

Nature based parks should provide opportunities for recreation activities that connect people with nature, e.g. bush walking,
picnics, nature play.

§

Any development within a nature based park should be sensitive to the natural character of the land (including sensitive
design, materials and colours).

§

A nature based park could attract large groups and particularly large groups of older adults. As such, consideration should be
given to providing larger shelters, group seating and car parking for buses when designing nature based parks.

§

Established trees and native vegetation in nature based parks should be retained and incorporated as a key feature of the
park.

§

Generally parks are standalone parcels of land that are maintained to a good standard to support community activity and
enhance the amenity of an area.

§

A park could focus on recreation and community activity and include a playspace, other activity opportunities, seating, shelter
and other infrastructure.

§

Some parks could have greater landscape value with minimal development (e.g. grassed and treed area with seating).

§

All parks should aim to enhance the amenity and aesthetics of an area.

§

Linear connections should include good pathways that support walking and bike riding and also provide infrastructure such as
shady trees, picnic settings and shelters.

§

Regional and district linear connections should have access to toilets where appropriate.

§

Linear connections should aim to include appealing landscapes of high amenity with grassed areas and shady trees.

§

Some linear connections could provide a focus for horse riding where appropriate.

§

A natural area watercourse could include a pathway if appropriate and provide a linear connection as a ‘secondary role’.

Park

Linear Connection

* These principles have built on City of Charles Sturt and District Council of Mount Barker planning.
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Development Principles for Open Space Types (continued)
Open Space Type

Development Principles *

Natural Area Reserve

§

Natural areas that have a conservation focus should aim to retain and further establish indigenous native vegetation and
improve biodiversity where possible.

§

An emphasis should be placed on managing and removing weeds, rubbish and vandalism in natural areas.

§

Infrastructure in natural areas should be limited to natural surface pathways, low key seating and shelters and interpretation.

§

Activities and development should have minimal disturbance on the character and environmental value of the natural area.

§

Natural areas that have a watercourse focus should aim to retain and strengthen the riparian vegetation and biodiversity
where possible.

§

An emphasis should be placed on managing and removing weeds, rubbish and vandalism along watercourses.

§

Infrastructure on land located alongside watercourses should be sensitively designed and positioned to complement the
natural watercourse character.

§

The surface of trails and pathways along a watercourse should consider the proximity of the trail or pathway to the
watercourse (the closer the trail the more natural the surface).

§

Open space around community facilities should be good quality and aim to complement the character and function of the
related buildings.

Natural Area Watercourse

Community Open Space

* These principles have built on City of Charles Sturt and District Council of Mount Barker planning.
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Potential Open Space Developments
The chart provided on the following pages considers the development principles and
guidelines and aims to provide an easy to use ‘tool’ for determining the appropriate
development of open spaces.
The chart considers potential facilities and features that could be considered for
each hierarchy level for the main types of open space.
The chart can be used to guide future improvements to open space types and also
assess community requests for facilities and infrastructure, giving consideration to
whether the request is consistent with broader policy.
The chart has built on a similar chart developed for the City of Charles Sturt in 2015.
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Potential Open Space Development Chart
Items that Could be Considered in Open Space Types*
Facility/Infrastructure/Feature

Open Space Type
Sportsgrounds

River Parks

Regional

District

Clubrooms (with social focus)

ü

ü

Club amenities
(toilets/changerooms)

ü

ü

Public toilets

ü

ü

Disability toilets

ü

ü

ü

Sports fields or ovals

ü

ü

ü

Sports courts (tennis, netball)

ü

ü

Community courts

ü

Casual sports area

N/H

Regional

District

ü
ü
ü

ü
ü

Field or court lighting

ü

ü

Irrigated grassed area

ü

ü

Event space

ü

ü

Higher level playspace

ü

Local playspace
Nature based play
ü

Youth facilities (BMX, skate)

ü

Other recreation

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü
ü

Exercise equipment

ü

ü

ü
ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

Dog park
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Potential Open Space Development Chart (continued)
Items that Could be Considered in Open Space Types*
Facility/Infrastructure/Feature

Open Space Type
Sportsgrounds
Regional

District

Picnic settings with shelters

ü

Picnic settings without shelters

River Parks
N/H

Regional

District

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

Seating / benches

ü

ü

ü

ü

Drinking water

ü

ü

Shady trees

ü

ü

Community garden

ü

ü
ü

ü

ü

Water body (wetland, creek)

ü

ü

Natural landscape

ü

ü

Off street car parking

ü

ü

ü

Shared use pathways

ü

ü

ü

ü

Walking paths

ü

ü

ü

ü

Bike racks

ü

ü

Support lighting (paths, security)

ü

ü

ü

ü
ü

Art work
Signage
Interpretation

ü

ü

ü
ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

* The listing is a guide and not all items would need to be included, and other items could be
considered.
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Potential Open Space Development Chart (continued)
Items that Could be Considered in Open Space Types*
Facility/Infrastructure/Feature

Open Space Type
Nature Based Parks

Parks

Regional

District

Regional

District

Public toilets

ü

ü

ü

ü

Disability toilets

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

N/H

Local

ü

ü

ü

ü

Clubrooms (with social focus)
Club amenities
(toilets/changerooms)

Sports fields or ovals
Sports courts (tennis, netball)
Community courts

ü

Casual sports area
Field or court lighting

ü

ü

Irrigated grassed area

ü

ü

ü

Event space

ü

ü

ü

ü

Higher level playspace

ü

ü

ü

ü

Local playspace
Nature based play

ü

ü

Exercise equipment

ü

ü

Youth facilities (BMX, skate)

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

Other recreation
Dog park

ü

ü

ü

ü

Page | 89

Potential Open Space Development Chart (continued)
Items that Could be Considered in Open Space Types*
Facility/Infrastructure/Feature

Open Space Type
Nature Based Parks
Regional

District

Community garden

Parks
Regional

District

ü

ü

Picnic settings with shelters

ü

ü

ü

ü

Picnic settings without shelters

ü

ü

ü

ü

Seating / benches

ü

ü

ü

ü

Drinking water

ü

ü

ü

Shady trees

ü

ü

ü

ü

Water body (wetland, creek)

ü

ü

Natural landscape

ü

ü

Off street car parking

ü

ü

ü

Shared use pathways

ü

ü

ü

ü

Walking paths

ü

ü

ü

ü

Bike racks

ü

ü

ü

ü

Support lighting (paths,
security)

ü

ü

ü

ü

Art work

ü

ü

ü

Signage

ü

ü

ü

ü

Interpretation

ü

ü

ü

N/H

Local

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

* The listing is a guide and not all items would need to be included, and other items could be
considered.
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Potential Open Space Development Chart (continued)
Items that Could be Considered in Open Space Types*
Facility/Infrastructure/Feature

Open Space Type
Linear Connection
Regional

District

N/H

Natural Area Watercourse
Local

Regional

District

Clubrooms (with social focus)
Club amenities
(toilets/changerooms)
Public toilets

ü

Disability toilets

ü

Sports fields or ovals
Sports courts (tennis, netball)
Community courts
Casual sports area
Field or court lighting
Informal grassed area

ü

Event space

ü

Higher level playspace

ü

Local playspace
Nature based play

ü
ü

ü

Exercise equipment
Youth facilities (BMX, skate)
Other recreation
Dog park
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Potential Open Space Development Chart (continued)
Items that Could be Considered in Open Space Types*
Facility/Infrastructure/Feature

Open Space Type
Linear Connection
Regional

District

N/H

Natural Area Watercourse
Local

Regional

District

Community garden
Picnic settings with shelters

ü

Picnic settings without shelters

ü

ü

Seating / benches

ü

ü

Drinking water

ü

ü

Shady trees

ü

ü

Water body (wetland, creek)

ü

Natural landscape

ü

Off street car parking

ü

Shared use pathways

ü
ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

Walking paths

ü

ü

ü

Bike racks

ü

ü

Support lighting (paths, security)

ü

ü

Art work

ü

Signage

ü

Interpretation

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü
ü

ü

ü

ü
ü

* The listing is a guide and not all items would need to be included, and other items could be
considered.
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ü

Potential Open Space Development Chart (continued)
Items that Could be Considered in Open Space Types*
Facility/Infrastructure/Feature

Open Space Type
Natural Area Reserve
Regional

District*

Community
Regional

District

Public toilets

ü

ü

Disability toilets

ü

ü

ü

ü

Informal grassed area

ü

ü

Event space

ü

Higher level playspace

ü

N/H

Local

Clubrooms (with social focus)
Club amenities (toilets/changerooms)

Sports fields or ovals
Sports courts (tennis, netball)
Community courts
Casual sports area
Field or court lighting

Local playspace

ü

ü

Nature based play
Exercise equipment
Youth facilities (BMX, skate)
Other recreation
Dog park

ü

* Note that all Natural Areas are considered to have
District or Regional value regardless of their size.
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Potential Open Space Development Chart (continued)
Items that Could be Considered in Open Space Types*
Facility/Infrastructure/Feature

Open Space Type
Natural Area Reserve
Regional

District

Community
Regional

District

N/H

Local

Community garden

ü

Picnic settings with shelters

ü

Picnic settings without shelters

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

Seating / benches

ü

ü

Drinking water
Shady trees

ü
ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

Water body (wetland, creek)
Natural landscape
Off street car parking

ü

Shared use pathways
Walking paths

ü

ü

ü

Bike racks

ü

ü

Support lighting (paths, security)

ü

ü

Art work

ü

Signage

ü

Interpretation

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

ü

* The listing is a guide and not all items would need to be included, and other items
could be considered.
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ü

NEW OPEN SPACE PROVISION GUIDE
(Including for new urban developments)

The Open Space, Sport and Recreation Plan 2025 suggests there will be a need for
additional open space in the Town of Gawler including:
§

To address gaps in open space provision in some existing developed suburbs,
e.g. around Gawler South and Evanston Gardens.

§

To cater for future population growth as part of new development areas. This
could be achieved through developer agreements and open space land
allocations in accordance with the South Australian Development Act 1993
(Open Space Contribution Scheme).

The purpose of the New Open Space Provision Guide is to provide a broad guide
for obtaining open space and negotiating with developers. In general, the Guide
should be considered when planning for and developing new open space in the
Town of Gawler.
The Guide draws and builds on guides developed by Suter Planners and WAX
Design over recent years and has particularly built on guidelines recently
developed for the City of Charles Sturt and the District Council of Mount Barker.
Council Development Principles outlined in Appendix C could also be taken into
consideration.
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New Open Space Considerations
Items to consider when planning for or acquiring new open space are outlined in the
chart below.
WHEN TO CONSIDER OBTAINING NEW OPEN SPACE

WHAT TO CONSIDER REGARDING NEW OPEN SPACE

§

When open space is lacking i.e. residents are further than
400 metres from usable open space.

§

Aim for quality open space that has the potential to be
functional and meet community needs.

§

As part of a new urban development to meet the needs of a
new population, e.g. Gawler East.

§

§

As part of urban renewal to improve the amount and
quality of open space and meet future community needs.

Aim for well located and accessible open space with good
connections to other open space and community or urban
centres.

§

For new development areas seek up to 12.5% of land for
open space in accordance with the Development Act 1993.

§

Aim to achieve at least 3.0 hectares per 1,000 people for
local open space.

§

When open space in an area is too small and does not meet
community needs (e.g. open space is less than 0.1 ha in size
and/or a park should be increased in size to meet needs).

§

Where there is a need and potential to improve the
function and value of open space through land acquisition
(particularly where open space is lacking).

§

Where there is an opportunity to establish an excellent
parcel of open space to meet community needs and to
preserve the character of the land, e.g. a river park.

§

Where there is a need to complete or improve a linear
connection.
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Guide for Acquiring New Open Space
Focus

Guideline

Open Space Provision in
New Development Areas

§

Open Space Size and
Location

Function and Usability

In new housing developments, generally aim for 12.5% of land to be allocated to open space in accordance with the South Australian
Development Act 1993. However, there could be instances where less land could be required, such as:
Where there is a high supply of open space in nearby areas and as a result the amount of open space in the development area
could be reduced in return for a funding contribution.
Where part of the open space required could be better located outside of the development area, in which case it could be best to
obtain a contribution towards that land in lieu of land in the development area.

§

The open space provision in new development areas should be at least 3.0 hectares per 1,000 (using the anticipated future population
figures as a basis and to match industry practices). However, ideally the amount would be even greater than this in accordance with
the Barossa, Light and Lower North Regional Open Space and Public Strategy, which recommends 9.0 hectares per 1,000 people.

§

A hierarchy approach to open space provision should be adopted in accordance with the size of the development area. Larger
developments should aim to include district and higher level neighbourhood parks.

§

All residents should at least be within 400 metres of open space. Residents in higher density areas should be within 250 metres of
open space.

§

Open space land parcels should be a minimum of 0.2 ha in size to be functional and support activity opportunities. District and higher
level neighbourhood parks should be larger than this.

§

Sportsgrounds should be a minimum of 3.5 hectares in accordance with PLA (Parks and Leisure Australia) Industry Benchmarks.

§

District open space should be located on primary or distributor roads and have a higher profile.

§

Generally land that is difficult to access such as ‘land locked’ sites behind housing or industrial estates should not be accepted as open
space.

§

Land allocated for open space should be usable and ‘fit for purpose’ (i.e. of sufficient size and layout to meet the intended uses).

§

Open space should generally be at least 20 metres in width to be usable. However, narrower open space could be considered in
terms of a boulevard, greenway or other connections.

§

§

Land that has quality issues may not be accepted as open space unless the issues can be cost effectively addressed. Some potential
quality issues could include:
- Land slope or topography
- Flooding
- Salinity
- Erosion
- Site contamination
- Chemicals and hazardous materials
Land required for stormwater management will generally not be accepted as open space unless the land also has recreation potential.
Council will only allow up to 20% of new open space to have a stormwater function.
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Guide for Acquiring New Open Space
Focus

Guideline

Open Space Type
Considerations

§ Larger new development areas should have at least one recreation park that provides a ‘destination’ for the new community (i.e. a
place to gather and for children, young people and other age groups to pursue activity). This should be a ‘district’ or a quality
neighbourhood park depending on the size of the development area.
§ Destination parks should be at least 0.5 hectares in size although a smaller park (at least 0.3 ha in size) designed to a high standard
could be appropriate.
§ If a good sized recreation park (at least 0.5 hectare in size) is located within 200 metres of the new development area, it may be
appropriate for this park to be the ‘destination’. However, if this is the case there should be good connections to this open space
through off road trails or pathways.
§ Linear open space, ‘greenways’ and boulevards with good off road trails and pathway and cycle networks should be considered to
create a highly walkable development.
§ Land that has a biodiversity value should be included as open space in new development areas where possible to provide a connection
to nature and habitat for birds and other wildlife. This could include watercourse corridors, areas with remnant vegetation or areas
with tall tree species.
§ Sporting open space will generally not be provided in a new development area due to the land size required. However, a contribution
towards achieving or embellishing sporting open space outside of the development area should be considered.

Landscape

Planning

§ Existing large and significant tree species within new and redevelopment areas should be retained where possible as part of open space
and streetscapes.
§ The provision, location and character of open space should be planned for in advance to ensure there is an appropriate amount and
diversity of quality open space to meet potential community needs.
§ Natural conservation areas and heritage items that justify protection should be defined in early planning and incorporated within the
open space provision or the development design.
§ Clearly defined open space development and maintenance guidelines should be established prior to development (including
agreements with developers).
§ The lifecycle and replacement requirements of open space, facilities and landscapes should be understood through the planning
process to guide ongoing asset management and renewal.
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OPEN SPACE REVIEW APPROACH
The Open Space Review Guide provides a guide for considering when land
divestment might be appropriate and the process that should be adopted relating
to potential land divestment.
The Guide draws and builds on similar guides developed by Suter Planners and
WAX Design in recent years for other Local Councils including the City of Charles
Sturt and the District Council of Mount Barker.
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Community Land Revocation
There could be occasions where there is justification to consider the divestment of a
parcel of land.
Key principles that can be used by Council to assess whether Council owned
community land could be considered for revocation and potential divestment, are
provided below.
1.

The revocation of community land should only be considered if:
§

The ‘community land classification’ of the land can be revoked under the
South Australian Local Government Act 1999 (refer section 194 of the Act).

§

There is minimal impact on the character and cultural fabric of the Town of
Gawler and the related social, recreation and environmental values of
Council and the community.

§

There is an adequate supply of usable open space in the surrounding area,
i.e. residents will be within 400m of other open space that is useable for
informal recreation (this could include a sportsground, river park, nature
based park, park or linear connection).

§

The community land has limited current or potential value, e.g. the land is
relatively undeveloped and/or its further development is not essential due to
social, recreation and environmental values being met through other nearby
open space.

§

There is an appropriate spread and hierarchy of reserves following the
disposal of the land, i.e. the integrity of the reserve system is maintained
with a balance of different types of open space.

§

The community land has no heritage value and/or sites or buildings of
heritage significance can be preserved.

§

Current and future opportunities for linking open space and/or links to
community facilities will not be lost.

§

The revocation of the land will not impact on the conservation values of a
corridor or natural area or the conservation linkages between open space.

§

The land is not a conservation site or the revocation of the land will not
affect a conservation site.
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2.

Generally community land revocation will target smaller land parcels (less than
0.1 hectares) that are not required to meet the social, recreation and
environmental needs of Council and the community.

3.

The revocation of community land could involve reducing the size of a land
parcel, where the existing size is not justified from the perspective of cost and
community need and where a smaller area of open space could adequately meet
the social, recreation and environmental needs and values of the surrounding
community.

4.

Where part of a reserve is revoked, the new development (e.g. housing) should
face onto the remaining reserve to maximise surveillance, access and use. Open
space should not be located behind backyards.

5.

A main purpose of any revocation of community land should be to obtain funds
so that the development and maintenance of other open space and community
facilities can be enhanced.

Process for Revoking Community Land Classification
In accordance with the South Australian Local Government Act 1999, the community
land classification must be revoked before the divestment of community land can be
considered. In particular, the Local Government Act 1999 Section 201 states that a
Council may dispose of community land after revocation of its classification as such.
In accordance with the Local Government Act 1999 Section 194 the following process
should be followed to revoke the community land classification of a land parcel.
§

The Council must prepare a report on the proposal to revoke the Community
Land classification that:
-

Gives the reasons for the proposal

-

Indicates any dedication, reservation or trust to which the land is subject

-

States whether there is an intention to sell or dispose of the land, and if so
detail any Government assistance given to acquire the land and the intended
use of the proceeds

-

States how the implementation of the proposal will affect the area and the
local community

-

If Council is not the land owner, states any requirements made by the owner
of the land as a condition of approving the proposed revocation of the
classification

In this report it would be appropriate to include the detailed analysis and
response to the Land Rationalisation principles and criteria outlined on the
previous and following pages.
§

The Council must follow relevant steps set out in its public consultation policy
and appropriately consult with the community. Section 50 of the Local
Government Act 1999 states that Council must prepare and adopt a public
consultation policy that guides decision making. Council’s consultation policy
should include a section that specifically guides consultations regarding land
rationalisation and revoking Community Land classification.

§

The Council must submit the proposal with a report on all submissions made on it
as part of the public consultation process to the Minister.

§

If the Minister approves the proposal, the Council may make a resolution
revoking the classification of the land as community land.
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Assessment Criteria for Community Land Revocation
Generally land revocation will only be suitable for local or some neighbourhood
parks in the Town of Gawler. Sportsgrounds, river parks, nature based parks,
regional and district parks, linear connections and natural areas (watercourses and
bushland) are unlikely to be appropriate for divestment. These types of open space
have high value from a recreation, sport and environmental perspective.

As such, criteria for assessing whether a local or neighbourhood park should be
revoked for future divestment are provided below. Most of the criteria should be
met for community land to be considered for revocation and before moving to the
next step in the assessment, i.e. consultation with the community

Reserve Type

Assessment Criteria

Park (local)

§

Another larger and/or higher standard park or reserve (that can provide a local park setting)
is located within 400m of surrounding residents.

§

The park is too small to be of recreation value, i.e. it is less than 0.1 ha and not required for
conservation or as a buffer.

§

The location is poor, e.g.:

- Difficult access
- High vehicle traffic area

Park (neighbourhood)

102 | Page

§

The park is not required to support nearby existing or potential housing development in the
area.

§

Use of the site for recreation activity or movement is low.

§

The loss of trees or vegetation would be minimal and there is no impact on the
conservation value of the land.

§

Another higher standard neighbourhood or larger park is located within 300m of
surrounding residents.

§

Use of the site for recreation activity is low.

§

The park is not required to support existing or potential housing development in or near the
neighbourhood.

§

Part revocation of the park will enhance the quality, safety and usability of the park.

§

Part revocation will have no impact on the level of utility of the park.

§

The loss of trees or vegetation would be minimal and there is no impact on the
conservation value of the land.

Consultation with the Community

Potential Sites for Investigation

Prior to revoking or part revoking community land, Council should appropriately
inform and consult with the community to ensure that people understand the
reasons for revocation and have the opportunity to raise any concerns. As a
minimum, Council must comply with the consultative requirements of the South
Australian Local Government Act 1999.

Potential sites for investigation (for review and part or whole divestment) could
include:

Three key ‘consultation principles’ should be taken into account when proposing the
revocation of community land as follows:
§

The consultation process must comply with the requirements of the South
Australian Local Government Act 1999 and Council’s related consultation
policies.

§

The level of consultation undertaken should reflect the potential community
interest and impact. For example, a larger reserve is likely to have greater
interest and require a more thorough approach to consultation, including
consultation with a wider catchment of people.

§

Where a community is likely to be impacted on by a proposed revocation, more
than one method should be used to inform affected people. Not all people will
read the local paper and other methods should be considered such as a letter to
residents and a notice at the reserve.

§
§
§
§
§

Chamberlain Reserve, Haines Road (part)
Barkley Crescent Reserve (part)
Hemaford Reserve (part)
Musgrave Street Reserve
Dawson Road Reserves (part in case of stormwater reserve)

Council should develop a specific consultation strategy when proposing the
revocation of a parcel of community land, giving consideration to the potential
community interest and impacts.
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APPENDIX B
TOWN OF GAWLER OPEN SPACE, SPORT AND
RECREATION PLAN 2025
ACTION PLAN
The Action Plan provided on the following pages is based on the directions and
strategies in the Open Space, Sport and Recreation Plan 2025. The projects and
actions should be considered for inclusion in Council’s Long Term Financial Plan
and related Council Works Programs as resources become available and in
accordance with other Council priorities.
The Action Plan does not commit Council or any other organisation or group to
allocate resources or undertake works. Instead the Action Plan is provided as a
guide to highlight the priorities relating to open space, sport and recreation.
An indicative ‘priority timing’ is allocated for each action or project where:
1 = Commence within 2 years
2 = Commence within 5 years
3 = Commence within 10 years
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OPEN SPACE, SPORT AND RECREATION PLAN 2025 ACTION PLAN
Theme

Related
Strategy

Reserve or location

Project or Action

Project Description

Priority/
Timing

Open Space Provision and
Design

1.2

Evanston and Gawler
South Suburbs

Investigate acquiring land in the gap areas of Evanston and Gawler South (estimated
1 hectare in total)

Land Acquisition

1

Open Space Provision and
Design

1.3

New Development Areas

Plan for local open space and linear connections in new development areas

Planning

1

Open Space Provision and
Design

1.4

Gawler River, North &
South Para Rivers

Investigate acquiring land along the rivers to strengthen linear corridors and
achieve key parks

Land Acquisition

Open Space Provision and
Design

1.7

Across the District

Undertake master planning of key parks and reserves

Planning

1

Organised Outdoor Sport
and Activities

2.1

Karbeethan Reserve

Acquire 10-15 hectares of adjoining land to the north of Karbeethan Reserve

Land Acquisition

1

Organised Outdoor Sport
and Activities

2.1

Karbeethan Reserve

Develop a master plan to guide improvements to the sportsground

Planning

1

Organised Outdoor Sport
and Activities

2.2

Investigate acquiring land for a future regional or district sportsground around 1015 hectares

Land Acquisition

3

Organised Outdoor Sport
and Activities

2.2

Develop a master plan for the suggested regional or district sportsground

Planning

3

Organised Outdoor Sport
and Activities

2.4

Near Karbeethan or Rural
zone/southern urban
area near southern urban
boundary
Near Karbeethan or Rural
zone/southern urban
area near southern urban
boundary
Hemaford Grove Reserve

Redesign the reserve to provide a sportsground for junior or lower grade sports and
develop basic amenities and some off road car parking.

Sports Facility
Development

2

Organised Outdoor Sport
and Activities

2.5

Princes Park, Gawler Oval
and the Showground

Develop a master plan for Princes Park, Gawler Oval and Showground area.

Planning

1

Organised Outdoor Sport
and Activities

2.5 and
2.9

Princes Park, Gawler Oval
and the Showground

Develop new sports amenities and relocate netball court as guided by future
planning for the complex.

Sports Facility
Development

2

Organised Outdoor Sport
and Activities

2.6

Willaston Oval and Elliot
Goodger Reserve

Develop a master plan for Willaston Oval and Elliot Goodger Reserve.

Planning

2

1-3
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OPEN SPACE, SPORT AND RECREATION PLAN 2025 ACTION PLAN
Theme

Related
Strategy

Reserve or location

Project or Action

Project Description

Priority/
Timing

Organised Outdoor Sport
and Activities

2.6

Willaston Oval

Undertake improvements to Willaston Oval including trees and shade, a new toilet
block and change rooms, spectator seating and gathering areas, improved field
lighting and a playspace.

Sports Facility
Development

2

Organised Outdoor Sport
and Activities

2.6

Elliot Goodger Reserve

Improve the dog training facilities (desired fencing and club extension).

Sports Facility
Development

2

Organised Outdoor Sport
and Activities

2.6

Elliot Goodger Reserve

Expansion of the BMX facility through an additional track that caters for younger
children and beginners and improve BMX facilities

Sports Facility
Development

2

Organised Outdoor Sport
and Activities

2.8

Eldred Riggs Reserve

Undertake improvements to the club facilities and landscaping

Sports Facility
Development

3

Organised Outdoor Sport
and Activities

2.9

Tennis Facilities including
Essex Park

Undertake planning in consultation with Tennis SA regarding future tennis facility
development (as part of swimming pool planning).

Sports Facility
Development

1

Organised Outdoor Sport
and Activities

2.9

Netball Courts across the
District

Undertake improvements to existing netball courts across the district (10 courts in
total)

Sports Facility
Development

2

Organised Outdoor Sport
and Activities

2.1

Rural zone in south west
of Gawler

Investigate acquiring land at least five hectares in size for a new Pony Club (and
relocate existing in consultation with users).

Land Acquisition

3

Organised Outdoor Sport
and Activities

2.1

Across the District

Improve signage and infrastructure in key parks to support road cycling activities.

Infrastructure
Improvement

2

Organised Outdoor Sport
and Activities

2.1

Across the District

Give support to other sports facility improvements as required.

Sports Facility
Development

2

Informal Recreation and
Nature

3.1

Clonlea Reserve

Undertake further improvements to Clonlea Park and increase activity opportunities
(through diverse equipment and activity areas)

Recreation Park
Enhancements

2

Informal Recreation and
Nature

3.2

Reid Reserve

Implement the master plan for Reid Reserve

Recreation Park
Enhancements

1-2

Informal Recreation and
Nature

3.3

Dead Man’s Pass

Create low-key tracks and nature-based play with low level of amenities

Recreation Park
Enhancements
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2

OPEN SPACE, SPORT AND RECREATION PLAN 2025 ACTION PLAN
Theme

Related
Strategy

Informal Recreation and
Nature

3.4

Informal Recreation and
Nature

3.5 and
3.8

Informal Recreation and
Nature

Reserve or location

Project or Action

Project Description

Priority/
Timing

Area around Murray
Hillier Reserve

Plan for a low key nature reserve similar to Dead Man’s Pass and include nature
trails and picnic settings

Planning

Apex Park

Undertake improvements to landscaping and infrastructure, include unique and
creative components and design for events.

Recreation Park
Enhancements

3.6

South Para River

Undertake planning for key recreation park opportunities along South Para River

Planning

Informal Recreation and
Nature

3.7

Princes Park or land along
South Para River

Investigate opportunities for a large event space with the capacity to support
regional events and regular markets and community activities

Planning

2
2

Informal Recreation and
Nature

3.9

Goose Island

Development of concept plan for Goose Island that creates a low key setting for
casual community use and smaller events

Planning

2

Informal Recreation and
Nature

3.10

Across the District

Explore opportunities for an event and gathering place for Aboriginal communities

Planning

2

Informal Recreation and
Nature

3.12

Sportsgrounds

Create recreation settings within sportsgrounds.

Recreation Park
Enhancements

1

Informal Recreation and
Nature

3.13

Across the Town of
Gawler

Establish higher level neighbourhood parks across the District (allow for 5 key parks)

Recreation Park
Enhancements

1

Informal Recreation and
Nature

3.13

Haines Road Reserve

Rehabilitate into a neighbourhood level park

Recreation Park
Enhancements

2

Trails and Open Space
Connections

4.1

River Systems

Implement the Urban Rivers Master Plan and other planning.

Trails Development

1

Trails and Open Space
Connections

4.2

River Systems

Extend the trail network to the south along Gawler River and the length of the
North Para River and South Para River.

Trails Development

3

Trails and Open Space
Connections

4.3

Karbeethan Reserve

Acquire land to connect Karbeethan Reserve to Gawler River and develop a trail
connection.

Trails Development

2

Trails and Open Space
Connections

4.3

Gawler South Oval

Create links along the Main North Road Open Space land from Gawler South Oval
under the bypass and to the south.

Trails Development

3

2
1
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OPEN SPACE, SPORT AND RECREATION PLAN 2025 ACTION PLAN
Theme

Related
Strategy

Reserve or location

Project or Action

Project Description

Priority/
Timing

Trails and Open Space
Connections

4.3

Elliot Goodger Memorial
Reserve

Create cycling connection from North Para River to Elliot Goodger Memorial
Reserve.

Trails Development

3

Trails and Open Space
Connections

4.3

River Systems

Create links between the river trails and schools.

Trails Development

3

Trails and Open Space
Connections

4.4

Across the District

Create walking and cycle loops and connections around the Town of Gawler as
outlined in Map 4 in the Open Space, Sport and Recreation Strategy.

Trails Development

2

Trails and Open Space
Connections

4.5

Town Centre Links

Create connections between the open space along South Para River with the town
centre (including through streetscapes and signage).

Streetscapes

2

Trails and Open Space
Connections

4.6

Across the District

Review Council’s Walking and Cycling Plan and Principal Pedestrian Network Plan
and implement as appropriate.

Planning

1

Trails and Open Space
Connections

4.8

New Pony Club

Create a trail connection to the Gawler River.

Trails Development

3

Trails and Open Space
Connections

4.9

Across the District

Improve and/or replace pathways and entry points in sportsgrounds, recreation
parks and river parks (ensure access to people with a disability).

Pathways Upgrade

1

Trails and Open Space
Connections

4.10

Across the District

Improve the quality and appeal of settings and landscapes along the river trail
network and pathways in key open spaces.

Landscape
Enhancement

1

Trails and Open Space
Connections

4.11

Beyond the District

Aim to establish cycling and walking connections with Concordia and in longer term
to Roseworthy through the rail corridor.

Trails Development

2

Trails and Open Space
Connections

4.11

Town of Gawler

Further develop the Jack Bobridge Track connections including to ‘the Wheatsheaf’
corner.

Trails Development

1

Trails and Open Space
Connections

4.11

Town of Gawler

Develop cycling and walking connection opportunities with the Stuart O’Grady
Bikeway.

Trails Development

2
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OPEN SPACE, SPORT AND RECREATION PLAN 2025 ACTION PLAN
Theme

Related
Strategy

Reserve or location

Project or Action

Project Description

Priority/
Timing

The Environment and
Climate Adaptation

5.1

Riparian Corridors

Undertake improvements to the riparian corridors and associated open space and
indigenous riparian vegetation as per the Urban Rivers Master Plan.

Natural Landscapes

2

The Environment and
Climate Adaptation

5.2, 5.3,
5.4 & 5.5

Across the District

Undertake and support regeneration projects and plantings that increase
biodiversity in natural areas.

Natural Landscapes

1

The Environment and
Climate Adaptation

5.6

Across the District

Undertake a review of irrigation practices and infrastructure particularly for
sportsgrounds and recreation parks.

Planning

1

The Environment and
Climate Adaptation

5.8

Across the District

Undertake tree planting to create shade and 'green' open spaces.

Natural Landscapes

1

Aquatic and Indoor Sport
and Recreation Facilities

6.1

Existing Aquatic Centre

Allocate appropriate resources to maintenance reflecting Council's Aquatic Centre
Condition Report and Asset Management Plan.

Maintenance

1

Aquatic and Indoor Sport
and Recreation Facilities

6.2

Future Aquatic Centre

Undertake a Feasibility Study for a future Aquatic Centre (potential new 50 metre
outdoor pool linked to an indoor 25 metre pool and also health and fitness
facilities). (Currently underway)

Planning

1

Aquatic and Indoor Sport
and Recreation Facilities

6.3

Future Sport and
Community Centre

Undertake a Feasibility Study to guide the design and development of a new or
upgraded Sport and Community Centre (potentially at Princes Park and consider
integration of a community centre)

Planning

1
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APPENDIX C
OTHER OPPORTUNITIES TO CONSIDER
TRAILS
There are a number of opportunities to create formal and informal links in the rural
areas of Gawler. The following trails and pathways have been identified by Council:
-

A connection from the Stuart O’Grady/NEXY path (possibly starting from
Hillier Road in Playford or Wingate Road in Light) along Hillier Road, Pearson
Road, Athol Road, Griffiths Road, Clover Glen Road, Coventry Road, Piggott
Road and Wattle Terrace

-

A link to Kudla Rail Station and the proposed Gawler Greenway cycle path
along the rail corridor.

-

A link along Macalister Road (and possibly part of O’Donoghue Road) to
Campania Road, across Main North Road to the creek reserve adjacent Gale
Road and then to Bentley Road.

-

Bentley Road provides a direct link back to Gawler, including along the
proposed Gawler East Link Road and south into Playford.

-

The proposed link into Playford provides safe cycling access into Blakeview
High and Primary schools and the Trinity Blakeview campus.

-

This east-west link will also link with the future proposed cycle/walking path
along the Gawler River to the coast. It can also assist access to the rail
network and could include a park and ride facility at Kudla station.
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DEVELOPMENT PRINCIPLES
The following Council Principles of Development Control could be used to guide
future open space provision and development.
111.

Where land which has a frontage onto the Gawler River, North Para River
and South Para River is divided, a reserve at least 30 metres wide, when
measured from the top of the bank, should be provided along such a
frontage.

167

Urban development should include public open space and recreation areas.

168

Public open space and recreation areas should be of a size, dimension and
location that:
(a)
facilitate a range of formal and informal recreation activities;
(b)
provide for the movement of pedestrians and cyclists;
(c)
incorporate existing vegetation and natural features, watercourses,
wildlife habitat and other sites of natural or cultural value;
(d)
link habitats, wildlife corridors, public open spaces and existing
recreation facilities;
(e)
enable effective stormwater management;
(f)
provides for the planting and retention of large trees and
vegetation.

169

Open space should be designed to incorporate:
(a)
pedestrian, cycle linkages to other open spaces, centres, schools and
public transport nodes;
(b)
park furniture, shaded areas and resting places to enhance
pedestrian comfort;
(c)
safe crossing points where pedestrian routes intersect the road
network;
(d)
easily identified access points;
(e)
frontage to abutting public roads to optimise pedestrian access and
visibility;
(f)
re-use of stormwater for irrigation purposes;
(g)
recreational trails where appropriate.

170

Where practical, access points to regional parks should be located close to
public transport.

171

District level parks should be at least 3 hectares in size, and provided within 2
kilometres of all households that they serve.

172

Neighbourhood parks should be at least 0.5 hectares and generally closer to
1 hectare in size, and provided within 500 metres of households that they
serve.

173

Local parks should be
(a)
a minimum of 0.2 hectares in size;
(b)
centrally located within a residential area, close to schools, shops
and generally within 300 metres of households that they serve.

174

No more than 20 percent of land allocated as public open space should:
(a)
have a slope in excess of 1-in-4;
(b)
comprise creeks or other drainage areas;
unless the public open space forms part of a regional integrated
open space network.
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