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Foreword

The Strategic Infrastructure Plan for South Australia 

Regional Overview

Believing in our State - Investing in its Future

As a companion document to the Strategic Infrastructure 

Plan for South Australia, which was released on 6 April 2005, 

this regional component of the Infrastructure Plan provides 

a framework for infrastructure investment throughout the 

entire state, with due emphasis placed on each region of 

South Australia.  

In preparing the regional component of the Strategic 

Infrastructure Plan, the government has consulted closely 

with Regional Development Boards and Local Government 

Associations and we are abundantly aware of the importance 

of investing in regional infrastructure.

It is the cooperation and assistance of these local 

organisations that has made this plan the valuable strategic 

document it is.

Along with the fi rst component of the Strategic Infrastructure 

Plan, the regional component of the plan sets out priorities 

for investment in infrastructure that will help to achieve the 

targets of South Australia’s Strategic Plan. In particular, South 

Australia’s Strategic Plan sets specifi c targets for building 

infrastructure to develop and support sustainable regional 

communities, which this plan addresses. The ultimate goal 

is to stimulate economic growth in regional South Australia 

through investment in priority areas of infrastructure in order 

to build a strong and sustainable future for the entire state. 

The State Government has already committed to ongoing 

infrastructure investment for regional South Australia, 

including upgrades to country hospitals, schools and theatres, 

new courthouses and police stations, improvements to major 

roads and upgrading Kangaroo Island’s power supply.

In addition, much of the government’s recent investment in 

metropolitan infrastructure will bring benefi ts to the entire 

state, particularly regional areas. The deepening of the 

Outer Harbor shipping channel, the Port River road and rail 

bridges, and a new underpass and tunnel for South Road 

will transform the effi ciency of the state’s freight transport 

network and benefi t regional export industries. 

The regional component of the Strategic Infrastructure Plan 

for South Australia  is about creating our future by investing 

in it.  Only investment will translate ambition into reality.

The Rann Government has worked hard for the last three 

years to put the state in a position to be able to make the 

necessary investment in our future. The return of the AAA 

rating signals our underlying strength. Our recent economic 

performance is the best it’s been in decades. Vitally, the 

commitment to continuing budgetary discipline, ensuring 

that recurrent expenditure is balanced against income, 

creates the framework for responsible investment.

As phase one of the Strategic Infrastructure Plan, this 

document identifi es the range of opportunities for regional 

infrastructure development that will allow us to meet our 

goals and build a strong future for all corners of the state.

But the real worth of this plan lies in its implementation.

Phase two of the Strategic Infrastructure Plan, prioritisation 

and implementation, is a shared responsibility.  In the future, 

the government will extract from this document further 

priority investment decisions for the next fi ve and 10 years as 

a committed programme of projects. 

From the State Government’s point of view, this plan will 

involve higher levels of investment in infrastructure than has 

been seen for many years. Importantly, where infrastructure 

projects are of suffi cient merit to warrant it, responsible levels 

of borrowing for investment will be explored.

The plan also contains opportunities and responsibilities for 

local government, the Australian Government and the private 

sector to engage with the South Australian Government to 

develop South Australia’s infrastructure.  We will only realise 

all of our necessary infrastructure investment if every sector 

of the community is involved. 

The coming months will provide an opportunity for all 

interested parties to engage with the government and put 

forward their views, fi rstly on the validity of the priorities 

set out during phase two and, secondly, on how they might 

participate in infrastructure development.  Much of this 

engagement has already occurred and the government is 

open to approaches from any interested party.

This regional section of the Strategic Infrastructure Plan 

for South Australia provides an important opportunity for 

local communities to get more involved in deciding on 

infrastructure priorities for their region and in planning for 

and managing their infrastructure assets.

This government is serious about addressing the infrastructure 

needs of regional South Australia in order to give all South 

Australians the quality of life and the future they deserve.  

HON. PATRICK CONLON MP

MINISTER FOR INFRASTRUCTURE

MAY 2005
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Regional Development Challenges And Opportunities

Introduction

This regional overview presents infrastructure challenges and 

opportunities located throughout the state. It is intended to 

be read in conjunction with the Strategic Infrastructure Plan 

for South Australia.

For the purposes of the plan, South Australia has been 

divided into seven regions (see below). Closely matching 

Local Government Association (LGA) boundaries, the regions 

incorporate the following local councils:

  Eyre Peninsula – Ceduna, Cleve, Elliston, Franklin 

Harbour, Kimba, Le Hunte, Lower Eyre Peninsula, Port 

Lincoln, Streaky Bay, and Tumby Bay

  Upper Spencer Gulf and Outback – Outback Areas 

Community Development Trust, Anangu Pitjantjatjara 

Yankunytjatjara Lands, Maralinga Tjarjutja Lands, 

Aboriginal Lands Trust, Port Augusta, Port Pirie, Whyalla, 

Coober Pedy, Roxby Downs

  Murray and Mallee – Berri Barmera, Coorong, Loxton 

Waikerie, Karoonda/East Murray, Southern Mallee, 

Murray Bridge, Mid Murray and Renmark Paringa

  Mid North and Yorke Peninsula – Barunga West, Clare 

& Gilbert Valleys, Copper Coast, Flinders Ranges, Goyder, 

Northern Areas, Orroroo/Carrieton, Peterborough, Mount 

Remarkable, Wakefi eld Regional and Yorke Peninsula

  Barossa, Adelaide Hills, Northern Adelaide Plains, 

Fleurieu Peninsula and Kangaroo Island – Adelaide 

Hills, Alexandrina, Kangaroo Island, Barossa, Mount 

Barker, Victor Harbor, Light, Mallala 

and Yankalilla

  South East/Limestone Coast – Grant, Kingston, 

Mount Gambier, Naracoorte Lucindale, Robe, 

Tatiara and Wattle Range.

  Metropolitan Adelaide – Gawler, Playford, Salisbury, 

Tea Tree Gully, Port Adelaide Enfi eld, Charles Sturt, 

Prospect, Walkerville, Norwood Payneham and St Peters, 

Campbelltown, Adelaide, West Torrens, Unley, Burnside, 

Holdfast Bay, Marion, Mitcham and Onkaparinga

For 12 months in the lead-up to the release of the plan  

the State Government liaised closely with local mayors, 

councillors and regional development boards identifying the 

many varied strengths and opportunities in each region.

Key infrastructure projects and opportunities have been 

identifi ed for each region based on economic growth, social 

needs and expected demographic changes. 

A number of initiatives are proposed to address these 

infrastructure priorities, and some initiatives are already 

under way. Primary responsibility for progressing each 

initiative is noted, whether it is a sphere of government or the 

private sector.

These priorities may be updated following a more thorough 

assessment of the economic, social, and environmental 

impacts and the technical issues. In most cases, further 

work is needed to develop options in detail and to develop 

business cases, before opportunities for funding can be 

considered.  (See Delivering the Plan for more information on 

this assessment process.)

The maps included in this  section were provided by 

Planning SA.
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1    Eyre Peninsula

2      Upper Spencer Gulf 

and Outback

3    Murray and Mallee 

4      Mid North and 

Yorke Peninsula

5      Barossa, Adelaide Hills, 

Northern Adelaide Plains,

Fleurieu Peninsula and 

Kangaroo Island.

6      South East / 

Limestone Coast

7    Metropolitan Adelaide 

Infrastructure Plan Regional Boundaries

Source: Planning SA 
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Eyre Peninsula is a large 

and diverse region best 

known for its export-oriented 

primary production.  Key 

infrastructure issues are 

adequate quality water 

supply, reliable power, 

effi cient transport of produce 

to export ports, and facilities 

to support the fi shing/

aquaculture fl eets.

At a glance

 
Area 42,935 km2 (4.37% of SA)

 

Population 32,346 in 2001 (2.20% of SA)

Aged < 15 22.91% against SA average of 19.57%

Aged > 65 13.59% against SA average of 14.40%

Demographic trends   2016 projection: 31,977 or 2% of SA 

Coastal towns will grow; inland towns steady or declining

Natural Resources Native vegetation covers half of landmass 

 Coastline with numerous pristine bays

Key Industries Agriculture, tourism, fi shing, aquaculture, mining

 

Sea ports Export ports at Thevenard and Port Lincoln

 

Commercial Airports  Port Lincoln and Ceduna 

Eyre Peninsula   
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Principal Industries

Agriculture

The region produces more than 45% of the state’s wheat crop 

and 20% of the barley crop. Grain production is expected to 

grow by 30% over the next 15 years, with 3 million tonnes 

exported. Horticulture and viticulture are emerging industries, 

albeit from a small base. 

Aquaculture and Fishing

Aquaculture has experienced the largest regional economic 

growth over the last 10 years, growing by an average of 14% 

per annum.

Marine-based aquaculture is predominantly tuna and oysters. 

Land-based abalone farming is also being undertaken. Growth 

potential exists in yellow-tailed kingfi sh, mulloway, mussels 

and offshore abalone.

A sound infrastructure base for further growth of the 

aquaculture industry exists in Port Lincoln, Arno Bay, Coffi n 

Bay, Smoky Bay, Denial Bay, Franklin Harbour and Louth Bay.  

The State Government has contributed to the construction of 

the new commercial fi shing harbour at Arno Bay.

Wild fi sheries are an important part of the economy, 

providing tuna for farming and 66% of the feed stock for the 

tuna farms.  

The production value of seafood has increased three-fold 

since 1991/92 to be worth over $450 million in 2002. 

Future growth lies in value-adding products for the instant 

home meal and restaurant markets.

 

Tourism

Tourism is the third-largest industry with an annual value of 

$168 million. In 2002 Eyre Peninsula attracted over 450,000 

overnight visitors (including 11,000 international visitors) 

who stayed nearly 1.6 million nights in the region.  Major 

attractions are the extensive natural attractions of coast, 

beaches, cliffs and islands, as well as the scenery, fl ora and 

fauna of areas such as the Gawler Ranges and Lake Gairdner.

 

Tourism opportunities exist through developing tourism 

products that build upon the area’s attributes in authentic 

and sustainable ways. Improved airport facilities and 

accommodation in key areas, including Port Lincoln and 

Ceduna, is required to support industry growth.

Mining

Mining is an emerging industry, with exploration identifying 

a number of potentially viable sites. Sand, gypsum, graphite, 

jade and granite are currently mined, with prospective 

deposits of gold, diamonds, iron ore and coal. Future 

opportunities include base metals, gold, diamonds, iron ore, 

mineral sands and coal.

Future development will depend on a range of 

considerations, including commodity prices, international 

demand and supply, and availability of processing facilities.

Infrastructure

The bushfi res which destroyed a signifi cant part of the Eyre 

Peninsula caused signifi cant damage to public and private 

infrastructure.

The State Government, in co-operation with Australian and 

local governments, is currently working on an extensive 

recovery program which includes infrastructure replacement. 

The cost and scope of the work has not been fully established 

at this time.

Energy

The transmission network needs to be upgraded to meet the 

SA Transmission Code; ElectraNet is committed to addressing 

this issue. ETSA Utilities provides low-voltage sub-transmission 

circuits to Ceduna and the distribution network.  

Synergen has two diesel turbine generators at Port Lincoln 

that provide peaking power for Port Lincoln. 
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Eyre Peninsula has excellent wind resources, however 

industry-preferred sites elsewhere in South Australia make the 

development of local farms a less attractive option. Farms at 

Cathedral Rocks (66 MW) and Mount Millar (70 MW) are under 

construction and have taken up all available capacity in the 

network. 

The ability to undertake value adding on farms or higher 

intensity agriculture, as in most of rural South Australia, is 

constrained by the augmentation costs of electricity. Locating 

new developments closer to infrastructure may minimise 

augmentation and connection costs.

The Lock coal deposits could be used in the Northern Power 

Station or a power station on site.  Studies are continuing to 

prove up the options.

Water

Most of the region relies upon groundwater from the 

Southern Basins around Port Lincoln. Some areas are supplied 

or supplemented by local groundwater supplies (such as 

Streaky Bay and Elliston). Overuse relative to sustainable yield 

has seen the quality of groundwater resources deteriorate. 

There is no connection to the Morgan to Whyalla pipeline. 

Options are being considered including desalination for the 

augmentation of water supply in the area.

Water conservation measures have seen a 16% usage 

reduction, but future population growth in coastal towns 

may reduce savings. There has been growth in population 

in coastal towns, especially Port Lincoln, but declining 

population in other areas.  

Lack of irrigation water constrains vineyard and olive grove 

growth. Recycling projects are being assessed for commercial 

viability. Irrigation schemes utilising recycled water require 

consideration of the impacts on groundwater and the 

potential for soil salinisation.

Elements of the Port Lincoln wastewater treatment plant 

(WWTP) will require augmentation if there is signifi cant 

growth in population or tourism. The scheme for distributing 

treated wastewater from the plant is being extended with 

State Government assistance.

Transport

There are 13,798 km of roads, with 970 km of sealed roads, 

including the primary connection to Western Australia.

Sealing and maintenance of the local road network has been 

identifi ed as a local priority.  Freight routes to terminals and 

port facilities need to be maintained.

There are further opportunities to increase effi ciencies in 

the grain supply distribution chain from paddock to export 

port to minimise the costs to grain growers and impacts on 

communities. Upgrades to rail (including truncation), road 

and loading facilities have been identifi ed as a local priority.

The Australian Rail Group (ARG) narrow-gauge rail system 

is used extensively for the movement of export grain and 

gypsum. The future of these lines is linked to grain haulage, 

new mineral developments and the use of the ports. 
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The grains industry plan recommends concentrating its 

activities at Port Lincoln to maximise use of Panamax vessels 

and to allow grain-mixing to meet market requirements.

Growing demand for wharf access for boats across the 

peninsula in the fi shing and aquaculture industries has been 

identifi ed. Suitable facilities for the fi shing fl eet across the 

peninsula are required. 

The airport at Port Lincoln is adequate for current freight and 

passenger demand. Expansions to the airport will depend on 

demonstrated demand and carrier support. The other key 

airport that supports regular air transport services to the area 

is Ceduna, while other small strips, e.g. Wudinna and Cleve, 

primarily cater for emergency use. 

Land 

The development of a combined housing, marina (for fi shing 

industry and other vessels) and tourism facility at Ceduna 

(Ceduna Keys) will support the population shift to the coast, 

provide tourism facilities and opportunities for the fi shing 

industry to locate in Ceduna. Other marinas are being 

considered.

New land releases for tourism and holiday developments are 

proposed subject to environmental approval.

Information and Communications Technology (ICT) 

In common with many other sparsely populated areas, the 

cost of communicating on a business and social level is higher 

than in metropolitan areas. 

While optical fi bre now connects most of the populated areas, 

access to ADSL broadband is available in Port Lincoln, and 

Ceduna.

Mobile phone (CDMA) coverage has improved markedly in the 

last few years. All towns with more than 500 people now have 

CDMA mobile coverage, and continuous coverage now exists 

along most of the major highways in the region. However, 

there are still some black spots in eastern and central Eyre 

Peninsula.

Health

There are 10 hospitals in the region, serving 32,500 people.  

Ceduna and Port Lincoln are considered to be regional 

facilities attracting priority status within the region. The eight 

smaller hospitals provide a range of primary health services, 

including residential aged care. 

Remoteness and distance between communities are major 

challenges for health services in this region.

Telemedicine could alleviate this but an upgrade to 

communications networks would be required.

For remote communities (especially Aboriginal communities), 

in particular those west of Ceduna, and travellers on Highway 

One, the Ceduna hospital is an important facility. 

Justice and Emergency Services

To achieve an appropriate level of accommodation, which 

delivers high standards of service to the community, the SA 

Police (SAPOL) facilities and courthouse at Port Lincoln are 

being upgraded.
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Education and Training

The anticipated population growth in Eyre Peninsula, in 

particular the coastal districts, is expected to place additional 

demand on schools. The State Government has identifi ed the 

need to expand educational facilities for young people in Port 

Lincoln and an upgrade is underway at Ceduna Area school.

Locally based vocational training initiatives to meet industry 

demand are attracting and keeping young people in the area. 

Education and training sites are being provided with 

increased broadband capability to enable them to offer an 

up-to-date curriculum. The size of the region is a factor in 

providing training; hence distance and access are issues to be 

considered when offering courses. Distance learning options 

are already provided through TAFE and could be built on.

Science, Technology and Innovation

The South Australian Research and Development Institute 

(SARDI), in collaboration with Flinders University and the 

University of Adelaide, conducts a wide range of research 

projects focused around the two regional centres at Minnipa 

(Centre for Research on Dryland Farming) and at Port 

Lincoln (co-location with Flinders University at the Lincoln 

Marine Science Centre). Plans to signifi cantly upgrade this 

infrastructure and activities through the MISA initiative will 

enable researchers and trainers to continue to lead industry 

advances. Research undertaken at these facilities focuses on 

key innovation challenges in the agriculture, fi sheries and 

aquaculture sectors. 

Waste Management

Highly saline wastes from seafood processing facilities are 

currently adequately managed, but growth in seafood 

production may require expanded facilities.
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Energy

Electricity supply capacity

  Undertake network upgrades including to Port Neil and Tumby Bay and  U/way ❉  5.11

to support approved wind farms

 Undertake sub-station upgrades U/way ❉  5.11

* Lead – private sector 

Electricity transmission network capacity

 Identify options for further local utilisation of wind energy 3   ❉ 3.10

  Work with potential wind and coal generators to develop cooperative  3 ❉  5.11

schemes to connect to the national grid

Lead – private sector

Water

Management of water supply to ensure long-term availability

  Evaluate options, including desalination, to augment water supplies to U/way ❉  5.11

support growth

Lead – State Government

Transport

Marine safety 

  Provide a marine radio service for SA U/way ❉ ❉ 2.1

Lead – State Government

Working vessel wharf space 

  Develop a master plan to identify preferred locations for the redevelopment 1 ❉  1.12

 and ongoing maintenance of wharfs for the fi shing and 

aquaculture industries

 Develop facilities according to the master plan to support the fi shing and

 aquaculture industries 2 ❉ ❉ 1.12

Lead – State Government, private sector

Export Grain logistics

   Upgrade rail network and road freight routes, including Lincoln Highway,   1 ❉ ❉ 1.12

 improve grain handling facilities and develop new strategic alliances between      1.16

  parties (as recommended in the Sd&D report) to support the entire

  supply chain

Lead – Australian and State Governments, private sector

*  Lead – lead responsibility for promoting, developing and evaluating the project. 

#  Priority – preliminary rankings. Priority numbers do not represent a fi nal commitment by the State Government or other 

lead entities. See the Delivering the Plan section for further details. 

Project Priority # 2005/6– 2010/11– SASP 
   2009/10 2014/15 Targets

Projects
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Capacity of Port Lincoln airport facilities 

  Extend the Port Lincoln airport and upgrade the terminal to 2 ❉ ❉ 5.11

cater for increased freight and tourist fl ights, subject to 

demand and identifi cation of a viable carrier

Lead – local government

Transport requirements for mining developments in the Gawler Craton 

 Facilitate the development of infrastructure to support viable mines 2 ❉ ❉ 1.6

  Evaluate the options of deepening Thevenard or accessing  2 ❉  1.12

the main rail line to tranship minerals for processing

Lead – private sector

Land 

Port Lincoln berth upgrade

  Refurbish and upgrade No1 berth at Port Lincoln to support recreational 1 ❉  1.13

 fi shing and tourism

Lead – State Government

Wharf facilities at Port Lincoln 

  Construct proposed marina, seafood industry commercial precinct  2 ❉ ❉ 1.12

and vessel servicing complex near Billy Lights Point to support the 

fi shing and aquaculture industries

Lead – private sector, local government

Residential, tourism and marina development

  Develop a residential, marina and tourism facility at Ceduna to support  2 ❉ ❉ 5.8

anticipated residential and business demand

Lead – private sector, local government

Tourist accommodation at Port Lincoln 

 Construct new tourist facilities to cater for anticipated demand 3 ❉ ❉ 1.13

Lead – private sector

Information and Communications Technology (ICT)

Access to broadband 

 Construct a high speed broadband link from Port Augusta to Port Lincoln U/way ❉  4.7

Lead – Australian and State Governments

  Raise awareness and develop business cases that identify and aggregate  2 ❉  4.7

demand from broadband users, to improve broadband access

Lead – private sector

Mobile phone coverage

 Continue roll-out of CDMA network  2 ❉ ❉ 5.11

Lead – private sector

Health

Acute care mental health

 Undertake acute mental health pilot projects U/way ❉  2.2

Lead – State Government      2.4

Project Priority  2005/6– 2010/11– SASP 
   2009/10 2014/15 Targets
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Hospital facilities in the Ceduna area

 Redevelop acute care hospital facilities to better meet requirements 2   ❉ 2.2

 Construct an Aboriginal stepdown facility 2  ❉  6.1

Lead – State Government 

Primary health care centres

  Continue to upgrade hospital facilities to support the co-located delivery of  2 ❉ ❉ 2.2

primary health care services including general practice, allied health,      6.1

mental health and Aboriginal health programs

Lead – State Government, private sector

Justice and Emergency Services

Restitution of infrastructure damage from January bushfi res 

 Ensure all essential services are restored to affected communities U/way ❉  5.11

  Assess infrastructure damage from the fi res and implement plans to 1 ❉  5.11

restore and where possible enhance the infrastructure

 Replace fi re and emergency services vehicles and appliances 2 ❉ ❉ 5.11

Lead – State Government, local government, private sector

Standard of SAPOL facilities

 Develop new police facilities at Port Lincoln U/way ❉  2.8

Lead – State Government

Standard of courthouse facilities

 Develop new courthouse at Port Lincoln U/way ❉  2.8

Lead – State Government

Education and Training

Utilisation of school assets

  Rejuvenate local schools to support improved utilisation and integration  U/way ❉ ❉ 6.14

 of services

 Undertake planned capital works at Ceduna, Port Lincoln and Cleve schools  U/way ❉  6.14

Lead – State Government

Vocational education and training

 Ensure the future infrastructure requirements of TAFE, including ICT, support   2 ❉ ❉ 6.15

 the expected growth in the primary and allied industries     6.17

Lead – State Government

Science, Technology and Innovation

Marine research facilities

  Construct facilities at Port Lincoln and Adelaide to support marine  1 ❉  4.8

research (MISA)

Lead – university sector, State Government 

Natural assets

 

Biodiversity protection

  Develop and implement a program of works to improve biodiversity  U/way ❉  3.6

and land and water management (especially coastal areas)

Lead – State Government

Project Priority  2005/6– 2010/11– SASP 
   2009/10 2014/15 Targets
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The Upper Spencer Gulf 

region supports minerals 

processing, manufacturing, 

energy generation and 

transport logistics.  The 

Outback region is renowned 

for a number of Australia’s 

outback icons and for its 

diversity of industry and 

landscapes, ranging from 

deserts to arid wetlands and 

mound springs to dry salt 

lakes. The drivers for major 

infrastructure developments 

in the region are likely to 

result from private-sector 

investment, particularly 

in mining and minerals 

processing and tourism. 

The region’s tourism and 

environmental values have 

been protected by the State 

Government in its recent 

victory to prevent the 

Australian Government plan 

for a nuclear waste dump.

At a glance

 
Area 834,801 km2 (84.95% of SA) 

 

Population 70,476 (4.8% of SA)

Aged < 15 21.92% against SA average 19.57%

Aged > 65 11.27% against SA average 14.4%

Demographic trends Overall population decline of 2.1% since 1996 despite increases in population of specifi c areas  

 such as Roxby Downs and Coober Pedy 

 2016 projection: 60,190 people (3.79% of SA), a 14.17% decrease 

 

Natural Resources Coastal and marine resources of Upper Spencer Gulf – range of waterways, mound springs   

 and wetlands, Great Artesian Basin, diversity of native vegetation, mineral reserves and vast   

 areas dedicated to national/conservation parks or reserves

 

Key Industries Steel, mining, minerals processing, manufacturing, agriculture,     

 aquaculture, tourism, defence, transport logistics, energy generation

 

Sea ports Export ports at Port Pirie, Whyalla and Port Bonython

 

Commercial Airports  Whyalla, Port Augusta, Coober Pedy, Roxby Downs

Upper 
Spencer Gulf 
and Outback 
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Principal Industries

Agriculture

Wheat, barley, wool, sheep, pigs, cattle and grain legumes 

have provided a strong economic base, but new industries 

(such as canola, viticulture and horticulture) are emerging.  

Port Pirie has a thriving export abattoir, specialising in 

mutton, lamb and goat, as well as manufactured dairy 

products and other food value-adding in nearby areas.

Aquaculture and Fishing

Commercial fi sheries continue in the Spencer Gulf, although 

catch tonnage is decreasing.

There have been new aquaculture developments in the 

Gulf over the last 10 years, largely around Port Augusta and 

Fitzgerald Bay (near Whyalla), with yellow tail kingfi sh being a 

major focus.

Mining/Minerals Processing

The value of resources processed in the region was $2.7 

billion in 2000/01.  Principal mineral deposits are at Olympic 

Dam (copper, uranium, gold and silver), Prominent Hill 

(copper, uranium and gold), Challenger (gold), Beverley and 

Honeymoon (uranium), Middleback Ranges (iron ore), Leigh 

Creek (coal) and Coober Pedy, Andamooka, Mintabie and 

Lambina (opals). The Gawler Craton and Musgrave Block areas 

are prospective for minerals, while the Offi cer Basin in the far 

west is prospective for oil and gas. 

Signifi cant oil and gas is produced in the Cooper Basin in 

the north-east of the state. The world’s largest integrated 

lead, silver and zinc smelter, owned by Zinifex, is based in 

Port Pirie. Mining developments, such as further expansion 

at Olympic Dam, will have implications for power, water, 

transport and other infrastructure provision in the wider 

region. 

OneSteel is proposing to convert its steel-making process to 

use magnetite ore, which will be supplied from a new mine 

in the southern Middleback Ranges. The currently mined 

haematite ore will be exported via upgraded facilities at 

Whyalla. 

Port Bonython has a major liquids processing plant and 

shipping facility for oil and gas company Santos, which 

produces energy products from the Cooper/Eromanga basins.

Tourism

The Upper Spencer Gulf is the gateway and service centre to 

the Eyre Peninsula, Outback and Flinders Ranges.  

The Flinders Ranges and Outback tourism region attracted 

614,000 overnight visitors in 2000/01, including 75,000 

international visitors. Spending by domestic overnight visitors 

to the Flinders area in 2000 was estimated to be $116 million 

and domestic day-trip visitors spent $31 million.

Major tourism themes include adventure four-wheel driving, 

cycle tourism, trails, outback experience, and heritage and 

Aboriginal culture. A number of Australia’s outback icons are 

situated in the area.

Defence

Signifi cant army training facilities are located at Cultana, 

extending from Fitzgerald Bay to Port Augusta.  Woomera and 

Cultana provide the region with a solid footprint in defence 

industry training and research facilities.

The new Adelaide–Darwin rail line opens up opportunities 

for movement of defence personnel and equipment between 

Port Augusta and Darwin.
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Infrastructure 

Energy

The two NRG Flinders coal-fi red power stations at Port 

Augusta produce more than 40% of the state’s power. ETSA 

Utilities and ElectraNet are undertaking upgrades to sub-

stations at Bungama and Port Pirie to improve network 

stability. The ElectraNet sub-station at Playford is also due 

for replacement. Additional transformer capacity is proposed 

for installation at the ElectraNet sub-station at Baroota in 

November 2008. There is a proposal to extend the single wire 

earth return (SWER) line from Nundroo to the new grid at 

Fowlers Bay.

The natural gas pipeline (Moomba to Adelaide) links to Port 

Pirie and Whyalla via a lateral. Its capacity within these areas 

is at present fully committed, constraining any major increase 

in gas consumption by industry at either Port Pirie or Whyalla. 

Planned changes to Whyalla’s OneSteel operations could 

decrease gas usage, potentially providing future opportunities 

for other industries.

There is potential for development of a gas-fi red power 

station in the north of the state as part of any expansion of 

the Olympic Dam operations.

Most Outback communities rely on diesel generators to 

provide power. The potential for small-scale hybrid plants 

using diesel or gas, solar or wind in areas remote from the 

distribution network is being explored, particularly for small 

remote communities or businesses.

Hot rock geothermal power is being investigated in the far 

north of the state near Moomba, with further proposals 

emerging near Olympic Dam.

Water

The major water supply to the Upper Spencer Gulf region 

is via the Morgan–Whyalla pipeline, with a pipeline owned 

by the Australian Government distributing the water to 

Woomera.

SA Water has responsibility for water and wastewater systems 

at Port Pirie, Port Augusta and Whyalla, and for water systems 

at Marree, Parachilna, Blinman, Hawker, Quorn, Oodnadatta 

and Marla.

Coober Pedy and Roxby Downs have their own water supplies 

via reverse osmosis desalination drawn from the Great 

Artesian Basin.

The Beetaloo and Baroota reservoirs are located to the east of 

Port Pirie just outside the region. They have a total capacity of 

9,000 ML, are currently isolated from the SA Water system and 

retained for emergency use only. There is some use of Baroota 

water for irrigation with limited potential for expansion.

In the Outback, sporadic rainfall and high evaporation rates 

limit the quantity of surface water. Much of the surface water 

and local underground water is saline and has limited use.

Quantity and quality of water is an issue in most Outback and 

Aboriginal communities. 

A working group partnered by the Arid Areas Catchment 

Water Management Board and SA Water is investigating issues 

associated with quality and quantity of water supplies in the 

Outback. 



17

U
pper S

pencer G
ulf A

nd O
utback

B U I L D I N G  S O U T H  A U S T R A L I A  -  I N F R A S T R U C T U R E

Transport

Roads

The Stuart Highway is the major road route to the Northern 

Territory and the Eyre Highway connects eastern and western 

Australia. The Lincoln Highway connects Whyalla to the rest of 

the Eyre Peninsula.

Highway One is the primary connection between Adelaide 

and Upper Spencer Gulf, while Main North Road is an 

important tourism route, connecting the region via the Clare 

Valley and southern Flinders Ranges.

The Birdsville and Strzelecki tracks are major interstate tourist 

and road train routes. Numerous other roads in the Outback 

serve mining operations, pastoralists, the community and 

tourists.

The Adelaide to Port Augusta corridor forms part of the major 

road and rail freight network carrying freight between the 

Eyre Peninsula, Far North, eastern and western states and the 

Northern Territory. It is estimated that 15.3 million tonnes of 

freight are carried on this route each year.

Mining at Olympic Dam and in the Gawler Craton could see 

production more than double in fi ve to 10 years, which may 

result in an additional 2.8 million tonnes per annum of gold, 

copper and associated products being transported through 

the region.  

Intersection treatments for the major access roads into Port 

Pirie need to be improved, as well as the access to the port 

area for heavy commercial vehicles.

Yorkeys Crossing is important for the freight industry in the 

region.

Rail

The standard-gauge rail line servicing the region is part of 

the national network.  The region is at the intersection of 

the Sydney–Perth and Adelaide–Darwin transcontinental rail 

lines. The extension of the standard-gauge railway from Alice 

Springs to Darwin has created new opportunities linked to 

trade through the Port of Darwin.

Approximately 80 rail services per week move through Upper 

Spencer Gulf. Increases in freight haulage of 50% could be 

accommodated. Major rail maintenance facilities located in 

Port Augusta create opportunities for further investment in 

rail servicing and freight enterprises.

A separate standard-gauge rail line links the Leigh Creek coal 

mines with the Northern and Playford power stations at Port 

Augusta. OneSteel owns (and Australian Southern Railway, 

ASR, operates) a private narrow-gauge rail system from its 

iron ore mines in the Iron Knob area to its steelmaking facility 

in Whyalla. In addition, the steel works is connected to Port 

Augusta by a public railway.
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Sea Ports

The port at Whyalla is an indentured port giving OneSteel 

exclusive use. Port Bonython handles the export of petroleum 

products. The State Government has contributed to the 

construction of the new commercial fi shing harbour at 

Fitzgerald Bay.

The Port Pirie harbour handles grain, fertiliser, metal ores and 

concentrates, and has some capacity to handle containerised 

cargo. Indications from the grain industry are that grain 

storage will be reduced at Port Pirie due to the limitations of 

the port for handling larger vessels..

A major challenge for the aquaculture industry will be to 

meet the burgeoning demand for new facilities.

Airports

 

Airports receiving scheduled airline services are located at 

Port Augusta, Whyalla, Roxby Downs and Coober Pedy. Flights 

between Coober Pedy and Alice Springs/Uluru are being 

investigated to bolster tourism to both regions. 

Port Augusta is a smaller regional airport with a sealed 

runway and is the operational base for the Royal Flying 

Doctor Service (RFDS). The upgrade of the Port Augusta airport 

is being considered by local government. Port Pirie has a 

sealed runway and is a base for recreational and charter 

services. Port Pirie does not support a regular commercial 

service.

With the potential for expanded defence activity in the region, 

consideration may need to be given to upgrade local airport 

facilities (at either Whyalla or Port Augusta) to accommodate 

the larger defence aircraft. This will be dependent upon 

decisions of the Australian Government.

The Outback has numerous airstrips that are suitable for 

tourism and charter services as well as emergency strips used 

by the RFDS. 

Land

Whyalla, Port Pirie and Port Augusta have all identifi ed a need 

for serviced industrial parks and intermodal sites, situated 

away from residential development and where infrastructure 

can be easily and cost-effectively augmented for future 

industrial development.  

Whyalla, Port Pirie and Port Augusta have also identifi ed a 

need to develop waterfront areas for both community and 

economic development purposes.
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Information and Communications Technology (ICT)

Mobile coverage is available in major towns and there is spot 

coverage along the highways. Most outback users rely on  

satellite communications for television, telephone and data 

transmission or radio concentrator systems.

All towns in the region currently have dial-up access to the 

internet but ADSL broadband is only available in a few of the 

larger towns and provincial cities.  The approach taken by 

Coober Pedy Council to run an internet service provider (ISP) 

service on behalf of the town is a possible model for other 

Outback towns.

The Outback Areas Community Development Trust (OACDT) 

assists with the erection and maintenance of a network of 

UHF radio repeater towers in the region.

The ICT infrastructure at Woomera does not adequately cater 

for current and proposed research and defence activities.

Health

Port Pirie has a Regional Hospital, serving Port Pirie and 

the Mid North of South Australia. Port Augusta Hospital 

and Whyalla Hospital service their communities and the 

northern and far western regions of the state. There are also 

health services at Coober Pedy, Oodnadatta, Mintabie/Marla, 

Andamooka, Marree, Roxby Downs, Woomera, Leigh Creek 

and Hawker, with Nganampa Health Council being the major 

provider of health services in the APY Lands. The RFDS is 

located in Port Augusta and services South Australia and the 

Northern Territory.

The region’s population overall is declining, although growing 

in some clusters, and consists of an ageing population, a 

high proportion of Aboriginal people, people with low socio-

economic status and remote from services. Facilities need to 

be refurbished in response to changing local demographic 

profi les to deliver more primary health care services that 

are focused on early intervention and prevention, health 

promotion and chronic disease management.

Investment is required in transport services and mobile 

health facilities to improve access by patients and their 

families to both primary and acute health care services, 

and meet the needs of Aboriginal people moving between 

communities.

There is a need to support the development of increased 

telemedicine supporting rural clinical networks, and to 

provide improved communications with and between tertiary 

health sites in Adelaide, both for clinical decision-making and 

professional development and support.

A substance abuse rehabilitation facility is to be established in 

the APY Lands.  Australian and State Government funding has 

been secured for development of this facility (and associated 

housing) and two swimming pools in the APY Lands.  

Housing

Low income and disadvantaged groups, including Aboriginal 

communities, have specifi c housing requirements. Providing 

appropriate housing for Aboriginal people is a priority issue 

in the region. Increased housing is required to support 

expansion of industrial development in Whyalla, Port Pirie 

and Port Augusta.

Housing for health professionals in rural and remote areas 

impacts on recruitment and retention and is an emerging 

issue in country areas. 

Strategies to determine the future type and level of housing 

required are being developed for Whyalla, Port Augusta 

and Port Pirie, in conjunction with the respective local 

government authorities. 

There is a lack of suitable rental accommodation in remote 

communities, inhibiting the ability to attract quality staff to 

expand economic and tourist interests in the region. This is 

becoming a major issue in small communities like Marla, 

Penong, Marree, Innamincka and Glendambo, which all play 

a signifi cant role in the burgeoning tourism industry but are 

fi nding it very diffi cult to attract quality staff.
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Justice and Emergency Services

The Port Pirie and Port Augusta courthouses are being 

upgraded because they no longer provide the functionality 

now expected from courts by the general public. They no 

longer have the capacity to hear the volume of cases being 

generated and are defi cient in terms of security and safety.

There is a need to upgrade police infrastructure on the 

APY Lands. The police stations at Fregon, Pukatja, Mimili, 

Pipalyatjara, Amata and Indulkana are to be upgraded.

Education and Training

The Upper Spencer Gulf region is served by tertiary education 

facilities incorporating a University of South Australia Whyalla 

campus as well as a range of TAFE campuses.  There are plans 

to extend these services using new telecommunications and 

information technology.

Vast distances in the Outback mean that it is not always 

possible to deliver education and training face-to-face. 

Distance learning options are provided through TAFE and 

through information technology.

The Arid Lands Botanic Gardens at Port Augusta is a principal 

centre for research, education and display of biodiversity from 

the southern arid zone of Australia, with potential for further 

development of arid land management research. 

Young families with children, attracted to the good salaries at 

the mine operation, are stretching resources in the education 

and childcare facilities at Roxby Downs.
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Arts, Culture and Heritage

Country Arts SA is upgrading the existing regional theatres 

including Whyalla and Port Pirie.  The theatres are important 

venues for recreational and cultural activities for young 

people and families in these regions; they provide venues 

for live touring performances and create opportunities to 

develop community-based cultural activities. The existing 

infrastructure was constructed about 20 years ago which is 

why the current upgrades are important.

Natural Assets

The Outback incorporates a signifi cant portion of the Lake 

Eyre Basin. This is one of the world’s largest internally 

draining systems and has a number of high conservation 

value creek and river systems including the Cooper and 

Warburton creeks, and Diamantina, Macumba, Peak, Neales 

and Alberga rivers.

Cooper Creek/Coongie Lakes is recognised as a wetland of 

international importance.

Dalhousie Springs in Witjira National Park, Blanch Cup and 

Bubbler Mound Spring in Wabma Kjadarbu Conservation 

Park, and springs of the Great Artesian Basin are recognised 

as threatened ecological communities under Australian 

Government legislation.

The Upper Spencer Gulf Common Purpose Group has a 

draft management plan that will cover coastal land use and 

industrial development.

Some 500,000 ha of the Yellabinna Regional Reserve will be 

declared as the Yellabinna Wilderness Protection Area.

The environmental value of the area has been protected 

by the South Australian Government preventing the 

establishment by the Australian Government of the national 

nuclear waste dump at Woomera.
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Energy

    

Reliability of electricity supply in the southern Flinders Ranges

  Redevelop Bungama power sub-station to improve electricity supply U/way ❉  5.11

to southern Flinders region

  Install two new transformers at Davenport sub-station   U/way ❉  5.11

  Install additional transformer capacity at Baroota sub-station 2 ❉  5.11

* Lead – private sector

Increased energy supply to support industry expansion 

  Evaluate options for augmentation of energy supplies for expanded  1 ❉ ❉ 1.12

operations at Olympic Dam and other mining developments

  If suffi cient demand can be identifi ed, increase the capacity of the  2 ❉ ❉ 1.6

gas supplies to Port Pirie and Whyalla

Lead – private sector

Water

Improved environmental outcomes and water supplies at Whyalla 

  Improve the quality of water from the Whyalla wastewater treatment  U/way ❉  5.11

plant so that it can be used benefi cially in the vicinity

Lead – State Government, local government

Water for Olympic Dam and other mineral developments

  Evaluate options to augment the water supply to support expanded 1 ❉ ❉ 1.12

 mining developments and implement preferred options 

Lead – private sector

Quality and quantity of outback water supplies 

  Identify and implement cost-effective improvements to the water supply 1 ❉ ❉ 5.11

for Andamooka, Hawker, Glendambo, Yunta and Mintabie 

Lead – State Government

Capacity of Oodnadatta and Hawker STEDS 

  Upgrade the STED scheme servicing the Oodnadatta and Hawker townships 2 ❉ ❉ 5.11

Lead – State Government, local government

*  Lead – lead responsibility for promoting, developing and evaluating the project. 

#  Priority – preliminary rankings. Priority numbers do not represent a fi nal commitment by the State Government or other 

lead entities. See the Delivering the Plan section for further details. 

Project Priority # 2005/6– 2010/11– SASP 
   2009/10 2014/15 Targets

Projects
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Transport

Capacity of Fitzgerald Bay fi shing harbour

  Construct new commercial fi shing harbour at Fitzgerald Bay U/way ❉  1.5

Lead – private sector, local government 

Transport services to support Olympic Dam expansion

  Evaluate options to augment transport services for expanded operations at 1 ❉ ❉ 1.12

 Olympic Dam 

Lead – private sector, State Government 

Export facilities to support OneSteel’s Project Magnet

  Facilitate the upgrading of the export facilities at Whyalla to enable the 1 ❉  1.12

 shipping of haematite

Lead – private sector

Upgrade of Yorkeys Crossing 

  Consider the upgrade of Yorkeys Crossing bypass  2 ❉ ❉ 5.11

Lead – State Government

Airport capacity to service needs in the Upper Spencer Gulf

 Assess the need for an upgrade to the airport facilities at Whyalla and Port Augusta 2 ❉  5.11

Lead – Upper Spencer Gulf Common Purpose Group

Growth in freight movement through Port Augusta 

  Consider an intermodal facility as part of a state-wide intermodal strategy 2 ❉  1.6

to improve effi ciency of freight movement

Lead – private sector

Expansion of transport infrastructure to support mining developments in

the Gawler Craton 

  Facilitate provision of infrastructure to support mining developments  2 ❉ ❉ 1.12

in the region on a case-by-case basis

Lead – private sector 

Land

Residential land regeneration

  Continue investment in residential land regeneration at Risdon Grove U/way ❉  6.4

(Port Pirie) and Myall Place (Whyalla)     6.5 

Lead – State Government     6.7

Industrial land

  Develop industrial estates at Whyalla, Port Pirie and Port Augusta  2 ❉  1.6

Lead – private sector, local government     5.11

Project Priority  2005/6– 2010/11– SASP 
   2009/10 2014/15 Targets
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Information and Communications Technology (ICT)

Access to broadband 

  Develop a business case that identifi es and aggregates suffi cient broadband 2 ❉  4.7 

demand to support expanded services in larger towns and provincial cities,  

particularly Whyalla, Port Augusta, Port Pirie, Roxby Downs and towns 

 in the Flinders Ranges

Lead – private sector

Capacity of data links into Woomera

  Upgrade the ICT capacity around and to Woomera including connecting 2  ❉ ❉ 1.5 

to the SABRENet system at Edinburgh

Lead – Australian Government, private sector

Health

Provision of aged care facilities

  Redevelop the aged care facility at Port Pirie Hospital U/way ❉  2.2

Lead – Australian and State Governments

Primary health care centres

    Continue to upgrade hospital facilities to support the co-located delivery of  2 ❉ ❉ 2.2

primary health care services including general practice, allied health,

mental health and Aboriginal health programs

Lead – State Government, private sector

Health network connectivity

  Expand the capacity of the wide area network 2 ❉ ❉ 2.2

  Increase use of telemedicine facilities 2 ❉ ❉ 2.2

Lead – State Government

Justice and Emergency Services

Standard of courthouse facilities

  Develop courthouses at Port Pirie and Port Augusta  U/way ❉  2.8

Lead – State Government 

Correctional facilities

  Establish a low-security correctional facility for Aboriginal offenders from the 2 ❉ ❉ 5.10

  APY lands    6.1

Lead – State Government 

Project Priority  2005/6– 2010/11– SASP 
   2009/10 2014/15 Targets
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Education and Training

Utilisation of school assets

   Rejuvenate local schools to support improved utilisation and integration U/way ❉ ❉ 6.14

of services 

   Undertake planned capital works at Whyalla school U/way ❉  6.14

Lead – State Government 

Arts, Culture and Heritage

Facilities for performing arts productions

 Upgrade the regional theatres at Whyalla and Port Pirie U/way ❉  4.1

Lead – State Government

Natural Assets

Biodiversity protection

  Develop and implement works to improve biodiversity and land and  U/way ❉  3.6

water management

Lead – State Government

Outback tourism facilities

 Redevelop a range of facilities to support increased tourism in Innamincka,  U/way ❉  1.13

 Oodnadatta, Woomera, Port Augusta and other outback communities

Lead – State Government

Project Priority  2005/6– 2010/11– SASP 
   2009/10 2014/15 Targets
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The region’s economy is 

based on primary production 

and value-adding for export. 

For irrigated development 

to continue to drive growth, 

it will require strategic use 

of water and provision of 

associated infrastructure. 

Other key issues include 

freight movement and 

reliability of the electricity 

supply. The region’s natural 

resources, particularly 

the River Murray and its 

surrounds, will need to 

be managed in ways that 

address environmental 

concerns.  

The Murray region and the 

river provide the life blood 

to most of our primary and 

value-adding industries. 

The uses that confront 

the region impact on the 

economic well being of all 

South Australia. Apart from 

its major economic activities 

it is a major recreational area 

for the state.

At a glance

 
Area 37,049 km2 (3.77 % of SA)

 

Population 66,998 (4.57% of SA)

Aged < 15 21.65% against SA average of 19.57%

Aged > 65 14.43% against SA average of 14.40%

Demographic trends   2016 projection: 66,596

 Down 0.60% from 2001 (4.17% of SA)

 Slow decrease as youth move to the city for education and work

Natural Resources  River Murray, wetlands and lakes, native bush and national parks, 

Mallee Prescribed Wells Area

 

Key Industries  Based on primary production – dry land farming and horticulture (viticulture, fruit, nuts, 

vegetables) and related processing, wineries, manufacturing and tourism

 

Licensed airfi elds Loxton, Renmark, Waikerie

Murray 
and Mallee 
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Principal Industries

Agriculture

Agricultural production from this region exceeded $1.3 billion 

in 2000/01.

The region has a high level of diversifi cation, ranging from 

intensive horticulture and animal keeping to extensive 

cropping and livestock. The region’s growth will depend upon 

the continued growth of the primary sector and the value-

adding of primary products.

Near the river there is substantial irrigated horticulture, 

particularly viticulture, vegetables, citrus, stone fruits, nuts 

and olives. The region’s economical use of water through 

effi cient irrigation practices, and its suitable soils and 

favourable climate give it an advantage for the production of 

a range of agricultural products that has attracted large scale 

agribusiness investment.

Intensive animal keeping, particularly dairy production, pigs 

and poultry, is of importance.

Dryland areas are substantial producers of mixed farming 

products including grains, wool and meat.

Manufacturing 

Manufacturing is largely based on adding value to primary 

production via processing and packaging of fruit and 

vegetables, wine production, production of farming 

machinery and associated light engineering.

Tourism

 

The River Murray dominates the region. Apart from being 

the major source of water for the state, the River Murray is 

the main focus for recreation and tourism activities in the 

region. The Coorong National Park is the most noteworthy 

of a number of signifi cant national parks and reserves that 

attract tourists.

The climate, an abundance of natural features and heritage, 

and the open space and tranquillity attract visitors from 

across Australia and overseas. Houseboat holidays are 

popular.

Mining

 

There are substantial deposits of mineral sands in the region. 

Geological surveys have highlighted potential for other 

minerals to be explored including gold, lead, zinc, iron ore, 

nickel, chromium, coal, granite, gypsum and diamonds.

Infrastructure

Energy

The electricity transmission system and distribution networks 

are privately owned and required to comply with minimum 

performance standards, such as strength and reliability of 

supply.

The Murraylands has three main connection systems at 

Mannum, Mobilong and Tailem Bend, and distribution 

is from the 33 kV sub-transmission network or via three 

distribution sub-stations. The Riverland has two main 

connection systems – at Berri and North West Bend – and 

supply is via nine distribution sub-stations. 

The main energy demands are for water pumping through SA 

Water’s pipelines and for irrigation and processing. Electricity 

extension and augmentation for new areas of agriculture, 

horticulture, mining and processing can require long lead 

times.
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Gas is supplied to Murray Bridge and Berri from Envestra’s 

Riverland transmission pipeline. Expansion of the natural 

gas and electricity networks is considered a priority for food 

processing and other manufacturing businesses planning to 

establish or expand operations.

The Riverland Development Corporation and local 

government have investigated extending gas reticulation to 

Loxton, Renmark and Waikerie to support the high-volume 

LPG users and value-adding activities. The SEA Gas line has 

a take-off point at Tailem Bend to enable supply for future 

industrial development.

Water

The River Murray is the largest single surface water resource 

in the state. The River Murray is a multi-use resource, with the 

major commercial and social uses being for irrigation and for 

urban and industrial supplies. It is also used for recreation 

and conservation and is the focus of the important tourism 

industry.

More effective use of the available water is occurring as 

irrigation practices improve and as water licensing and pricing 

arrangements allocate water to its highest and best use. Major 

initiatives are being undertaken to improve effi ciency in water 

use and distribution, pollution control, and environmental 

rehabilitation and protection. Council of Australian 

Governments (COAG) and National Water Initiative reforms 

could lead to increased water trading and greater quantities 

able to be transferred to South Australia. 

Salinity and quality of drinking water sourced from the River 

Murray are vital considerations. Safeguarding and improving 

water quality will continue to be a major strategic imperative.

Rising groundwater levels and dryland salinity remain the 

largest threats to fl ora and fauna and use of River Murray 

water for domestic, industrial and irrigation purposes.

Salt interception schemes are being constructed to intercept 

salt loads that would otherwise fl ow into the river. The 

schemes are vital to generating salinity credits, which the 

state needs to offset the impact of irrigation development 

since 1988 and to allow new development to proceed, as 

required under the Murray-Darling Basin Agreement.
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Future irrigated developments will be required to offset their 

salinity impact or be located in low salinity impact areas 

to reduce the incremental salt effects of further irrigation 

development along the River Murray. The provision of 

infrastructure will play an important role in facilitating future 

irrigation development in these areas.

The South Australian Research and Development Institute 

(SARDI) is constructing a demonstration aquaculture facility 

using the salt interception schemes around Waikerie. Should 

the research lead to large-scale commercial opportunities, 

infrastructure would be required. 

A major rehabilitation program including improved 

infrastructure is being undertaken in the Lower Murray 

reclaimed irrigation area to address the decline in water 

quality resulting from the discharge of polluted wastewater 

into the river. This program is expected to free up water for 

higher-value use.

Drought and low river fl ows have led to a signifi cant increase 

in salinity in Lake Alexandrina and Lake Albert. Measures 

are being taken to alleviate the situation and an asset 

management plan is under development to determine how 

best to address the issues in the long term. 

The Mallee Prescribed Wells Area is located in the eastern 

portion of the region around Lameroo and Pinnaroo. 

Consideration is being given to prescribing additional areas 

to the west and south. Licensing arrangements generally 

regulate management and use of this shared resource. 

The main centres in the region receive fi ltered water through 

SA Water; however, smaller communities and some industrial 

subdivisions rely on unfi ltered water or rainwater supplies. 

The extent of water reticulation has an impact on growth 

outside the towns due to augmentation costs and supply 

standards. Demands on the resource for stock, domestic use, 

town water, and recreation are expected to remain stable.

There are septic tank effl uent disposal scheme (STEDS) 

treatment ponds at Murray Bridge, Mannum and Waikerie.

Transport 

The Sturt Highway is the major northern interstate connector 

and the freight route to Outer Harbor and Adelaide Airport.

The South Eastern Freeway provides a strategic connection 

between Adelaide and Murray Bridge.

Future economic growth will require effi cient transportation 

links. A priority is therefore to identify and upgrade local 

linking freight routes, which will improve the effi ciency of 

freight handling and transfer, the level of service to the major 

highway links and road safety. 

The proposed development of a substantial mineral sands 

deposit near Mindarie, between Karoonda and Loxton, may 

require an improved transport link to Tailem Bend.

Proposed development of a multi-modal transport hub to the 

north of Adelaide could generate more road freight activity 

on a north-west route from the Riverland, and attract freight 

from Victoria.

Growth in the livestock industry in the Mid North may lead 

to additional over-dimensional freight from Port Augusta 

through to Murray Bridge. 
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The rail link between Adelaide and Melbourne passes through 

Tailem Bend, where a junction connects to standard-gauge 

lines terminating at Loxton and Pinnaroo. These rail lines 

service export grain movement to Port Adelaide. 

Community transport, established under an integrated 

passenger transport model, has improved the options 

available in the region. 

There is no strong demand for commercial air services.

Land

There are key industrial and commercial zones in Murray 

Bridge, Monarto, Tailem Bend, Meningie and Tintinara, where 

there is scope for major development based on ease of access 

to the South Eastern Freeway, rail and other strategic freight 

routes direct to markets. 

The Murraylands requires an industrial precinct for processing 

primary products such as mineral sands, stock foods, meats 

and vegetables. This precinct would generate opportunities 

for transport-related activities.

A shortage of suitably serviced land for industrial 

development has been identifi ed in the Berri and Renmark 

areas. Sites under consideration require water, power and 

telecommunications infrastructure to be upgraded and/or 

extended.

Information and Communications Technology (ICT) 

Most of the region is serviced by mobile communications but  

there are gaps in coverage in some sparsely populated areas 

and on some secondary roads. 

Most of the region has dial-up internet access; however, ADSL 

broadband access is only available in a few larger centres. 

Aggregation of demand by large-capacity users will help to 

provide the critical mass to minimise access costs.
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Health

Two regional health authorities, located in Berri and Murray 

Bridge, manage the health services provided across the 

region. They cover community and primary care services and 

11 hospitals.

There is a continuing need for additional high-level aged care 

across the region. The ageing population requires further 

development of a range of services including rehabilitation, 

high-level residential care, geriatric medical assessment, 

cancer care and chronic disease management. 

Mental health services have identifi ed a need for supported 

accommodation.

It is important to continue to support regional education 

partnerships in producing and retaining a health workforce 

skilled in rural health, Aboriginal health, early intervention 

and chronic disease management. Health infrastructure needs 

to accommodate the teaching role with medical, dental, 

nursing and other health professionals. 

Renmark provides a base for university training and research, 

giving people from rural areas an opportunity to gain a 

tertiary qualifi cation in their local community. The Flinders 

University Rural Clinical School operates from Renmark, with 

fi nancial support from the State and Australian Governments, 

and offers a nursing degree and clinical training for senior 

medical students.

Housing

Short and long-term rental accommodation is required to 

accommodate professionals moving into the area because 

of career postings, or as a result of the expansion of industry 

including the abattoirs at Murray Bridge.

The particular housing requirements of the growing seasonal 

workforce within the horticultural and other industries, and 

the increasing involvement of backpacker tourists in the 

harvest workforce, also needs to be recognised and addressed.

Planning policies need to identify land suitable for new 

housing and to encourage a diverse range of housing types 

to meet the changing needs of the community, including 

retirees, the aged, and people with special needs who require 

community-based support services.

Justice and Emergency Services

An increased need has resulted in the upgrade of the Berri 

courthouse. Mobilong prison has been recently expanded.

To deliver high standards of service to the community, the 

SAPOL facilities at Berri are being upgraded.
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Education and Training

The TAFE Regional Institute has four campuses in the 

Riverland and one campus in the Murraylands. School 

buildings at some locations require signifi cant ongoing 

maintenance in order to meet modern teaching and learning 

requirements. 

The size of the region is a factor in providing training. 

Distance and access are issues to be considered when 

offering courses. Education and training sites need improved 

broadband capability to enable them to offer an up to date 

curriculum.

A range of programs is offered by Flinders University Rural 

Clinical School at its Renmark Hospital site.

Waste Management

Councils and large companies alike have identifi ed waste 

disposal, especially disposal of liquid waste, as a serious 

problem along the River in many parts of the region. The 

Murray-Darling Basin Commission and the Environment 

Protection Agency (EPA) have improved disposal practice.

The EPA is working with industry to promote the adoption of 

best practice in discharge of industrial wastewater. 

Managing solid waste is an issue for local government in 

the region. Winery waste (marc) provides an opportunity for 

processing and composting. Currently there is no means of 

disposing of the large quantities of used copper chromium 

arsenate (CCA) treated pine posts from vineyards. 

Recreation and Sport

The River Murray and Lower Lakes are a multi-use resource 

that supports a range of important aquatic recreation 

activities and tourism getaways. A number of national and 

conservation parks and reserves also cater for those activities.

Adequate facilities will be required to support the growth of 

recreational and commercial boating activities. Changes in 

river and lake levels affect usage rates of various areas and 

facilities.

Arts, Culture and Heritage

Country Arts SA has embarked on a strategic plan to upgrade 

the existing regional theatres including the Chaffey Theatre at 

Renmark. The theatre is an important venue for recreational 

and cultural activities for young people and families in the 

region, providing venues for live touring performances and 

creating opportunities to develop community-based cultural 

activities. The existing infrastructure was constructed about 20 

years ago, which is why the current upgrade is so important.

Natural Assets

The River and surrounding country is of particular 

biodiversity signifi cance because of its combination of 

wetland, fl oodplain and semi-arid and dryland systems, 

which support a broad range of wildlife. The Coorong, Lake 

Alexandrina and Lake Albert, Bookmark Biosphere and the 

Chowilla wetlands are wetlands of international importance. 

Their special ecological character must be managed to ensure 

these values are maintained or improved.

Conservation imperatives for the region are maintaining fl ow 

regimes to support the ecosystem, looking after underground 

water resources, conserving remnant native vegetation and 

associated biodiversity, managing the wetlands, protecting the 

northern Coorong and its sand dunes, improving soil structure 

and soil protection methods in the Mallee agricultural district, 

and developing further management and access strategies for 

the large conservation parks. 

Banrock Station is leading the way as a highly profi table 

wine and tourism business that is ecologically sustainable.  

It is recognised internationally for its environmental 

achievements.
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Energy

Energy infrastructure to support industry expansion    

 Provide electricity infrastructure to support mineral sands mining and  1 ❉  1.6

 irrigation industry expansion

* Lead – private sector

Extension of gas networks to support industry development

  Aggregate demand to establish a business case for extending the gas  2 ❉ ❉ 1.6

distribution network to Loxton, Renmark and Waikerie; and into 

Tailem Bend and Murray Bridge

Lead – private sector

Water

Stormwater management at Murray Bridge

 Develop and implement a master plan to manage stormwater fl ows resulting  U/way ❉ ❉ 5.11

 from severe rainfall events

Lead – local government

Managing salinity impacts

  Promote improved farming practices including more effi cient use of  U/way ❉ ❉ 1.5

land and irrigation water through marketing and education programs

  Install salt interception schemes on the river where applicable U/way ❉ ❉ 3.1

  Identify and resolve infrastructure implications for development of areas  1 ❉ ❉ 1.5

that have high productive potential and provide the lowest ecological 

 impact for the river

Lead – State Government, private sector

Murray Darling Basin Commission Program

  Continue to implement the Murray Darling Basin Commission infrastructure  U/way ❉ ❉ 3.1

program including sand pumping at the Murray mouth and     5.11

barrage/weir upgrades and salt interception schemes

Lead – State Government

Higher-value use of wastewater at Murray Bridge and in the Riverland

  Investigate the opportunities for reuse of wastewater from  2 ❉ ❉ 1.5

high-volume industrial sources for irrigation or industry

Lead – State Government, private sector

Transport

Traffi c capacity on the Sturt Highway

Upgrade the Sturt Highway to support export-related freight movements, including:

  Constructing overtaking lanes and alignment improvements  U/way ❉ ❉ 1.12

 Undertaking safety improvements at key locations including Renmark, Berri U/way ❉  1.12

 and Monash

  Assessing alternatives to the Paringa Bridge crossing the River Murray 2  ❉ 1.12

Lead – Australian Government

*  Lead – lead responsibility for promoting, developing and evaluating the project.

#  Priority – preliminary rankings. Priority numbers do not represent a fi nal commitment by the State Government or other 

lead entities. See the Delivering the Plan section for further details.

 

Project Priority # 2005/6– 2010/11– SASP 
   2009/10 2014/15 Targets

Projects
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Condition of River Murray ferries

  Complete River Murray ferry refurbishment program U/way ❉  5.11

Lead – State Government

Transport infrastructure to support mining industry expansion

  Investigate the strategic need to upgrade transport infrastructure to  2 ❉  1.5

support mineral sands mining

Lead – private sector

Airport Capacity

 Consider the general aviation potential of Murray Bridge 3 ❉  5.11

Lead – local government

Land

Industrial precinct and intermodal facility at Tailem Bend

  Determine the feasibility of developing an industrial/intermodal precinct  2 ❉  1.6

at Tailem Bend 

Lead – local government, private sector

Demand for serviced industrial land in the Berri and Renmark areas

 Develop additional serviced industrial land 2 ❉ ❉ 1.6

Lead – local government, private sector

Information and Communications Technology (ICT)

Access to broadband

  Identify and map demand for broadband services in the region U/way ❉  4.7

Lead – State Government, local government

  Develop a business case that identifi es suffi cient aggregated demand 2 ❉  4.7

to justify installation of broadband

Lead – private sector

Health

Sustain quality regional health care

 Redevelop Renmark and Murray Bridge hospitals U/way ❉  2.2

Lead – State Government

Aged care facilities

  Provide more aged care facilities and services (residential and community  U/way ❉  2.2

aged care) to meet the needs of an ageing population

Lead – Australian Government, private sector, State government

Ambulance service

 Construct new ambulance station at Murray Bridge U/way ❉  2.2

Lead – State Government

Primary health care centres

  Continue to upgrade hospital facilities to support the co-located delivery  2 ❉ ❉ 2.2

of primary health care services including general practice, allied health, 

mental health and Aboriginal health programs

Lead – State Government, private sector

   

Project Priority  2005/6– 2010/11– SASP 
   2009/10 2014/15 Targets
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Community Services and Housing

Availability of workforce accommodation 

  Consider options to provide affordable housing to seasonal workers in  U/way ❉  5.8

the required areas

Lead – private sector 

Justice and Emergency Services

Adequacy of police and court facilities

 Redevelop courthouse and extend regional police facility at Berri U/way ❉  2.8

Lead – State Government

Prison facilities

 Undertake extensions to the Mobilong prison U/way ❉  2.8

 Replace cell block at Cadell Training Centre 3  ❉ 5.10

Lead - State Government    

Education and Training

Utilisation of school assets

  Rejuvenate local schools to support improved utilisation and integration  U/way ❉  6.14

of services

  Undertake planned capital works at Mannum schools and Riverland special  U/way ❉  6.14

school

Lead – State Government

Child care facilities

 Expand capacity of child care facilities 2 ❉  5.8

Lead – private sector

Vocational education and training

 Ensure that future infrastructure requirements of TAFE, including ICT,   2 ❉ ❉ 6.15

 support the expected growth in the primary and allied industries    6.17

Lead – State Government    

Science, Technology and Innovation 

Aquaculture demonstration project

 Construct a demonstration aquaculture facility using the salt interception   U/way ❉  4.6

 schemes around Waikerie    

 Identity infrastructure requirements for a commercial aquaculture operation   3 ❉  1.6

Lead – State Government, private sector

Waste Management

Disposal of CCA treated pine posts from vineyards

 Develop a short-term management plan U/way ❉  3.11

 Investigate and implement options for long-term disposal U/way ❉  3.11

Lead – private sector, State Government 

Project Priority  2005/6– 2010/11– SASP 
   2009/10 2014/15 Targets
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Recreation and Sport

    

Adequacy of sports facilities in the Murray Bridge area

  Review utilisation of existing facilities and determine the feasibility  2 ❉  2.7

of establishing a multi-purpose facility

Lead – local government

Arts, Culture and Heritage

Facilities for performing arts productions

 Upgrade the Chaffey Theatre at Renmark U/way ❉  4.1

Lead – State Government

Natural Assets

Lower Murray irrigation

 Undertake rehabilitation of the Lower Murray Declared Irrigation area U/way ❉  1.5

Lead – State Government

Project Priority  2005/6– 2010/11– SASP 
   2009/10 2014/15 Targets
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The region has a diverse 

industry structure, which 

has grown from a primary 

production base. Its natural 

and heritage assets offer 

potential for growth in 

tourism. Key infrastructure 

issues are ensuring transport 

access and water reliability to 

support social and economic 

development throughout the 

region. 

At a glance

 
Area 33,009 km2 (3.36% of SA)

 

Population 54,902 in 2001 (3.74% of SA)

Aged < 15 20.72% against SA average of 19.57%

Aged > 65 18.80% against SA average of 14.40%

Demographic trends   2016 projection: 54,386 or 3.41% of SA Down 0.94% from 2001

Natural Resources  Coastal and marine resources, diversity of mineral reserves, areas dedicated to national and 

conservation parks, arable land

Key Industries  Agriculture, wine, manufacturing, tourism, aquaculture and fi shing, mining

Sea ports Export ports at Ardrossan, Port Giles, Klein Point, Wallaroo

Mid North and
Yorke Peninsula
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Principal Industries

Agriculture 

The region produces grain (high protein wheat, malting 

barley), livestock (cattle feedlotting and fi ne wool), grapes, 

wine and vegetables. The viticuture and wine industry is 

worth $159 million p.a. and expected to grow to $250 million 

p.a. over the next few years.

An increasing number of value-adding manufacturing 

ventures are located near Port Wakefi eld including 

agricultural machinery and equipment, transport equipment, 

poultry processing and food processing businesses. Hay 

processing has grown at Bowmans, with opportunities to 

further develop food processing for export.

Primo Abattoir is a high-technology export pig processing 

facility operating outside of Port Wakefi eld, with further 

expansion planned to meet growth in export livestock 

production of 250,000 pigs p.a. 

There are poultry production sheds in Robertstown, Eudunda, 

Burra, Owen, Port Wakefi eld and Riverton, and near 

Hamley Bridge. Several companies have plans for signifi cant 

expansions and dairy production has been expanding near 

Burra from a small base. New feed pellet facilities will be 

required to support these industries.

Aquaculture and Fishing 

The fi shing industry (based on western king prawn, southern 

rock lobster and blue crab) is worth over $30 million in 

annual sales.

Yorke Peninsula has 48 aquaculture operators, with potential 

for additional operations. There are 35 oyster leases on Yorke 

Peninsula and nine trial sites on land.

The State Government has contributed to the upgrade of Port 

Broughton Boat Harbour.

Tourism

The region features natural and built attractions including 

the wine industry, heritage sites, local produce, extensive 

coastline, numerous conservation parks and a wide variety 

of recreational opportunities from diving to hiking, all within 

close proximity of Adelaide. 

The Mid North has mine heritage sites at Burra and includes 

the export-oriented Clare Valley region with its world-famous 

vineyards and wineries. Yorke Peninsula offers ample 

opportunity to experience its rich agricultural, mining and 

Cornish heritage as well as some of the country’s premier surf 

beaches and national parks. 

Domestic overnight visitors to the region in 2003 totalled 1.3 

million people and estimated spending was $104 million. 

Domestic day-trip visitors to the region in 2000 totalled 

843,000 people, spending $66 million.

The region has potential to expand tourism activity. 

Mining

There are magnesite deposits west of the ranges around 

Beetaloo and Laura, some diamond exploration activity 

around Oodla Wirra and Craddock, gold exploration activity 

on Yorke Peninsula and a signifi cant copper-gold resource has 

been discovered near Olary, east of Peterborough.

Salt for human consumption is produced at Price and Lochiel, 

with gypsum mined near Everard Central and at Stenhouse 

Bay. Sand is harvested on Yorke Peninsula. Adelaide Brighton 

Cement moves about 1.5 million tonnes of limestone from 

Klein Point to Port Adelaide by sea annually. 

The total value of mineral production and processing for the 

region in 2002/03 was $57 million.
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Infrastructure

Energy

Electricity for the Yorke Region is supplied via the Hummocks 

sub-station north-west of Port Wakefi eld. A 132 Kv 

transmission line runs to the Ardrossan West sub-station, 

which serves most of the Peninsula.

 

There are currently six wind farms approved in the region, 

located from Wattle Point to Barunga, totalling approximately 

560 MW. Several other wind farms are proposed, including 

large farms (up to 320 MW) in the Goyder and Northern 

Region local government districts.

The gas-fi red electricity plant at Hallett is to be expanded to 

430 MW. 

Gas is available in the Peterborough and Burra districts, but 

is not reticulated in other parts of the region – although a 

pipeline passes through the Mid North.

Water

Water availability and quality is a critical issue throughout the 

region. 

Northern Yorke Peninsula is dependent on water from the 

River Murray, while the south relies on aquifer and rainwater 

supplies.

Most pipes in the region were laid prior to the 1960s to 

service small townships and agricultural areas. More recent 

coastal tourism and residential development, especially 

retirement and holiday homes, will test the system’s peak 

capacity.

Additional reticulated water is required to support recent 

residential and industrial developments planned for 

Balaklava, re-zoning of the Bowmans industrial site, Port 

Wakefi eld township expansion, poultry industry expansion 

and Primo Abattoirs expansion. Some upgrade works have 

already been undertaken.

The Clare water scheme has been designed to serve the Clare 

district (residential and industrial uses), provide irrigation 

water for the Clare wine industry and provide additional 

water to Yorke Peninsula. While there is still capacity for 

residential and industrial growth, it is possible new irrigation 

water may need to be provided for any signifi cant growth in 

irrigation use.
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SA Water has spare capacity in main trunk lines during off-

peak periods which can be used for bulk water transport to 

support economic development. The Bundaleer and Beetaloo 

reservoirs could be used for storage and distribution of off-

peak water.

The District Council of Copper Coast is recycling stormwater 

and anticipates that by 2005, the majority will be recycled for 

use on parklands and golf courses in Kadina. New residential 

estates are being developed to capitalise on the growing 

attraction of the Northern Yorke Peninsula for retirement and 

second homes. 

Major towns in the region are serviced by septic tank effl uent 

disposal schemes (STEDS). The Central Local Government 

Association (CLGA) is undertaking a research project to identify 

ways to fi nance, redevelop and manage STEDS in the region.

Residential growth in some areas, particularly within parts 

of the Clare Valley, gives rise to the need to assess the 

requirement to protect underground water supplies.

New town expansion and coastal developments should be 

connected to STEDS or, where appropriate, incorporate onsite 

effl uent disposal systems.

Transport

Primary industries (both agriculture and mining) are 

generators of most heavy vehicle movements. The increased 

use of roads by farm produce and bulk grain vehicles is 

placing signifi cant demands on the road network. Increased 

safety and effi ciency could be achieved by improving east 

– west routes, such as those connecting Snowtown, Blyth and 

Brinkworth.

Wallaroo and Port Giles are primary grain export facilities 

for the state and are projected to increase exports by 10% by 

2013.

The standard-gauge mainline railway line from Adelaide to 

Perth/Darwin passes through the region. The intermodal 

container facility at Bowmans has access to the standard-

gauge rail network. The development of abattoir, hay, grain 

and other processing activities near Bowmans/Port Wakefi eld 

is expected to generate more freight activity on local roads 

and the mainline rail network.

The national highway and rail routes meet in the region. 

Vehicles from the Barrier Highway, Sturt Highway and the 

Dukes Highway cross through the region to reach Highway 

One. The Barrier Highway is the primary freight route from 

New South Wales to Adelaide. Port Wakefi eld Road provides 

a major highway connection from Yorke Peninsula, south 

to Adelaide and north towards Western Australia and the 

Northern Territory.
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As traffi c volumes increase a bypass at Port Wakefi eld would 

improve safety, amenity and effi ciency, particularly during 

holiday periods.

Upgrading of the Bower Boundary Road may be required if 

the Robertstown intensive animal precinct is developed. 

There are numerous road freight companies in the area, 

mainly servicing the grains industry. Bulk grain handling 

facilities are located in the region, e.g. Gladstone and the 

deepwater ports of Port Giles and Wallaroo, which receive 

regular shipping services for collection and export of grain.

Land 

The region is increasing in its appeal and opportunities for 

residential and lifestyle accommodation. However, salinity 

and declining water quality in the region are impacting 

on agricultural production, biodiversity conservation and 

infrastructure. 

There is a need to identify quality serviced industrial land to 

support industry growth throughout the region.

Industrial zones have been established adjacent to the 

townships of Kadina and Moonta to ensure an adequate 

supply of industrial land within the district. A general industry 

zone in Kadina is suitable for a range of light industries, while 

the industrial zone in Moonta accommodates a wide range of 

uses. 

There is insuffi cient serviced industrial land in the Clare 

district to support industries allied to the wine and agriculture 

industries.  Suitable sites at Clare, Blyth and Riverton could be 

developed.

Information and Communications Technology (ICT) 

Most of the region has dial-up internet access; however, 

ADSL broadband access is only available in a few of the 

larger towns. The Broadbanding Yorke Peninsula Project will 

provide much improved broadband coverage and lower cost 

telephone services in southern Yorke Peninsula.

Most of the region is serviced by mobile communications but 

there are gaps in coverage in some sparsely populated areas 

and on some secondary roads.
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Health

There are 19 health services in the region, located at Port 

Broughton, Ardrossan, Balaklava, Maitland, Minlaton, 

Moonta, Wallaroo, Riverton, Jamestown, Orroroo, 

Peterborough, Laura (Rocky River), Burra, Clare, Eudunda, 

Snowtown, Hamley Bridge, Yorketown and Booleroo Centre. 

The signifi cant numbers of early retired and aged persons in 

the region is a major issue for the provision of health services.

There are some access diffi culties to local and metropolitan 

health facilities due to limited public and community 

transport.

Housing 

Land values throughout the region, especially on Yorke 

Peninsula and around Clare, are rising as a result of interest 

from retirees and people seeking a different pace of life. This 

has seen an increase in housing, if not permanent residents, 

in residential developments at Port Vincent marina, Black 

Point, Wallaroo marina, Moonta and Marion Bay. Holiday 

homes held by absentee owners are increasingly becoming 

permanent retirement homes in many towns.

Expansion of Primo by another 200 full time employees 

(FTE) to 500 people over the next two years and new poultry 

facilities will increase the demand on housing.

Education and Training

A network of educational facilities including TAFE Regional 

Institute campuses in Kadina, Yorketown and Narungga (at 

Point Pearce / Maitland) serves the Yorke Peninsula.

The Mid North has three TAFE campuses located at Clare, 

Jamestown and Peterborough. There is training in the areas 

of tourism and hospitality, primary industry value-adding 

and aquaculture, as well as the aged care and retirement 

industries.

TAFE courses are available through distance education.

The demand for childcare facilities in the region has 

increased.

Waste Management

Many of the towns in the region are facing the renewal 

of solid waste disposal licences. The Central Region Local 

Government Association is developing a Mid North/Southern 

Flinders regional waste management strategy, including the 

potential for a new central solid waste disposal site. 

The District Council of Copper Coast has a solid waste 

recycling system and separation plant, which it operates as a 

joint venture with the private sector.

Composting sites are required for the processing of waste 

from intensive animal farming and other agricultural sources.



44

M
ID

 N
O

R
T

H
 A

N
D

 Y
O

R
K

E
 P

E
N

IN
S

U
L

A

Energy

Electricity supply

  Increase the generation capacity of Hallett Power station from 180 MW 1 ❉  5.11

to 430 MW

 Upgrade sub-stations to improve reliability of supply U/way ❉  5.11

* Lead – private sector  

Wind farm developments

 Support the development of licensed wind power generators  2 ❉  3.10

 Identify commercial desalination opportunities from the wind farms 2 ❉ ❉ 5.11

Lead – private sector 

Extension of gas distribution network

  Identify potential demand for gas to support economic development in  3 ❉ ❉ 5.11

Port Wakefi eld, Burra and Clare

Lead – private sector

Water

Water main capacity 

  Construct and augment Balaklava/Bowmans/Port Wakefi eld water main to  2 ❉ ❉ 1.6

support growth in residential and industrial demand

Lead – State Government

Infrastructure upgrade for Yorke Peninsula    

  Augment water supplies on Yorke Peninsula to support  2 ❉  5.11

residential development

Lead – private sector, local government, State Government

Additional irrigation water for Clare and other centres 

 Identify new supply sources  3 ❉ ❉ 1.6

  Identify off-peak storage opportunities including aquifer storage and  3 ❉ ❉ 1.6

recovery techniques or use of Baroota Reservoir

Lead – State Government

*  Lead – lead responsibility for promoting, developing and evaluating the project.

#  Priority – preliminary rankings. Priority numbers do not represent a fi nal commitment by the State Government or other 

lead entities. See the Delivering the Plan section for further details. 

Project Priority # 2005/6– 2010/11– SASP 
   2009/10 2014/15 Targets

Projects
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Transport

Road amenity at Port Wakefi eld    

 Establish Port Wakefi eld bypass 2  ❉ 2.9

Lead – Australian Government

Growth in freight on road network

 Continue to give priority to maintainance of the east coast road on Yorke 2 ❉ ❉ 1.5

  Peninsula

Lead – State Government

  Develop a strategic needs analysis for a bypass at Clare, considering the  3 ❉  1.5

needs of Balaklava and Blyth

Lead – local government

Land

Infrastructure for expansion of intensive animal keeping

  Investigate the spatial and infrastructure requirements to support the  U/way ❉  1.6

expansion of intensive animal keeping and processing (poultry and pigs) at 

various locations throughout the region

Lead – State Government

Provision of industrial land

  Develop industrial estates in Blyth, north of Clare and other regional   2 ❉ ❉ 1.6

centres to support the wine and agriculture industries

Lead – local government

Tourism facilities

  Develop accommodation and recreational facilities to cater for increased 2 ❉ ❉ 1.6

tourist demand 

Lead – private sector

Information and Communication Technology (ICT)

Access to broadband

  Improve telecommunications to southern Yorke Peninsula through  U/way ❉  4.7

‘Connecting Yorke Peninsula’ project

  Encourage towns to aggregate demand and develop a business case to 2 ❉  4.7

support installation of broadband

Lead – private sector 

Health

Primary health care centres

  Continue to upgrade hospital facilities to support the co-located delivery of   2 ❉ ❉ 2.2

primary health care services including general practice, allied health,  

mental health and Aboriginal health programs

Lead – State Government, private sector

Aged care facilities

  Provide more aged care and residential facilities and services   2 ❉ ❉ 2.2

to meet the increased number of retirees moving to the region 

Lead – private sector, Australian Government

Project Priority  2005/6– 2010/11– SASP 
   2009/10 2014/15 Targets

Projects
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Education and Training

Utilisation of school assets

  Rejuvenate local schools to support improved utilisation and integration   U/way ❉  6.14

 of services

 Undertake planned capital works at Booleroo Centre school and    U/way ❉  6.14

 Peterborough preschool

Lead – State Government

Vocational education and training

 Replace TAFE facilities at Narrunga  U/way ❉  6.15

 Ensure that future infrastructure requirements of TAFE, including ICT, 2 ❉ ❉ 6.17

 support the expected growth in the primary and allied industries

Lead – State Government    

Availability of child care facilities

 Expand the capacity of childcare facilities 2 ❉  5.8

Lead – private sector

Housing

Availability of workforce accommodation 

  Provide affordable housing for seasonal workers in the required areas 2 ❉  5.8

Lead – private sector 

Waste Management

Upgrade solid waste disposal facilities

  Develop a composting site for waste management for the intensive animal  2 ❉  3.11

keeping industry

  Develop a regional waste management strategy including potential for a 3 ❉  3.11

new central disposal site

Lead – local government

Project Priority  2005/6– 2010/11– SASP 
   2009/10 2014/15 Targets
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This is a rapidly growing  

region, fringing Adelaide, 

producing high-value 

primary produce with 

natural and built recreational 

assets that attract national 

and international visitors. 

Key infrastructure issues are 

ensuring transport access 

and energy reliability to 

support social and economic 

development throughout the 

region.

At a glance

 
Area 11,881 km2 (1.21% of State)

 

Population 128,264 in 2001, 8.74% of SA

Aged < 15 21.65% against SA average of 19.57%

Aged > 65 13.13% against SA average 14.40%

Demographic trends  2016 projection: 149,185 people or 9.35% of SA (up 16.31% from 2001)

  Strongest residential growth will be in Mount Barker, Victor Harbor, Northern Adelaide Plains, 

Strathalbyn and coastal areas. 

Natural Resources  Diverse region including coastal areas, beaches, plains, Adelaide Hills and Kangaroo Island 

with representative biota preserved in conservation areas.  

 High rainfall with fertile soils in varying topography.

Key Industries Tourism/retail, viticulture and wine, beef/dairy, sheep, horticulture, forestry

 

Seaports Penneshaw, Kingscote, Cape Jervis and Wirrina

Commercial Airports Kingscote

Barossa, 

Adelaide Hills, 

Northern 

Adelaide 

Plains, Fleurieu 

Peninsula and 

Kangaroo Island
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Principal Industries

Agriculture

Generally high rainfall and fertile soils produce many high-

value commodities, which generate 20–25% of the state’s 

total gross agricultural value from three percent of the state’s 

agricultural land base.

There is signifi cant local value-adding to farm produce (e.g. 

grapes/wine; fruit and vegetables; dairy products; timber/

furniture; speciality foods; cereals and hay).

The forestry and viticulture and wine industries are expected 

to continue growing, intensive animal keeping is expanding 

in the Mallala and Light districts, while the dairy industry is 

relocating to the Fleurieu, Limestone Coast and Mid North.

Fishing and aquaculture is expanding in southern Fleurieu 

and Kangaroo Island.

Some 15,800 ha of vineyards produce 115,000 tonnes of 

grapes per year; this is projected to grow to 180,000 tonnes 

by 2008. The Barossa is expected to grow in importance as a 

processing centre for grapes grown across the state. Growth in 

viticulture and wine-making will depend on additional water 

supplies and new wine processing facilities.

Tourism

The region contains signifi cant attractions for national and 

international visitors; this underpins the state’s tourism 

marketing. The main attractions are the extensive system of 

parks and reserves, the pristine coastal environments, and 

the region’s open rural character and historic townships. 

There is a signifi cant day-trip market for local, interstate and 

international visitors.

Kangaroo Island and Barossa are two of Australia’s most 

signifi cant attractions for international visitors.

Mining

Signifi cant mining industries in the region include bluestone, 

limestone, sand, clay and other quarry products, and siliceous 

sands. Proximity to markets is a key to industry success.

Manufacturing

There are industry clusters in Gawler (Kingsford Estate), 

Kapunda, Freeling, Angaston, Tanunda, Mount Barker, 

Woodside, Lobethal, Strathalbyn, Goolwa and Victor Harbor. 

Many of these clusters have developed to service primary 

production or local needs. However, there is a shortfall 

of appropriately zoned quality industrial sites for large-

footprint industries. Growth opportunities are in Kingsford 

Estate, Roseworthy, Mallala, Kapunda, Monarto, Victor 

Harbor,Goolwa, Strathalbyn and Mount Barker. 

Infrastructure

Energy

Electricity supply networks are generally well developed, 

although some areas, particularly the southern Fleurieu 

Peninsula, parts of the Barossa and Kangaroo Island, 

experience supply inconsistencies and poor reliability, 

particularly at ends of single wire earth return (SWER) lines.

The Essential Services Commission of SA (ESCOSA) has 

determined a stand-alone reliability service standard for 

Kangaroo Island that will see improved electricity supply to 

these consumers.
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Major augmentation and upgrading may be needed to 

accommodate increased demand for electricity due to 

changes to the dairy industry, and continued population and 

industry growth in some regional, district and local centres, 

such as Mount Barker, Barossa and Victor Harbor. 

The southern Fleurieu is recognised as high value for wind 

farms, having good wind and grid connections. The 34.5 MW 

Starfi sh Hill wind farm was completed in 2003.

A new peaking electricity generator at Angaston should, along 

with transmission upgrades, alleviate issues in the Barossa.

While both the SEA Gas and Moomba gas pipelines run 

through the region, only Freeling, Angaston and Nuriootpa 

are supplied with mains gas for residential and/or industrial 

purposes.  There are opportunities to expand regional 

reticulation. Embedded generation, co-generation and 

demand management have the potential to delay the need 

for network augmentation.

Water

The Adelaide Hills watershed provides on average 60% of 

Adelaide’s mains water supply. The River Murray provides the 

shortfall and water from both sources is stored in Adelaide 

Hills reservoirs.

Predicted changes in rainfall patterns due to climate change 

over the next 30 to 70 years may exacerbate the pressure on 

these water resources. (Mount Barker’s rainfall has dropped 

6% in the last 25 years).

The Gawler River catchment (including the North Para River 

system) has been heavily modifi ed by farm dams and weirs, 

fl ood mitigation schemes and reduced aquifer recharge.

 

Use of groundwater aquifers and surface water in farm 

dams is approaching the estimated sustainable limit. Several 

private water schemes are in operation but have limited spare 

capacity. 

Mains water is available in most of the larger towns; however, 

in some towns, rapid economic development has resulted 

in water systems operating near capacity at peak periods. 

Meadows, Echunga, Second Valley, Delamere, American 

River and Cape Jervis rely on local water supplies, including 

rainwater and water carting. Salinity levels resulting from 

water use and the collection of wastewater can impact on the 

ability to recycle the treated water.

Wastewater treatment plants at Angaston, Bird-in-Hand and 

Myponga may require augmentation if there is signifi cant 

growth in the areas served.

Irrigation schemes utilising recycled water require 

consideration of impacts on groundwater and potential for 

soil salinisation.

Regional irrigation management plans – as opposed to 

individual plans – need to be carried out before new 

irrigation schemes are undertaken. Treated wastewater from 

the Bolivar wastewater treatment plant may be an alternative 

source of non-drinkable water. 

Residential, commercial and industrial growth will require 

orderly augmentation of existing infrastructure. Many septic 

tank effl uent disposal schemes (STEDS) across the region are 

already at capacity. Still other communities are awaiting the 

installation of STEDS; however, in some cases this depends on 

connection to reliable water supplies. A number of STEDS will 

need to be upgraded to cater for residential and industrial 

growth.

There is growing demand for development in the northern 

Gawler suburbs and north east of Willaston including the 

developing industrial area of Kingsford Estate.  As projects are 

approved SA Water is upgrading the sewerage system to meet 

this demand.
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B U I L D I N G  S O U T H  A U S T R A L I A  -  I N F R A S T R U C T U R E

Transport

A complex, multi-modal transport network runs throughout 

the region, supporting a vast range of diverse activities 

including agriculture, tourism, commuting, leisure and local 

travel. Freeways and highways running through the region 

connect Adelaide and South Australia to interstate markets.

Some major growth industries, such as viticulture; associated 

processing and value-adding industries; horticulture; forestry; 

and tourism are expected to place increased demand on 

transport networks. 

Many transport routes that host signifi cant commuter, freight 

and tourist traffi c, particularly in the Barossa and southern 

Fleurieu, are experiencing increased demand. The Victor 

Harbor road is currently being upgraded which will assist 

freight and tourism. 

The Adelaide suburban rail services extend to Gawler and 

Belair. There are daily bus services to Adelaide from Goolwa, 

the Barossa Valley and Victor Harbor. Commuters to Adelaide 

from the larger population centres are serviced by regular 

peak-hour bus services but options outside of peak times are 

limited. 

The Noarlunga to Cape Jervis road services the Kangaroo 

Island ferries and the towns of Yankalilla, Normanville and 

Myponga. The Adelaide to Victor Harbor road services the 

growing Encounter Bay area, including Port Elliot, Middleton 

and Goolwa.

The harbours of Cape Jervis, Penneshaw and Kingscote 

currently provide access to Kangaroo Island for freight and 

passenger traffi c via roll-on-roll-off ferries. New facilities are 

being considered (at Ballast Head) to service the blue gum 

industry. Other underutilised Kangaroo Island harbours 

include American River and Vivonne Bay.

The interstate standard-gauge Adelaide–Melbourne, 

Adelaide–Perth and Adelaide–Darwin rail lines run 

through the region. The Gawler–Angaston broad-gauge 

line is primarily used for limestone. An intermodal hub at 

Angaston may see greater rail use by the wine industry and 

provide direct rail access to interstate and overseas markets 

(particularly if new rail shuttle technology is developed).

The key transport issues in the region are largely the result of 

tensions and confl icts that occur due to the competing needs 

of freight, tourism, commuters and local and regional travel.

The Local Roads Advisory Committee is reviewing the current 

criteria for categorising and thus funding roads under the 

control of Transport SA. It will look at issues such as the 

responsibility for the tourism ring route on Kangaroo Island.

New grain handling facilities at Mallala, access to animal 

processing facilities, and Dublin livestock market are 

increasing traffi c through towns.

Specifi c infrastructure issues related to the road networks 

include road re-classifi cation, road duplication, bypasses, road 

upgrades, and designation of freight routes, particularly for 

over-dimensional vehicles.
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Land

Industrial land, particularly large, appropriately serviced and 

zoned sites, is in short supply. 

There are opportunities for the development of large-scale 

industrial sites in the Fleurieu (Goolwa), the Barossa Valley 

(Kingsford Estate) and the Central Hills at Strathalbyn. Other 

opportunities exist for more targeted industry cluster sites, 

e.g. for value-adding of food products around Mount Barker. 

The value of the region’s land for high value agriculture, 

especially export-oriented industries like viticulture and wine, 

attractive scenery and life style and proximity to Adelaide, is 

resulting in tensions on appropriate land uses. This is further 

exacerbated by the region’s attractiveness for tourism. Quality 

primary industry land should be protected, restrictions to 

residential expansion enforced and suitable sites for tourism 

accommodation identifi ed.

Information and Communications Technology (ICT) 

Most of the region has dial-up internet access and ADSL 

broadband is only available in a few of the larger centres. 

Aggregation of demand by large capacity users will help to 

provide the critical mass to minimise access costs.

There is currently limited ADSL coverage on Kangaroo Island 

and part of the southern Fleurieu Peninsula. Demand 

aggregation projects are underway as a means of securing 

adequate access  for the major centres.

Most of the region is serviced by mobile communications but 

there are gaps in coverage is some sparsely populated areas 

and on some secondary roads.

Waste Management

The Integrated Waste Services (IWS) landfi ll at Dublin, other 

smaller landfi lls in the region and the proposed Waste 

Management Pacifi c landfi ll just outside the region at 

Inkerman are earmarked to receive increased waste from 

metropolitan Adelaide from 2005.

A green waste recycling facility is being developed near 

Langhorne Creek to provide compost. The State Government 

will contribute to the upgrade of road access to this facility.

Regional and local government operated waste disposal 

facilities are nearing the end of their operational lives. 

New facilities will be required to meet strengthened EPA 

requirements.

Health

There are a number of hospital and health facilities in the 

region including Angaston, Tanunda, Gawler, Kapunda, 

Endunds, Gumeracha, Mout Barker, Strathalbyn, Victor 

Harbour, Mount Pleasant, and Kingscote.

These areas are experiencing population growth which 

exceeds other regions. This places increasing demands on 

health services. 

Demand for accessible services for the elderly is increasing, 

particularly on the South Coast. Services for children and 

families is a focus in Mount Barker, Strathalbyn and the 

Northern Adelaide Plains. 

Housing

The area used to be seen as a cheap alternative to Adelaide 

for local low-income workers and commuters.  Recent 

demand growth is decreasing housing affordability. 

The region is experiencing increasing demands for aged care 

facilities in several nodes in the Barossa, Mount Barker and 

South Coast.
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B U I L D I N G  S O U T H  A U S T R A L I A  -  I N F R A S T R U C T U R E

Justice and Emergency Services

The Victor Harbor courthouse no longer provides the 

functionality now expected from courts and is being replaced.

The SA Police (SAPOL) facilities at Mount Barker, Gawler and 

Victor Harbor are targeted for upgrading, so that SAPOL has 

adequate accommodation and can deliver high standards of 

service to the community.

Education and Training

Population is increasing due to ease of access to Adelaide, 

range of employment opportunities, affordable housing, and 

semi-rural lifestyle. The region is considered to be the most 

likely to require new education and child care infrastructure 

in the future.

Current and future growth is expected to occur in the 

Adelaide Hills, specifi cally in Mount Barker and, to a lesser 

extent, the Barossa Valley (including Gawler). Other regional 

centres such as Strathalbyn and the southern Fleurieu area, 

including Victor Harbor and Goolwa, will also continue to see 

steady growth.

In response to growth in the Barossa Valley and surrounding 

area, the Nuriootpa TAFE campus is being upgraded.

A business case for upgrading the Victor Harbour TAFE is 

being developed.

Science, Technology and Innovation

SA Research and Development Institute (SARDI) operates a 

network of regional research and development (R&D) facilities 

including four (Flaxley, Lenswood, Nuriootpa and Turretfi eld) 

in this region. These facilities provide a broad range of R&D 

programs in support of agricultural enterprises in the state, 

including crops, livestock and horticulture. 
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Energy

Kangaroo Island electricity supply reliability 

  Construct backup generation capacity and improve reliability of  U/way  ❉  5.11

distribution network

* Lead – private sector, State Government

Barossa electricity supply capacity

  Reinforce the 132 kV supply line to the Dorrien sub-station and upgrade   1  ❉  1.6

the substation to strengthen and augment the network

Lead – private sector 

Reticulated gas supply to Mount Barker and Strathalbyn

  Develop a case to attract high-volume gas users to Mount Barker  3  ❉  1.6

district and Strathalbyn 

Lead - Adelaide Hills and Fleurieu Regional Development Boards

  Extend the gas supply network to Mount Barker and Strathalbyn 3  ❉  1.6

Lead – private sector

Water

Gawler River fl ood mitigation

  Implement the fl ood management strategy for the Gawler River  U/way ❉  1.5

Lead – local government, State Government

New Victor Harbor wastewater treatment plant

 Construct a new wastewater treatment plant at Victor Harbor  U/way ❉  5.11

Lead – State Government

Sewerage infrastructure 

  Upgrade the sewerage infrastructure as development proceeds 2 ❉ ❉ 5.11

Lead – State Government

Kangaroo Island water supply to major towns

 Provide reticulated water to American River 3 ❉  1.3

 Provide additional local storage capacity at Kingscote 3 ❉  5.11

Lead – State Government 

Capacity of wastewater treatment facilities

  Explore opportunities to work with local enterprises to fund the  1  ❉  5.11

development of local STED schemes 

  Explore the viability of building connections between waste management  1  ❉  5.11

schemes in adjacent towns to maximise utilisation

 Upgrade STEDS in small communities  1  ❉ ❉ 1.12

  Consider utilisation of combined industry/town waste projects to improve  1  ❉  1.16 

resource recovery and value adding

Lead – local government, private sector

*  Lead – lead responsibility for promoting, developing and evaluating the project. 

#  Priority – preliminary rankings. Priority numbers do not represent a fi nal commitment by the State Government or other 

lead entities. See the Delivering the Plan section for further details.

Project Priority # 2005/6– 2010/11– SASP 
   2009/10 2014/15 Targets

Projects
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Capacity of water reticulation system

  Improve water supplies to meet projected demand in a number of 3 ❉ ❉ 5.11

towns in the Fleurieu Peninsula

Lead – State Government, private sector 

Irrigation water for expansion of vineyards and horticulture

  Investigate the viability of additional irrigation systems for vineyards and  3 ❉  1.12

horticulture, particularly those using recycled water from Bolivar, for the  

Barossa and Northern Adelaide Plains

  Investigate new water supplies for Langhorne Creek viticulture 3 ❉  1.12

Lead – private sector, State Government

Gawler River horticultural expansion

  Expand the Bolivar recycled water network to the north of the Gawler River  3  ❉ 1.5

to support new horticulture developments

Lead – private sector

Transport

Ferry access to Kangaroo Island

 Upgrade the ferry terminal at Cape Jervis U/way ❉  1.13

 Redesign the Cape Jervis marshalling yards to improve safety and effi ciency 2 ❉  1.5

 Redevelop the Cape Jervis Harbour to cater for larger vessels 3 ❉ ❉ 1.13

Lead – private sector, State Government 

Road safety and capacity on southern Fleurieu Peninsula

 Upgrade the Victor Harbor Road U/way ❉ ❉ 2.9

 Ensure the Cape Jervis road supports Kangaroo Island traffi c 2 ❉ ❉ 2.9

Lead – State Government

Rail connectivity to the Barossa/Mid North

  Support the development of an intermodal hub at Angaston as part of a  1 ❉  1.12

state-wide intermodal strategy

Lead – private sector

Road access to the Barossa 

  Upgrade the Sturt Highway to four lanes from Gawler to Nuriootpa to 1   ❉ 1.16

 meet growth in traffi c volumes

Lead – Australian Government

Kangaroo Island roads 

  Upgrade tourism roads on Kangaroo Island 1 ❉ ❉ 1.13

Lead – local government

Road traffi c growth in the Barossa

 Undertake improvements to the Barossa Valley Way including shoulder  3   ❉ 1.16

 sealing, upgrades of intersections and railway level crossings  

Lead – State Government

Project Priority     2005/6– 2010/11– SASP 
   2009/10 2014/15 Targets
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Utilisation of Kangaroo Island harbours 

 Designate Penneshaw as the primary freight and passenger ferry harbour 2 ❉ ❉ 5.11

 Maintain Kingscote wharf for recreation and commercial operations 2 ❉ ❉ 5.11

  Update the master plan for Kingscote Harbour, including the viability  3 ❉  1.13

of a marina

Lead – State Government, local government 

 Develop fi t-for-purpose road and port facilities to support export of  3 ❉ ❉ 1.5

 wood chips and grain

Lead – private sector

Kingscote airport capacity

  Extend the Kingscote airport runway and upgrade the terminal to cater  2   ❉ 1.13

for increased freight and tourist fl ights, if demand and a viable carrier      5.11

are identifi ed

Lead – local government

Road freight transport congestion

  Undertake a needs analysis for the development of a new access to the  3 ❉  1.5

South Eastern Freeway near Mount Barker

Lead – local government 

Public transport

 Investigate options to improve public transport in the region 3 ❉  3.9

Lead – State Government, local government

Directional sign-posting

  Implement the SA Tourism Commission (SATC) policy on signage for roads  3 ❉  1.13

and tourist attractions

Lead – private sector, local government 

Land 

Accommodation for international and interstate visitors

  Support a range of accommodation throughout the region,  1 ❉ ❉ 1.13

based around the key tourism attractions of viticulture and natural  

attractions

Lead – private sector

Supply of zoned and serviced industrial land

  Encourage the establishment of industrial estates to cater for large-footprint 2 ❉  1.6

 industries at Kingsford Estate, Goolwa and Strathalbyn    5.11

  Support the establishment of an industrial park in Mount Barker  2 ❉  1.12

to service value-adding for food products    1.16

  Establish industrial zones on Kangaroo Island to support the  3 ❉ ❉ 1.12

development of wood chip export facilities    1.16

Lead – local government, private sector

Affordable housing

  Encourage the development of affordable housing in Freeling, Mallala,  3 ❉ ❉ 6.6

Gawler and Lewiston

Lead – local government, private sector

Project Priority  2005/6– 2010/11– SASP 
   2009/10 2014/15 Targets
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Information and Communications Technology (ICT)

Access to broadband

  Develop a business case that identifi es and aggregates suffi cient  U/way ❉  4.7

broadband demand to support expanded services in larger towns, 

particularly in Barossa Valley, Kangaroo Island and southern Fleurieu

Lead – private sector

Health

Aged care facilities

  Provide more aged care facilities and services (residential and community  U/way ❉  2.2

aged care) to meet the needs of the ageing population in areas including 

Kapunda and Kangaroo Island

Lead – Australian Government, private sector, State Government

Primary health care centres

  Continue to upgrade hospital facilities to better meet acute service   2 ❉ ❉ 2.2

requirements and support the co-located delivery of primary health care  

services, including general practice, allied health, mental health and   

Aboriginal health programs in the Barossa, Kangaroo Island and Mount Barker

Lead – State Government, private sector

Justice and Emergency Services

Standard of courthouse facilities

 Upgrade the Victor Harbor courthouse U/way ❉  2.8

Lead – State Government  

Standard of SAPOL facilities

 Develop new police facilities at Mount Barker, Gawler and Victor Harbor U/way ❉  2.8

Lead – State Government

Education and Training

Utilisation of school assets

 Rejuvenate local schools to support improved utilisation and integration of U/way ❉  6.14

 services 

 Undertake planned capital works at schools in Angaston, Gawler, Mylor,  U/way ❉  6.14

 Hewett, Kapunda, Kingscote, Port Elliot, Stirling, Victor Harbor and Woodside

Lead – State Government

Condition and capacity TAFE facilities

 Upgrade Nuriootpa TAFE 1 ❉  6.17

 Develop proposals for the Victor Harbor TAFE  2 ❉  6.17

 Ensure that future infrastructure requirements of TAFE, including ICT,   2 ❉ ❉ 6.15

 support the expected growth in the primary and allied industries    

Lead – State Government

Project Priority  2005/6– 2010/11– SASP 
   2009/10 2014/15 Targets
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Roseworthy facilities

  Redevelop the Roseworthy campus of the University of Adelaide to provide  2 ❉  6.13

facilities for training secondary school students for careers in agribusiness 

Lead – university sector

Capacity of childcare facilities

 Expand the capacity of childcare facilities 2 ❉  5.8

Lead – private sector

Waste Management

Solid waste management

  Develop regional cooperative schemes to manage solid waste recycling  3 ❉  3.11

and disposal

Lead – local government

 

Project Priority  2005/6– 2010/11– SASP 
   2009/10 2014/15 Targets
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This is a region renowned 

for producing highly valued 

wine, seafood, timber and a 

diverse range of agricultural 

produce, and portraying 

a clean, green image 

through wind farm and 

biomass opportunities.  The 

long coastline and world-

renowned national parks and 

conservation areas attract 

national and international 

visitors.  Key infrastructure 

issues are the long-term 

sustainability of the region’s 

natural water resources and 

transport connectivity from 

the Green Triangle area to 

export markets.

At a glance

 
Area 21,406 km2 (2.18% of SA)

 

Population 63,910 in 2001, (4.36% of SA)

Aged < 15 22.15% against SA average of 19.57%

Aged > 65 12.77% against SA average of 14.40%

Demographic trends 2016 projection: 62,700 (3.9% of SA) 

 Mount Gambier will continue to grow (against the trend). 

Natural Resources  World Heritage listed Naracoorte caves, Blue Lake at Mount Gambier, underground aquifers, 

Coorong National Park, 260 km of coastline 

Key Industries  Forestry, viticulture, livestock/dairy, wool, grains, fi shing/aquaculture, associated 

manufacturing & tourism

 

Seaports Export port at Portland (Vic) and Melbourne

Commercial Airports Mount Gambier

South East/ 
Limestone 
Coast 



61

S
outh E

ast/Lim
estone C

oast
B U I L D I N G  S O U T H  A U S T R A L I A  -  I N F R A S T R U C T U R E

Principal Industries

Forestry

The area contains the majority of the State’s softwood 

plantations and processing facilities with 105,000 ha 

established as of 2003 and 2.8 million tonnes of softwood 

logs produced in 2001 with a gross value of $1.7 billion.  Blue 

gum plantations totalling 28,000 ha were planted to 2003, 

with large-scale harvesting planned to commence from 2008.

An estimated additional 60,000 ha is available for plantation 

expansion in the next 10 years.

A new Forestry SA headquaters is to be built in Mount 

Gambier, with completion in July 2006 at a cost of $7m. 

Forestry SA has committed $200 000 to support the 

development of national genetic resource centre by the 

Southurn Tree Breeders Association in Mount Gambier.

Agriculture

 

There are four established wine-producing Geographical 

Indication (GI) zones – Coonawarra, Padthaway, Wrattonbully 

and Mount Benson. The region produced 12.2% of the state’s 

total crush in 2003 with a total estimatw purchase value of 

$95m for reals and $23.8m for whites.

Some 46% of the state’s beef, 34% of the state’s sheep meat 

and 30% of the state’s wool were produced in the area in 

2001. The total value of beef and lamb production was $172 

million, with wool amounting to $75 million.  In 2002 the 

total value of milk production was $110 million. Over the next 

10 years the region will increasingly become the focus of the 

dairy industry.

Gross annual value of grain production is about $41 million, 

with legumes adding a further $15 million.

The main crops are potatoes (processed into chips and french 

fries at Nangwarry and Snuggery), cherries, apples and onions.   

Aquaculture and Fishing

Fishing fl eets are based at the ports of Port MacDonnell, 

Blackfellows Caves, Carpenter Rocks, Southend, Beachport, 

Robe, Cape Jaffa and Kingston. Thre is a signifi cant southern 

rock lobster export industry in the region.

Aquaculture is a fl edgling industry but is gaining momentum 

with operators producing abalone, Murray cod, rainbow trout, 

salmon and barramundi.

Future growth will be assisted by the Cape Jaffa marina 

development, which will provide new commercial fi shing 

wharves.

Tourism

In 2002, the Limestone Coast Tourism Region attracted 

652,000 overnight visitors, including 42,000 international 

visitors who stayed 1.7 million nights – more interstate 

visitors than in any other part of the state, except for 

Adelaide.

Major attractions are the internationally recognised wetlands, 

rugged coastlines, historic villages, world heritage listed 

Naracoorte caves, volcanic lakes and premier wine producing 

areas.
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Infrastructure

Energy

The electrical interface with Adelaide is a meshed network 

of 275 kV and 132 kV transmission lines and substations. 

Two 275 kV lines provide the interconnection to Victoria. 

As a result of recent demand increases at Kimberly-Clark 

Australia’s (KCA) pulp mill at Tantanoola and connection to 

approved wind farms at Lake Bonney, ElectraNet is expending 

$30 million on network upgrades at Snuggery, construction 

of a new sub-station (Mayurra) and the required 132 kV 

transmission connection (Mayurra to Snuggery).

 

Three distillate-fuelled gas turbine generators installed at 

Snuggery, and the Ladbroke Grove gas turbines near Penola 

provide 45 MW and 72 MW respectively into the network.

Two wind farms are operational in the South East. Several 

major developers are investigating the feasibility of other 

wind farm development sites along the coast. 

The Katnook area gas fi eld supplies natural gas to industrial, 

residential and other customers in the Mount Gambier region. 

Spur lines deliver gas to KCA’s processing plant at Tantanoola, 

the SAFries chip factory and the Nangwarry timber mill. 

The SEA Gas pipeline passes within 8 km of Naracoorte and 

continues to the south-west of Keith. A spur line to supply gas 

to the Teys Brothers abattoir near Naracoorte was recently 

commissioned. Origin has committed to build the SESA 

pipeline to link Katnook with gas transported in the SEA 

Gas pipeline; commissioning is expected by the end of May 

2005.  Gas from fi elds in the Otway basin will supplement the 

declining supplies from the Katnook gas fi elds.

Water 

Water in the region is sourced from a number of supplies. 

The Tailem Bend to Keith pipeline (Murray – Darling water) 

services a number of towns and large agricultural areas in 

the north. The balance of the region obtains its water from a 

combination of surface and groundwater and, in the case of 

the City of Mount Gambier, the Blue Lake.

Groundwater in the majority of the region is allocated 

by licence in designated Prescribed Wells Areas. The 

management of ground/surface water, together with 

associated catchment ecosystems is detailed in the 2003–08 

South East Catchment Water Management Plan. 
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Government approval was given in June 2003 for completion 

of the Upper South East Dryland Salinity and Flood 

Management Program. The project involves an integrated 

program of new drainage construction works (410 km with 

a value of nearly $21 million) and environmental activities 

including wetland rehabilitation, biodiversity conservation 

and saltland agronomy. The Northern Catchment portion 

of the construction works commenced in April 2004 and 

were completed in November 2004. The Central Catchment 

alignments are being investigated to determine the best 

drainage outcomes.

An opportunity exists to harvest wastewater from the KCA 

plant at Tantanoola. Under EPA direction, it will be required 

to ensure that all outfl ows (estimated to be 10 GL pa by 2006) 

meet ‘B’ grade (irrigation) standard water quality by 2014.

The Limestone Coast Regional Development Board (LCRDB) 

report on water resource development potential of the 

Eight Mile Creek catchment concluded that a reliable yield 

of around 55 GL pa could be utilised. An environmental 

sustainability assesment of the resource is being undertaken 

prior to considering commercial use.

There is a strong demand for Septic Tank Effl uent Disposal 

Schemes (STEDS) across the region.

Transport

There are 9091 km of roads in the region, of which 2071 km 

are sealed.

The main Adelaide – Melbourne standard-gauge rail line 

passes through Tintinara, Keith and Bordertown. There is a 

broad-gauge line between Wolseley to Millicent and Mount 

Gambier to Portland.

The Blue Gum forests are expected to yield an additional 

1 million tonnes of timber when harvesting commences. 

Impacts on the community from transporting the projected 

tonnage by road are a major issue.

The State Government is continuing to fund road widening 

and construction of overtaking lanes on major roads. 

There is a signifi cant network of bridges associated with the 

South East Drainage Scheme. The size and condition of some 

of these bridges will impact on heavy vehicle movements.

Traffi c fl ows in the South East have led local communities 

to lobby the Australian Government for release of Auslink 

funding for heavy vehicle by-passes around major towns.
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Land 

To capitalise on the opportunities presented by major new 

industrial developments, the region requires planned, 

serviced industrial land.

A lack of serviced, large-scale industrial sites in the lower 

portion of the region may impact on the projected expansion 

of the forestry and dairy industries.

The development of a combined public/commercial marina, 

upgrade of existing recreational facilities and residential 

development at Cape Jaffa will assist the commercial/

recreational fi shing industry and provide a range of 

residential accommodation options to working families and 

retirees.

The future use of the surplus Mount Gambier railway station 

yard should be resolved.

Information and Communications Technology (ICT) 

Most of the region has dial-up internet access but ADSL 

broadband coverage is only available in a few of the larger 

towns.

Access to broadband will be facilitated by aggregation of 

bandwidth, particularly by larger users.

All major towns and most highways have mobile coverage but 

there are some gaps in some of the more sparsely populated 

areas and along some secondary roads.

Health

There are seven hospitals providing services in the region. The 

largest is Mount Gambier Hospital.  

Mount Gambier Hospital is the major health facility in the 

region providing a high level of accident and emergency 

services and general, orthopaedic and other surgical services.  

Surgical facilities have been recently upgraded.

Industry growth is creating pockets of signifi cant population 

growth, putting pressure on accommodation, which impacts 

on the ability of health services to attract and retain 

professional staff. 

There is an increased demand for aged care accommodation 

in the region, particularly in the City of Mount Gambier.  Aged 

care upgrades are being carried out at the Millicent and 

Bordertown facilities.
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Education and Training

A number of schools in Mount Gambier and other 

regional centres such as Bordertown and Naracoorte 

are nearing capacity. 

State Government regional planning strategies aim to 

strengthen Mount Gambier’s central role in the region. 

This will require increased investment to provide equitable 

access to services.

The quality and capability of training facilities within the TAFE 

network has been improved. The State Government is working 

to develop partnerships with the Australian Government, 

Flinders University and University of South Australia to deliver 

a range of university courses in Mount Gambier. A number 

of university degree courses are now being offered through 

university partnerships with TAFE.  In addition, medical and 

allied health services education is being made available 

through links with Flinders University.

Science, Technology and Innovation

The South Australian Research and Development Institute 

(SARDI) operates regional research and development (R&D) 

facilities at Struan and Mount Gambier that provide support 

to the agriculture and seafood industries.   Struan House, 

delivers science, technology and innovation programs.

Waste Management

The South East Local Government Association (SELGA) has 

developed a waste management plan for the region that 

focuses on the minimisation, recycling and re-use of waste, 

with landfi ll disposal being the least preferred option. The 

plan identifi es the need for centralised facilities, which would 

mean closing a number of rural landfi ll sites.

Arts, Culture and Heritage

Country Arts SA has embarked on a strategic plan to upgrade 

the existing regional theatres including the Sir Robert 

Helpmann Theatre at Mount Gambier.  The theatre is an 

important venue for recreational and cultural activities for 

young people and families in these regions; it provides venues 

for live touring performances and creates opportunities for 

developing community-based cultural activities. The existing 

infrastructure was constructed about 20 years ago which is 

why the current upgrade of theatres is so important.
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Energy

Strengthening and augmentation of the electricity supply network 

 Undertake transmission network upgrades  U/way ❉  5.11

 Carry out sub-station upgrades U/way ❉  5.11

* Lead – private sector

Alternative supply of gas to Katnook gas users and industrial businesses    

at Naracoorte

 Build gas laterals from SEA Gas pipeline to Katnook and Naracoorte U/way ❉  1.6

Lead – private sector

Renewable energy supplies

 Investigate the viability of biomass power generation from timber waste 1 ❉  3.10

Lead – private sector

Water

Water resource management

  Implement the SECWMB plan U/way ❉  1.5 

 Complete drainage program in Upper South East U/way ❉  3.1

Lead – local government, State Government

Wastewater re-use at Tantanoola

  Develop options to harvest and re-use KCA’s wastewater resource 1 ❉  1.6

Lead – private sector

Capacity and environmental performance of STEDS

 Upgrade STEDS servicing applicable towns 2 ❉ ❉ 5.11

Lead – local government

Water resource development potential of the Eight Mile Creek Catchment

  Collect and analyse data to determine if the Eight Mile Creek   3 ❉  1.12

Catchment should and could provide an environmentally sustainable yield

Lead – local government, State Government

*  Lead – lead responsibility for promoting, developing and evaluating the project. 

#  Priority – preliminary rankings. Priority numbers do not represent a fi nal commitment by the State Government or other 

lead entities. See the Delivering the Plan section for further details.

Project Priority # 2005/6– 2010/11– SASP 
   2009/10 2014/15 Targets

Projects
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Transport

    

Movement of freight between Limestone Coast and Victoria 

  Work with the Victorian Government to facilitate the use of rail to transport 1 ❉  1.12

freight between SA and Victoria (Portland)

 Develop plans to manage growth in freight including road improvements 1 ❉ ❉ 2.9

 and heavy vehicle detours of key towns eg Penola, Mount Gambier

 Leverage Australian Government funding to provide additional  2 ❉ ❉ 1.12

 tranport infrastructure

 Upgrade the Riddoch Highway and the Princes Highway section along the  2 ❉ ❉ 1.6

 Coorong 

  Identify the preferred site for a regional intermodal facility as  3 ❉  2.9

part of a state-wide intermodal strategy

Lead – Australian and State governments, private sector

Land 

Forestry management

 Establish new headquarters for Forestry SA U/way ❉  1.18

Lead – State Government

Coastal marine facilities at Cape Jaffa

  Develop a combined public/commercial marina and upgrade recreational  2 ❉ ❉ 5.8

facilities to cater for aquaculture and recreational/commercial fi shing activities

Lead – private sector

Availability of serviced large-scale industrial sites 

  Investigate the potential location of future industrial sites in consultation 2 ❉  1.12

with industry 

  Develop an industrial estate at Mount Gambier 2 ❉  1.6

Lead - local government

Information and Communications Technology

   

Access to broadband 

  Develop a business case that identifi es suffi cient aggregated demand to 2 ❉  4.7

justify installation of broadband

Lead – private sector

Project Priority  2005/6– 2010/11– SASP 
   2009/10 2014/15 Targets
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Health

Aged care facilities

  Provide more residential aged care facilities through redevelopment of U/way ❉  2.2

hospital facilities at Millicent and Bordertown

Lead – Australian Government, State Government

Primary health care centres

  Establish an Aboriginal Wellbeing Centre in Mount Gambier U/way ❉  6.1

   Continue to upgrade hospital facilities to better meet acute service   2 ❉ ❉ 2.2

requirements and support the co-located delivery of primary health care  

services including general practice, allied health, mental health and 

 Aboriginal health programs

Lead – State Government, private sector     

Housing

Availability of affordable accommodation 

 Increase the supply of affordable housing in Naracoorte and other centres  1 ❉  5.8

Lead – private sector

Education and Training

Utilisation of school assets

  Rejuvenate the existing built asset base to support improved  U/way ❉  6.14

utilisation, integration of services and future education provision

  Undertake planned capital works at Mount Gambier high school and U/way ❉  6.14

 Kalangadoo preschool

Lead - State Government, private sector

Arts, Culture and Heritage

Facilities for performing arts productions

 Upgrade the Sir Robert Helpmann Theatre at Mount Gambier U/way ❉  4.1

Lead - State Government 

Project Priority  2005/6– 2010/11– SASP 
   2009/10 2014/15 Targets

Projects
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Adelaide takes a linear form, 

extending 90 km from north 

to south on the Adelaide 

Plains bounded by the 

Mount Lofty Ranges and the 

Gulf St Vincent.

At a glance

 
Area 1596 km2 (0.16% of SA)

 

Population 1.05 million people in 2001 (72% of SA), up 2.7% from 1996

Aged < 15 18.71% against SA average of 19.57%

Aged > 65 14.66% against SA average of 14.40%

Demographic trends  Most populous local government areas are Onkaparinga and Salisbury, which together with 

Charles Sturt, Port Adelaide Enfi eld and Tea Tree Gully experienced the largest population 

growth from 1996 to 2001 2016 projection: 1,167,000 or 73% of SA

 

Key Activities  Commerce, manufacturing, fi nance, government, the arts, education, tourism, research and 

cultural activities.

Transport Gateways  Port of Adelaide, Adelaide domestic and international airport, Keswick rail terminal and 

Adelaide inter and intra-state bus station.

Metropolitan 
Adelaide 

The geographic centrality 

of the central business 

district (CBD) within the 

metropolitan region 

has established a highly 

accessible and clearly 

delineated city centre which 

provides a strong focus 

for public administration, 

business services, education, 

research, health services, and 

retail, sporting, leisure and 

cultural activities.
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Principal Industries

Manufacturing

Manufacturing is the single largest earner for the South 

Australian economy and contributes 14.7% of GSP (2002/03) 

and employs 13.5% of the workforce. Manufacturing 

originating from metropolitan Adelaide contributes 47% of 

state export earnings.

Some of the major export industries in the metropolitan area 

include motor vehicles and automotive parts (approximately 

$1.6 billion), electronics (approximately $1 billion) and 

defence.

The state’s automotive industry is based principally at 

Elizabeth and Clovelly Park. The automotive industry 

contributed about 2.5% to South Australia’s GSP in 2001/02.

The Australian defence industry is substantially based in the 

northern Adelaide metropolitan area. In 2003, the defence 

sector contributed $1.08 billion or 2.1% to GSP.

Most of Adelaide’s manufacturing, warehousing and 

distribution centres lie in the north-west and northern 

crescent (from Port Adelaide, through to Salisbury and 

Elizabeth). Manufacturing activity in the south generally runs 

along the alignment of main South Road and centres around 

Edwardstown and Clovelly Park. 

The bulk of the 1100 information and communication 

technology (ICT) companies in South Australia are based in 

the Adelaide metropolitan area. The ICT industry employs 

over 17,500 people and in 2002/03 generated over $850 

million worth of exports.

Business, Retailing, Commerce and Service industries

Major economic and employment nodes (other than 

manufacturing) exist in the CBD and regional centres (at 

Noarlunga, Marion, Port Adelaide, Modbury and Elizabeth).

The service sector experienced the highest output growth 

from 1992 to 2001. This included growth in accommodation, 

cafes and restaurants; property and business services; fi nance 

and insurance services; and cultural and recreation services.

There have been major upgrades of commercial centres at 

Arndale, Elizabeth, West Lakes and the CBD.

Education and Research

Biotechnology, information technology, research and 

education are growing sectors of the South Australian 

economy. The majority of institutions and fi rms working in 

this area are located in metropolitan Adelaide.

Key facilities include three universities, Commonwealth 

Scientifi c and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO), South 

Australian Research and Development Institute (SARDI), 

Defence Science and Technology Organisation (DSTO) and 

the Thebarton Bioscience precinct. A fourth university will be 

operating in Adelaide in 2006.

The high-speed electronic linkage of these institutions and 

advanced technology under SABRENet is the backbone 

to development of the innovation, training and research 

precincts across Adelaide.

Tourism

Tourism is one of the state’s major sectors, generating in 

excess of $3.4 billion pa through visitor expenditure and 

directly employing over 36,800 full-time equivalent jobs.

Adelaide tourism experiences include history (including 

Aboriginal); culture (events like Adelaide Festival and 

WOMAD); sporting events (Clipsal 500 motor race and Jacob’s 

Creek Tour Down Under); shopping and nature (coasts and 

hills, fl ora and fauna).

Venues such as the Adelaide Entertainment Centre, Wayville 

Showgrounds and the Adelaide Convention Centre have a 

strong tourism and convention focus. Adelaide offers excellent 

facilities for international and national conferences.

 

Primary Production

Around 4000 ha of the Northern Adelaide Plains (centred 

around Virginia) are currently being cultivated. The Northern 

Adelaide annual gross food revenue is valued at $1.5 billion 

or around 18% of the State’s gross food value. A signifi cant 

amount of the Northern Adelaide Plains’ horticultural 

production is for export, mainly interstate. Products include 

vegetables, almonds, wine grapes, fl owers and nursery plant 

stock.

Primary production and food processing in the Virginia area 

are currently constrained by limitations in the mains gas 

distribution and access to reticulated water supplies. The 

Willunga Basin (Willunga/McLaren Vale) also has an active 

agricultural and viticultural production and food related 

industry.

Expansion in horticultural and viticultural production has 

been assisted by high-quality treated wastewater from the 

Bolivar and Christies Beach plants.

Quarries in the north and south of Adelaide produce $90 

million pa worth of material for construction. 
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Arts and Culture

South Australian cultural and arts related industries in 

metropolitan Adelaide contribute over $320 million pa to 

the state’s GSP, employ over 5500 people and bring tens of 

thousands of visitors to the state.

The arts generates exports through art and fi lm products and 

services, attendance at events and galleries and international 

tours by South Australian artists. 

Adelaide is expected to experience an increase in the number 

of people employed in creative industries – arts, culture, 

science and technology. 

Infrastructure

Energy 

Electricity

Torrens Island, Northern Power Station, Pelican Point, 

Osborne Cogeneration Plant and the Heywood interconnector 

provide electricity for the metropolitan area. While the 

existing generators are capable of meeting current demand, 

new generating capacity may be required to meet foreseeable 

load growth to domestic and industrial users. 

The transfer capacity of the transmission network between 

major sub-stations across the Adelaide metropolitan area 

is nearing full capacity. Parts of the transmission and 

distribution network will need upgrading.

Gas 

Main gas supplies are via Epic’s Moomba – Adelaide pipeline 

and the SEA Gas pipeline from Victoria.

There are opportunities to improve Adelaide’s gas supplies 

to business in the northern suburbs or lessen gas supply 

interruptions through additional ‘city gate stations’ off the SEA 

Gas pipeline or an interconnection of the two pipelines.

To meet the domestic gas demand in the southern suburbs, 

gas released by the closure of the Port Stanvac refi nery has 

been reallocated. This may necessitate augmenting the 

system to meet the needs of new and large customers wishing 

to establish south of Adelaide. 

Sustainable Energy Use

There are opportunities to install energy effi cient 

infrastructure (e.g. effi cient public lighting) and renewable 

generation (e.g. wind turbines, solar cells) in conjunction with 

plans for energy effi cient upgrades and new buildings.



73

M
etropolitan A

delaide
B U I L D I N G  S O U T H  A U S T R A L I A  -  I N F R A S T R U C T U R E

Water

The Mount Lofty Ranges and River Murray provide Adelaide 

with a highly secure dual supply source. To support the 

existing population and allow for Adelaide’s future growth, it 

is important that the quality and quantity of water from these 

sources is maintained and supplemented through demand 

management strategies, water conservation and effi cient use 

of water resources. 

Adelaide has an advantage over some Australian capital cities 

in that future water demand is less constrained through 

resource availability.

Upgrade of trunk capacity of water infrastructure may be 

required in the next fi ve years for the developing urban 

fringe. Previous water loss from leaking pipes or evaporation 

from open aqueducts has been addressed by a SA Water 

program that has resulted in South Australia having a low 

leakage rate by world standards.

The water supply system in the Willunga basin was not 

designed for irrigation or non-urban uses. Hence, conditions 

have been imposed on non-urban land divisions.

The expansion of northern and southern region horticultural 

production is constrained by limited supply of water for 

irrigation. Substitution with Class A reclaimed water from 

the Bolivar-Virginia pipeline and improved irrigation 

management should allow a sustainable balance and 

opportunities for expansion of horticulture in the region.

Wastewater

The capacity and condition of wastewater services in parts of 

the metropolitan area needs to be assessed, maintained and 

upgraded to sustain increased urban densities. 

Parts of the CBD, Gillman, Port Adelaide and the Le Fevre 

Peninsula have wastewater collection systems over 100 years 

old that are at or near capacity.

Most suburban wastewater collection systems can 

accommodate up to 10% increases in loads from infi ll 

development. Higher increases could require augmentation 

of infrastructure. 

Parts of the urban edge of the Hills Face Zone, including 

within the City of Tea Tree Gully and Woodside are serviced 

by septic tank effl uent disposal schemes (STEDS). All these 

STEDS are connected to the SA Water sewer network. A smaller 

STEDS area also exists at Morphett Vale. Other STEDS are in 

Clarendon, McLaren Vale and Maslin Beach.  

In 2003, 19% of the 97,000ML of effl uent treated in 

metropolitan Adelaide treatment plants was re-used, and 

27% of the wastewater treated at the Bolivar plant was 

used for horticultural production at Virginia to supplement 

groundwater sources.

Parts of the trunk sewer system between Gawler and Bolivar 

are nearing capacity, particularly in the vicinity of the Peachey 

Belt and Edinburgh Air Base. Trunk sewer duplication works 

will be required to service redevelopment of the Peachey Belt 

area and surrounds and will be provided as required. 

The Aldinga wastewater treatment plant (WWTP) is operating 

at capacity. Upgrade of the plant is required to cater for new 

development.

The Willunga Basin Water Company provides treated 

wastewater from the Christies Beach WWTP for irrigation use 

in McLaren Vale. Economic expansion of the distribution 

network is constrained by the need for suitable winter storage 

capacity such as a surface reservoir or aquifer storage.

The Adelaide Park Lands and other large open spaces and 

recreation areas offer opportunities for the re-use of treated 

wastewater to reduce demand on the drinking water supply.
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Stormwater

The arterial stormwater drainage system in the metropolitan 

area is a combination of natural watercourses and large 

constructed underground or open channel drains. Connecting 

into these arterial drainage systems are numerous local 

drains, which are normally underground pipe systems.

In some parts of Adelaide, the local drainage system has 

not been constructed to its fullest possible extent, resulting 

in isolated areas of fl ooding. In other parts of Adelaide, 

natural watercourses pose a signifi cant, if less frequent risk 

of fl ooding, due to the role that these watercourses play in 

conveying runoff from the hills across the Adelaide Plains to 

the sea.

The Catchment Management Subsidy Scheme supports local 

government in constructing drainage infrastructure. Several 

large-scale fl ood mitigation projects have been identifi ed. The 

most notable of these projects are works to mitigate fl ooding 

on the Keswick and Brownhill Creek systems.The fi nal form of 

these works is yet to be determined.

With some exceptions, local government maintains 

stormwater drainage infrastructure. Much of this 

infrastructure has been installed over the last 40 years. 

Adequate systems need to be put in place to properly monitor 

the condition and performance of this infrastructure. 

Some stormwater drainage systems discharge directly into 

estuarine or marine environments with resultant threat of 

damage to ecosystems. Work is being undertaken to improve 

the quality of such discharges.

An average 160 GL pa of stormwater discharges into the Gulf 

St Vincent. This is highly variable and climate dependent, and 

originates from roofs and roads in the Adelaide metropolitan 

area, and from upstream rural catchments. Currently around 

5 GL pa of stormwater is being reused directly or via aquifer 

storage and recovery schemes in various metropolitan 

locations, including Salisbury and Urrbrae.

Water Proofi ng Adelaide proposes alternative sources of 

supply such as reuse of treated wastewater and stormwater.

Transport

Freight

The Adelaide metropolitan area (particularly in the north 

and north-western arc) provides the state’s principal freight 

infrastructure. The major gateways for trade are the Port of 

Adelaide (Inner and Outer Harbor), Adelaide Airport, Islington 

and Dry Creek rail terminals, and major road links to the 

interstate network such as Main North Road, Port Wakefi eld 

Road and the Adelaide–Crafers Highway.

Outer Harbor shipping handles approximately 65% of the 

state’s total container trade. In 2003 nearly 4.5 million 

passengers and 12,000 tonnes of airfreight passed through 

Adelaide Airport. There are over 7500 km of roads and 

240 km of rail and tram infrastructure in the Adelaide 

metropolitan area.
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In March 2004 the State Government committed $15m for 

the deepening of the Outer Harbor channel to meet the 

international trend towards larger ships. A total commitment 

to the deepening of $30m by the State Government will 

maintain Outer Harbor as a viable working port and reverse 

the rate of contestable shipping freight lost to interstate ports 

such as Melbourne.

Projected extra rail and road freight traffi c to Outer Harbor 

will be served by the third river crossing.

Increasing travel times through the metropolitan area 

are creating ineffi ciencies for local and export orientated 

freight movement and impacting on commuter safety 

and accessibility to urban roads at peak times. The local 

road network in the western suburbs, particularly in key 

intersections, will become more congested with increased 

retail and commercial activity. The recent trend towards infi ll 

residential development will put added pressure on 24/7 

operations on freight routes. The plan to build a tunnel and 

underpasses on South Road is aimed at easing the pressure 

and dramatically improving travel times.

There is strong demand for reliable and effi cient transport 

linking the northern and southern metropolitan area to 

increase effi ciency of export freight movements, strengthen 

links to the interstate road network, support industry 

operations that rely on an effi cient supply chain, and 

facilitate intra-regional access to employment opportunities.

The State Government recognises the importance of this need 

and has decided to develop underpasses and a tunnel on 

South Road.

Major intermodal transport storage and logistics facilities are 

needed to support freight movement and access to global 

markets optimising the use of existing export routes (e.g. the 

Adelaide-Darwin and Adelaide-Melbourne rail links). The 

Government is working with the private sector to establish an 

intermodal facility that would integrate storage, road, rail and 

air movements.

The cost effective movement of freight will be assisted by the 

development of the Adelaide Airport due to be opened in 

October 2005

People Movement

While use of public transport increased by 9% between 

2000 and 2003, the proportion of trips by public transport 

is relatively low (about 5%) compared to other mainland 

cities. More work is being done to increase public transport 

patronage.

Transit oriented development associated with better use of 

existing urban infrastructure and increases in population 

density, could revitalise parts of metropolitan Adelaide and 

accommodate a signifi cant share of Adelaide’s projected 

population growth.

The current upgrade of Adelaide Airport terminal is timely, 

as it will meet the forecast 50% growth in passenger numbers 

over the next 10 years. The multi million dollar 750m long 

international and domestic terminal will open in October 

2005.
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Land

Industrial

Based on current take-up rates for serviced industrial land, 

there is about 10 years supply available. There are currently 

about 800 ha of serviced and available land. While this 

assumes all vacant land with an industry zoning is available, 

the reality is that much of the stock is tied up by business 

owners who have a future use for the land in mind. 

Adelaide’s main industrial belt, stretching from Port Adelaide 

through Salisbury to Elizabeth, has less than fi ve years stock 

of serviced industrial land. The completion of the Port 

River Expressway and the third river crossing will increase 

the demand in the north-west, e.g. the proposed Maritime 

Precinct at Osborne.

There are limited industrial land opportunities in the 

southern suburbs, especially large allotments. Opportunities 

may arise at Lonsdale in the next few years if the Port Stanvac 

land is made available. 

The logistics industry has been a large consumer of industrial 

land in recent years, and this trend will continue. Outsourcing 

of warehousing, development of mega-facilities for cost-

effi cient third-party logistics suppliers and development 

of associated transport infrastructure to support these 

facilities is one of the most substantial challenges facing the 

metropolitan area.

Edinburgh Parks, Gillman, Wingfi eld, Gepps Cross, Direk, 

Elizabeth West and Parafi eld are well located for industrial 

and logistics operations, although some will require 

coordinated infrastructure provision.

The opportunity exists to create and strengthen specifi c 

industry clusters such as a biotechnology precinct at 

Thebarton; automotive, logistics, defence and advanced 

manufacturing at Edinburgh Parks; foundry industries at 

Wingfi eld; food processing at Virginia, Willunga Basin and 

Mile End; and waste resource recovery at Gillman.

The development of the  Osborne Maritime Precinct will 

provide opportunities for further economic growth.

Residential  

Metropolitan Adelaide extends some 90 km in a narrow linear 

form from Sellicks Beach to Gawler. Infrastructure has been 

stretched to the urban fringe and serves relatively low urban 

densities.

In recent years several signifi cant urban development 

projects have been undertaken by the private sector and joint 

ventures with the State Government. They include Holdfast 

Shores, Mawson Lakes and Seaford Rise, Brompton, Westwood 

and Port Adelaide redevelopment.

The combined effects of targeting a larger population and the 

Urban Boundary could result in higher housing densities in 

the metropolitan area. 

The City of Adelaide is specifi cally targeting growth in 

apartment development in the city centre to meet the 

lifestyle preferences of people engaged in knowledge-based 

industries, professionals, students, retirees and those seeking 

more convenient accommodation close to central activities, as 

well as the increasing demand for more affordable housing. 

Absorption of demand in the city centre can invigorate 

Adelaide and better use existing infrastructure capacity, which 

will help ease pressures on the urban fringe.

Metropolitan Adelaide is forecast to need approximately 

another 137,000 dwellings by 2030. Sources include vacant 

land in the fringe and the redevelopment of existing areas 

through demolition of old housing and other buildings.

The current housing trend is for an increasing number of one

or two person households with greater demand for smaller 

adaptable housing or more intensively developed units, 

townhouses and apartments, particularly in the city centre 

and inner suburbs.

As at 2002, there were 3900ha of residential zoned broad 

hectare land in the metropolitan area.
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Information and Communications Technology (ICT) 

Metropolitan Adelaide generally has good accessibility to 

telephone and data services. Broadband is continuing to be 

rolled out in the metropolitan region.

While basic broadband access (ADSL) is available through 

most of the metropolitan area, roughly 10% of homes and 

businesses, scattered throughout the metropolitan area, 

cannot access broadband due to technical limitations with 

Telstra’s ‘last mile’ connections into homes and businesses. 

SABRENet will improve high speed data capabilities.

The broadband market is changing rapidly in response to 

new technological developments, falling costs and growing 

demand for high-speed services. In this environment, a 

fundamental strategy for Adelaide (and the state) is to 

maintain and promote the development of an open, 

competitive market for broadband infrastructure and services.

Adelaide is a national leader in the application of new 

wireless telecommunication technologies through the m.Net 

consortium. As part of this initiative the citilan Wi-Fi network 

makes wireless internet access available through most of the 

Adelaide CBD and North Adelaide, creating easy-access, low-

cost ‘urban hot spots’ covering city streets. Adelaide can gain 

a signifi cant competitive advantage by extending coverage 

more widely and developing new commercial applications of 

the technology.

A number of carriers have built, or will build, new 

telecommunications infrastructure including wireless optical 

fi bre in Adelaide.

Health

To support the 72% of the state’s population living in the 

Adelaide metropolitan area, there are 41 private and public 

hospitals, and a wide range of supporting health centres and 

health-related facilities. In some cases the major metropolitan 

facilities serve the whole state.

The mix and distribution of these services and facilities are 

linked to the gradual spread of Adelaide’s population over 

the last few decades rather than being evenly distributed 

and integrated in accessible locations throughout the 

metropolitan area, consistent with changing demographic 

profi les.

This Government has committed to major redevelopments 

of the Queen Elizabeth, Royal Adelaide and Lyell McEwin 

hospitals, with total project values in excess of $280m.

The SA Government’s reform of the health system, from an 

‘illness focused’ to a ‘population health’ system, will require 

the current stock of health infrastructure and related services 

to be sustained and reconstructed over the next 20 years.

The introduction of ‘telemedicine’ or ICT related infrastructure 

has the potential for signifi cant improvements and 

effi ciencies in health care, and requires signifi cant additional 

capital investment.

The acute shortage of general practitioners in the southern 

and northern metropolitan areas and the reduction of 

bulk-billing as a result of Australian Government policies 

are placing extra pressure on the emergency and outpatient 

resources in public hospitals.

People who have multiple and complex chronic health 

problems often come to the metropolitan area from other 

areas of the state to get services, due to the availability of 

supported accommodation and primary health care options. 

A shift in facilities provision to provide culturally appropriate 

care and accommodation is required.
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There are signifi cant ongoing costs associated with the current 

lack of integration of services, and with the fact that some 

locations are no longer optimal for accessibility by some of 

the population. 

The State Government recognises that many state-wide 

services will continue to be delivered from metropolitan 

Adelaide over the next 10 years due to their high cost and 

high technological support and specialisation requirements. 

Justice and Emergency Services

The Australian Government is building a new courts complex 

to complement the court complex centred on Victoria Square.

There are four correctional facilities in the metropolitan 

area: the Adelaide Remand Centre, Yatala Labour Prison and 

Adelaide Women’s Prison and the Adelaide pre-release centre. 

New police stations in Aldinga, Golden Grove and Para Hills 

are high priorities to ensure the delivery of police services to 

growing communities.

Education and Training 

A total of 317 government schools, 52% of all schools in the 

state, are located in metropolitan Adelaide. 

The largest concentration of school-aged children is in the 

southern and northern metropolitan area (Onkaparinga, 

Salisbury, Tea Tree Gully and Playford). The government’s 

improved school retention rate has increased use of many 

state schools and some are operating at or near capacity.

The State Government has recognised the need for additional 

school facilities in inner metropolitan Adelaide.  This has 

resulted in the reopening of the Sturt Street Primary School.

The city centre has a number of primary, secondary, tertiary 

and training facilities and services some 52,000 students, with 

11% from overseas.
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Two metropolitan TAFE institutes (north and south) operate 

in the metropolitan area. Major infrastructure projects are 

planned at Gilles Plains (veterinary and applied science) 

and Marleston (building and furnishing). Additional campus 

developments are proposed during the next 10 years.

Science, Technology and Innovation

The metropolitan area has world-class science, technology 

and innovation (STI) capabilities, particularly in the 

biosciences (agriculture, marine, environmental and 

medical). To remain globally competitive and capitalise on 

emerging opportunities, these centres of excellence and 

clusters of research and development (R&D) need to be 

further developed and supported by appropriate zoning and 

infrastructure.

There are currently substantial limitations on space at a 

number of key metropolitan research facilities including the 

Waite, Roseworthy and West Beach research precincts. The 

State Government is committed to trebling the size of the 

Thebarton Bioscience incubator.

There is an opportunity for science and technology 

infrastructure to play a role in progressing the proportion 

of students seeking tertiary education or careers in science, 

technology and engineering, and to assist in fi lling the 

growing demand for qualifi ed personnel in the STI industry.

Waste Management

Based on current waste disposal rates, existing approved 

landfi ll sites can meet metropolitan Adelaide’s needs for 

approximately 90 years in the northern region and 20 to 

30 years in the southern region (longer if resource recovery 

schemes are put in place).

It is anticipated that hauling waste to distant landfi lls, 

greater urban infi ll and population densities, and stringent 

environmental requirements will increase resource recovery 

opportunities and the emergence of new industries in 

specially zoned precincts. It is imperative that consistent 

planning and Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) 

licence requirements apply to sites servicing metropolitan 

Adelaide, e.g. ensuring that waste material passes through a 

transfer station and resource recovery occurs.

The southern metropolitan area needs to advance planning 

for integrated waste management and resource recovery 

programs and facilities.

A new waste transfer station planned for Elizabeth West will 

complement existing materials and recycling facilities.

Recreation, Sport and Tourism

There are a number of recreational tourism opportunities 

throughout the metropolitan area that need further 

development to realise their full potential, such as:

  upgrading the Riverbank precinct as a tourism 

destination 

  developing the eco-tourism opportunities at Port 

Adelaide (dolphin sanctuary) and St Kilda mangroves, 

with links to Parklands  and Adelaide Hills

  creating a coastal linear park from Sellicks Beach to 

North Haven and other developing recreational and eco-

tourism opportunities as a means of positioning Adelaide 

as a ‘green city’.

There are a number of national or international-standard 

sporting facilities throughout the metropolitan area with the 

South Australian Sports Institute (SASI) running elite training 

and development programs delivering state and national 

programs. 

Accommodation facilities are required adjacent to, or in 

association with, major sporting venues (e.g. State Sports Park) 

or co-located within a sports precinct. 

Sporting and recreation facilities and recreation trails in 

metropolitan Adelaide need to remain ‘fi t for purpose’ and be 

targeted to meet the needs of the community.

Arts, Culture and Heritage

The bulk of the collections at the Art Gallery and the South 

Australian Museum are under storage and the potential of 

these facilities (together with the State Library) as a cluster of 

major learning and tourism needs to be assessed.

The demand for online access to the above collections 

is increasing and would benefi t from an online platform 

to showcase the entire collection to a global audience, 

particularly the world’s most signifi cant collection of 

Australian indigenous cultural material.

The upgrade of North Terrace boulevard provides an 

opportunity to reinforce the state’s cultural credentials, add 

value to the public realm and strengthen the city’s tourism 

appeal and economic performance.

‘Heritage Directions: a Future for Built Heritage in South 

Australia’ suggested that signifi cant Government-owned 

heritage places (e.g. the Old Adelaide Gaol, Carrick Hill, Ayers 

House and Martindale Hall) be managed and operated by 

a single organisation. This would allow South Australia to 

realise the full potential of these places as major tourist 

attractions.
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Adelaide’s metropolitan beaches provide major recreation 

and leisure activities and are also a major factor in the 

increasing demand for coastal living.

The State Government continues to implement the sand 

management plan.

The Metropolitan Open Space System (MOSS) provides 

opportunities for passive and recreational open space. 

Parklands 2036 incorporates public open space into a 

linked network that provides recreation and biodiversity 

opportunities.

The Cleland Wildlife Park, Adelaide Botanic Gardens, Belair 

National Park and other metropolitan parks and gardens 

showcase South Australia’s nature conservation program and 

also serve as major recreation and community education 

resources.

The Adelaide Botanic Gardens focuses on evaluating plants 

of economic and ornamental benefi t. A Site Master Plan is 

now being developed for the Adelaide Botanic and the Mount 

Lofty Botanic Gardens in response to changes in our society 

and the changing role of botanic gardens. 

Recent initiatives such as the ‘Coast Park’ development and 

the Million Trees Program are contributing to Adelaide’s 

biodiversity and environmental sustainment. The Million 

Trees Program is helping Adelaide to meet its sustainability 

and green city objectives. The program aims to establish three 

million trees and native vegetation on public land throughout 

urban Adelaide.

Critical Infrastructure 

Owners and operators of critical infrastructure need to 

ensure adequate levels of protection for their assets and 

systems from a range of hazards and threats. Plans should 

take account of the current security environment, seek to 

minimise points of failure and provide for rapid recovery and 

business continuity.
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Energy

Capacity of metropolitan electricity network

  Identify opportunities for upgrading the capacity of the metropolitan U/way ❉ ❉ 1.16

 electricity transmission and distribution network

* Lead – private sector 

Reliability of gas supplies 

  Facilitate the interconnection of the SEA Gas and Moomba pipelines  1 ❉  1.16

and/or develop new ‘city gate stations’

  Facilitate suffi cient capacity in the system to meet any signifi cant new  2 ❉ ❉ 1.6

industrial load or embedded generator

Lead – private sector

Water

Reuse of wastewater

  Consider economic opportunities for further reuse of treated wastewater from  U/way ❉ ❉ 1.16

Bolivar, Glenelg, Christies Beach and other wastewater treatment plants    3.1

Lead – State Government

Standard of stormwater systems

  Continue to enhance water management throughout the Patawalonga   U/way ❉  1.16

catchment - “The Pat fi ghts back”

  Implement high priority works arising out of the Urban Stormwater Initiative  1 ❉ ❉ 1.16

Lead – local government, State Government    5.7

Christies Beach

  Augment plant capacity to cater for growth  2 ❉  1.16

Lead – State Government

*  Lead – lead responsibility for promoting, developing and evaluating the project. 

#  Priority – preliminary rankings. Priority numbers do not represent a fi nal commitment by the State Government or other 

lead entities. See the Delivering the Plan section for further details..

Project Priority # 2005/6– 2010/11– SASP 
   2009/10 2014/15 Targets

Projects
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Transport

Port and export related infrastructure at Outer Harbor

  Establish new grain wharf and port related infrastructure U/way ❉  1.12

  Deepen the channel to Outer Harbor  1 ❉  1.16

   Complete the Port River Expressway  1 ❉ ❉ 1.16

  Upgrade the Le Fevre Peninsula rail corridor  1 ❉  1.16

Lead – private sector, State Government

Freight and export linkages 

  Complete the metropolitan inner and outer ring route improvements  U/way ❉  1.16

including Britannia roundabout, Bakewell Bridge upgrade      

 Create City West connector U/way ❉ ❉ 1.16

  Develop the link between the Sturt Highway and the 1 ❉ ❉ 1.16

Port River Expressway

Lead – State Government, private sector

North-south corridor

Develop reliable and effi cient transport links for the north-south corridor  

  Construct an underpass at Anzac Highway and a tunnel under  1 ❉  1.16

Port and Grange Roads and upgrade South Road between Port and 

Torrens Roads

  Undertake further improvements to South Road traffi c fl ow 1  ❉ 1.16

Lead – State Government

Travel times on arterial road network

  Undertake intersection and network improvements on selected arterial roads  1 ❉ ❉ 2.9

Lead – State Government, local government

Transport infrastructure in the southern suburbs

  Undertake road upgrades to improve safety and traffi c management,  U/way ❉  2.9

e.g. Black Road, Commercial Road, Hallett Cove connector

Lead – State Government

Public transport patronage    

  Replace public transport fl eets as required U/way ❉ ❉ 3.9

  Develop the Marion Shopping Centre interchange 1 ❉
  Investigate the extension of the Noarlunga rail corridor to Seaford  1 ❉
  Upgrade Glenelg light rail line and extend to North Terrace  1 ❉
 Investigate the electrifi cation of the heavy rail network  3  ❉ 3.9

Lead – State Government, private sector

Presentation of major transport gateways and corridors

  Complete the new Adelaide airport terminal U/way ❉  1.16

  Upgrade intersection of Sir Richard Williams and Sir Donald Bradman  3  ❉ 1.16

Drives and corridors to the city

Lead – private sector, State and Australian Governments

Project Priority  2005/6– 2010/11– SASP 
   2009/10 2014/15 Targets
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Traffi c movements through Gawler

  Explore options for a bypass of Gawler to manage increasing traffi c,  U/way ❉  1.13

including the option of a north-east bypass     2.9

  Upgrade Main North/Tiver Road intersection   2 ❉ ❉ 5.8

Lead – local government

Health imperatives of transport

  Continue to develop bicycle lanes and off road bicycle and walking paths  1 ❉ ❉ 3.9

Lead – State Government

Land

Industrial precinct development

  Develop the Maritime Precinct at Osborne to support naval ship  1 ❉  1.16

building and allied industries including providing ship lift facilities     1.6

and required dredging

  Coordinate and prioritise the development and release of serviced and  1 ❉ ❉ 1.6

appropriately zoned commercial and industrial land to facilitate cluster 

developments

Lead – State Government, local government, private sector

 

Information and Communications Technology (ICT)

Broadband capacity 

  Construct the SABRENet fi bre optic network U/way ❉  4.10

  Rollout advanced broadband infrastructure to encourage competitive U/way ❉  4.7

 broadband services for business

Lead – State Government, private sector

Wireless telecommunications

  Support extension of the Citilan network in the metropolitan area  3 ❉  4.7

and promote its commercial application 

Lead – private sector

Health

Maintaining and reconstructing general and mental health facilities 

  Continue to redevelop hospital and mental health facilities at Royal  U/way ❉ ❉ 1.16

Adelaide Hospital, Women and Children’s Hospital, Flinders Medical Centre, 

Lyell McEwin Hospital, Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Modbury Hospital, 

 Repatriation General Hospital

  Redevelop and improve plant, biomedical equipment and critical infrastructure 1 ❉ ❉ 2.2

Lead – State Government 

Primary health care centres

  Establish three mental health community rehabilitation facilities U/way ❉  2.2

  Establish primary health care centres in metropolitan Adelaide  2 ❉ ❉ 2.2

  Relocate ambulatory outpatient services to primary health care settings 2 ❉ ❉ 2.2

  Relocate state-wide drug and alcohol services 2  ❉ 2.2

  Establish Aboriginal step-down facilities 2  ❉ 6.1

Lead – State Government, private sector

Project Priority  2005/6– 2010/11– SASP 
   2009/10 2014/15 Targets
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Aged care facilities

  Provide more aged care facilities and services (residential and  2 ❉ ❉ 2.2

community aged care) to meet the needs of the ageing population

Lead – Australian Government, private sector

Workforce education training and research

  Build the Cancer Innovation Centre at Flinders Medical Centre 1 ❉  6.2

  Establish the Frome Road Biomedical Research Precinct (Florey Precinct) –  2  ❉ 6.2

National Centre for Generational Health

Lead – State Government, charitable sector

Community Services and Housing

Supported accommodation

 Redevelop the Strathmont Centre 1 ❉  6.5

 Redevelop the Cavan Training Centre  2  ❉ 2.8

  Renew accommodation for the Enfi eld and Gilles Plains Community  3  ❉ 6.4

Residential Care (CRC) Units

Lead – State Government

Justice and Emergency Services

Standard of SAPOL facilities 

  Construct new police stations at Golden Grove, Para Hills and Aldinga 1 ❉  2.8

Lead – State Government

Education and Training

Capacity of VET facilities

 Redevelop facilities for building trades at Marleston 1 ❉  4.10

 Develop hospitality training centre 1 ❉  6.15

 Develop a centre for veterinary and applied science at Gilles Plains 1 ❉  6.17

 Establish a maritime skills centre at Osborne 1 ❉
 Upgrade and reconfi gure Elizabeth TAFE and Noarlunga TAFE 2  ❉
 Establish a new TAFE campus in the southern suburbs 2  ❉
 Develop a centre of excellence in engineering at Regency Park 2  ❉

Lead – State Government, private sector

Higher education facilities

 Establish facilities for a fourth university 1 ❉  6.16

Lead – State Government

 Establish a new pre-university teaching facility at Flinders University 1 ❉  6.16

Lead – University sector

Demand for primary school facilities in urban fringe

  Rejuvenate local schools to support improved utilisation and intergration 2 ❉ ❉ 6.10

of services 

Lead – State Government

Project Priority  2005/6– 2010/11– SASP 
   2009/10 2014/15 Targets
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Science, Technology and Innovation

Centre for Excellence in Defence

 Establish a Centre for Excellence in Defence Industry Systems Capability U/way ❉  4.6

Lead – State Government

STI capabilities 

 Establish the science media centre U/way ❉  4.10

Lead – research sector, State Government

 Expand Thebarton Bioscience Precinct  U/way ❉  4.10

Lead – State Government

Manufacturing research capability

  Co-locate manufacturing research activities, including those of the CSIRO  2 ❉  4.6 

and University of South Australia in a new SA Mawson Centre for Advanced     4.10

 Manufacturing

Lead – State Government, research & private sectors    

Waste Management

Resource recovery and recycling capacity

  Identify and plan waste management, organic and resource recovery sites  1 ❉  3.11

Lead – local government, private sector

Recreation and Sport

Facilities to support national and international level events

 Develop a state aquatic centre at Marion (subject to Australian  1 ❉  2.2

 Government support)    2.7

 Redevelop the western grandstand at Adelaide Oval 3  ❉ 

 Continue the sustainable development of the state’s recreational trails network 3 ❉ ❉ 

  Provide accommodation in association with major sporting hubs 3  ❉
 (e.g. State Sports Park)

Lead – State Government, private sector

Arts, Culture and Heritage

Showcasing built form and public spaces in the CBD

 Continue to upgrade North Tce and Riverbank precincts U/way ❉  1.13

Lead – State Government, local government    4.1

Arts facilities

 Upgrade and refurbish the Adelaide Festival Centre 

  Stage 1 - Dunstan Playhouse 1 ❉  4.1

  Stages 2 & 3 - theatre and catering facilities 2  ❉ 4.1

 Upgrade the Adelaide Entertainment Centre 2 ❉ ❉ 4.1

Lead – State Government

Project Priority  2005/6– 2010/11– SASP 
   2009/10 2014/15 Targets
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Museum facilities

 Upgrade public galleries at the South Australian Museum 2 ❉  1.13

 Upgrade the Migration Museum 2  ❉ 1.13

Lead – State Government

Arts training facilities

  Construct a multimedia arts facility at Flinders University 3  ❉ 4.1

     4.9

Lead – university sector    4.10

Natural Assets

Sand replenishment on Adelaide’s beaches

  Implement the Living Coast Strategy including the metropolitan sand  U/way ❉ ❉ 1.16

management program

Lead – State Government, local government

Protection of Adelaide’s natural assets

 Implement the site master plan for Adelaide & Mount Lofty Botanic Gardens U/way ❉  1.13

 Protect and manage Adelaide’s parklands 1 ❉  2.1

  Protect and manage Adelaide’s natural assets and areas of signifi cant  2 ❉ ❉ 2.1

biodiversity

 Create the Greater Aldinga Conservation Park 3 ❉  2.1

Lead – State Government, local government    

Project Priority  2005/6– 2010/11– SASP 
   2009/10 2014/15 Targets
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 Area 102,650 km2 81,373 km2 85.9 km2 7,637.33 ha 770,772 ha 13,627.6 ha

   

 Population  2465 134 96 53 222 682

 Aged < 15 838 39 25 10 68 252

 Aged > 65 86 7 0 0 0 46

 Demographic  The populations of all of the lands are mobile, moving between family groups on and off the lands  

 trends and trends are diffi cult to predict.

Aboriginal 
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Yankunytjatjara 
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Maralinga 
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Principal Industries

Agriculture

Raukkan, Goreta and Koonibba farm sheep, cattle and dairy 

cows and have small capability for cropping.

Mimili has a commercial native garden venture providing 

bush tucker.

Yalata is mainly covered by native vegetation, but has one 

farming facility cleared for grain and sheep grazing.

Aquaculture and Fishing

Goreta has aquaculture leases and both Raukkan and Goreta 

have small commercial fi shing ventures.

Tourism

Raukkan and Goreta have guided tours and, along with 

Gerard and Koonibba, produce artefacts for the tourism 

market.

Small eco-type tourism ventures operate out of the remote 

homeland village Angitu on a part-time basis.

Oak Valley has guided tours by community members, a visitor 

centre and visitor accommodation. 

Iga Warta operates as a high quality accomodation and 

cultural learning centre. 

The Head of Bight is on Yalata Land and is a popular tourism 

stopover during winter months to see the Great Southern 

Right Whale, particularly the calving, from a viewing centre 

owned and operated by the community. Guided tours by 

community members or permits for self-guided tours to the 

Head of Bight are available.

There are signifi cant art and craft ventures at Pukatja and 

Kaltjiti.

Mining

In the past, opal mining has been carried out at Umoona. 

Opal mines operate at the Mintabie Precious Stones Field 

close to the township of Marla and on APY Lands. 

Deposits of minerals, gas, and possibly oil are known to exist 

on the APY Lands.

The MT Lands continue to be explored, but there are no 

current operational mining prospects.

Aboriginal Lands Trust (ALT) 

Land is vested in the Trust pursuant to the provisions of the 

Aboriginal Lands Trust Act 1996. The Trust leases land to 

Aboriginal communities located on the vested land.

Gerard: located on the Murray River outside the Berri 

Barmera Council boundaries. 

Raukkan: within the Meningie Council district and situated on 

the south-eastern bank of Lake Alexandrina.

Goreta: within the Maitland Council district 

and located on the coast north of Port Victoria.

 

Koonibba: within the Ceduna Council district, approximately 

45 km north-west of Ceduna.

Davenport: within the Port Augusta Council boundaries

– a stopover for travellers.

Umoona: within the Coober Pedy Council boundaries 

– a stopover for travellers from north and south.

Nepabunna: managed by Nepabunna Community Inc. 

under an ALT lease that expires in 2081. The main Copley to 

Balcanoona Road runs through the property and Nepabunna 

community living area. Iga Warta is a small (1 km2) excision 

from Nepabunna under separate management.

Yalata: managed by Yalata Community Inc. under an ALT 

lease that expires in 2077. Yalata Community operates 

the Yalata Land Management service. Yalata is the only 

community on this land.

Anangu Pitjantjatjara Yankunytjatjara Lands (APY)

Land management is the responsibility of the Executive Board 

of Anangu Pitjantjatjara (AP). AP holds inalienable freehold 

title under the Pitjantjatjara Land Rights Act 1981. A permit is 

required for public access.

Maralinga Tjarutja (MT) 

MT holds inalienable freehold title of the land under the 

Maralinga Tjarutja Land Rights Act 1984. Oak Valley is the 

only community living on the MT Lands. A permit is required 

for public access. 
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Infrastructure

Energy

All ALT communities, with the exception of Yalata, are 

connected to the main electricity grid system. Umoona is 

connected to the locally generated supply at Coober Pedy.

In Yalata, the APY Lands and Oak Valley, electricity is primarily 

generated using a series of diesel generators; however, 

Umuwa and Yunyarinyi receive electricity from Pukatja. Kalka 

receives electricity from Pipalyatjara.

The Central Power Station and supply network at Umuwa is 

being developed to replace the decentralised power system 

of fi ve small power stations in the APY Lands. A new $2.38 

million state-of-the-art power station, including solar inputs, 

has been constructed at Oak Valley. 

Water

Goreta and Davenport are connected to the main SA Water 

supply system.

Gerard and Raukkan draw water directly from the River 

Murray, which is fi ltered, stored and reticulated to the 

community.  The respective local district councils provide 

Koonibba and Umoona with water.

Groundwater is generally supplied to APY communities from 

bores located near that community. The water is then either 

gravity fed from the storage to the community or pumped via 

an overhead tank. UV treatment is currently being fi tted to a 

number of APY communities.

In MT, water is supplied from fi ve low-producing bores and 

carted by tanker to the community. In addition, rainwater is 

collected in a series of shed tanks scattered across the Lands 

and carted into the community. 

Water is supplied to Nepabunna from two bores and 

supplemented by rainwater. The water is UV treated and 

reticulated. 

Water at Yalata is supplied from two bores, treated by reverse 

osmosis and reticulated to the community via a dual supply 

system.

Transport

Roads in Mimili, Kaltjiti, Pukatja, Amata and Pipalyatjara are 

sealed while in Indulkana, Umuwa, Yunyarinyi and Kalka they 

are formed earth or graded tracks.

Roads through the MT community are either earth or graded 

tracks.

Local roads through the Yalata community are sealed and 

linked to the National Highway.

Some major airstips are currently being upgraded. Ongoing 

administrative, operational and minor maintenance services 

are provided to meet basic Civil Aviation Safety Authority 

standards. 70% of air passenger traffi c is health related. 

Land 

Integrated planning and development of Aboriginal 

communities’ built environments, particularly in areas 

outside council boundaries, is critical for broader Aboriginal 

social and economic development.  

Community layout plans have been completed for a small 

number of Aboriginal communities, including Kaltjiti and 

Kalka on the APY Lands. Pending Australian Government 

funding plans will be developed for the communities on 

Lands throughout the state. The State Government will be 

appointing a town planner to the APY lands.

Information and Communications Technology (ICT)

General telephone communications are connected to all 

ALT communities. Five rural transaction centres are being 

established across the APY lands.

Telstra provides telephone coverage across the APY Lands, 

including optic fi bre and tower systems.

The Eyre Regional Development Board attracted an Australian 

Government grant from the Outer Zone Communities 

Program for a satellite connection for Oak Valley, Yalata and 

the Scotdesco homeland. A proposal for broadband is being 

considered.



91

A
boriginal Lands

B U I L D I N G  S O U T H  A U S T R A L I A  -  I N F R A S T R U C T U R E

Health

Rural and remote Aboriginal communities have some 

different health service needs when compared to the rest of 

the community. These include many public health issues such 

as safe water supplies, food storage and handling facilities, 

transport and dust and disease control infrastructure.

Infrastructure requirements need to be determined in 

consultation with the local communities and may include 

development of primary health care centres, substance abuse 

rehabilitation centres, sport and recreation facilities.

Community Services and Housing

The Aboriginal Housing Authority of South Australia (AHA) 

deals with all Aboriginal housing in the state, including the 

Community Housing Program, homelands and the Urban 

Rental Program. The AHA is the result of a bilateral agreement 

between the State and Australian Governments. 

The AHA has been working with the Ceduna District Council 

to trial a transitional accommodation facility in Ceduna. This 

facility caters for people who would otherwise be living on the 

foreshore or causing overcrowding in the houses of relatives. 

It assists them in their movements between their remote 

communities of Yalata and Oak Valley.

Accommodation for community workers on the APY lands is 

also at a premium and additional houses are being built.

Justice and Emergency Services

Sworn police offi cers together with community constables, 

provide police services to Aboriginal communities.

Housing for police, upgrading of police facilities and new cells 

are being constructed on the APY lands.

Education and Training

All ALT communities, except Umoona, Davenport and Gerard, 

have primary schools with secondary education undertaken 

in major centres. Nepabunna’s school-aged children attend 

school at Leigh Creek, although there is a school facility at the 

community. 

On the MT Lands, Oak Valley has a school that was upgraded 

in 2004. 

The APY Lands has access to education through the 

Department of Education and Children’s Services (DECS) 

and the Aboriginal Lands District, Child Parent Centre (CPC). 

Secondary education exists at Indulkana, Mimili, Fregon, 

Kenmore Park, Ernabella, Amata, Murputja, Pipalyatjara and 

Wataru communities. Further, the Aboriginal Lands provide 

a secondary school boarding program for up to 55 students 

in Adelaide through the Wiltja program at Woodville High 

School. Yalata and Oak Valley schools are also part of the 

Wiltja program.

A multi-purpose community centre is being developed at 

Yalata to provide training facilities for youth and community 

members.

Two pools are due to be constructed and managed by DECS 

to assist in addressing health and atendance issues. TAFE has 

instituted a mobile unit that conducts training throughout 

the APY lands.

Waste Management 

Aboriginal lands communities are predominately serviced by 

STEDs or are connected to the SA Water sewerage system.

Natural Assets

Many parts of the Lands vested in the state’s three Aboriginal 

landholding authorities have natural and cultural heritage 

sites of Aboriginal cultural signifi cance, archaeologically and 

scientifi cally signifi cant sites and rare or threatened fl ora and 

fauna.

The Yalata Lands adjoin various land and sea protected areas 

and were proclaimed as an Indigenous Protected Area by the 

Yalata Community Council and the ALT in October 1999.

Parts of the MT property are under consideration by their 

traditional owners as Indigenous Protected Areas, as they 

border the unnamed conservation park that is jointly 

managed with National Parks and Wildlife SA.

In the Watarru community, the Kanyini land management 

program is continuing to protect rock holes from feral 

animals to save threatened species and muster camels.
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Energy

Electricity supply capacity

  Complete development of the power station and associated transmission  U/way ❉  5.11

network at Umuwa

* Lead – State Government

Water

Quantity and quality of water supply

  Identify and develop sustainable long-term water supply sources for  2 ❉ ❉ 6.1

all communities

Lead – State Government

Transport

Standard of airstrips at remote Aboriginal communities 

  Undertake upgrade of selected airstrips on the APY Lands U/way ❉  5.11

Lead – State Government

Health

Chronic substance abuse in the APY Lands 

  Implement the plan for a substance abuse rehabilitation facility for the APY  U/way ❉  6.1

 Lands

Lead – State and Australian Governments

Aboriginal wellbeing centres

  Implement a collaborative whole-of-government approach to the use of  1 ❉  6.1

infrastructure for the provision of health and related services

Lead – Australian Government, State Government

Housing

Housing

  Supply housing to community members on all Aboriginal Lands  U/way ❉ ❉ 6.1

  Invest in government housing to service Aboriginal communities on  U/way ❉ ❉ 1.18

an ongoing basis, depending on specifi c service provision requirements 

of government

Lead – State and Australian Governments

*  Lead – lead responsibility for promoting, developing and evaluating the project. 

#  Priority – preliminary rankings. Priority numbers do not represent a fi nal commitment by the State Government or other lead 

entities. See the Delivering the Plan section for further details.

Project Priority # 2005/6– 2010/11– SASP 
   2009/10 2014/15 Targets

Projects
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Justice

Infrastructure to support the police presence on APY Lands

  Upgrade police stations and holding cells across APY lands U/way ❉  1.18

Lead – State Government

Education and Training

Swimming facilities

 Construct swimming pools in the APY lands 1 ❉  2.7

Lead – State Government, Australian Government

Maintenance of education facilities

  Assess and prioritise the work needed at schools across the Aboriginal lands. 2 ❉  6.14

Lead – State Government

Project Priority  2005/6– 2010/11– SASP 
   2009/10 2014/15 Targets
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