23RD WORLD SCOUT JAMBOREE
AUSTRALIAN CONTINGENT
Bulletin 2

September 2014

To: All Australian Contingent Members
CC: Branch Chief Commissioners
Branch International Commissioners

FROM THE CONTINGENT LEADER
It is hard to believe that we are now less than 12 months away from
the 23rd World Scout Jamboree! Since the last Bulletin I have
enjoyed a six week holiday away from the phone and computer.
During this time, I had the great privilege to meet Scouts from
around Australia and overseas at a large number of Scouting events.
It has been particularly great to see the Australian Contingent badge
worn so proudly on so many uniforms, and I hope that you can also
use the badge to help advertise the great opportunities that exist for
International Scouting with your friends.
During my travel I attended both the Iceland National Jamboree and the VCP German National Jamboree.
These events highlighted the passion and enthusiasm for international friendship that is unique to Scouting
around the world. The diversity of ideas and activities on offer from different countries is an important part
of international Scouting and I look forward to sharing this experience with the rest of the Australian
Contingent in Japan next year.
Our preparations for Japan have been accelerating in recent months with several significant payments
having been paid by the Contingent. I am pleased to announce that Qantas is now confirmed for providing
all of our flights on our journey to Japan. This will include both our domestic connections in Australia and
our international flights to Japan. Many of our other tour plans in Japan are also in the final stages of
confirmation and I look forward to sharing more details of these activities as we get closer to our
departure.

I would like to thank everyone for their cooperation with returning their second payment form, travel form
and questionnaire to the Contingent before the end of June. As you can imagine, there is a huge amount of
preparation involved to support a Contingent of this size. Unfortunately, the Contingent is still waiting on
many dozens of forms to be returned. It is absolutely essential that everyone is prompt in responding to
these actions. Your assistance is very much appreciated in helping us to have all outstanding forms
returned as a matter of urgency.
The Contingent Team will be reading the questionnaires over the next couple of months as we finalise the
allocations of patrols. For this event, the Australian Contingent has 28 patrols in 7 troops. Each patrol will
have 8 or 9 youth members from around Australia with a mix of males and females, a mix of ages and
experiences, and a mix of different Branches. Everyone will have the ability to meet new friends from
around Australia, even before we arrive at the Jamboree site!
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Over the next few months, your local International Commissioner will be in contact with you with details of
the Branch Interviews. These sessions provide a more detailed discussion on the expectations of travelling
overseas with Scouts. They are also an excellent opportunity to meet other members of the Australian
Contingent and to ask questions about the World Scout Jamboree experience. Some sessions may have
volunteers from past World Scout Jamborees that can help to explain what you can expect in Japan. Several
adults on the Contingent have also been to previous events and will be happy to discuss the event.
I hope that everyone has begun practising using their chopsticks! This skill will be particularly useful when
we are in Japan. Nick has also prepared some more information on Japanese culture for you to read later in
this bulletin. There is a sample of Japanese Greetings for you to learn as well. Everyone is encouraged to
practice these basic phrases to help them during their time in Japan, and especially during the Home
Hospitality. We will be adding more vocabulary each Bulletin to help improve your Japanese skills.
The very latest information about the Jamboree site and the activities has been included in this bulletin.
Justine has also prepared some helpful information on health and fitness that will be very important.
Summer in Japan can be very hot, and being as fit as possible will be key to having an enjoyable Jamboree.
No doubt everyone is keeping very busy with their fundraising. I certainly know that the Contingent Team is
working hard to ensure that the preparations for our journey are well on track. Good luck with your own
preparations and I shall look forward to sending the next update later this year.
Aaron Wardle
0421 076 497
wjcontingentleader@scouts.com.au

FROM THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSIONER OF AUSTRALIA
Welcome to the second edition of the Australian Contingent Bulletin for the World Scout Jamboree!
Like me, I know you are excited, if not honoured, to be part of Australia's largest ever Contingent to a
World Scout Jamboree. It is also a truly national Contingent, with representatives from every Branch of
Scouts Australia. The Scout Association of Japan is as much looking forward to receiving our large
Contingent, as we are to attending this wonderful event.
We are privileged to have such a strong Management Team leading our Contingent. Collectively, and
individually, they offer an extraordinary amount of experience, knowledge and talent. Our Contingent will
be in very good hands.
With the 23rd World Scout Jamboree only 12 months away, more and more information is becoming
available. As a member of our Contingent, it is your responsibility to keep yourself as well informed as
possible. These quarterly bulletins are only one source of information. For more details, I strongly urge you
to visit the Scouts Australia website at www.wsj2015.scouts.com.au. I hope you will find the Frequently
Asked Questions as informative as I have.
Until the next Bulletin, enjoy your Scouting!
Neville Tomkins
int.comm@scouts.com.au
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SHANE TROYAHN

NICK BENNETT
Nick is currently a Venturer Scout in Sydney
North and has recently completed both his
Queen’s Scout Award and Gold Duke of
Edinburgh Award before celebrating his 18th
birthday later this month!
Nick has attended Jamborees in Australia and
Sweden and has considerable experience in Japan
on a range of exchange programs.
Nick is currently a member of the National Youth
Council and has also completed the Mawson
Scholarship in Leadership.

Shane is an Assistant Group Leader in Brisbane
and has previously attended Jamborees in
Australia, UK, Ireland and Sweden.
Shane was on the Jamboree Planning Team for
the 22nd World Scout Jamboree in the role of
Sub Camp Leader and has great experience
working with international events.
Shane will be responsible for supporting each
Troop by sourcing the necessary equipment and
other items needed throughout our journey.

TRAVEL PLANS
Our pre‐Jamboree camp in Japan is taking shape with most of our accommodation, transport and activities
now booked. When in Tokyo, we will be staying at the National Olympics Memorial Youth Centre (NYC). The
NYC has shared rooms with 2 or 4 beds each, a large gymnasium, discussion rooms for each Troop, a
laundry and lots of open space.
After leaving Tokyo, we will be travelling via Kyoto and Osaka where we will be staying in local youth
hostels. We will also be enjoying a night in a traditional temple at Mt Koya where all Contingent members
will be sleeping on tatami mats and fed a traditional Buddhist dinner and breakfast.
Transport will include a mix of buses, trains and a ride on the shinkansen.
Activities planned include white water rafting, a visit to the Tokyo Sky Tree, an excursion to Mt Fuji, and a
day at Universal Studios.
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CONTINGENT LEADER’S FAVOURITE FACTS
The shinkansen is a high speed rail service (bullet
train) that connects most of Japan’s major cities.
The trains travel at speeds of up to 320 km/h and
are a very comfortable and efficient way to move
long distances in Japan.
The Australian Contingent will be travelling on the
shinkansen as part of our pre‐Jamboree camp.

HEALTH AND FITNESS
Dr Justine Douthwaite
Health and Welfare Officer
justinedouthwaite@gmail.com
Japan has world class medical facilities and you can drink the water, two huge ticks in my book! There are
certainly things to consider though.


It is not our plan to exclude anyone from participating in any part of the WSJ2015 on the basis of
medical issues, if at all possible, so please let us know everything on your medical forms. We will be
asking for them to be updated closer to departure.



If you have special requirements please make contact with me early. I may contact you directly if there
is something on your form that may need to be worked out. Remember the Jamboree involves
camping and the sites are not powered. If this could present a problem, let us know asap so we can
start working on a solution.



We are hoping to take into account all of the special diets we know about, and if we can group people
with particular dietary requirements together, we will certainly try.



Summers in Japan are very hot and humid and drinking plenty of fluids is a must. The average
temperature during the day is 31°C only dropping to 24°C in the evenings. Humidity is an average of
75% and the average rainfall is ten days per month. Add to this the Jamboree site spread over several
kilometres. The fitter we all are, the better we will cope. If you are not regularly exercising 3‐4 times a
week, now is the time to start adding regular walks into your schedule.



Japan has some strict laws about what medications can be brought into the country. Strong pain‐killers
and some medications for sleep or anxiety may not be allowed in without prior approval. Cold and flu
tablets containing pseudoephedrine are not allowed. If you plan on bringing anything aside from just
paracetamol (panadol) or ibuprofen (nurofen), please have a look at the Japanese Embassy’s website to
ensure you comply with their laws:
http://www.au.emb‐japan.go.jp/en/visa/medicine.html



Since the leaders will remind all the Scouts and Venturers constantly, I may as well start now… wash
your hands, cover your cough, change your underwear daily and repeat!
“There is always a solution‐ just keep thinking.*”
*This usually works…
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JAPANESE CULTURE
Nick Bennett
Assistant Contingent Leader
It seems like only last week I was writing my first bulletin entry, which shows how quickly the time will pass
before we are off to Japan in just under a year’s time. In this edition I want to talk about one of the most
exciting parts of the Japanese experience… the food! Some things won’t be for everyone, but it is very
important to be adventurous and try new things. Japanese food isn’t just Sushi!
わしょく

Food – 和食
During our pre‐tour you will have the opportunity to try a wide range of different food. Some days you will
even be given an allowance to buy your own meals and snacks. Generally, food in Japan is fairly inexpensive
and the portions are large. Bento boxes are a common Japanese lunch, which will include a whole range of
smaller serves of different foods. There are often many condiments, ranging from the standard soy sauce
(Shōyu) and Wasabi (don’t confuse it with Avocado!) to radishes and other sides.
One of the things I love about dining in Japan is the super detailed, plastic models of the meals which are
displayed in the shop window. You can know exactly what you are ordering which avoids any confusion.
Eating
If you don't know how to use chopsticks yet, I strongly encourage you to give them a go within the next few
months. You don't want to be that person who has to keep on asking for a knife and fork! The trip will be so
much smoother if you can use chopsticks well, and you can fully enjoy all the delicious Japanese food. It is
quite common to have a few larger, shared dishes, so make sure you recognise the difference between
serving chopsticks and your own personal chopsticks.
Before beginning a meal, it is customary to say “Itadakimasu – いただきます” (I gratefully receive) and
“Gochisōsama – ごちそうさま” (Thank you for the meal) once you have finished eating.
In some more traditional Restaurants and many homes, you will sit on the traditional ‘Tatami’ mats
(Bamboo mats) on which you will be required to remove your shoes and sit around a low table. The
Japanese are very accommodating, so don't worry if you struggle to sit on the floor. I will talk more about
removing shoes and other etiquettes in later bulletins.
Vending Machines – Jidō hanbaiki
One of the most noticeable things when visiting Japan is the amount of Vending machines! With an
estimated one vending machine for every twenty‐three people, they are truly everywhere. You can buy so
many things from vending machines. There will be a competition for finding the weirdest vending machine
on our pre‐tour, so make sure you check them out. They provide a great option for snacks and drinks.
If you have never had the chance to go to a Japanese restaurant then try and get to one before we leave.
You will get a chance to figure out what you like and also try something you have never had before, not to
mention some good practice with the chopsticks.
I hope you are all as excited as I am! I am sure the next year will fly by.
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JAMBOREE SITE
ACTIVITIES

WORLD SCOUT CENTRE

SUB CAMPS

ARENA

A large number of onsite activities are located
throughout the Jamboree site including the
Global Development Village, Culture and Science
modules. There is a wide range of free time
activities available and plenty of space to try new
games with friends you meet from around the
world. We will also be organising our traditional
Jamboree Ashes cricket match against England in
an attempt to retain the trophy for another four
years.

The Australian Contingent HQ and Display will be
located in the World Scout Centre in the middle
of the Jamboree site.

The Jamboree site has 12 Sub Camps for
participants. The Australian Contingent will have
seven Troops camped in different Sub Camps and
each will be surrounded by other Troops from all
over the world.

The Main Arena will be near the North Gate in
close proximity to most of the Sub Camps. This is
where the Opening and Closing Ceremony will be
held.

The Australian Contingent will also have 2 Troops
camped in the Adult Camp Area for the IST and
Contingent Team.

HOSPITAL

PLAZA
The Plaza is home to numerous shops and
displays as well as the traditional food houses
from many overseas countries.
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The onsite hospital will be located in the north of
the Jamboree site.

JAMBOREE PROGRAM
OFFSITE

ONSITE

Community
Enjoy your day offsite in the
local community of Yamaguchi
to learn the Japanese culture
through a program of service
with local people and students.
The day may also include a
hiking activity with the local
students.

Global Development Village
The GDV allows Scouts to
deepen their understanding of
peace, health, environment,
development, human rights,
and disaster prevention.

Culture
A half day activity designed to
discover and respect the
differences and similarities of
each culture through working
with multinational Scouts.

Nature
See
the
importance
of
biodiversity and learn the
respect for nature through
activities such as a tracking hike
at Mt Fujio, climbing at Seminar
Park, or exploring the limestone
caves at Shuhodo.

Science
Learn the diversity of the
“Cutting Edge of Japan” by
learning about the mechanism
of familiar devices such as
computers and mobile phones.

Free Time Activity
Visit the World Scout Center,
complete
the
Jamboree
Friendship Award, reflect at the
Faith and Beliefs activity, and
many other opportunities.

Hiroshima Peace Programme
Visit the Hiroshima Peace Park
and museum, attend a poetry
recital and join in many kinds of
activities including traditional
origami (paper craft). There will
also be “Messengers of Peace”
booths at the Jamboree site.

Cultural Exchange Day
Attend
the
inter‐religious
ceremony, and then use the
day to share your national
foods before joining the
afternoon arena celebration.

Water
This activity will be a great
opportunity to participate in a
variety of beach activities either
offsite at a range of nearby
locations or onsite at our very
own beach including use of the
swimming pool and a selection
of boating activities.

Ceremony
The arena will be home to the
Opening
and
Closing
performances as well as daily
shows welcoming visitors to the
Jamboree.
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ONLINE PROFILE
The online registration system enables the Contingent to manage the needs and requirements of all
participants while we are away in Japan. It is therefore important that you login to update any changes to
your medical details, emergency contacts or other personal information as soon as they change. This will
help us to ensure that our preparations will be as accurate as possible.

DEFINITIONS
Contingent ID
Branch

The three digit number as displayed on your address label and is the same as the last
three digits of your online registration number.
The state or territory that you are registered with as a member of Scouting.

PASSPORTS
If you do not already have a passport that is valid until at least March 2016, you should now consider
submitting an application for a new Passport. Passport details will be required to be entered into the online
registration system by the end of this year.

JAPANESE GREETINGS あいさつ
Below are some useful phrases you can use while travelling in Japan and at the Jamboree:
Good morning

おはようございます

Ohayō gozaimasu

Good afternoon

こんにちは

Konnichiwa

Good evening

こんばんは

Konbanwa

Goodbye

さようなら

Sayōnara

Good night

おやすみなさい

Oyasuminasai

Nice to meet you

はじめまして

Hajime mashite

How are you?

お元気ですか？

Ogenki desuka?

I am fine

私は元気です

Watashi wa genki desu

My name is (name)

わたしは (name) です

Watashi wa (name) desu

What is your name?

お名前は？

Onamae wa?

I am Australian

わたしは オーストラリア から
来ました

Watashi wa Ōsutoraria jin desu

Where are you from?

どこの出身ですか？

Doko kara desu ka?

Thank you

ありがとう

Arigatō

You can also visit the Contingent website for some extra information on pronunciation in Japanese!
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IST OPPORTUNITIES CATALOGUE
Being a member of the International Services Team (IST) provides participants with a wonderful
opportunity to assist in the management of this major Scouting event. IST participants work in a truly
international environment with the opportunity to establish lifelong friendships with other IST participants
from around the world.
The Jamboree Organising Committee has published an “IST Opportunities Catalogue” of specific roles that
are available for members of the IST. Please read this document carefully, and then complete the selection
form and return to the Contingent in the Reply Paid envelope provided no later than 30 September 2014.
The IST role preferences will be submitted to Japan to assist the host country in their deliberations. Please
remember that it is the host country that determines IST placement. We are unable to guarantee
allocation to desired departments or areas of work. As well, some positions require specific qualifications
and it is anticipated that IST members will be requested to forward relevant documentation to the
Jamboree Office via the Australian Contingent. We are hoping to have confirmation of your final
assignments before we depart for Japan. However, experience from past World Scout Jamborees would
suggest this may not be the case in all instances. General enquiries regarding IST roles can be directed to
Harry Long at harrylong@adam.com.au.
We have received advice from Sam Adcock, Australian National Coordinator, JOTA and JOTI, that the world
JOTA coordinator is interested in hearing from qualified IST participants (those with a licence in amateur
radio) who might be interested in assisting with these activities at the Jamboree. If you are interested and
suitably qualified please contact Sam directly at jota.joti@scouts.com.au. (Remember, that an expression
of interest does not guarantee a position on this team.)

INTERNATIONAL PEN‐PAL PROGRAM
The International Pen‐Pal Program offers a means of communicating with other Scouts abroad and is a
great way to prepare for your experience in Japan. As well as exchanging emails, international Pen‐Pals can
talk to each other on Skype, and even share photos and videos using any number of online social
networking tools.
Any Scouts Australia member is eligible to apply for a Pen‐Pal. Adequate measures are in place to
thoroughly verify your registration and then find you an overseas pen‐pal.
You can register your interest on the Scouts Australia website:
www.international.scouts.com.au/programs‐in‐australia/penpal‐program
and you can even request a Scout from Japan if you would like to learn more about our destination.
Please note: If you are successful in connecting with a Japanese Scout through the Pen‐Pal program, the
Contingent will NOT be able to coordinate any meetings at the World Scout Jamboree nor as part of our pre‐
assigned Home Hospitality program.
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TENTS AND CAMPING EQUIPMENT
The Australian Contingent will be having all of our tents delivered directly to the Jamboree site to avoid the
need to carry these on the flight or during our pre‐Jamboree camp. We will also be supplying every
participant with a self‐inflating sleeping mat for use in the tents. These mats help to fit everyone in the
tents by having the same size sleeping area. The sleeping mats can be kept after the Jamboree, however it
will be your personal responsibility to carry these in your own travel bag if you wish to bring them home (so
make sure there is some empty space in your bag before you leave Australia!)

AKUBRA SIZING
All Contingent members will be issued with one (1) Contingent Akubra as part of your Contingent kit.
REMEMBER – Please choose sizes that you think will fit when we depart Australia and not necessarily
what you fit now. There will be only very limited opportunities to exchange sizes prior to departure.
Akubra hats are sized and ordered by cm circumference of the wearer’s head. The head is measured using a
dress‐makers tape, wrapped across the bare forehead and just above the ears. The measurement is
rounded up to the next largest full cm (E.G. 57½cm head measurement is ordered as a 58cm hat).
International Hat Size Conversion Chart
AKUBRA
53
54
55
56
57
(cm):
approx:
XS
S
M
UK hat:
6½
6⅝
6¾
6⅞
7
US hat:
6⅝
6¾
6⅞
7
7⅛

58

59

60

L
7⅛
7¼

61

62

XL
7¼
7⅜

7⅜
7½

63
XXL

7½
7⅝

7⅝
7¾

7¾
7⅞

SHIRT SIZING
All Contingent members will be issued with two (2) polo style Contingent Shirts as part of your Contingent
kit.
REMEMBER – Please choose sizes that you think will fit when we depart Australia and not necessarily
what you fit now. There will be only very limited opportunities to exchange sizes prior to departure.
How to calculate your shirt size
Take a shirt from your wardrobe and lay it flat on the table.
Smooth it out with no wrinkles.
Measure from just under the sleeve seam, across the chest to the other sleeve
seam. This is a half chest measurement.
Below are half chest measurements from Children’s size 12 to Adult’s size 5XL.
All measurements should be rounded up to the next largest size.
(E.G. 56cm half chest measurement is ordered as an L shirt).
SHIRTS:

12

14

16

S

M

L

XL

2XL

3XL

4XL

5XL

½ Chest:

44cm

46cm

49cm

52cm

55cm

58cm

62cm

65cm

71cm

75cm

79cm
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AUSTRALIAN CONTINGENT BADGES
All Contingent Members will receive a second Australian Contingent Badge during our gear distribution
next year. Additional badges for swapping can be ordered for $2 each using the Contingent Gear Order
Form enclosed with this Bulletin. (All additional badges ordered will be delivered to you as part of the
normal gear distribution.)

THIRD INSTALMENT
All members of the Contingent will have a Statement and Payment Form included with this Bulletin.
It is absolutely important that all members with an outstanding balance return these forms in the Reply
Paid envelope provided to confirm their payment method.
The Contingent uses these forms to correctly reconcile the payments made (esp. EFT) and ensure they are
correctly allocated to each member.

CONTINGENT VACANCIES
Since the last Bulletin, the Australian Contingent has received notice of three youth members that are now
withdrawing from the Contingent. As such, we have three vacancies currently available for additional youth
members that may like to join our journey to Japan. Please encourage anyone that may be interested in
these positions to contact Aaron Wardle (wjcontingentleader@scouts.com.au or 0421 076 497) as soon as
possible for further information about the registration process and payment arrangements. These places
are likely to be very popular, so act quickly. Once these positions are filled, the Australian Contingent will
be unable to accept additional positions beyond this number.

CHECKLIST
Before 30 September 2014:
ALL YOUTH MEMBERS return your Youth Member Questionnaire (if you haven’t already done so)
ALL CONTINGENT MEMBERS return your Travel Form (if you haven’t already done so)
ALL CONTINGENT MEMBERS return your Contingent Gear Order Form
ALL CONTINGENT MEMBERS return your Third Payment Form (unless you have a $0 balance)
ALL IST return your IST Selection Form

ATTACHMENTS





Third Payment Form
Contingent Gear Order Form
IST Opportunities Catalogue and IST Selection Form (IST only)
Reply Paid Envelope
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