
 

 

Bruny Island Ferry Reference Group 

Communique #12 

15th May 2019 

The Bruny Island Ferry Reference Group, chaired by Mr Trevor Adams met for the 12th time on 

Wednesday the 15th May 2019 at the Health Centre at Alonnah. 

The Department of State Growth’s “Stage 2” infrastructure upgrades for Roberts Point will 

commence work later in May 2019. The upgrades will include the extending and sealing of the gravel 

all-day parking area, building a queuing overflow area and vehicle turning circle, and applying a final 

pavement seal with new line markings. Information on the upgrades is available via the State Roads 

website: https://www.transport.tas.gov.au/road/projects/brunyferryterminals 

The community are asked to be patient during this time as new procedures come into place for 

loading the ferries. Please think about the risk and safety to drivers and passengers before jumping 

the queue when the ferries are busy. The SeaLink staff are doing their best to manage through the 

upgrades. 

SeaLink confirmed it has signed a contract for the build of a second new ferry with Richardson 

Devine Marine in Hobart. The second new ferry will be a fast, low wash, low emission ferry delivered 

by March 2021, have a 195-passenger capacity, have a passenger lounge, provide for 36 vehicles and 

have toilets on board. The two new vessels plan to operate on a 20-minute cycle and provide more 

frequent services to and from Bruny Island. SeaLink plan to retain four vessels in the region. 

Richardson Devine Marine have commenced the first ferry which is due in service late in 2019. 

SeaLink also announced it had completed a feasibility study for the potential “electrification” of the 

ferries. SeaLink is working with Tas Networks, the Department of State Growth and the Australian 

Renewable Energy Agency to prove the viability of the electric ferry option. Should SeaLink be 

successful in attracting support, the Bruny Island service could be the only destination in the 

Southern Hemisphere with a sustainable electric ferry service totally supported by renewable 

batteries. The modelling is based on the only other ferry service in operation, in Norway. 

SeaLink are seeking involvement from community groups for naming of the two new ferries. At the 

next ferry reference meeting the Committee have been asked to table a list of potential names for 

the ferries. Please pass on community names through the Ferry Reference Committee members and 

SeaLink will establish a formal process for naming of the ferries at the next meeting. 

In the January to March quarter SeaLink carried more than 53,000 vehicles to Bruny Island covering 

a very busy holiday time for residents, families, shack owners and visitors. SeaLink utilized the three 

boats throughout the period and undertook more services than ever before.  

SeaLink are continuing to plan for ticketing improvements and plan to implement on-line ticket sales 

(tickets valid for 30 days) in July. These tickets are not connected with any particular ferry departure 

time and can be used anytime over the 30-day validity period. Initial planning has commenced for 

this. SeaLink also plan to introduce some trials of “pre booked departures” once the State Growth 

works are complete later in August and September and will advertise these extensively. These trials 

are designed to ‘test’ the response to booked departures, how they are taken up and what problems 

/ issues may arise through this trial. The trial will only be in place for short periods for those 

https://www.transport.tas.gov.au/road/projects/brunyferryterminals


 

 

customers who want to book. A review will be undertaken with the Ferry Reference Committee 

before any further stages are implemented. 

The new winter timetable commences 3rd June. The winter timetable currently advertised will be 

amended to include extra sailings to/from the island up until 10am. Ferries will depart Kettering 

every 30min from 6:30am up to & including 9:30am, on the hour thereafter. The 6.30am service off 

Bruny Island will continue Monday to Friday. 

The Mirambeena will be slipped at the Domain Slipway for maintenance between 23rd June and 1st 

August, so the Moongalba and Bowen will be operating throughout this period on the winter 

schedule. The Mirambeena will have extensive required and preventative maintenance and repair 

work during this period and we look forward to welcoming her back in early August. 

During the Dark Mofo Winter Festival SeaLink are offering residents/shack owners the opportunity 

to travel to the event and if there is demand, SeaLink will offer an evening ferry for the return 

service on the 14th and 21st June. Residents and Shack Owners wanting to travel to Dark Mofo and 

who plan to travel on late ferries, back to Bruny Island must book so we know you will be travelling. 

Please register your interest through the ticket booth at Kettering as soon as your able.  

SeaLink reported that there were only a couple of resident/landowner vehicle sticker renewals 

outstanding and SeaLink is working with the Tasmanian Government on these. 

SeaLink are undertaking renovations in the Gateway Information Centre in Kettering and will look to 

establish an improved office and customer environment. 

The Next Meeting is planned for Wednesday July 3rd 2019. 


