
 

 

Bruny Island Ferry Reference Committee 

Communique #13 

2nd July 2019  

The Bruny Island Ferry Reference Group chaired by Mr Trevor Adams met for the 13th time on 

Tuesday the 2nd July 2019 at the Health Centre at Alonnah. 

The Department of State Growth’s “Stage 2” infrastructure upgrades for Roberts Point continue into 

July 2019. The upgrades will include the extending and sealing of the gravel all-day parking area, 

building a queuing overflow area and vehicle turning circle, and applying a final pavement seal with 

new line markings. Information on the upgrades is available via the State Roads website: 

https://www.transport.tas.gov.au/road/projects/brunyferryterminals 

SeaLink confirmed that general ferry travel has fallen from 900 vehicles a day in the peak, to an 

average winter season around 300 vehicles day in May and June. Overall ferry travel to Bruny Island 

is up 3.85% on 2018. SeaLink now have in excess of 35 staff, many remain on contract until we can 

secure a stronger winter season and the growing southern Tasmania aquaculture industry is 

providing support for this. SeaLink is working with the aquaculture sector in an effort to secure 

enough work to retain staff for 12 months a year and bring more staff into permanent roles. The 

local team have been very strong operationally and have dealt with varied issues in the period 

including preparing for the Mirambeena’s out of water work, strong wind and weather on the water, 

and confirming the last remaining resident and BI stickers.  

The first day of the winter timetable and June long weekend caught us by surprise and we had some 
significant learnings in this period, considering this was the first ever transition to a winter timetable 
SeaLink had managed. Adjustments were made quickly to bring additional vessels and crew when 
queues did extend quickly and SeaLink learnt from this period.  We did our best to manage through 
this and there have been no further incidents outside general delays associated with the 
infrastructure. SeaLink acknowledge that it needs to make as few timetable changes as possible and 
is trying its best to settle the timetable around seasonal, business (vessel slipping) and changing needs. 
 
SeaLink have agreed to lease the old ferry terminal to berth the Bowen just 100 metres from the ferry 
terminal. This will provide a long-term solution to berthing the vessel near our operations and will 
remove operational difficulties of not having berthing facilities for vessels on site. SeaLink are also 
undergoing renovations of the office and customer centre at The Gateway Information Centre and 
this should be complete by mid-July and have completed upgrades to toilet facilities at Roberts Point. 
 
Extensive planning has gone into the slipping for MV Mirambeena in July and as a result SeaLink have 
had to again adjust the timetable, however the 30-minute schedule appears to be meeting the 
community need well. The renewal of Mirambeena is extensive and the community will see a 
considerable change to her on her return. Works already undertaken including acid wash, replacement 
of leaking and corroded hydraulic piping and fittings, preservation of corroded deck plating and over 
the next month considerable replacement of mechanical, drive and electrical systems will take place 
securing her for the next two years of operation. We have made a safety and risk management 
decision to return the lower deck to three lanes, to improve passenger and vehicular movement on 
the lower deck. As a result, this will reduce capacity by an estimated four vehicles. 
 
SeaLink are meeting regularly with Richardson Devine Marine (Hobart) on the new builds and strong 
progress on vessel no 1 has been achieved. SeaLink are seeking input from the community on the 
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naming of the vessels, so please bring forward suggested names through the ferry committee 
members, your community groups or to the next Ferry Reference Committee meeting?  
 
Finally, SeaLink are planning to implement online and pre purchased ticket sales from the week 
commencing July 21st. This will include both single tickets and multi tickets.  Individual tickets will be 
able to be used on any service, valid for 30 days and the multi tickets will be able to be used for twelve 
months. This will not only improve service to locals and visitors to Bruny Island but increase speed 
through the Kettering ticket booth as more people will have pre-paid tickets. Once launched, SeaLink 
will establish Visitor Information Centres and key tourism agents to pre purchase tickets. 
 
The Next Meeting of the Ferry Reference Committee is planned for 13th August at 8.30am at the North 
Bruny Hall and the Committee determined that there will be a community morning tea at 10.30am 
following the next meeting for SeaLink and the Ferry Reference Committee to respond to any 
community questions about the ferry services. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


