
PROCEDURAL 
PROTOCOLS 
Bruny Island Ferry Reference Group 

Introduction 

The purpose of these protocols is to facilitate the fulfilment by the Bruny Island Ferry 
Reference Group (BIFRG) of the functions given to it by its Terms of Reference.  

The protocols were developed cooperatively over a number of meetings, and were 
unanimously agreed by all members. They reflect an ongoing shared commitment of all group 
members to work together, for the benefit of Bruny Islanders, and all ferry users. 

These protocol supplement, and should be read alongside, the Terms of Reference. 

Procedural Protocols 

 
1. Members agree that mutual courtesy and respect are of utmost importance. All 

members agree to treat each other with respect and courtesy, both during and 
outside of meetings. 
 

2. Members agree to respect the Chair’s role of ensuring compliance with these 
protocols and the Terms of Reference. 
 

3. Where reasonably practicable, SeaLink and the Department of State Growth should 
consult with or inform the Ferry Reference Group about future changes to the 
operation of the Bruny Island ferry service which may have a significant impact on 
the community.  
 

4. Members agree that changes to the service may be required in circumstances where 
there is no reasonable opportunity to consult. 
 

5. Members agree that the Ferry Reference Group may be consulted or informed 
about ferry operation matters out-of-session, including via email or teleconference. 
 

6. Where possible, State Growth will distribute an agenda to members at least five 
business days before a meeting. Any member may ask the Chair to add an item to 
the agenda for a meeting. 

 

 

 



 

7. SeaLink and State Growth will endeavour to provide members with supporting 
documentation ahead of meetings where it can help facilitate the discussion of a 
particular topic. Where supporting documentation is provided, it is intended that it 
will give members a reasonable opportunity to consider and reflect upon matters 
that will be put to them at the next meeting. 

 
8. State Growth will make best endeavours to distribute draft minutes and 

communique to members no later than ten business days after a meeting. Where 
this timeframe cannot be achieved, State Growth will prioritise the distribution and 
publication of the communique.  
 

9. Members agree to respect the confidentiality of specific topics as requested by other 
members.  
 

10. Except for information that is in draft form or expressly stated as being confidential 
or commercial-in-confidence, all matters discussed in meetings may be shared 
externally.  
 

Agreed 19 August 2020 
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