
RISING STARS

GALA CONCERT

RECITAL HALL WEST
730PM, THURSDAY 8 OCTOBER
2026

SCAN HERE FOR
PROGRAM



THE RISING STARS PROGRAM

Rising Stars is a dynamic music education program that nurtures gifted school-aged
instrumentalists and composers. Through expert tuition, academic development, and weekly public
performances, it aims to help young music students grow both as artists and individuals.

Rising Stars has two streams, Classical and Jazz. Both streams provide individual tuition,
development of wider music skills and, importantly, regular opportunities for concert performance.
This provides students with invaluable experience in rehearsal techniques, pre-performance
preparation, concert etiquette and stage presentation, and helps students become familiar with the
concert ‘backstage experience’.

The program was developed by a small group of leading academics from the Conservatorium, at the
instigation of the then Dean Kim Walker. That group also included renowned music educator Joy
Lee who went on to become the program’s Artistic Mentor from 2009. Since 2024 the program’s
Artistic Advisor for the Classical stream has been Tony Lee.

We acknowledge and pay respect to the traditional owners of the land on which we meet; the
Gadigal of the Eora Nation. It is upon their ancestral lands that the University of Sydney is built.

As we share our own knowledge, teaching, learning and research practices within this university,
may we also pay respect to the knowledge embedded forever within the Aboriginal
Custodianship of Country.



ASSOCIATE ARTIST HYE-LIM LEE

ERNEST BLOCH
Baal Shem B.47
II. Nigun
Yunchang Liu, Violin

GABRIEL FAURÉ
Fantaisie Op.79 
Mia Wang, Flute

ADOLF GUTMANN
Nocturne No.9 Op.58 
Jaden Lee, Piano

ROBERT SCHUMANN
Märchenerzählungen Op. 132
DJO Vivo Trio - Oliver Gao - Clarinet, Jiashan Wang - Viola, David Kim - Piano

HENRI VIEUXTEMPS
Capriccio ‘Hommage à Paganini'
Julie Zhu, Viola

INTERVAL

CONDUCTOR Benjamin Northey

NICCOLÒ PAGANINI ARR. KREISLER
La Campanella
Soloist | Ari Kim Violin

ROBERT SCHUMANN 
Cello Concerto in A minor 
I. Nicht zu schnell
Soloist | Clara Moloney Cello

FRANZ LISZT
Malediction for Piano and Strings
Soloist | David Kim Piano

PROGRAM



RISING STARS CHAMBER ORCHESTRA
Violins
Naomi Nogawa-Lewy
Otto Zhang
Yueting Luna Ji
Ari Kim

Violas
Jiashan Wang
Julie Zhu
Ivan Shu

Hye-lim Lee - Associate Artist
Benjamin Northey - Conductor

PERFORMERS

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Professor Anna Reid   Dean and Head of School
Tony Lee                     Rising Stars Artistic Advisor   
Dr Nicholas Ng            Rising Stars Music Skills Co-ordinator
Ben Haire                    Rising Stars Program Officer 
Marcus Hodgson         Open Academy Manager 
Kirsty McCahon          Strategic Relations Manager
Caitlin Brass                Special Events Co-ordinator
Matthew Young           Associate Director of Development, Arts and Culture
Swan Feix                    Development Associate
Vanessa Agius             Front of House Manager

Our heartfelt thanks goes to the community of donors who support our Rising Stars program, with
special mention to the Patricia H. Reid Endowment supporting bursaries to increase equity and

access to high quality music education at the Sydney Conservatorium of Music.

If you are interested in supporting the future of the Rising Stars program, we welcome you to start a
conversation with Matthew Young, Associate Director of Development and Philanthropy, who can

be contacted at matthew.r.young@sydney.edu.au or +61 422 797 934.

Cellos
Franco Fan 
Aaron Dong
Clara Moloney

Double Bass
Aiden Curran
James Han
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