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OPEN ACADEMY RISING STARS & CONSERVATORIUM HIGH SCHOOL
PERFORMANCE PLATFORM
A PROFESSIONAL MUSIC PROGRAM FOR PRE-TERTIARY MUSICIANS

Saturday 15th August 2026

The Rising Stars at the Sydney Conservatorium of Music is a program for pre-tertiary lovers of music. Here at the
Sydney Conservatorium, our focus is on educating young musicians for a profession in music and a lifetime of musical
appreciation. We aim to educate and develop inspiring artists who will bring enrichment to the listening audience.

The Rising Stars is a dynamic performance and education-based music program supported by the Conservatorium
faculty. The Rising Stars strives to identify and accelerate talent from an early age with an aim to establish a
constructive foundation for a lifetime of musical enrichment and enjoyment.

Individual instrumental lessons, group music skills classes, and regular performance opportunities are the basis of
the Rising Stars program. These components facilitate our students to become well-educated and confident
musicians.

To provide opportunities for steady development there are three categories starting with the

Foundation program, developing to the Emerging program, and culminating in the demanding Premier Rising Stars.
Chamber music and composition classes are also offered as crucial scholastic electives, accelerating learning and
personal relationships.

The Rising Stars program is a 14-week semester, with 2 semesters each year and entry is by audition. For more information,
please refer to the Rising Stars web page. www.openacademy.sydney.edu.au

RISING STARS CONCERT CALENDAR

Semester 2, 2026
15, 22, 29 August

5, 12, 19 September
School Holidays

17, 24, 31 October
7, 14, 21 November

CONSERVATORIUM OPEN ACADEMY RISING STARS - CONTACTS

Rising Stars Artistic Advisor Tony Lee tonydongyi.leeldsydney.edu.au

Music Skills Coordinator Nicholas Ng nicholas.ng@sydney.edu.au

Program Officer Ben Haire ben.haire(dsydney.edu.au

Open Academy Manager Marcus Hodgson marcus.hodgson(dsydney.edu.au
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Evan Sun
Piano, 11 years

Jayden Zhang
Piano, 13 years

Kha-Thi Tong Ho
Piano, 16 years

Mingze Sun
Piano, 13 years

Jenny Li
Cello, 13 years

Zoe Cheng
Piano, 12 years

11am - Recital Hall East, Level 1
Unaccompanied Concert

Frédéric Chopin - Etudes 0p.10
V. Etude in G-flat major, ‘Black Keys'

Sergei Rachmaninoff — Prelude in G minor Op.23 No.5
Sergei Bortkiewicz - Lyrica Nova 0p.59

/. Con moto affetuoso

/l. Andantino

/ll. Andantino

/V. Con slancio

Johann Sebastian Bach - Prelude and Fugue No.13 BWV 858

Frédéric Chopin - Etudes 0p.25
VII. Etude in C-sharp minor, Cello’

Béla Bartok - Romanian Christmas Songs BB.67
Johann Sebastian Bach - Suite No.2 for Solo Cello BWV 1008
. Adagio - Moderato

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart - Piano Concerto in A major K414
/l. Andante

The filming or recording of concerts is strictly prohibited.

Yueting Luna Ji
Violin, 13 years

Elizabeth Luiskandl
Violin, 13 years

11am - Recital Hall West, Level 1
Hye-Lim Lee - Associate Artist

Henryk Wieniawski - Theme original varié Op.15

Edouard Lalo - Symphonie Espagnole Op.21
1. Allegro non troppo

/l. Scherzando: Allegro molto

. Intermezzo: Allegro non troppo

V. Andante

V. Rondo: Allegro

The filming or recording of concerts is strictly prohibited.
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2pm - Recital Hall East, Level 1
Young Kwon Choi - Associate Artist

Ethan Tong Franz Joseph Haydn - Sonata in C major Hob.VIlb
Cello, 14 years /ll. Tempo di minuetto

Mia Wang Miriam Hyde - Sonata for Flute and Piano

Flute, 13 years 1. Allegro giocoso

/l. Andante pastorale
/I. Allegro con spirito

Caitlin Ong Johann Sebastian Bach — Overture BWV 831
Piano, 15 years [. Gavotte /

/. Gavotte I/

/. Passepied /

V. Passepied I/

VI. Bourrée I/

Nerissa Du William Walton - Viola Concerto
Viola, 17 years [. Andante comodo

/. Vivo, con molto preciso

Shuichi Madina Maurice Ravel - Piano Concerto in G M83
Piano, 17 years . Allegramente

The filming or recording of concerts is strictly prohibited.

3pm - Recital Hall West, Level 1
Paul Cheung - Associate Artist

Alexander Liu Johann Sebastian Bach - Prelude and Fugue BWV 862
Piano, 12 years
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart - Sonata No.12 K.332

/. Allegro
Juliet Brunsdon Francisco Mignone - Sixteen Waltzes for Solo Bassoon
Bassoon, 15 years l. Imploring, longing, and sad

XII. Andante Moderato

Ellivia Zhang Edouard Lalo - Concerto for Cello in D minor
Cello, 12 years I. Prélude. Lento - Allegro maestoso

Oliver Kim Franz Joseph Haydn - Cello Concerto Hob Vlib:1
Cello, 10 years /. Adagio

The filming or recording of concerts is strictly prohibited.
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On Thursday October 8, Rising Stars will be hosting the Semester 2 Gala. Featuring Concerto Competition Winners Ari
Kim (Violin), Clara Moloney (Cello), and David Kim (Piano) performing alongside the inaugural Rising Stars String
Orchestra and conducted by maestro Benjamin Northey, this concert will be a highlight of the Rising Stars calendar!

Rehearsals for the orchestra will continue throughout Term 3, led by the String Orchestra directors Ben Tjoa and Fox

Chan.

On Sunday 16" August from 2pm, the talented Baker Boys Elijah, Isaac, and Gabriel will be performing in the 4th
Annual Crows Nest Festival of Music at the Crows Nest Uniting Church. Proceeds from the concert go to financial
support for talented young musicians.

Tickets are $30 for adults, $20 for students, and children under 12 are free!

For more information, please go to this link - https://www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/events/event/1602/4th-annual-
crows-nest-festival-of-music.

At the Sydney Eisteddfod, Elena Feng (Cello, student of Paul Ghica and Rachel Siu) was awarded 1t Place in the Cello
(12&U categoryl. In addition, her older sister, Jiashan Wang (Viola) was a finalist in the NSW Doctors Orchestra
Scholarship Final held on Saturday 18® July in Recital Hall West.

In another family double, Olivia Liu (Pipa, student of Lu Liu), and Rebecca Liu (Guzheng, student of Julia Ousiyu Luo)
participated in the Intercultural Instrument category. Olivia was awarded 3 Place in the 12 years and Under category,
which was won by her older sister Rebecca. Rebecca also competed in the 15 years and under category, being
awarded 2" Place, and the Intercultural Instrumental Ensemble (Any Age) category, earning 2" Place.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE STUDENTS AND THEIR TEACHERS

Our program officer, Ben Haire - ben.haire(dsydney.edu.au, is contactable at the Sydney Conservatorium during the
week from Tuesday-Friday. If you have any questions regarding our programs, please don’t hesitate to get in touch!

If you'd like to take a sneak peek at our weekly concert programs, join our e-mailing list to receive the programs a day
in advance - visit our website, openacademy.sydney.edu.au/enrol/mail. The program is also uploaded to our
Facebook page on Fridays, so make sure to find ‘Open Academy at the Con’ on Facebook, check in and give us a like!

Financial assistance for Rising Stars is limited, and fees for a year of $7900 or $280 a week can be a challenge for
parents to find. We are very grateful to our present sponsors, but there are opportunities for others to help our
talented students. Any amount, large or small, can make an enormous difference to a young player’s musical future. If
you would like to make a contribution, please CLICK HERE to download the Rising Stars Gift form, or contact Marcus
Hodgson.

We are grateful to our major supporters for 2026:

Victor Cromack and Melba Alma Harris Cromack Memorial Scholarship
Kathleen Holmes McCrea Pianoforte Scholarship

Richard & Doreen Wilson Organ Scholarship fund

Professor Jack C Richards
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