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PERFORMANCE PLATFORM 

A PROFESSIONAL MUSIC PROGRAM FOR PRE-TERTIARY MUSICIANS 
 

Saturday 5th September 2026 
 

The Rising Stars at the Sydney Conservatorium of Music is a program for pre-tertiary lovers of music. Here at the 
Sydney Conservatorium, our focus is on educating young musicians for a profession in music and a lifetime of musical 
appreciation. We aim to educate and develop inspiring artists who will bring enrichment to the listening audience. 
 

The Rising Stars is a dynamic performance and education-based music program supported by the Conservatorium 
faculty. The Rising Stars strives to identify and accelerate talent from an early age with an aim to establish a 
constructive foundation for a lifetime of musical enrichment and enjoyment.   
 

Individual instrumental lessons, group music skills classes, and regular performance opportunities are the basis of 
the Rising Stars program. These components facilitate our students to become well-educated and confident 
musicians. 
 

To provide opportunities for steady development there are three categories starting with the 
Foundation program, developing to the Emerging program, and culminating in the demanding Premier Rising Stars. 
Chamber music and composition classes are also offered as crucial scholastic electives, accelerating learning and 
personal relationships.  
 

The Rising Stars program is a 14-week semester, with 2 semesters each year and entry is by audition.  For more information, 
please refer to the Rising Stars web page.  www.openacademy.sydney.edu.au 
 

RISING STARS CONCERT CALENDAR   
 

Semester 2, 2026 
5, 12, 19 September 
School Holidays 
17, 24, 31 October 
7, 14, 21 November 

 

CONSERVATORIUM OPEN ACADEMY RISING STARS - CONTACTS 
Rising Stars Artistic Advisor   Tony Lee  tonydongyi.lee@sydney.edu.au  
Music Skills Coordinator   Nicholas Ng  nicholas.ng@sydney.edu.au 
Program Officer     Ben Haire  ben.haire@sydney.edu.au  
Open Academy Manager    Marcus Hodgson marcus.hodgson@sydney.edu.au 
www.openacademy.sydney.edu.au  (02) 9351 1400    ‘Open Academy at the Con’  
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11am – Recital Hall East, Level 1 
Unaccompanied Concert 

 

Jiashan Wang    Johann Sebastian Bach – Cello Suite No.6 BWV 1012   
Viola, 15 years    I. Prelude 
 
Jaden Yang    Pyotr Tchaikovsky - March' Song of the Lark'     
Piano, 9 years 
 
Aaron Zhang    Mark Summer - Julie-O       
Cello, 10 years      
 
Andrew Yin    Felix Mendelssohn  – Songs Without Words Op.67    
Piano, 10 years    II. Allegro leggiero 
     Johann Nepomuk Hummel – 24 Etudes Op.125 

VIII. Vivace in A minor       
 
Jayden Zhang    Sergei Prokofiev – Ten Pieces Op.12     
Piano, 13 years    I. March 
     III. Rigaudon 

IV. Prelude 
 
Nerissa Du    Johann Sebastian Bach – Cello Suite No.5 BWV 1011    
Viola, 17 years    I. Prelude 
     II. Sarabande 
 
William Qing    Johann Sebastian Bach – Prelude and Fugue No.14 BWV 859   
Piano, 12 years 
 
Megan Cheung    Béla Kovács - Hommage á Manuel de Falla     
Clarinet, 15 years   

 
The filming or recording of concerts is strictly prohibited. 

 
11am – Recital Hall West, Level 1  

Hye-Lim Lee – Associate Artist 
 

Gabrielle Wikstrom   Antonio Vivaldi – Concerto No.3 in F major Op.8 RV 293 “Autumn”   
Violin, 14 years    I. Allegro 
 
Christina Bhang    Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart – Adagio in E major K 261   
Violin, 15 years 
 
Elizabeth Luiskandl   Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart – Violin Concerto No.4 K.218   
Violin, 13 years    II. Andante cantabile 
     Edouard Lalo – Symphonie Espagnole Op.21     

I. Allegro non troppo 
 
Elena Feng    David Popper – 40 Etudes for Solo Cello Op.73    
Cello, 11 years    V. Allegro non troppo 
 
Mia Wang    Carl Reinecke – Flute Concerto Op.238     
Flute, 13 years    I. Allegro molto moderato 
 
The filming or recording of concerts is strictly prohibited.  
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2pm – Recital Hall East, Level 1 
Young Kwon Choi – Associate Artist 

 
Eisen Chan    Percy Grainger - Irish tune from County Derry    
Piano, 11 years 
 
Nathan Wang    Claude Debussy – Rhapsodie L.98      
Alto Saxophone, 12 years 
 
Oliver Gao    Carl Nielsen – Concerto for Clarinet and Orchestra Op. 57   
Clarinet, 15 yrs   I Allegretto un poco 
     II Poco adagio 
 
Christina Bhang   Cecil Forsyth – Viola Concerto      
Viola, 14 years    I. Appassionato – Moderato 
 
The filming or recording of concerts is strictly prohibited. 

 
3pm – Recital Hall West, Level 1 
Paul Cheung – Associate Artist 

 
Felicia Zhang    Max Bruch – Violin Concerto No.1 Op.26     
Violin, 17 years   I. Vorspiel. Allegro moderato 
 
Jenny Li    Edward Elgar – Cello Concerto in E minor Op.85    
Cello, 13 years    I. Adagio – Moderato 
     II. Lento – Allegro molto 
 
Cielle Kim    Johann Sebastian Bach – Violin Concerto No.2 BWV 1042   
Violin, 13 years   II. Adagio 
     III. Allegro assai 
 
Edward Mcmartin   Samuel Barber - Violin Concerto Op.14     
Violin, 12 years   I. Allegro 
 
The filming or recording of concerts is strictly prohibited. 
 
SAVE THE DATE – RISING STARS GALA CONCERT OCTOBER 8 
On Thursday October 8, Rising Stars will be hosting the Semester 2 Gala. Featuring Concerto Competition 
Winners Ari Kim (Violin), Clara Moloney (Cello), and David Kim (Piano) performing alongside the inaugural 
Rising Stars String Orchestra and conducted by maestro Benjamin Northey, this concert will be a highlight 
of the Rising Stars calendar!  
 

Rehearsals for the orchestra will continue throughout Term 3, led by the String Orchestra directors Ben 
Tjoa and Fox Chan. 
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We are grateful to our major supporters for 2026: 
Victor Cromack and Melba Alma Harris Cromack Memorial Scholarship 
Kathleen Holmes McCrea Pianoforte Scholarship 
Richard & Doreen Wilson Organ Scholarship fund 
Professor Jack C Richards 

VALE GEORG PEDERSEN – A MESSAGE FROM 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OLE BOHN 
Yesterday, Friday 3rd September, we received the sad 
news that the cellist Georg Pedersen has passed away. 
With him the music world has lost a very fine musician 
who has graced the stage worldwide with his beautiful 
and expressive playing.  
 

Georg received his education from two of the masters of 
the cello, namely Paul Tortelier in Paris and Gregor 
Piatigorski in Los Angeles. Georg’s ingenuity combined 
these two different styles of cello playing to create his 
own way of performing. Georg’s impact on cello playing 
in Australia is enormous. For many years he has been a 
very sought-after teacher, with his numerous students 
holding important positions all over the country. Georg 
was also very dedicated to his students and was 
teaching until the very end, with a special talent for 
teaching young musicians. We at the Rising Star program should be very thankful for his contribution 
towards the future of music.  
 

Personally, I have known Georg since we both lived in Copenhagen. It was a great surprise to me to find 
him in Sydney. I will never forget that he insisted to pick me up at the airport, when I first came to Australia. 
Afterwards, we played many concerts together and I heard from others what a brilliant member he was of 
the famous Sydney String Quartet. I admired his dedication to music and music making; Georg was always 
playing!  
 

It will be difficult to pass his room at the Con without seeing and hearing him teach and practice. But, it 
feels good to know that many of us have had the privilege to know him and collaborate with him. The 
memory of a fine human being and musician will always remain. 
 

Associate Professor Ole Bohn 
 
HAVE ANY QUESTIONS? 
Our program officer, Ben Haire – ben.haire@sydney.edu.au, is contactable at the Sydney Conservatorium 
during the week from Tuesday-Friday. If you have any questions regarding our programs, please don’t 
hesitate to get in touch! 
 

JOIN OUR MAILING LIST AND NEVER MISS A CONCERT! 
If you’d like to take a sneak peek at our weekly concert programs, join our e-mailing list to receive the 
programs a day in advance – visit our website, openacademy.sydney.edu.au/enrol/mail. The program is 
also uploaded to our Facebook page on Fridays, so make sure to find ‘Open Academy at the Con’ on 
Facebook, check in and give us a like! 
 

SUPPORT A RISING STAR? 
Financial assistance for Rising Stars is limited, and fees for a year of $7900 or $280 a week can be a 
challenge for parents to find. We are very grateful to our present sponsors, but there are opportunities for 
others to help our talented students. Any amount, large or small, can make an enormous difference to a 
young player’s musical future. If you would like to make a contribution, please CLICK HERE to download the 
Rising Stars Gift form, or contact Marcus Hodgson. 

mailto:ben.haire@sydney.edu.au
file://fs2.shared.sydney.edu.au/SCM/Professional_Services/Community_Outreach_and_Development/Open_Academy/Rising%20Stars/2021/Concerts/Semester%201%20Concerts/Completed%20Concerts/openacademy.sydney.edu.au/enrol/mail
https://www.facebook.com/openacademyatthecon/
https://usydcon-ish-oncourse.s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/18219993-d340-4af7-9c38-b6c03f0ce681

