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Are you offended? 
John 10:31-42 
 
Have you taken offense recently?  

Has something happened that’s really irritated you? 
 
I’ll tell you when I most easily take offense. 

As a Christian disciple  
I try to aim at graciousness and forbearance 

but the struggle is real! 
 
It’s when I am road-raged against.  

It’s never my fault of course, I always drive sensibly,  
but sometimes people get angry, with me! Can you believe it!  
And it really affects me.  

 
I was at an intersection the other week,  

giving way as I was required to do 
—this really wasn’t my fault— 
and the person behind me thought I was too slow 
They were on their horn,  
I could see them in my rear-vision mirror doing this:  ¯\0/¯  
And so I started to steam up! 

 
That’s when I take offence … how about you? 
 
Or here’s a different question,  

have you ever taken offense  
when there was no need to take offense? 

You may remember this TV ad from a few years ago, take a look. 
[Tall Jan is Malicious] 
Sometimes that’s been our experience as well,  
being offended when there’s no need to be offended. 

 
In today’s passage from John’s Gospel  

we meet some people who are very offended.  
The occasion for this offense has been a remark made by Jesus. 

 
Jesus remains one of the most offensive people in history. 
 Even today, there are corners of the world  

Where men and women are executed for their worship of Jesus,  
such is the offense that people take over Jesus and his teaching. 

 
And in our western society, anyone who seriously follows the  

teachings of Jesus and his apostles  
is bound to eventually believe something that offends someone. 
The temptation for us is to modify what we believe  

in order to lessen the offense! 
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So the question I’m asking today  
is whether it is warranted that people take offense over Jesus.  
Why are the characters in our passage offended,  
and are they offended for no good reason? 
Is our decision to place our faith in Jesus defendable,  
especially given he still causes so much offence? 

 
Today we come to the end of our time in John 10,  

and we pick things up right in the moment of anger. 
Verse 31 Again his Jewish opponents picked up stones to stone him. 

If you were to walk in on a scene like this— 
the Jewish leaders surrounding Jesus,  
arms cocked with stones about to let fly— 

The first thing you might do is cry out  
“Stop! Stop! Let’s just put the stones down!”  
and then you’d ask “What is going on?”  
You might even turn to Jesus and ask “What did you say?” 

 
Well, let’s just remind ourselves of the final verse from last week, verse 30 
 What has Jesus said that has so incensed his opponents? 
 He says I and the Father are one 
 And at that they pick up their stones. 
 
Why is this such an offensive thing to say, I and the Father are one? 
 They explain their anger in verse 33 

“We are not stoning you for any good work,” they replied, “but for blasphemy, because 
you, a mere man, claim to be God.” 

 Unlike Tall Jan, these individuals haven’t misheard Jesus,  
in fact they’ve got him absolutely right.  

 
Jesus has been using some very radical language in this Gospel.  

He calls God Father and he refers to himself as the Father’s Son. 
The inference for his listeners is absolutely clear, “he’s claiming to be God” 

 
Every now and again you may meet a sceptic  

who might raise the old argument that, in the Gospels,  
“Jesus never claims to be God”.  
What these sceptics are looking for  
are words that translate directly into our English sentence “I am God”. 
They say “he claims to be the Son of God, but not God himself”. 

 
Well, two things we can say in response.  

For those listening to Jesus,  
claiming to be the Son was the same as claiming to be God himself.  
John tells us in ch 5.18, that he was even calling God his own Father,  
making himself equal with God.  

According to the way people thought back then,  
calling God Father was a way of claiming divinity for yourself.  
So he does say that he is God,  
and while the method he uses sounds strange to us,  
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it wasn’t strange to his audience. 
 
Secondly, he now starts to fill in with a bit more colour  

what it means to be the Son of the Father.  
Jesus has said in verse 30 that I and the Father are One,  
and Jesus says something else to this effect in v38.  
the Father is in me, and I in the Father 

 
There is a unity between Jesus and the Father  

that extends beyond a unity of purpose  
There is a real unity of substance.  
the Father is in me, and I in the Father,  

Father and Son share their very essence, they dwell within one another. 
How Can Jesus not be claiming to God when he uses this language? 

 
So this is very offensive to the Jews of Jerusalem. 
 “But you’re a mere Man!” they say.  

God is so holy and mighty and otherworldly  
that it’s offensive to suggest that a human could take that title.  
I’ve met Muslims have the same objection:  
how can the perfect God be identified with us lowly creatures? 

 
But it remains one of the most wonderful, grace-filled facts about our faith,  

God did decide to have all his fullness dwell within our human race.  
Despite our lowliness  

he become one of us  
to save us  

and bring us back to the Father. 
 Its worth believing not only because it’s true, but because its beautiful,  

it’s gracious and filled with mercy, that God was present in Jesus. 
 
But it’s offensive to some, as are plenty of other things Jesus said.  

Not only does he offend people’s theology,  
but he also offends their sensibilities.  

“No one comes to the father except through me.” That’s offensive, 
especially in an age where we affirm everyone’s belief as legitimate.  

Jesus offends our pride.  
On two occasions I’ve heard men say  
that they cannot accept the grace of Jesus dying on their behalf.  
“I’ll pay my own way!” they said.  
They fail to realize the size of their debt. 
“But my debt isn’t that big.” They say “Yes it is”, Jesus says  
“no one is good”, and so he offends our sense of pride again. 

 
Is our offense justified? That’s our question.  

Let’s hear what Jesus has to say in his defense. Verse 34 Jesus answered them, 
“Is it not written in your Law, ‘I have said you are “gods” ’? 35 If he called them ‘gods,’ to 
whom the word of God came—and Scripture cannot be set aside—36 what about the one 
whom the Father set apart as his very own and sent into the world? Why then do you 
accuse me of blasphemy because I said, ‘I am God’s Son’? 



WAC  26/01/2020 

 4 

I find these three verses 34, 35, and 36, to be the most difficult in John’s Gospel. 
I remember one time sitting in a café doing some sermon preparation 
when a gentleman came and sat next to me when he saw I had a Bible. 
And he said “the Bible says we’re all gods”. And I said “it does not!” 
He said “it does!” and he asked me to open up to these verses in John  
and he said “there, ‘you are Gods.”  
And I thought “well that is a strange verse, I’m not sure what that’s about.  

 
So what is happening here?  

My friend in the café was not right,  
Jesus is not saying that human beings are actually gods,  
but he is saying that the use of divine language is not a capital offense. 

 
The quote is from our first reading, Psalm 82,  

where the ancient Israelites are called gods  
because they have received the word of God.  

God has shared his thoughts with them,  
and in that sense they become a little bit like God;  
through the scriptures they’re able to think in the way that God thinks. 
And so the Psalmist is using a little bit of poetic licence, 
—employing a creative use of words—  
in order to make a point: 
God has shared something of himself with the Israelites. 

 
Now this type of creativity was not the Pharisees’ cup of tea.  

There was no imaginative use of language with them.  
The OT said that it was a sin to misuse God’s name,  
and so any hint of speaking about God in a suspect way was jumped upon. 

 
But Jesus is saying, “Come on, the Bible itself describes human beings as gods,  

and so if we see that in the OT,  
then surely it’s even more appropriate  
to speak this way about the one he actually set apart and sent.” 

 
So the first part of Christ’s answer is to say that  

what the Jews are hearing isn’t as outlandish as they suggest, 
and he hints that it might actually be very appropriate. 

 
Why it’s appropriate for Jesus to claim divine status  

he expands upon in the second part of his answer. 
From verse 37 Do not believe me unless I do the works of my Father. 38 But if I do 
them, even though you do not believe me, believe the works, that you may know and 
understand that the Father is in me, and I in the Father.” 

 

Jesus admits that it would be a tall order to simply believe his words at face value, 
he says that his talk must be backed up by action.  
Don’t believe me unless I do the works of the father.  

 
The Bible never asks us to exercise blind faith.  

Some sceptics like to sit religious faith in opposition to reason.  
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Faith, they say, is belief without evidence,  
while reason, they add, is belief with proof.  

 
Well, that’s not how the Bible understands faith,  

so neither is it the way Christianity understands faith.  
Biblical faith is not blind, rather biblical faith is based on evidence,  
Jesus himself suggests that this is how we approach him, looking for proof. 
Verse 38 But if I do them, even though you do not believe me [that is, even though 
you do not believe my words], believe the works, that you may know and 
understand that the Father is in me, and I in the Father.” 

 
Jesus asks us to look at the evidence,  

to look at the works—by which he means his miracles— 
which demonstrate that the Father is in him, and he is in his Father. 

 
How do the miraculous signs of Jesus lead to this conclusion,  

that Jesus is in his Father?  
When we consider the miracles of Jesus in john’s Gospel,  
many of them are about creating something new: 
- Wine is created out of water,  
- the man lame for 38 years is able to walk again,  

meaning new muscle needed to be created  
because it would have withered away.  

- The man born blind was able to see for the first time.  
 
The work Jesus is doing is the work of creation,  

and isn’t that a big part of how we understand the God we worship,  
that he is the creator? 
This is how we know the Father in in Jesus,  
because Jesus is doing the creative work that only the Father can do. 

 
Last week Jasmine volunteered some time at our local pre-school,  

and she was helping the children make lamingtons. 
One by one each child would dip the square of sponge cake  
into the chocolate and then with a spoon they’d sprinkle the coconut.  

 
When preschoolers are cooking, they don’t really do much themselves,  

so Jas was basically dipping and sprinkling for each one.  
But there was one child, Michael, who knew exactly what to do— 
dip then sprinkle—Jas found that she didn’t need to interfere  
as it looked as if he’d done this before. And indeed he had: 
He’s from an Italian family and he cooks with his Nona!  
Through Michael’s actions we saw evidence of his heritage,  
and so it is with the works of Jesus,  
we see evidence of his relationship with the father. 

 
Nevertheless, sometimes evidence fails to convince even though it should. 

We read in verse 39 that upon hearing Jesus say The Father is in me  

the Jewish leaders tried to grab him again.  
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The evidence is having no impact! Now why is that?  
 
Later in John’s Gospel we’ll read that  

Jesus posed a personal threat to these Jewish leaders.  
They didn’t like how people were listening to him instead of them.  
And they felt that if Jesus was seen as the true leader,  
the Romans might back him instead of them.  
His agenda might be promoted instead of their agenda. 

 
And this is often the reason why clear evidence is dismissed, isn’t it: 

because the truth can disrupt our personal goals and aspirations. 
The truth that Jesus is God is very disruptive,  
because it means he has a claim on our lives  

and his words ought to be listened to. 
 
But self-interest is a hard master to break free from.  

It’s very hard to trust anyone else other than ourselves,  
but if we are going to trust someone else,  

then surely Jesus himself is a good candidate.  
As God he is able to provide and protect, and,  
as we saw over the last two weeks,  
as a our good shepherd he’ll do that very well. 

 
Our passage ends with a picture of those who have broken free of self-interest. 

Verse 40 Then Jesus went back across the Jordan to the place where John had been 
baptizing in the early days. There he stayed, 41 and many people came to him. They said, 
“Though John never performed a sign, all that John said about this man was true.” 42 And 
in that place many believed in Jesus. 

  
In the city Jesus was met with scepticism,  

here in the country on the other side of the river he finds believers.  
This is not a statement about how cities are naturally more sceptical, 
rather the geographic distinction is highlighting  
how Jesus brings division between  

those who believe and those who are offended. 
 
And what makes the difference  

between those who are offended and those who believe?  
I think it’s the difference between self-interest and reason.  
As I’ve already suggested, people will ignore the facts  

in order to look after what they feel are their best interests. 
 We see this in today’s leaders and we’re disgusted! 

We say “just look at the data and make the right decisions!” 
 
We want them to behave like the believers in verse 41  

Listen to their words: many people came to him [and] said,  
“Though John never performed a sign, all that John said about this man was true.” 
They’ve been observing what’s been happening.  
John the Baptist hasn’t been a presence since ch 3,  
but the people remember what he said  
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and they’ve now seen his prophesies come true.  
 
These believers are being very scientific. John the Baptist set up the hypothesis— 

Jesus is the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world—  
and the observations confirming the hypothesis are now being observed. 
This leads them to draw the appropriate conclusion, v 42  
And in that place many believed in Jesus. 

 
You want to be scientific don’t you?  

You don’t want to live your life ruled by self interest,  
you want to see the data for what it is  
and make your conclusions appropriately.  

 
It’s not offensive to believe in Jesus, it’s reasonable, it’s science. Let’s pray.  
 
 


