
1 Corinthians 1:1-17 
 
A good church or a bad church? 
 
This week we are starting to look at the book of 1 Corinthians. It was a 

letter written by Paul to the church in Corinth. Over the next few weeks 

we will see Paul rebuke and correct the church at Corinth to help them be 

a better church. The second half of our reading contains the start of that 

rebuke. But today we are going to be focusing on the first 9 verses of 

chapter 1 and it is very interesting to see how the letter starts out. If you 

only had these first 9 verses of this letter you could have a very different 

view of the church at Corinth. Perhaps Paul is seeing the church through 

parent glasses.  

Let me explain what parent glasses are. I used to work in retail, in an 

educational toy store. It was always interesting when parents came in 

looking for a present for their child. To help them find an appropriate gift 

I would ask how old the child was. They would give an answer and almost 

always add an extra comment. It didn’t matter the age or gender of the 

child, the extra comment almost always was, my child is X years old but 

they are much smarter than average for their age, they will need a more 

advanced toy. I would nod and smile and help them the best I could. I 

found it interesting that the majority of parents think their child is 

smarter than average and that’s parent glasses, seeing things in a more 

positive way than they are. 

In these first verses maybe Paul is seeing the Corinthian church with 

parent glasses, as more positive than they are. After all , Paul was a bit 

like the parent of this church, Paul had started the church 3 years earlier 

after staying there for 18 months. You can read about in Acts 18. And it 

seems in these first 9 verses that he has a pretty positive view of the 

church. He says they have been enriched in every way, that they will keep 

the faith to the end and that they are in fellowship with Jesus. That’s a 

pretty positive view of a church isn’t it. I am sure we would be pretty 

happy if a visitor came to our church and left a review saying that Waitara 



was enriched in every way, that Waitara would be faithful to the end and 

are in fellowship with Jesus. This Corinth church must be great right? 

But as we look closer at this church and read more through the bible we 

might start to get a different view. This church had divisions, there was 

infighting within the church and it was getting so bad that they were 

actually suing each other in court. They were sexually immoral and it was 

so bad that even the non-christians around them thought it was going a 

bit far. They would leave people out of the Lord Supper or some would 

even drink so much wine at the Lord supper that they would get drunk. 

Even their understanding of theology was bad, they had some people 

denying the resurrection of Jesus. By almost all standards it looked like a 

broken church. One review said of their church meetings; I have no praise 

for you, for your meetings do more harm than good.  1 Cor 11:17 

That’s a pretty big contrast isn’t it? On one hand enriched, faithful and in 

fellowship with Christ, but on the other they are a church doing more 

harm than good. It certainly can look like Paul has his parent glasses on in 

these first 9 verses doesn’t it. But the funny thing is that both the reviews 

I just gave both come from Paul. In fact they both come from this very 

book. So how can Paul say both things? How can he say that they are in 

fellowship with Jesus and that their church meetings are doing more 

harm than good? 

As you think about our church, how do you view our church? Is it good 

like the first 9 verses of 1 Corinthians or are there bad things in it like 

most of the rest of the book. 

Lets try and figure out what Paul sees in this church to say such good 

things about it that maybe we don’t see? 

 

What makes a church good? 

It’s interesting when we think about what makes a church good. When 

you came to Waitara what were you looking for? Maybe it was good 

preaching, maybe it was good music? Friendly people? A good children or 



youth program? A place where you can serve? These are all good things, 

but its not why Paul starts off in such a positive way about Corinth.  

All the good things mentioned by Paul are not actually because of 

anything the church in Corinth has done, its all Jesus. Do you see the 

pattern as we look at the first 9 verses. Paul Says they are sanctified in 

Jesus. Paul thanks God because of grace given in Jesus. Paul says you have 

been enriched in every way in Jesus. Paul says Jesus will keep you firm 

until the end.  

Sanctified 

Let’s look at some of these more closely. Paul starts out by describing the 

church in Corinth in verse 2 as sanctified in Jesus. Now Sanctified is a 

strange word we don't tend to use other than here at church. What it 

means is made Holy. Set apart for God. Its like your fancy cutlery. Emily 

and I received some expensive silverware for our wedding. Now we don't 

throw that into our cutlery draw with the other cutlery we bought from 

Kmart, no we set it apart in special box to use on special occasions when 

people come over. The cutlery is holy to us, it is set aside and that is what 

the Corinthian church are to God.  He has set them apart. He has marked 

the Corinthian Christians as special. But how did the Corinthian church 

achieve this state? Was it something they did? Were they extra shiny or 

valuable? No, we see the reason at the end of the sentence. They are 

sanctified because of Christ Jesus.  

Verse 4 gives further explanation. Paul can thank God for them because 

of the grace given in Christ Jesus. Because Jesus died and rose again those 

who follow Jesus have been saved. It is by grace the Corinthians have 

been saved, not through things they have done. An undeserved gift they 

have received.  Paul explains grace in another letter he wrote Eph 2:8-9 8 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast.  

This begins to explain the praises that flow from Paul in the first 9 verses. 

It’s not based on what the Corinthians have done, which we will go on to 

see has mostly been bad, instead Paul’s praise for the Corinthian church 

is because of what Jesus has done for them. God now looks at the 



Corinthians and sees Jesus not the sinful church. It’s not through parent 

glasses that Paul is looking at the Corinthians it’s gospel glasses. 

Now that leads to the question, what is happening with the rest of the 

letter? If the church is set apart and Holy, how are they doing all the bad 

things that Paul says in the letter? If Paul says they are Holy, why does he 

tell them straight after in verse 2 that they are still called to be holy 

people? Surely that doesn’t make sense does it? If they are holy people 

already why do they need to work on being holy? 

Let me give an analogy that I have used before. When I was called into my 

bosses office a few years ago to be promoted to manager, I was given a 

letter saying my new title and new pay rate. I had been made manager, 

but now when I stepped out of bosses office I was expected to act like a 

manager. I was a manager, now I was being called to be a manager. It is 

similar to that with us being holy. If we believe Jesus died and rose again 

for us we are made Holy. And now we are called to be Holy.  

Now, I remember being a little intimidated that first day when I was made 

manager as I had never really had any high level manager training, and 

certainly didn’t feel like I was equipped to do it. I didn’t immediately 

become the perfect manager, but needed the training to become one. It’s 

the same way for the Corinthians and for all of us who are Christians.  

Yes, the Corinthians are made holy in Christ, but there is room for them 

to grow.  The great news for the Corinthians is that Paul in verse 5 goes 

on to say they also have been given the necessary tools to be God’s holy 

people too. Verse 5 and 7 says 5 For in him you have been enriched in 

every way—with all kinds of speech and with all knowledge— 7 Therefore 

you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus 

Christ to be revealed.  

God through Jesus has not only saved the Corinthians but he has 

equipped them with spiritual gifts to live holy lives until Jesus comes 

back. 

And it’s because of this complete reliance on Jesus that Paul can say that 

he knows God will keep them firm until the end. He knows that God is 



faithful. And that’s how Paul can write such a positive statement at the 

start of a letter to a church who is still in need of improving. It’s how he 

can be confident that despite their many flaws, which Paul will go on to 

write about, that they are saved. 

Does this change how we should gather for church? 

So does any of this change how we should view our church here in 

Waitara. Does it change how we gather together as a family of Jesus? 

Well it does, as  the review Paul gives to the church in Corinth in the first 

9 verses of 1 Corinthians is the same review he could give to our church 

here today. Two very different churches, but with I suspect a similar 

review from Paul.  We are a church filled with people who trust in Jesus, 

and we are made holy, we are set apart for God, and he has given each 

one of us the resources to grow in Christ. Do we seek to come to church 

to grow in Christ?  

Thank God for the church. 

The first thing we can notice about what Paul says of the church in 

Corinth is whose it is? Is it the Corinthian church? is it a Jerusalem church 

plant? Is it Paul's church? No we see in verse 2 that it is the church of God 

in Corinth. The first characteristic of the church that Paul points out is 

that it is the church of God. The point of church is God. To praise God, to 

know God more, to pray to God, to confess to God. And its the same for 

us. As we come to church together the focus of church is not what we get 

out of it, its not even what we can put into it. We come together as Gods 

family to focus on God.  

Dietrich Bonhoeffer a german theologian said of church, “Because God 

has already laid the only foundation of our fellowship, because God has 

bound us together in one body with other Christians in Jesus Christ, long 

before we entered into common life with them, we enter into that 

common life not as demanders but as thankful recipients.” 

For me, I am challenged to change the way I think about church. To be 

thankful to God for the fellow Christians that have been saved through 



grace. Just as I have. I am learning to be thankful for being with people 

who are transformed by Jesus.  

Persist with the church.  

Now that is not always easy is it? The problem is we are still growing in 

holiness. There will be problems. But Paul knows that, remember who he 

is writing to. Just in the passage we read today we can see the division in 

the church. It encourages me that Paul even bothered to write to this 

church. Paul was a busy man and there were plenty of churches who 

were responding more positively to the gospel, but he still felt it was 

worth encouraging and correcting the Corinthians. He didn’t give up on 

them. But he didnt put on parent glasses either, he sought to correct 

them. We shouldn’t give up on brothers and sisters in Christ either. Are 

we doing those two things in our church? Are we persisting with our 

church, even when things aren't going right. Are we willing to work with 

church leaders and other members of our church as we remember they  

too are in fellowship with Jesus? Are we also willing to help rebuke and 

correct each other and accept correction as we seek to be Gods holy 

people together? 

Called to be God’s Holy people. 

And the good news is that just like Paul was confident that God had given 

the Corinthian church the necessary gifts to live together as a church 

family and just like Paul was confident that the Corinthian church will 

keep firm to the end, so Paul would be confident with our church.  

If you trust in Jesus, you are made holy through Christ, God is working in 

us everyday so that we be more like him.  Will we listen to God’s word, 

are we willing to listen to rebuke and encouragement in our lives, are we 

willing to show grace and love in the way we interact with each other 

here at church. Are we thanking God for each other here at Church.   

Over the coming weeks as we hear about the various rebukes that Paul 

challenges the Corinthians with let’s not forget how the letter started, 

with Paul confident in the church because of Jesus. 



Let’s pray that we too are a church focused on Christ, thankful for what 

he has done for us, and confident that he is working within each one of 

us.  

Let me Pray 

 


