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Spiritual wisdom spells c-o-n-f-i-d-e-n-c-e 
1 Corinthians 2:6-16 

 
The 2000s was a golden age for Australia in the pole vault! 

It was on the same night that Cathy Freeman  
won the gold in the 400m  
that Tatiana Grig-ori-eva won silver in the women’s Pole Vault,  
and then Steve Hooker won gold in the men’s at Beijing in 2008. 

 
But then Steve Hooker’s career took a tumble.  

He pulled out of competition before the London games  
because he came down with a severe case of the yips.  

 
The yips is a golfing term that describes  

when the muscles tense up and you miss a putt;  
your body cant do what your mind tells it to do.  
Steve Hooker found that he just couldn’t get his body to jump.  
and so he had to go into intense training with psychological help in order to 
become competitive again. He lost his confidence, which is understandable 
when it comes to the pole vault  
because it looks like a dangerous sport! 

 
I wonder whether you’ve ever had a case of the yips! 
 
Perhaps you’ve had a case of the spiritual yips! 

Perhaps you can identify occasions  
when you’ve lost your nerve  
or found yourself lacking in Christian confidence.  

 
It’s possible to lose confidence  

in the message that’s at the center of the faith:  
the message about the cross.  

 
We can start to doubt  

that it really does teach us everything we need to know  
about how to be right with God. 

 
We can start to question whether it’s what others really need to hear; 

We can ask whether, as a church,  
we should be focusing on other areas apart from the message. 

 
We can loose our nerve in the moment,  

when an opportunity arises to speak about the cross and what it achieved, 
we can yet the yips and pull back and not say anything. 
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The Apostle Paul had good reason to have the gospel yips. 
He knew he wasn’t a great a speaker,  

and he knew that the churches knew he wasn’t a great speaker.  
He knew that the message wasn’t going to be welcomed by everyone,  
he experienced firsthand the anger that this message could evoke in others. 

 
But, he pressed ahead with it,  

and in today’s passage we see some reasons why the yips didn’t stop him.  
Do you suffer from Christian yips? Paul has something he can teach us. 

 
1 Corinthians 2:6. 
 Paul says We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature,  

but not the wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. 
What is this message of wisdom that Paul speaks?  
It’s the message of the cross;  
the message that Jesus of Nazareth, God and man in a single person,  
died on the cross as an atonement for human sin. 

 
Paul has already told the Corinthians how this message sounds foolish to some, 

The idea that we worship a man who was crucified,  
that true religion involves this weak act of self-giving,  
this is a concept that many people cannot stomach.  
And here Paul reminds us again that this message  

is not the wisdom of this age, or of the rulers of this age. 
 
Now why is that? Why is this message one that people cannot accept? 

Paul tells us in verse 7 No, we declare God’s wisdom, a mystery that has been hidden and 
that God destined for our glory before time began. 8 None of the rulers of this age understood 
it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 However, as it is written: 
“What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and what no human mind has conceived”— 
the things God has prepared for those who love him— 

 
Paul says that the message has been hidden,  

and because it’s been hidden  
it’s a message that humans cannot discern on their own.  
Our eyes cannot see it, our ears cannot hear it, our minds cannot conceive it.  

 
Why has it been hidden?  

Because from beginning to end,  
salvation is a work of God, not a work of human achievement.  
Just like it’s God and not humankind providing atonement for sin,  
so too it’s God who allows the message to be heard.  

 
And thank goodness for that,  

because imagine if it were up to human effort  
to perceive the mysteries of God.  
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We’d end up with only the smart  
or only those with the time to do the work  

who could discern the path to God.  
 
But salvation is not dependent upon our skill or our good fortune,  

its dependent upon God’s gracious actions towards us,  
grace to die in our place, grace to send us the memo that he did die,  
and grace to lead us to receive and believe it. 
and so it’s a message, Paul says, that’s destined for us and our glory. 

 
In terms of battling the Christian yips, one thing these opening verses do  

is that they help us manage our expectations. 
 
Last week I had surgery on my nose.  

I had a skin cancer diagnosed,  
and was told that a surgeon had to remove it in hospital.  
The end result has brought good news,  
the tumor is fully removed with no further treatment required. 

 
But when I was meeting with the surgeon beforehand he explained the procedure 

and he said, “This is going to hurt. A lot.”  
He had a list of side effects from the procedure and the first one was PAIN 

 
After the operation when he was taking out my stitches he asks “How are you?”  

I said “Well you weren’t wrong, We’re you?” he says “What do you mean?”  
I said “It really did hurt!”  

 
But that’s part of good medicine isn’t it?  

Not inflicting pain, but setting realistic expectations. 
Without them I might of felt that something was going wrong  
as my face throbbed throughout the night! 

 
We can have our confidence shaken when people don’t understand the cross.  

We find ourselves asking “what’s gone wrong? 
Is the message outdated?  

Is it not what people need?   
Do we need to change track?” 

Passages like this help us stay calm by setting the right expectations  
They say to us “Some wont understand”,  

 
But this passage also assures us that some people will get it.  

Having the right expectation also means knowing that some will respond. 
That God has determined some will understand can feed us some confidence. 

 
Another source of gospel confidence is outlined in the verses coming next: 
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Verse 10: these are the things God has revealed to us by his Spirit.  

How is it that some understand the message of the cross while others remain blind? 
Paul says the difference is the work of the Holy Spirit.  
In verses 10-14 Paul tells us that  

it’s the Holy Spirit who retrieves the message,  
it’s the Holy Spirit who transmits the message,  
and it’s the Spirit who helps us understand and believe this message. 

 
I want you to imagine a scenario. 
 You work for the Australian government,  

and your job is to investigate unusual phenomena.  
Do you remember that TV show the X-Files?  
Agents Mulder and Scully investigating UFOs and strange beings? That’s you! 

 
And so you make your way to a field where a flying object has crashed,  

and there’s a body under a sheet which isn’t human!  
And so you take the alien back to the lab and you need to write a report. 

 
What options do you have?  

You could just make it up, use your imagination.  
No one else has seen a creature like this so you’ve got an open slate.  
 
That might not be the best idea, so you decide to be a bit more scientific;  
you make some observations:  
you investigate the length of the body and the nature of the skin,  
maybe take a swab and wipe it on a petrie dish. 
That will get you some of the way,  

but there’s still so much more you wouldn’t know. 
 
What you also need is for the creature to wake up  
and to find a way of communicating with it.  
Then you’ll really get some serious information.  
What you need in this case is revelation,  

not simply imagination or investigation. 
You need the creature to reveal something of itself to you. 

 
Now in a way, God is like an alien.  

He’s not like us, he’s not from around these parts, he’s foreign to us. 
Sometimes this is referred to as God’s transcendence  
And because he’s so transcendent, it means he’s hard to understand 

 
What we need is for God to come to our level and reveal something of himself to us.  

We need the transcendent God to become immanent;  
close to us and understandable.  
And he does this through the person of Jesus  
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and he does it though the ministry of the Holy Spirit.  
Second half of verse 10: The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. 
11 For who knows a person’s thoughts except their own spirit within them? In the same way 
no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12 What we have received is not 
the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may understand what God 
has freely given us. 
 

Being God himself, the Holy Spirit knows truths abut God  
that we could never comprehend on our own.  
God the alien has spoken,  
And so we don’t have to rely on investigation or imagination,  
we have God’s revelation.  

The Spirit has searched the depths of who God is  
and has retrieved for us the truth about him;  
specifically that the cross was God’s act to save us. 

 
Now imagine once again you’re investigating this alien being  

and they’ve woken up and told you all about themselves. 
Your job now entails making known what you’ve learnt.  
Perhaps you give a briefing to the Prime Minister,  

or you write up a report for the government. 
 The next step is to pass on the knowledge and have it transcribed. 
 
This is the process described from verse 13 This is what we speak, not in words taught us by  

human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, explaining spiritual realities with Spirit-
taught words.  

 
As the Holy Spirit shared with Paul the mysteries of God,  

these mysteries where given verbal shape, and then Paul spoke of them  
in the synagogue and in the public squares and in people’s homes.  
And then he wrote them down in letters  

and then these letters were collected into the New Testament. 
so that we can know the mysteries of God as well. 

Their Paul’s words, but Paul says he was taught them by the Holy Spirit.  
We call this the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  
Paul’s message was inspired—it was from the Spirit— 
and because it was from the Spirit it revealed the truth about God. 

 
Now, as we read these words of the Holy Spirit in our Bibles,  

he remains on duty helping us to understand what he’s written. 
Verse 14 The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit 
of God but considers them foolishness, and cannot understand them because they are 
discerned only through the Spirit. 

Before anyone believes this message  
there’s one more thing that the Holy Spirit needs to do:   
he needs to enable us to understand what he’s saying.  
There’s no point broadcasting a message if the receiver’s not tuned in;  
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both ends need to be working, and so the Spirit gets to work on us as well. 
We call this the illumination of the Holy Spirit,  
he illuminates the message in such a way  

that we can see it, understand, believe and be saved. 
 
Think of the way our young people learn their school material.  

The teacher delivers the content,  
then the student might refer to a textbook,  

and then they may engage a tutor to help them understand it. 
Teacher, text, tutor, and for us the Holy Spirit is all three. 

 
Does that give you confidence in the message?  

It’s a message straight from God, a message straight from the source. 
 
It gave Paul confidence,  

and I think we start to sense a little bit of that confidence from verse 15 
The person with the Spirit makes judgments about all things, but such a person is not subject 
to merely human judgments, 16 for, “Who has known the mind of the Lord so as to instruct 
him?” But we have the mind of Christ. 

 Given that the Holy Spirit is working with us  
then there’s quite a bit that we can speak confidently about:  
The nature of God, what pleases God, what doesn’t please God,  
the need for salvation, the nature of salvation.  
These are things that the Holy Spirit has taught us,  

and we can make judgments about them. 
 
But there are plenty of people in the world who things such talk is arrogant. 
 I remember speaking to a very angry man on the church phone  

—this was a neighbor of the church, not a church member— 
and he said “you guys think that you’ve got a direct line to God” 
Well, kinda, yeah! In that God has said certain things  
and we believe we’ve understood him correctly.  

 
And so with regard to those things God has said,  

we are not subject to other people’s judgments.  
That’s what I think Paul means when he says  
such a person is not subject to merely human judgments.  

People will try and judge us, telling us what we can and can’t say,  
but why let them have the final say, when we’ve been listening to God?  

 
The critics outside the church don’t know the mind of God.  

Paul asks Who has known the mind of God so as to instruct him?  
The answer is no-one, unless God’s Spirit has been at work,  
as he has been in us: But we have the mind of Christ.  

So the spiritual origin of what we know is something that builds confidence, 
especially in the face of people who might want us to be silent. 
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So this is how we deal with the Christian yips.  
The opportunity to say something about our faith arises,  
we know others might not approve or accept what we know to be true,  
do we back out?  

 
 Or perhaps it’s late at night  

and we doubt that the message really is good news,  
we look at our lives and we think “how can god accept me”.  
We judge ourselves! 

 
Well, know this: the message of the cross comes from God, so the source is legit. 
And also know God has appointed people to believe and receive new life,  

so the message is effective, for both you and those you might speak with. 
 
Let’s pray. 
 
 

  


