
Prelude:  
  
Hello friends and family! Welcome to our first virtual Church sermon! These are strange times but I think 
this is pretty cool. We may not be here together in person but we are together in love and spirit… and on a 
Screen! I think that’s pretty cool. And I think these times have given us some great opportunity for 
Christians to think of new and creative ways to love and encourage each other. Here’s a couple examples…  
 

1. A Christian couple in my flat placed this under my door. It’s a little note saying that if we need any 
help with groceries, mail or just need to chat, give them a call.  

2. Moore mission Cancelled but we are going global. We’re using technology to create resources we 
can send around the world.  

3. What about you? How can you offer God’s comfort and fellowship in this time of anxiety and 
isolation?  

  
Jesus is still on the throne and as far as I can tell, we're going to do all we can at Waitara to trust him and 
continue to help you grow by teaching you the bible and praying for you.   
  
Well I hope you've all got your bibles in front of you because we're looking at 1 Corinthians 6:1-8.  
  
Prayer.  
 
Today's passage is about Internal church conflicts.  
  
Last week, in Chapter 5, Paul addressed a serious case of moral failure in the Church and talked about the 
importance of Church discipline. For Paul, and for us, our Godliness is top priority and he is not afraid to 
confront sin and refuse fellowship to someone at Church if it means the Truth of the Gospel is upheld, 
God’s people are protected, and it’s the best way forward for that person to repent.  
 
Unfortunately, this week the problems in the Corinthian Church sink even deeper. We learn that that the 
Corinthian Christians are taking each other to court over some silly church conflicts.   
   
Paul is perplexed!  
  
I don’t know if you noticed, but this whole passage is a series of Eight “interrogating” questions. Like a 
lawyer, who takes aim across  at the cross bench and fires question after question at the defendant…   
 

1. "Do you dare take it before the ungodly?"  
2. "Don't you know that the Lord's people will judge the world?"  
3.  “Are you not competent to judge trivial cases?”  
4. “Don’t you know that the Lord’s people will judge angels?” 
5. “Do you ask for a ruling from those whose way of life is scorned in the church?” 
6. “Is it possible no one is wise enough to judge a dispute between believers? 
7. “Why not rather be wronged?”  
8. “Why not rather be cheated?”  

  
You can feel his frustration. I learnt a cool word at college this week. “Discombobulated”. Say it with me if 
you like! Discombobulated. You learn a lot of cool words at Bible college. It means “Confused and 
distressed”. I think this is exactly how Paul is feeling about these silly church conflicts. 
 
Now, we don’t know exactly what these "trivial cases" or “silly fights” were but they were obviously things 
Paul thinks should be settled inside the church and shouldn’t need to be dealt with before unbelievers.  
 



Why?  
 
Well, I think there are two big concerns here, of Paul, that are important for us to think about. Two big 
concerns about how we deal with conflict that are useful for us. and that we too should care about. Paul is 
concerned about their…  
  

1. Christian Competency  
2. Christian Reputation    

 
Firstly, Paul is concerned about their Competency.  
 
Now, if you’re a parent, a school teacher, or have ever worked with Children, you'll know exactly what Paul 
means. Imagine if you had to call a private lawyer to resolve a fight about how much screen time your 
teenage children are allowed on the computer! Or imagine if you had to get the police involved because 
your five-year-old son had just trespassed into his sister’s room, tip toeing up to her desk, and raided her 
secrete stash of chocolate? That would be ridiculous! may feel like WW3, but these are things you should 
be able to deal with. as a parent. And it’s a part of your job to try help your children be mature, develop 
patience, listen, control their anger, be humble, recognize mistakes, say sorry, forgive, be kind, generous 
and solve these conflicts themselves. As a parent the mature responsible one, you should be competent to 
do that, and children  others should be able to look at your example and the example of Jesus and learn 
these things.  
 
But with the Corinthians, there is no-one competent enough to settle disputes.   
 
In this passage, Paul mentions two things that should blow your mind about your ability to settle conflicts 
at Church. Paul says, “Don’t you know that you will judge the world?” “Don’t you know that you will judge 
the world?” You almost want to say, “umm, no, sorry Paul, I did not know that”.  

 
Well, Jesus says in Revelation 3:21 “To the one who overcomes, I will give the right to sit with me on 
my throne, just as I overcame and sat down with my Father on his throne.” 
 
Jesus also says in Revelation 2:26, “To the one who overcomes and does my will until the end, I will 
give authority over the nations.” 

 
Paul says elsewhere in 2 Timothy 2:12 “If we endure with him, we will also reign with him.” 

  
This is a picture of incredible privilege and intimacy. Like a little prince who gets to sit with his Queen 
Mother at the desk of Buckingham palace as she makes decisions that affect her country.  
 
The bible doesn’t say much about what this “ruling and judging” looks like, especially what it looks like to 
judge angels, so I’m warry of speculating, but Paul’s point is clear. One day, Jesus will be the great judge 
and ruler of this world and we will play a part in bringing his justice to this world, just as God intended for 
us to do when he made people in his image and told them to rule over the world and take care of it.  
 
Like the little prince, it’s part of our destiny to rule and so we should certainly be up to the challenge of 
resolving our trivial conflicts now.  
 
And as Christians, you’re now filled with God’s Spirit, you’re armed with the scriptures and all the wisdom, 
knowledge and experience of people from all walks of life in our church here at Waitara, we should be 
more than capable of being mature. We can be patient, we can listen, we can control our anger, pray, be 
humble, recognize mistakes when they happen, say sorry, forgive, be kind and gracious, look to the 
example of our King Jesus and solve conflicts together.  



 
Paul is concerned about our competency and we should be too.  
 
Secondly, Paul is concerned about their Reputation.  
 
Last week Marty challenged parents to think about how our Children will look back on the great Corona 
Virus outbreak of 2020. What will they think of how we responded in this time of isolation and spiritual 
threats to our Christian fellowship? Will our reputation be one of a generation who prioritized Church, a 
people who thought of new and creative ways to love each other and looked to Christ for comfort, 
guidance and hope?  
 
In this passage, Paul is obviously concerned about their reputation and what non-Christians will think 
about all these silly church conflicts that these selfish, litigious, greedy, backstabbing Corinthians Christians 
are bringing to public courts. 
 
One two occasions in this passage He reminds them of how public their conflicts are: 
Verse 4: “you ask for a ruling from those whose way of life is scorned in the church”, 
And again in verse 5 “and this”, Paul says, “in front of unbelievers!” 

 
What does this behavior say about who we are as a people? You can almost hear Paul say, “Aren’t we on 
the same team? “The very fact that you have lawsuits among you “, He says in verse 7, “means you have 
been completely defeated.” 
 
If the purpose of Church is for people to meet Jesus, follow Jesus, grow more like Jesus and serve Jesus 
together, then you have completely lost. You may have won your court case, you may have been proven 
right, you may have been compensated for your loss, but what good has that done for the mission? What 
message does that send about the Gospel? We don’t want to be selfish, greedy, litigious and back stabbing 
but forgiving, gracious, wise and capable of solving conflicts for the good of both parties and for the glory 
of God.   
 
Jesus says, “A Kingdom divided against itself, cannot stand”. Paul says, “Why not rather be wronged? Why 
not rather be cheated?” Paul is echoing Jesus’s teaching. “Turn the other cheek. Love your enemies. He 
who has been forgiven little loves little.”  
 
Paul here is concerned about Christians having a reputation of being like Jesus and following his teaching. 
Paul wants Christians to be ready and willing to lose a trivial fight if it means our Mission is not 
compromised. 
 
Conclusion 
 
To finish, I want to ask, have you had any "Corona Conflicts" yet? As things shut down, people start to work 
more from home, shopping centers become crazier and if schools close down, I suspect things at home and 
church will become a little more tense. Maybe you'll be stuck at home and frustrated by the slow internet 
or the spinning wheel of death! Maybe, you'll snap and rage because someone's breaking clear rules about 
hand washing protocols, toilet paper usage and correct sneezing techniques! Or maybe you'll crack as 
claustrophobia sets in, you miss your church family and you exhaust yourself of ideas to entertain the kids 
now that so much has been canceled.  
  
Have you had any "Corona Virus Conflicts"? 
  
In these tense and strange times, where we are in isolation, in close contact with the people we love, I 
suspect things are going to get harder and we're going to be tempted to become more litigious and uptight 



with each other and get into some pretty nasty fights over some things that turn out in the end to be 
trivial.  
 
I suspect, we will need to listen to Paul’s concerns here, about our Competency and our Reputation. We 
are so competent and have so many opportunities now to be a community that loves each other and 
manage all the issues that will come our way in the Corona Virus. Christians willing have a reputation of 
going the extra mile, being wronged, inconveniences or even in harm’s way, if it means the Gospel can be 
preached and Christs love can be shown for all it’s worth.  
 
 
 


