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COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CHEER 
What a wonderful evening of singing carols, catching up with friends and feeling that Christmas cheer at the Wedderburn Xmas on High  

in December, with this being the first large community event since the start of the Covid restrictions in March 2020. 

Highlight of the evening for the little ones like Jack and Paige Soulsby pictured here, was the arrival of Santa and his Elf helper. 

For more photos and the full story turn to page 5. 
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If you would like the details and meeting dates of your community 
group on the monthly events calendar or if you would like to have an 
article published, then please contact Wedderburn Community 

House by the 20th of each month on: 5494 3489 , 

Or you can email your details to:     
wedderburnnewsletter@gmail.com.au 

Community and Volunteer group details are advertised free.  

Please try to write articles in a format we can transfer easily 
such as Word or Publisher and ads or posters need to be in a 
finished format and saved as Word, Publisher or Jpeg. 

Advertising Rates for S & S 
Community groups - Annual  amount of $50.00  

donation appreciated but not compulsory. 

Business Sponsorship:  $15.00 a month ( 4x9cm ) 
$150.00 per year (4 x 9cms) 

Deadline: 20th of the month 
Larger ads available.  

Contact Marg for prices. 

Support your local newsletter 
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February Editorial 
Marg van Veen    

- Lifeline. 131114 

- Headspace 1800 650 890 

- Kids Help Line 1800 55 1800 

- Men’s Line 1800 789 978 

- Sane 1800 187 263 

- Carers Australia 1800 242 636 

FOODBANK available at                                             

Wedderburn Community House, Library, Vic Roads, 

Tourism and other associated agencies now open 

Monday to Friday 9am—5pm 

Call 54943489. 

 How wonderful it is to be able to get out and about again in the community! 

Xmas On High was the first community event since the pandemic started 

back in March 2020. The excitement of people to be in the park, catching up 

with friends, sharing stories, singing carols and having fun was obvious. 

Hopefully we continue on this path, so we can all get back to our sporting, 

social and creative pursuits that we love so much. 

It was reassuring to see how well most in our community fared with the iso-

lation. In fact some have discovered the simple life, spending time at home, 

gardening, craft and family time is much more to their liking. Perhaps a bit of 

introspection was needed. 

For others they now have a new appreciation of family, friends and the im-

portance of community. For those who struggled it was nice to see how 

people checked on neighbours, and helped when needed.  

Actions such as the Anzac Day surprises in letterboxes, Tyson’s face masks 

and Suzie’s Front Door Project showed how small  actions can have a big 

effect on community. How lucky we are to have so many caring and creative 

people in our towns! 

Can’t wait for the start of our next big community project, ‘Birds Eye View 

Mural Project’ starting on 14th March. In the meantime the Community 

House is busy producing the new Welcome to Wedderburn Pack, providing 

foodbank, Centrelink, Vicroads, the gym, Op Shop, producing and selling 

local produce, running courses and in partnership with the Wedderburn  

Conservation Management Network landscaping the Pre-school's front  

garden. It’s going to be a busy 2021. 

To assist with providing all these services we have taken on 2 new staff 

members. Welcome to Dede Williams as our Administrative Assistant and 

Susan Gould as our new Education Officer. What a dynamic team we now 

have.  
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AUSTRALIA DAY AWARDS RECOGNISE COMMITMENT TO OUR TOWN. 

After a tough 2020, Australia Day 2021 is a time to reflect, respect and celebrate. Australia Day, 26 January, is a day to reflect on what it means to 

be Australian, to acknowledge our rich history and celebrate the selfless contributions of our volunteers in award ceremonies held across Loddon 

Shire.  

We reflect on the resilience of our communities in the face of a global pandemic, and the spirit of helping 

and giving that defines the Australian spirit epitomised in the Australia Day awardees being honoured in 

Loddon Shire. We respect the stories, histories and contributions of all Australians, especially our frontline 

workers and those who sacrificed so much over the past year, our business owners, our 2020 VCE stu-

dents and all student plus the parents who’ve juggled home schooling, work and life in general. We cele-

brate our nation’s place in the world – a proud, ancient, multicultural nation built on shared values that allow 

us to enjoy the freedoms and opportunities that other nations aspire to. Reflect, respect, celebrate – we’re 

all part of Australia’s story. 

Loddon Shire Citizen of the Year: Howard Matthews  

Best known as a Euphonium player and mentor  to musicians in town, Howard plays in multiple brass 

bands, regularly busks with Jake Murphy and even played the Nation Anthem at the Australia Day        

ceremony. As previously reported in Scoop, Howard has a long legacy in music having received the 70 

Years of Service Medal from the Victorian Bands League, but Howard has also been a pivotal member in 

many other areas of our community. 

Howard has made tireless contributions to the Wedderburn community since being a founding member of the Wedderburn Cycling Club in the 1950s.  

Howard’s service to Wedderburn’s sporting clubs extended to the Wedderburn Band Cricket Club where he scored at both home and away matches 

for many years, and at the Wedderburn Football Club, where he held the office of secretary from 1964 to 1968, and is one of only three people to 

take on this role for 5 consecutive years. He has also volunteered at the Wedderburn Golf Club, where his contribution to the club’s course mainte-

nance was always done humbly and dutifully. 

It was at the CFA Region 19 Wedderburn Urban Fire Brigade that Howard’s most significant volunteer service was made. Between 1955 and 1982, 

Howard held numerous positions including secretary and treasurer from 1969 to 1973, 1st Lieutenant from 1973 to 1975, and foreman/apparatus 

officer from 1961 to 1965. During 27 years of service with the CFA, Howard also attended regular training and competition events. 

Community Service Award for Wedderburn& Special Recognition for Covid Award — Susan     

Lockhart.. 

To those that know Suzie, it would be no surprise she won the Community Service Award for  

Wedderburn. Suzie has been a key member of the Redbacks Netball Club, Football Club,       

Wedderburn Tennis Club, Wedderburn Golf Club, she was part of the team that ran the bas-

ketball competitions, was a regular with the Mothers Club Concerts throughout her children’s 

schooling, she was even a member of the Rejoov sub-committee that revamped and estab-

lished the Rejoov Salon. Throughout our community you will see the handy work of Suzie 

everywhere. 

The past year saw Suzie’s ability to always find a positive in all situations come to the fore with 

her ‘Front Door Project’. For 3 months during the Covid isolation Suzie travelled throughout 

our     community taking photos of people at their front door or gate. In that time she took over 6000 photos (editing them all), visited 245 households 

throughout the district. The happy photos were sent to the families as a memento of this time in their lives, shared on Facebook and have now been 

turned into a video and book, to emphasis how families and our community pulled together to ride the storm of the pandemic. For this she was 

awarded Special Recognition for Covid 2020.  

Loddon Shire Community Event—Wedderburn Patchwork Group Community Christmas Festival. 

Making a local trifecta was the Wedderburn Patchwork Group winning the Loddon Shire Community Event Award for their wonderful Christmas Tree 

Festival., which had it’s 30 year anniversary this year. Started by the Wedderburn Craft Group, the festival has grown and become a great communi-

ty event for all ages, with craft and quilt shows, a market place and excellent catering, to help groups and individuals express their creativity and 

generosity. Each year the funds raised have been given to local causes. 

Congratulations to Howard, Suzie and the Wedderburn Festival Group on receiving this well deserved recognition and thankyou for all you do for 

your community. 
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Wedderburn Community House Courses 
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A maskless Christmas in the park 

The community welcomed back Christmas to Soldiers Memorial Park in December with our annual Xmas On High celebration. It 

was wonderful to see everyone relaxing and enjoying catching up with people at the first community event since mid March 

2020. A Christmas bonus was the lowering of mask wearing requirements just in time. 

There was something for everyone at this year’s event with music by Mikala 

McNeill, and our community carols lead by 

Amy and Cheryl Bailey. I did actually hear 

people in the crowd singing along this year. 

Hooray! 

The possibilities for buying gifts were wide 

ranging from Suzie and Faye’s  homemade 

Christmas puddings, to a stunning hand 

made rocking horse. It is fabulous to have 

so many    artisans in our community.  

The Lions Club bbq was a hit as always, 

along with the hot potato van, toasties, fairy 

floss and huge curly potatoes on a stick.  

For family entertainment you needed to look no further with a bouncy castle, music, and finally 

the arrival of Santa and his Elf. Santa was slightly delayed as he made a special trip out of 

town to deliver some presents to a family needing some extra Christmas cheer. No problem, 

as the crowd were waiting with anticipation as Santa arrived with his usual sack full of good-

ies. Being Santa he and his Elf are always on the look our for those who are a little shy and 

might miss out on the lolly rush in the crowd. Santa always makes the effort to ensure all our 

children share in the Christmas magic. 

How lucky we are to have so many wonderful people in our community to give up their time to help with these events. From driv-

ing the CFA truck for Santa, to staffing the bouncy castle, organizing the event, staffing our stalls, performing on stage and of 

course a special couple in red and green. All these people are volunteers and deserve a huge THANK YOU.  

To finish the night off I hope people took the time to visit all the wonderful Christmas light displays in shop windows and front 

yards. Again Sue-Anne and Brett Hackett won the Best Decorated House with their extraordinary wonderland which included 

Santa’s ute and reindeers coming down on a landing strip. What a hoot. The Best Shop went to a simple and delightful reminder 

of the meaning of Christmas, with the Uniting Church’s lit up nativity scene. Thankyou to all who decorated. It certainly made a 

magical ending to 2020, for the children and children at heart. 

QI  Quiz Questions;  
1.     Most people would have tried snorkelling, but have you had a go at under-

water or scuba diving as it is also known. What does the acronym SCUBA stand 

for? 

2.     Everyone has used or knows of the term “once in a blue moon” usually in 

the context   something that occurs rarely or infrequently. What is a “blue 

moon”? 

3.    Defibrillators have saved many lives in the early stages of a heart attack. 

Wedderburn has how many such life saving devices situated strategically 

around the town and where? 

4.    Australian Geographic, our foremost geographical magazine has been 

presenting the best of Australian nature, science and photography for more than 

30 years. Who founded AG? 

5.     Education in Wedderburn has changed many times since the first common 

school until, for the first time students could study up to matriculation level 

(Form 6) at the newly built High School. When did the High School open and 

who was the first Principal? 

6.    According to a recent survey in Australia, what televised sport is the most 

boring to watch?  

7.     In Banjo Paterson’s perhaps most famous poem “The Man from Snowy 

River” the central character was a mountain horseman who succeeded where 

all others failed. Who did Paterson base him on?    

8.     Wedderburn’s chlorinated swimming pool was built in the 1960’s. Before 

that, what were the official swimming “holes”?   

9.     With ever-changing State border closures and restrictions the profiles of 

State Leaders is quite high. Can you name the leaders of the eight Australian 

States and territories and their political affiliation? 

10.    One of Australia’s National emblems, the emu is the largest flightless bird 

in the world. True or False? 

Answers page 21 
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For more info call Dede on 

0407871327 
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Cemetery News 

Pre-Paid Expenses and Internment rights 

To provide burial services at Wedderburn Cemetery legislation requires the Cemetery Trust to 

maintain accurate and up to date records. The trust is receiving increasing claims, when a per-

son dies, that their burial expenses were paid for -sometimes many decades ago.  

It is vital that family members are aware of payments made and have documents to prove pay-

ment and to have these discussions early. 

Do you believe that you or a family member have purchased the “right” to be interned in Wed-

derburn Cemetery?  Have your circumstances changed in the intervening years and you no longer expect burial in the ceme-

tery? When the need arises, it is not possible to assume that a plot will be available nearby to other family members - unless 

the correct document, and payment has been received and plot site recorded by the Cemetery Trust Secretary.  

If your family believes a person’s burial has already been paid for, it would be of great assistance to the Secretary if this claim 

can be correctly documented before burial is required.  Contact the Cemetery Trust on 0498 725 480 or email 

wedcem3518@gmail.com so that historical pre-payments for a burial can be accurately identified. 

For more information about “Right of Internment”  

health.vic.gov.au/public-health/cemeteries-and-crematoria/rights-of-interment 

Garden n Grounds Update 

Throughout 2020 Wedderburn Cemetery has continued to receive care and attention from Cemetery Trust members and the 

public. Regular mowing, and management of weed growth keeps the cemetery looking cared for.  A working bee in November 

put additional effort into cemetery maintenance. 

The Cemetery gardens are looking great, and as planned they require little watering.  However, our water bill is unaccountably 

high for little watering of gardens.  The suspicious loss of considerable volumes of water have been reported to Coliban Water 

and the Police.  Payment of water bills comes from the fees charged for burials in the cemetery. 

The Historical Society has done a thorough job of photographing every headstone, in every cemetery in the Loddon Shire.  

This photographic record is a fantastic resource for family history researchers. 

Moving Forward Quilt Challenge. 

Kit Challenge for 2021 

 There has been a great response from the local area to enter the challenge and it will be a great exhibi-

tion of works showcasing our local talent. 

 The exhibition will be held from the 5th March to 14th March and will be at New Horizon Quilt Shop, 9a 

High Street Charlton. The hours will be 9 to 4 from the 5th to 13th and 9 to 2 on Sunday 14th. 

 Entry will be by gold coin donation with all these proceeds going to the Charlton Neighbourhood House 

and not only do you get to look at the wonderful items on display but you also get to vote for your favour-

ite item and this will help decide the winner of the challenge. 

 PLEASE come along and support all the people who have put in so much of their time and 

effort to enter and lets make this a great event for the town. 

 If there is anybody still interested in doing something for the challenge there are still kits availa-

ble, and a reminder to all others that your entries must be at 9a High Street Charlton by Feb 21. 

Kits are $10 each and contain 2 fat quarters, instructions, entry form and a few chocolates to 

keep you going. 



 

Wedderburn Community News                                                                      8 

Historical Snippets: 

Can you identify any of these photo's 

If so please to send us an email :   

secre-

tary@wedderburnhistorical.com.au   

with the code number for the photo and 

the details. 

    Open Monday-Wednesday 
9:30am to 3:00pm 

President - Irene Finch (0458 
073 080) 

Secretary - Alan Mulraney 
(0429 427 005) 

  
26 High Street, Wedderburn 

See us 
at wedderburnhistorical.com.au 

Wedderburn Historical  

Records Museum, Inc. (WHRM). 

Community Groups, Agencies and Events  

now open at time of publication 

Wedderburn Community House and other associated agencies  

WCH Courses start February 

Gym now open 

Story Time (see Calendar) 

Gold fields Library 

Men’s Shed 

Bingo 

Coach House and Gallery (soon to have an exhibition by a local 

identity 

Monday Patchwork  

Loddon Visitor Information Centre 

Wedderburn Development Asso’n 

WCMN (Conservation Network) (events) 

WHRM (Historical Society) 

Commercial Interests  

All shops are back to normal trading hours with a few additions: 

Carlie Clothing back in High Street 

*NEW* Sewing / Quilting Supplies, Gifts and local Produce shop 

opening in Wedderburn. Full story in March issue. 

Wedderburn Hotel with new outdoor gardenl 

Expected to be resuming  in February (please 

check with the agency or group before arriving)  

IDHS Agency/Bendigo Health 

Singing Group 

CWA 

Lions Clubs 

Wedderburn Patchwork Group 

 

Yet to resume: 

Indoor Bowling 

Ballroom Dance Classes 

Strength Training 

Remembering Wedderburn 

Geoff and Darryl Arnott 
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THE BIRDS ARE ON THEIR WAY 

After many delays due to Covid the much anticipated Birds Eye View Art Project is booked to start on the 14th March 2021. 

The artists, Andrew Bourke and Jimmy Dvate both reside in Melbourne, so have been unable to complete any of their art works 

for almost a year. Meaning that when they did finally escape the 

city they had a huge backlog of projects to catch up on.  

The excitement among the Open Air Committee members is tan-

gible, particularly as we see more of the artists works appearing 

at other locations, like the stunning silo project Jimmy recently 

completed at Picola (pictured). 

The project should take approxi-

mately 5 weeks to complete, with 

a celebration in early May to signi-

fy its completion. I’m sure many of 

you can’t wait to see what the 

subject matter will be. With so 

many lovely birds in our local are, 

like this Variegated Fairy Wren 

photographed recently by Meryl 

Wiseman, the options are endless. 

For those wanting to learn about the process of creating these art 

pieces, there will be plenty of opportunities with tours and workshops open to the public. To be advertised closer to the date, 

we will have walking tours around the murals, where the artists will explain their process and have Q&A sessions. We will have 

multiple tours so you can follow their progress from week to week. 

For those that hope to get a little more involved in the process, we will be running community workshops for anyone interested. 

In the workshops you will get the opportunity to paint your own artwork using the techniques the street artists use. We have 

been very fortunate to have had boards and paint donated for the community workshops, with thanks to Peter McDonald and 

the Loddon Shire for their support. 

To register for the Community Workshop call Wedderburn Community House on 54943489. 

You can also help the 

project by donating 

clean margarine, yogurt 

or butter containers to 

be used as paint pots 

in the workshops. Or 

you can still purchase 

one of the beautiful 

Wedderburn Flora & 

Fauna 2021 Calendars 

from the Wedderburn 

Community House or 

from Burge’s IGA on 

High Street. All pro-

ceeds goes towards 

funding the murals. 

 

Jimmy Dvates latest works include the picola silo. 
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Visit the Wedderburn    

Community House and see 

what we have in Store 

Free Online Meditative Drawing Program for Loddon Shire Residents. 

Loddon Shire Council has successfully secured funding from the Victorian Government’s Let’s Stay Connected Fund to enable thirty 
(30) shire residents free access to an online meditative drawing program to help reduce stress related to COVID-19. 

The Artly - Let’s Stay Connected Program starts on Wednesday 24 February with a live Zoom session, runs for 12 weeks and finishes 
with a final live Zoom session on 12 May.  It can be accessed online any time during the 12 weeks. Participants receive an art materi-
als pack posted to their door with everything they need for the program, and will be guided through simple pencil and paper-based 
drawing exercises that are designed to create feelings of relaxation and increased wellbeing. 

This fun and friendly program is for anyone who can hold a pencil and move it across paper, be supported to do so, or would enjoy 
the camaraderie of hanging out online with other people doing it. Participants will need access to a device connected to the internet.  

With mindfulness and relaxation as its focus, no prior drawing skills are required. Participants can connect, chat and share their draw-
ing journey in a private Facebook group during the program.  

Wendy Gladman, Director of Community Wellbeing, says “Even though COVID restrictions have eased in our Shire, many people 
have had a challenging time and are experiencing increased stress or social isolation as a result.  People in our community who will 
continue to exercise social distancing for some time to come, or who are still grappling with stresses associated with changes in so-
cial practices, impacts to their livelihoods, or increased care-loads will find this program a great support.” 

For more information or to register go to https://www.artlytherapy.com/online-courses , add the Loddon program to the Cart and 
Checkout for free.  Registration requires a postal address for delivery of the art materials pack. 

Free places are available to Loddon Shire residents on a ‘first-in-best-dressed’ basis, so register before 10 February 2021 before they 

run out. 

For more information about the program, call Gretchen Hillhouse from Art in Architecture on 0410 062 846 or email gretch-
en@artinarchitecture.com.au 

       

  

 

Beginners Classes  

and Practice Work 

Monday 10 am—3pm 

Cost $5 a session 

2021 Detector Jamboree Cancelled 

Urgent Attention please help spread the word - It is with regret that Wedderburn Tourism has decided to cancel the 2021     
Minelab Wedderburn Detector Jamboree 6 and 7 March 2021. 

This has occurred due to the uncertainty of COVID19 and the additional requirements volunteers face with event regulations. 

Along with the Jamboree the Garage Sales and Country Market have also been cancelled. 

https://www.artlytherapy.com/online-courses
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Wedderburn Garden Club 

On November 17 our Garden Club enjoyed their Christmas lunch. The first 

time we were together since the very first gathering in February. 2020 is the 

year we would like to forget. 

It was exciting to be together again and in the beautiful setting at Susan 

and Tim Lockhart's magnificent garden. Susan, with the help of family,   

introduced a scrumptious lunch for us all with the table set up under an 

enormous tree and umbrellas to produce lots of shade on a perfect day. 

Kris Kringle as usual was  

interesting as the gifts were 

related to our gardens. Just 

to be together was the     

highlight of the day as the chatter amongst us all made that obvious. 

Here's to a happy 2021 with Opening Day on February 17 

Sunflower Magic 

Talking about gardening...check out the monster sunflower Maureen and Michael Moore 

have grown in their garden. Looks like something from the movie “Little Shop Of Horrors’. 

This amazing plant grew from the seeds we included in our October edition of Scoop. 

Each year we send a small bag of sunflower seeds in the October edition for people to 

put in their garden and hopefully fill the town with happy yellow flowers when weather 

conditions are at their toughest, mid summer. What a joy it is to see these smiling flowers 

in gardens as you drive through town. Thanks for sharing this monster Maureen. 
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ARTICLES FROM THE AMBO 

As we ease out of COVID restrictions, Ambulance Victoria is pleased to announce the resumption of community education activities 

in an endeavour to make Wedderburn a safer community. 

Every year thousands of people in Victoria suffer a cardiac arrest, tragically, only one in ten people currently survive. A cardiac arrest 

occurs when the heart suddenly stops. Immediate action is critical to save a life. 

When a bystander performs Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) a person is twice as likely to survive. If an Automated External 

Defibrillator (AED) is also used, this survival rate dramatically increases.  

That’s why it is vital that bystanders act quickly in the first critical minutes of a cardiac arrest. 

 

 

 

 

 

Community education sessions will be conducted throughout February by Wedderburns’ very own Ambulance Officers to teach the 

important steps of saving a life. 

As we enter a new year it’s also a great to check your First Aid Kits and AEDs.  

Are all your first aid kits contents in your home, workplace or vehicle in date? 

Is your AED operational, are the pads in date, and is the AED registered with Ambulance Victoria? 

For more information come along to a FREE community education session or visit ambulance.vic.gov.au. Follow Loddon PCSC on 

Facebook (facebook.com/pcscloddon) 
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TETRATHLON CHAMPION 

Neve Nisbet has her mind firmly fixed on making it into the Victorian Tetrathlon team. 

Tetrathlon consists of a 2 km run, 200 meter swim, Target shooting with a laser gun and riding her horse in show jumping and           

x-country. In case you are wondering, the Olympic Pentathlon includes Fencing (swords not post and rail) too. Perhaps Neve next 

hobby to discover and conquer. 

Neve entered her first competition on the 13th of December in the Junior Novice Girls at Gladysdale in which she placed 1st ( riding 

Kelsea’s horse Harry as Neve’s has been retired with an injury). A squad selection weekend in Ballarat followed.  A competition in 

Geelong is next on the list and then one more selection day to come in February in Mansfield. Neve will not know if she has been 

selected for the Victorian team until May. Neve has enlisted the help of Personal trainer Carly Isaac to help her with her fitness. Ed-

wina Fry has been great helping Neve with her swimming. Hours and hours of time is being spent getting used to riding a different 

horse and keeping him fit. 

With lots of commitment, hard work (probably a couple of new pairs of sneakers too) and many miles towing the float let’s hope there 

is good news to come in May followed by Nationals in November. Good luck Neve. 

EASYTOW MALIBU AUSTRALIAN MASTERS WATER SKI CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Bridgewater on Loddon hosted some of Australia’s best      

athletes in water skiing this January when it held the 2021 

EasyTow Malibu Australian Masters Water Ski                  

Championships. 

Held over three days from 23 to 25 January, the event saw 

skiers travel from all over Australia for this premier event 

which is hosted by the Bridgewater Water Ski Club.  

Bridgewater Water Ski Club Secretary Craig Stephen said 

spectators watched strength, skill and ability on show during the weekend, resulting in lots of water spray and action.   

Slalom and jump were popular with crowds, but the tricks are always a favorite event too. 

Would you like to be more involved in your community? 

Are you feeling a little lonely, just moved to town, or bored at home? 

Would you like to give back to the community you call home? 

Do you like being part of a dynamic team, that have fun and support each other? 

If so, become a volunteer at your Community House. We have jobs/projects for everyone’s interests from gardening to cooking, 
marketing to photographer, Op Shop to cleaning. You tell us what skills you have and we will have the perfect job. 

Why not drop in and say hello. Monday to Friday 9am—5pm. 
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CANCELLED 

 

 

Loddon Shire Notes  

Outdoor dining activation continues to roll out 

Council is continuing to activate outdoor dining and entertainment across the Shire, with three sites launched last week at the New-
bridge Hotel and in Pyramid Hill at the Bakery Café and Coffee Bank. 

More outdoor dining and entertainment sites are underway, with hospitality venues in Wedderburn, Tarnagulla, Logan, Boort, Korong 
Vale and Bridgewater to launch over the next few weeks. 

Council is working with local hospitality businesses to activate outdoor dining and entertainment offerings to help them recover from 

COVID-19. This has been made possible through the Victorian Government’s Local Councils Outdoor Eating and Entertainment 

Package, under which Council was successful in securing $250,000 (ex GST). 

Voice of our Youth project report out now 

More than 5,000 young people from across the Loddon Campaspe region have participated in the Voice of Our Youth project. The 
project identified what our region’s young people want and need for a better education experience and easier transition to work.   
Conducted from July through to December 2019, the Voice of Our Youth project was a six-month youth consultation and listening 
exercise initiated by the Loddon Campaspe Regional Partnership. It engaged 12.5 per cent of young people aged 12 to 25 years in 
the Loddon Campaspe region on their experience of the education system. 

The report from the project is now available at www.voiceofouryouth.com.au  

Information Sourced from Loddon Shire Webpages:   https://www.loddon.vic.gov.au/Home 

Neighborhood Safer Places adopted 

At its meeting on 24 November, Council adopted the most recent Loddon Shire Council Neighbourhood Safer Places Plan –            
September 2020. This plan includes and confirms designated Neighbourhood Safer Places within our municipality in the townships of 
Boort, Bridgewater, Inglewood, Pyramid Hill, Serpentine and Wedderburn.  

Neighbourhood Safer Places (NSPs) are located at: 

 Boort: Boort Park Recreation Reserve (oval only) 

 Bridgewater: Bridgewater Memorial Hall (grounds only) 

 Inglewood: J Sloan Park playground (between the swimming pool and tennis courts) 

 Pyramid Hill: Mitchell Park Recreation Reserve (oval only)  

 Serpentine: Serpentine Recreation Reserve (oval only) 

 Wedderburn: Donaldson Park (oval area only)  
A NSP (also known as a Bushfire Place of Last Resort) are places of last resort if all other fire plans have failed. They are not to be 
confused with Community Fire Refuges, Relief Centres, Recovery Centres or Assembly Areas, each of which have a different and 
specific purpose. 

I urge you to visit the CFA website to find out more at www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/neighbourhood-safer-places/    

http://www.voiceofouryouth.com.au/
https://www.loddon.vic.gov.au/Home
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Register NOW for the next                 

Let’s Pivot Zoom Series!  

Join this free facilitated discussion series for not-for-profits, community groups, lead-

ers, and anyone who wants to be more effective or make a positive impact.  

 The series includes eight short sessions delivered Wednesdays 10.30am – 12pm from 

3rd February to 24th March. With each session building upon topics from the previous 

sessions.  

 If you are looking for support to adapt: for yourself or your services and programs; 

implement new projects; change approaches and plans; build resilience and strength-

en community connection; increase community involvement; improve online delivery; 

gain inspiration and ideas; be part of an encouraging network; or simply tune in to what 

others are doing – this series is for you!  

 Find out more and register at: https://makeachange.org.au/event/lets-pivot-

discussion-series-2  

These Zoom Discussions are part of Let’s Pivot program: supporting community lead-

ers, organisations, and individuals to change their strategy without changing their vi-

sion. For more information visit: makeachange.org.au/lets-pivot 

Remembering the 2011 Floods 
This week marks the 10 year anniversary of the January 2011 flood event; the 
second largest in local recorded history and significantly bigger than the Sep-
tember and December events in 2010. Written records indicate that its magni-
tude was exceeded only by the floods of 1909. 

The fast flowing flood travelled north from the upper reaches of the Loddon 
River, the Bullock Creek and Bendigo Creek, from outside the Shire.     New-
bridge was the first town affected, followed by Bridgewater. The flood waters 
then moved further north along the Loddon River dispersing into creeks and 
anabranches as it traversed the northern floodplains to       eventually enter the 
Murray River system.  

 At the flood’s peak, water volumes recorded at the Laanecoorie Reser-
voir spillway reached194 gigalitres per day. To put this volume into con-
text, Melbourne uses 460 gigalitres of water per year. 

 Over 30% (approx 2,200 sq km) of the Shire was impacted. At its peak, 
the flood was reported to be 90 km long and 50 km wide. 

Many farms and towns were directly impacted.  The flood progressively caused 
dislocation and isolation of many parts of the Shire with the flood waters cutting 
roads (including the Calder Highway and the Loddon Valley Highway for sever-
al days). Subsequent damage assessments confirmed approximately $30 mil-
lion damage was caused to Council managed infrastructure alone. 

We join those members of our community who will take sometime this week to reflect on the event, which delivered many challenges 
but also demonstrated the strength and resilience of our people and communities as they dealt with and then recovered from the im-
pacts of the flood. 

We know that many members of our community were impacted by the 2011 Floods.  If reflecting on the event at this time causes you 
to experience an emotional or physical reaction, we encourage you to contact your doctor, mental health professional or Lifeline on 13 

11 14. 
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Name:   _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:   _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City  / Postcode: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone 1 / Phone 2: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email:  _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature:         Date: 
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Bill Knight & Ann Lambert 

28 Calder Highway  

Wedderburn 

Opening hours  

9.30 am to 9.30 pm 

Monday to Saturday:  

Ph: 9762 7713  

Life Coaching 

Counselling 

Weight consultancy 

Crystal healing 

Spiritual Healing 

Massage 

Sports Injuries 

Head massage 

Deep Tissue Massage 

Neck and shoulder 

Massage 

Ear candling 

Waxing and all body 

waxing 

Tarot Readings 

Psychic Readings 

WEDDERBURN COLLEGE—A FRESH START 

Wedderburn College started 2021 Term 1 fully staffed and ready to make a good start after an on again/off again, on site and remote 

learning in 2020. 

New Principal, Danny Forrest, a proud Donald resident will lead the school into the new year. Simon Merrit is the new Senior Science 

teacher of Physics, Chemistry and Secondary Science classes. He is also the Year 7 Home Room teacher. Brooke Steptoe joins the 

staff as Business Management, Humanities and VCAL teacher. Sophia Hetherington will take secondary Art classes. Ben Pettifer will 

take up the PE teaching role. 

The school farewelled Tina de La Cruz and Steve hocking who have both retired. Chloe Gerin (Psychology and science) and Anthony 

(PE) have transferred to other schools. 

Jo Winslett and Haley Smith have been appointed as educational Support Staff after tempo-

rarily working in the past in various roles throughout the school. 

Ms Rachel Lechmere continues this year for some time managing the Literacy program and 

the Maths Intervention Program. 

Thankyou to all those staff members who have worked so hard to provide our students with 

the best possible education facility and who have supported our young ones with all aspects 

of their lives, education, sport, social and health. 

Congratulations to Tess Jackson for being awarded DUX for 2020. Tess said that she is 
“overjoyed with my results after the difficult year 2020 has been for all if us. I am looking 
forward to pursuing my first preference of Biomedical Science at Deakin University in 2021. I 
would like to wish the class of 2020 all the best for the future.”  Latest reports inform us that 
Tess did indeed gain entry to Biomedical Science at Deakin ans is very excited to move to 
Waurn Ponds and live on campus for the first year. 

She will be joining a few previous Wedderburn College students already studying at Deakin 

Geelong campus. 
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Pete’s Plant Pick 

Plant of the Month: Acacia pendula, Weeping Myall 
 

In a recent walk through parkland in Wedderburn, a tree stood out among the 
many other native and exotic trees in the park, the Weeping Myall. This      
attractive native Wattle belongs to the Mimosaceae family of leguminous 
plants (pea family) and grows into a spreading or erect tree up 10m high. Like 
many of the Acacia species this tree is endemic to Australia. Its common 

names include Weeping Myall, True Myall, Boree, Nilyah and Balaar. 

The Weeping Myall has a number of desirable features which makes it ideal 
for local farms and gardens. It is drought and frost tolerant and has a graceful, 
weeping habit and striking blue-grey foliage. Because of this, it is also popular 
in overseas cultivation, particularly in the Middle East. 

Acacia pendula distribution extends from southern Queensland, through to 
NSW and in north to central Victoria. Wattles usually have modified stems 
called phyllodes, which often look very similar to leaves. They can have many 
shapes and lengths. 
  

USES; Bird attracting, especially to seed eating birds; soil improving, due to 
the rhizobium nodules in their roots (a feature of all leguminous plants) will 
help in fixing atmospheric nitrogen into the soil. Ideal as a specimen or street 
tree. Good for shelter or windbreak. 

 

LOCATION AND SOIL CONDITIONS; In its native environment, it often grows in alluvial soils (soils that have been washed into by 
ancient seas, consisting of sand, gravel, silt and clay). It is also found in relatively heavy clay soils in Victoria. Its habitat (mainly the 
western side of the Great Dividing Range) gets between 400-600 mm annual rainfall.  

 

PLANTING REQUIRMENTS; Like all trees, ensure that you have adequate growing space. When planting, dig a hole twice the size 

of the pot and water in well. 

Several deep waterings are essential for proper establishment and a layer of mulch, which should be no more than 50mm thick. This 
mulching is very beneficial for water retention, especially during our hot summers. 

Weeping Myalls must have a well drained site as they cannot tolerate soils or locations that get waterlogged or have poor drainage.  

 

FERTILISING AND WATERING; Once the tree is planted, ensure that it is given an adequate amount of water to ensure healthy 
establishment and root growth. Once established, the tree will require little, if any, supplementary watering. 

 

CARE AND MAINTENANCE; Acacia pendula prefers slightly fertile, well-drained sandy soils, full sun and occasional watering. How-
ever, as a drought tolerant plant, it can survive long periods without watering at all, and will grow in part shade. 

The processionary caterpillars Ochrogaster contraria, may pose a threat to Weeping Myall, as they can defoliate it.  The Bag Shelter 
Moth, as the name suggests, builds cocoon-type structures out of the leaves of the Weeping Myall and the skin can get very irritated 
and itchy if it touches the caterpillars. In extreme cases of infestation, the insecticide Carbaryl can be used. This treatment is only 
worth doing in young plants however. It’s worth noting the moths rarely kill a plant. 
 

SPECIES SELECTON: Propagation is done by seed, which is collected between early October and January. This can be done using 
the water method of scarification. Put the seeds in very hot water (about 90C) and leave for 24 hours until they appear swollen, then 
sow them. This seems to be able to break down the tough outer casing. Another method of removing the outer coating (which is virtu-
ally waterproof), is by using sandpaper to abrade the surface, but this method isn’t usually used. There is also a microwave method, 
which involves zapping the seeds for a few seconds instead.  

Local indigenous nurseries usually stock Weeping Myall seedlings, but its best to check before you make the trip. 
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Answers to the Quiz.  

1.. Self-Contained Underwater Breathing Apparatus. 

2.     The infrequent occurrence of two full moons in a calendar month, (Once every two or 

three years). The second one has become known as blue moon not necessarily blue in 

colour. 

3.     There are four, situated at: Football Rooms Donaldson Park. Bowling Club Chapel 

St. Randall’s Foodworks and Community House Wilson St. 

4.     Australian Businessman and entrepreneur, Dick Smith in 1986. 

5.     1961. Barney Astbury. 

6.      Golf easily, followed by cycling and boxing.   

7.     Jack Riley, who Paterson met on a trip to the High Country. An Irish immigrant who 

initially settled in Omeo but soon found his true passion as mountain cattleman. Remem-

bered as an outstanding horseman he is buried in the Corryong cemetery. 

8.     The ”Salt Dam” in Nardoo Creek downstream from the present pool or the reservoir 

behind the current Caravan Park. 

9.    NSW, Gladys Berijiklian, Liberal. QLD, Annastasia Palaszczuck, Labor. S A, Steven 

Marshall. Liberal. TAS, Peter Gutwein Liberal. VIC, Daniel Andrews, Labor. WA, Mark 

McGowan, Labor. ACT, Andrew Barr, Labor. NT, Michael Gunner, Labor. 

10. False. The ostrich has that honour. The emu is second followed by the cassowary a 

native of Northern Queensland and New Guinea. The cassowary is also the most danger-

ous, known to have confronted and killed would be predators with savage kicks using its 

dagger like toes. 
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Wedderburn Men’s Shed is always happy to see 
new faces. The Men’s Shed is located on   Race-

course Road at the  Engine Rally Sheds.   

     9.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. Tuesday and Thursdays 

    Open Monday-Wednesday 9:30am to 3:00pm 
President - Irene Finch (0458 073 080) 

Secretary - Alan Mulraney (0429 427 005) 
  

26 High Street, Wedderburn 
See us at wedderburnhistorical.com.au 

Wedderburn Conservation 

Management Network 

Wedderburn Men’s Shed 

Wedderburn Senior Citizens 

Lunch Mondays 12 Noon  
Lorraine Kell 5495 1979 

Lions Club 

Lions Club meets the 1st and 3rd     
 Wednesdays of each month. 7.30pm 

At the Lions Clubrooms: Mechanics Institute 

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME. 

Contact Leo Matthews (President) 0427901006 

If you would like to become involved in caring 
for our local environment, join the WCMN. 

Meets 1st Tuesday of each month  
At Wedderburn Community House, 7pm. 

Contact  Trudy Nelsson : 0419 800 980 

Wedderburn Play Group 

Wedderburn Bias Bowls 

Every Monday 7.00pm at the  
Mechanics’ Hall Supper Room 

Anyone of any age is welcome to come along, 
join in the fun and meet new friends. 

If you would like to know more, come along on a Mon-
day night, see what is involved  

and find out more details. 

Wedderburn Historical Records 

Museum, Inc. (WHRM). 

Wedderburn College extends a warm welcome 

to all families in our community to come along 

and join in the fun of playgroup. 

Every Tuesday from 9 am to 10.30 in the BER 

building at the College. 

Contact: Carlie Turnbull 5494 3011 

Country Women’s Assoc. 

Second Wednesday of each month at 7.00pm. 

At the Senior Citizens Clubrooms. 

Contact  Rosie 0427 947 339  

Uniting Church 

Contacts: Wendy Ward; 0427 943 028 

Ruth Maxwell; 0427 058 544 

 

Uniting Church, High St. Wedderburn. 

Catholic Church 

Service times / dates to be listed on the notice 
board outside the Catholic Church 

For further Information :  
Louise: 0409 463011 
Joan: 0409 800 631 

Church of Christ 

Worship service  Sundays 11am 
After School club, Wednesdays. 

Run by Debbie & Graham Milne. 

Church of Christ. 
Cnr. Reef St. & Wilson St. 

Contact Ian Hall 54943149. 

 Wedderburn Library 

Monday to Friday 

9am—5pm at W’burn Community Centre, 

Wilson St, Wedderburn. 5494 3489 

Holy Trinity Anglican Church 

Enquiries: Rev. Judi Bird 0435 593 359  

In Her Shoes Ministries 

Wednesdays 7.30pm 

77 Wilson street, Wedderburn 

0414 866 909 

Wedderburn / Korong Vale RSL 

(sub-branch) 

112 High St, Wedderburn 

Open Friday nights from 5:30pm                

ALL WELCOME 
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Ask Agnes 

Often at Scoop we have people asking our advice on all 

sorts of topics. In response we have decided to start our own 

Agony Aunt Agnes. To have your problems  answered email 

Agnes at scoop@wedderburnch.org.au 

Dear Agony, 

Recently a close friend died from an ongoing illness..  

 She told no-one else but myself and her husband she was ill 

and even though she was losing weight and looking pale man-

aged to keep  things just between us. 

She left instructions for her funeral and due to CoVid we only 

had a small service which was on video to those unable to attend. 

Unfortunately her husband spilt the beans at the wake and told 

family members that I had known all along.  Now I am getting 

hate mail and I am not sleeping due to the stress. 

What should I do? 

Sal. 

 Dear Sal,  

This is very sad.  You obviously were a good and trusted friend and have 

been given a backlash from grieving  people. 

You are dealing with the loss of a friend and things you may have coped 
with before seem much harder.  My advice is to try to ignore these com-

munications and also to speak to a grief counsellor. 

Perhaps the bereaved husband could speak up for you? 

Time will help to heal the hurt you are feeling and in the meantime re-

member that you have been a loyal friend. 

 All the best, 

 Agony Agnes. 

Holy Trinity Wedderburn, Anglican 
Parish of Charlton-Donald – February 
2021 

What can a few words do?  
You would be surprised?  

Proverbs 16:24 “Kind words are like honey: sweet to the 

soul.” 

We all know how great honey is. For one thing, it sticks with 

you!! 

There is a sign advertising honey for sale down a lane off the 

Calder Highway in Wedderburn. How great would this honey 

bee (sorry, be) as it is most probably produced by local bees. 

Honey that drizzles over your toast, that sweetens your cup of 

tea, that binds the biscuit mix together.  

Let’s face it – everything is better with honey.  

So knowing all this, it is easy to see what this proverb is all 

about. Kind words are like honey - sweet and reassuring, com-

forting and encouraging. Kind words gives us a “buzzy” feeling. 

Something warm and precious inside. A glow, a boost, affirma-

tion that, well, maybe not everything is as bad as it feels. Kind 

words are little prompts from people we know or from people we 

do not know. “Can I help?” or “Let me get that for you” or “How 

is it going?” or just something as simple as, “Gidday” or “Hi 

there”.  

Acknowledgement from one to another. In a short moment, a 

kind word can be the one thing that changes things. In a small 

community, we are bound together through the things that we 

do together, but this is reaffirmed and underlined through the 

small conversations, the kind words, that we have with one 

another. Crossing the street, in the supermarket, outside the 

Post Office or over our fences. Kind words are a part of what 

makes a community stick together. Yes, there is a lot of honey 

to be had in Wedderburn, not just down the lane but out and 

about with the kind words that are sweet to the soul.  

Services at Holy Trinity Wedderburn 

3 pm Sunday 7 February  - Holy Communion 

1 pm Wednesday 17 February – Ash Wednesday ser-
vice at St Martin’s Charlton 

3 pm Sunday 21 February - Holy Communion 

3 pm Sunday 7 March - Holy Communion 
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Cahills Barristers and Solicitors 
Attending Wedderburn every second  

Thursday 11.30am – 1.30pm. 

By Appointment Only. 

At the premises at 73 High St, Wedderburn. 

For appointment contact Doug Cahill on 0428 507 138  

or Cahills Solicitors, Bendigo on 54439344 

  Mobile Phone Recharges 

  Toys and Games 

  Account Payments 

  Great Birthday Giftlines & 
Cards 

  Watches and Wallets 

  Bank @ Post 

  Working W/Children 
Check 

  Office & School  
Stationary 

  Passports & Photos 

M
A

S
S

A
G

E
 

0
4

0
9

 1
6

9
 3

6
0

 
ri

c
h

a
rd

st
e

p
h

e
n

so
n

3
6

2
@

g
m

a
il

.c
o

m
 



 
Wedderburn Community News                                                                            25 

FACE MASKS AVAILABLE AT          

WEDDERBURN COMMUNITY 

HOUSE           $ 5.00 EACH 

 E HARGREAVES & SONS 

      

Bruce Hargreaves trading as E E Hargreaves & Sons 

MBA 1413   DB-U 21036 

ABN 52 619 044 373 

Registered Master Builder specialising in building and construction work, exten-
sions and renovations, glazing, window repairs, new homes, renovations, garag-

es, carports, decks, and pergolas. Please contact for a quote. 

  1 Hospital St Wedderburn Vic 3518 
m. 0419 598 092 |p. 03 5494 3596 

Email  b.mhargreaves@bigpond.com.au 

 

 

 KurracaBurN Heights 
 

Boutique Accommodation 

 
Bruce &  Michelle Hargreaves 
1 Hospital Street 
Wedderburn Victoria 3518 
Phone: 0427 943596 
Email:  michelle@kurracaburnheights.com.au  
Website: www.kurracaburnheights.com.au 

World Day of  Prayer 

Friday 5th March 2021 

BUILD A STRONG FOUNDATION 

Since 1887, on or near the first Friday in March every year, millions of Christians have gathered world 

wide to pray for the issues of family violence, child abuse, human trafficking, and other forms of injus-

tice. 

Women of the Republic of Vanuatu (located in the South Pacific Ocean) have prepared this year’s 

service. The black and white sandy beached, coral reefs with colored fished, lovely birds, fruits and 

nuts in the forest, all make the islands a pristine environment but they are vulnerable ot frequent tropi-

cal storms, earthquakes, cyclones, tsunamis and active volcanoes. Women, men and children of all 

ages are called to ‘Build  on a strong foundation’ and live in unity, love and peace in the context of 

ethnic and cultural diversity like Vanuatu and some many other places around the world. 

World Day of Prayer is an international, inter-church organization which enables us to hear the 

thoughts of women from all parts of the world; thier hopes, concerns and prayers. The preparation for 

the day is vase. An international committee is based in New York and there are national committees in 

each participating country. Egional conferences meet to consider the service and then local groups 

make their plans. Finally, at a church near you, on Friday 5 March 2021 people will gather to celebrate 

the service prepared by the wormen of Vanuatu. 

The Day of Prayer is celebrated in over 170 countries. It begins in Samoa, and prayer in native lan-

guages travel throughout the word—through Asia, Africa, The Middle east, Europe and the Americas 

before fininshin in American Samoa some 39 hours later. 

You are invited to join us in prayer for the needs of Vanuatu and its people at a World Day of 

Prayer service. 10:00 am. Uniting Church Wedderburn. 

Guest  Harpist / Singer: Emily Rosner. Contact Susan Foreman 0421 184 588 

mailto:b.mhargreaves@bigpond.com.au
mailto:michelle@kurracaburnheights.com.au
http://www.kurracaburnheights.com.au
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Mon—Fri     6am—5.30pm 

Sat       6am—12.30pm 

Sun       8am—12.30pm 

 

 Adult vaccinations 
 Childhood immunisations 
 Check up and medicals 
 Baby growth & development. 
 Cancer screening & Skin checks 
 Counselling 
 Electrocardiography 
 Spirometry 
 Liquid Nitrogen Freezing therapy 
 Minor Therapy 
 Pregnancy Testing 
 Pap Smears 
 Nutritional advice. 

HOURS: Monday to Friday 
8am—4.30pm 
***Every second Friday we 
close at Midday*** 
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Open Hours. 

Mon – Fri:  8 am-5 pm 

Saturday/ Sunday: Closed 

 

Ph.: 54943334 

Mob: 0400350711 

 77 High Street  

Wedderburn 
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No job too small—Prompt Friendly & Professional Service 

1300 29 77 15 | jacksondigital.com.au 
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