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THE BIRDS HAVE THE FINAL WORD 
Under the watchful eye of the Mistletoe Bird, Loddon Shire Mayor Neil Beattie officially opened the first stage of the Birds Eye View 

Mural project. The launch was to celebrate the completion of six large murals by artists Andrew Bourke, Jimmy Dvate and Bryan Itch.  

Surrounded by giant birds and hearing birding stories from ornithologist and media identity Sean Dooley, the guests were welcomed 

into the wonderful world of birds. 

The celebration was the culmination of years of work by the Open Air Gallery Committee. The Committee was made up of representa-

tives from local business, Wedderburn Development Association, Lions Club, Country Women’s Association, Wedderburn Tourism, 

Coach House Gallery & Museum, local artists, with the Wedderburn Community House as lead agency in the project. 

For the full story and photos, turn to page 3. 
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If you would like the details and meeting dates of your community 
group on the monthly events calendar or if you would like to have an 
article published, then please contact Wedderburn Community 

House by the 20th of each month on: 5494 3489 , 

Or you can email your details to:     
wedderburnnewsletter@gmail.com.au 

Community and Volunteer group details are advertised free.  

Please try to write articles in a format we can transfer easily 
such as Word or Publisher and ads or posters need to be in a 
finished format and saved as Word, Publisher or Jpeg. 

Advertising Rates for S & S 
Community groups - Annual  amount of $50.00  

donation appreciated but not compulsory. 

Business Sponsorship:  $15.00 a month ( 4x9cm ) 
$150.00 per year (4 x 9cms) 

Deadline: 20th of the month 
Larger ads available.  
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June Editorial 
Marg van Veen    

As the lead agency for the Birds Eye View project, there were 
many demands on my time over the past year, but particularly 

over the past few months.  

Taking on these community projects is on top of what is already a 
rather hectic work schedule. It would not be possible to run such a 
busy and multi faceted place as the Community House and give 
the time necessary to make these projects a reality without the 

support of an awesome team of people. 

My team of staff, Board members and volunteers are phenomenal 
to say the least. They not only support me and my various      
projects, but constantly encourage each other to develop new 

skills and be the best person they can be.  

If ever anything is needed, they are there in an instance ready to 
have a go. So I would like to take this opportunity to thank each 
and every one of you. The Op Shop crew for your dedication and 
incredible teamwork, the front desk for stepping up to catering, 
always being the warm smile that welcomes people and ensures 
they do not forget Wedderburn. Thank you to the Scoop crew for 
ensuring this newsletter keeps our community informed,             
entertained and in contact, no matter what the crisis. Thank you to 
the Bingo crew for providing a much loved activity for people 
across the region, from St. Arnaud, Boort to Inglewood. To our 
teaching crew, many whom are having their first go at tutoring. 
Our community is lucky to have people willing to upskill and have 
a go. The garden crew for providing the Centre with gardens that 
are the envy of all other Community Houses (I’m told). Finally 
thanks to the Board and the committees that make the tough      
decisions on keeping the Community House and its enterprises in 

good form. 

We will miss Robyn Vella (our Chairperson) over the next 5 
months, but are excited to have Elizabeth Steinki stepping up into 
the role while Robyn’s away. We wish you lots of great               
adventures Robyn and Tony . Keep in touch so we can share the 

fun with you. 

If you would like to be a part of this exciting team, making a 
real difference in your community, we are looking for new 
volunteers and Board members. Call or drop in for a chat. 
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QI  Quiz Questions;  
 1.     Who wrote “Advance Australia Fair”? 

2.     What is the highest point in Australia? 

3.     The “Birds Eye View” murals are a big talking point around town. How 

many bird species call the Australian mainland home? Is it 628, 728 or 828? 

4.     Wedderburn Lions, a local service club and part of a worldwide organisa-

tion, does much good work in the community. Who is their current President? 

5.     The “Racecourse Paddock”, now part of the Wedderburn Golf Course is 

aptly named. Do you know any other sporting pursuits that occurred there in 

times past? 

6.     What was the name of the interstate train service that collided head on with 

a goods train near Violet Town over 50 years ago? 

7.     Tallangatta is known as “The Town that moved” Why? 

8.     Where are the majority of 4x4 utes available in Australia built?  

9.     Edith Cowan has been featured on the $50 note since 1995. What is the 

significance of this? 

10.   What is the new facility being installed in the car park at the Travellers 

Rest?    

 

Answers page 21 

LAUNCH OF THE BIRDS EYE VIEW MURAL PROJECT 

There had been attempts over the years to get a large art project off the ground, but it took the persistence of local artist Ross Currie to make the 

project a reality. 

Three years ago Ross approached Robyn Vella to gauge if there was 

any interest in an art project. Soon after the Open Air Gallery Committee 

was formed with Julie Benaim as Chair. 

Six sites for murals were identified. The next challenge was agreeing on 

a theme. Bush Heritage’s Jeroen van Veen presented to the committee, 

as to why birds are so significant to Wedderburn. 

Wedderburn is one of only two places in the state where four different 

bioregions meet. Meaning we have birds from not one but four different 

systems. Of the 800+ bird species native to Australia, Wedderburn can 

boast having over 200 in our neighbourhood. This makes our bush very 

special and something we should be celebrating. 

Now that the committee had a theme the work of raising funds and   

finding the right artists began. We felt fortunate to have the support from 

Creative Vic, Loddon Shire Community grant, Wedderburn Develop-

ment Association, Wedderburn Tourism, Coates Hire Bendigo, Haymes 

Paints Bendigo,  Inglewood & District Community Bendigo bank, Coach 

House Museum, Korong Historical Society, Wedderburn Patchwork 

Group, Wedderburn Community House and the Uniting Church. 

The committee studied the works of many artists. It soon became     

obvious what style of art we liked and who were the best artists for 

birds. Jimmy Dvate and Andrew Bourke were commissioned to         

complete the 6 murals, some as individual artists, some as                

collaborations. To our    delight they brought Bryan Itch with them and 

he ended up completing the Kookaburra on the Hotel wall. 

It was 6 weeks of the artists pouring their heart and souls into their works. So much so, that Andrew became ill just before the launch and couldn’t be 

there to represent the boys. He does inform me that he will be dropping into town again soon to catch up with everyone. The artists not only painted 

walls, they shared their skills with local artists, encouraged our youth to get involved with the murals and spent hours talking to passing tourists and 

locals alike. I hear beating Andrew on the pool table was great entertainment for certain young members of the community.  

At the official launch we were very lucky to have comedian, author, ABC presenter and Bird Life Australia Media Manager Sean Dooley as our guest 

speaker. His first ever bird watching experiences outside of Melbourne, as a teenager on school camp, were actually here in Wedderburn. While he 

spoke a Raven flew overhead with an egg it had just poached from someone’s nest. Sean shared funny stories about the unique character of various 

bird species and reiterated the vital role Wedderburn has in protecting our wonderful native birds and how lucky we are to be the home of birds. 

Mayor Neil Beattie officially opened the Birds Eye View project and invited all to a sumptuous lunch across the road at the Coach House Gallery.   

People spent the rest of the day mingling, eating and sharing their favourite bird stories. 

Thanks to the wonderful committee that made this happen; Julie Benaim (chair), Alex Holt, Robyn Vella, Murray Smythe, Ross Currie, Jude Raftis, 

Allison Hargreaves, Lee Elliot,  Denise Nicholls and myself. Can’t wait for stage 2. 
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COMMUNITY DEMAND ACTION WITH CHILDCARE CRISIS 
Almost 10 years ago an alliance of health services in the north of the Loddon Shire and the Loddon Shire themselves carried out 

research projects to identify the greatest needs amongst women in Lod-

don. Both reports came back with almost identical results. The number 

one needs for women in the Shire was child care services. 

Almost 10 years on and little has changed. Women are still forced to 

either travel miles to other towns for child care, not work, or move else-

where. So a group of young mums from Wedderburn are taking action 

and need your support. 

Wedderburn and surrounding areas ‘KEEP FAMILIES LOCAL’    cam-

paign is fast gaining momentum and NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT! Along 

with Wedderburn College, we have formed a group to          advocate for 

sustainable childcare and after school care services in Wedderburn.   

Louise Staley, our local state member for the seat of Ripon has           

announced a petition to gather signatures in support of finding a    long-

term solution. Louise will be taking this petition to parliament on the 15TH 

of June along with written and video recorded impact        statements.  

WHAT WE NEED FROM YOU!  

Sign our petition: These are in several locations around Wedderburn e.g. The Community House, Steels Butchers. If you cannot 

locate a petition, please contact the email below and we will come to you!  

Submit an Impact Statement: We want to hear your stories, past and present! We want to know how the lack of childcare has    

impacted you. This includes grandparents, business owners and families no longer living in Wedderburn. All your stories are of value 

and would greatly contribute to our fight.  

Need a hand? We are here to help! We can film your statement, help you put your story into words as well as provide you with      

examples of our own.  

Share our Story: Tell your friends, colleagues and families and help amplify our voices.  We need all the support we can get to keep 

the momentum going! 

Please submit your impact statement to: keepfamilieslocal@gmail.com or contact Rachel Ellsmore on Ph: 0422079821 if you require 

further assistance or access to a petition.  

DONALDSON PARK COMMUNITY HUB SCORES                             

$1.38 MILLION TOWARDS REDEVELOPENT 

Donaldson Park in Wedderburn is set for a major transformation, thanks to a $1.38 million funding boost  from the Government’s 

Community Sports Infrastructure Stimulus Program. 

The project will upgrade facilities at Donaldson Park, including: the construction of a new multi-sport and community focussed pavil-

ion with four gender neutral change rooms, carparking, new multi-faceted play space for all abilities, landscaping and internal paths 

and large solar installation with batteries. 

The project is expected to create new full-time jobs during the planning and design phase, and additional jobs when construction 

commences.  

A total of 70 projects have benefited from a share of $178 million from the Community Sports Infrastructure Stimulus Program, part of 

the Government’s $1.05 billion investment in community sport and recreation infrastructure since 2014. 

For more information about the program and details on projects, go to sport.vic.gov.au.  

mailto:keepfamilieslocal@gmail.com
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Register your school 

for free copies:  https://

www.adaptloddonmall

ee.com.au/forkids/ 

https://www.adaptloddonmallee.com.au/forkids/
https://www.adaptloddonmallee.com.au/forkids/
https://www.adaptloddonmallee.com.au/forkids/
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COACH HOUSE FUNDRAISING LUNCHEON 

The Coach House Gallery recently hosted the com-

munity to a camp-oven lunch to support the Bird 

Mural Project. 

The Open Air Gallery would like to thank the        

community for their support of our fundraiser. It was 

held at the Wedderburn Coach House Gallery and 

Museum in order to raise funds for the second stage 

of the mural project. There were 120 people in     

attendance, who enjoyed the sunshine, scrumptious 

meal and entertainment. We are happy to announce 

the day raised $2566. 

A special thank you must go to our entertainers   

Ernie Johns, Kerry and Ros with their country music 

band, Dede and her dancing troupe, Alex with her 

amazing bird dancers and Mikala McNeill. We also 

heard from the Bendigo Poet: Brenda                      

 

Stevens-Chambers and our MC Gavan Holt. 

Ernie and the band warmed the crowd up for a sensational day. The delightful 

ballerina had everyone cooing as she fluttered around to Mikala’s songs. Giggles 

were the name of the game with Alex’s  bird poem, with innocent bystanders 

dragged in to be various birds. The crowd roared with laughter at Graeme’s Willy 

Wagtail and Butch’s Peacock, and crowd favourite was Glenda’s Golden Whistler. 

This was than followed by some fun dancing with Dede. I don’t think we’ll be lining 

up for Strictly Ballroom anytime soon, but it did help work some of the delicious 

lunch off and was lots of fun. Revellers then relaxed to the country tunes with Er-

nie and crew for the rest of the afternoon. 

A big thank you to all, plus the many helpers on the day, especially Graeme     

Nichols who cooked the Camp Oven meal for everyone and the Lions Club for 

their support . 

Raffle Winners: Jess Polkinghorne, Sam Isaac and Lorna Booth 

Are you a member of the Wedderburn Community House? 

 Memberships are ready to be renewed for 2021/2022, or become a new member. 

Use the link below to print an online copy, or come to Wedderburn Community                      
House for a paper form.  

Single $7:00, Family $10.00 

Not only gives you discounts on gym memberships and other services, but you are ensuring our       
community remains well resourced with Centrelink, Vicroads, training options, events, a gym, Op Shop, 
Bingo, Rejoov, community garden, markets, Scoop, Spring Dance, Garden Expo, Pop Up Restaurants, 

local produce sales and much more. 

2021/2022 WCH Membership 

The peacock looks on as the Willy Wag Tail dances 

The crowd were entertained by Mikaea McNeill, while Bella the ballerina fluttered like a bird. 

https://wchnews.s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/2021_2022WCH_flyer.pdf
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Beginners Classes  

and Practice Work 

Mondays 

10 am—3pm 

Cost $5 a session 
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ANZAC Day in Wedderburn and Korong Vale 2021 
In the cool, predawn darkness on 25th April an attendance of approximately 100 souls quietly entered Wedderburn’s Soldiers Memorial Park to 

observe and take part In that most traditional of ANZAC Commemorations – The Dawn Service. 

Following an official welcome and opening address, Wedderburn P12 College Senior Captains Kelsea Nisbit and Taj Rodwell shared the reading 

of a poem by Banjo Paterson, “We’re all Australians now” that they felt reflected a connection to the original ANZACS at Gall ipoli. 

This was followed by “The ANZAC Requiem” a tribute to all Australians who served and suffered and died for causes they believed in. Written 

after WW1 by Dr CEW (Charles) Bean, Australia’s first official war correspondent, it has been continually updated to reflect conflicts as they oc-

curred.     

Pipers are much in demand on ANZAC Day, so Wedderburn was most pleased to have present Cpl Piper Jason Blake of the Golden Ci ty Pipe 

Band in Bendigo. With the haunting sounds of the Great Bagpipes of Scotland, the Lone Piper played the traditional Scottish Lament “Flowers of 

the Forest” while wreath laying took place. Wreaths were laid by the RSL, Loddon Shire, Wedderburn College, Victoria Police, Lions Club of Wed-

derburn, Wedderburn Fire Brigade and Ambulance Victoria. 

As the eastern sky began to lighten and sunrise was imminent “The Ode” was recited. Then the RSL’s official bugler, Jake Murphy played “The 

Last Post” which led into the two minutes silence, at the end of which the flag orderlies slowly raised the flags of Australia and New Zealand to full 

mast as the bugler played the “Rouse”. 

To conclude the Dawn Service the National Anthems of both countries were played followed by closing remarks and an invitation to a “Gunfire 

Breakfast” at the RSL premises catered by the Lions Club of Wedderburn. 

Later, a midmorning ANZAC Service was held at Borella Park in Korong Vale attended by an estimated 60 local residents. This service followed a 

similar format without, unfortunately the Piper who had other ANZAC Service commitments. Kelsea Nisbit read Banjo Paterson’s poem “We’re all 

Australians now” for the third time in two days and got better and better with each presentation! 

Jake Murphy’s playing of the “Last Post” and “Rouse” to bookend the Silent Tribute and raising of the Australian Flag to full  mast was once again 

outstanding. We, as a community are most fortunate to have amongst us such a fine young musician who is willing to share his love of music with 

us all. 

No gathering in the country is complete without a cuppa and something to eat and Korong Vale is up there with the best. A morning tea in the 

finest traditions of country hospitality at the local hall concluded ANZAC Day for 2021.  



 
  Wedderburn Community News                                                                       10 

WEDDERBURN COLLEGE CROSS COUNTRY  
The Wedderburn College Cross-Country event was run on Monday 10th May 2021. Extremely trying conditions saw rain and wind 

doing its best to spoil day. With the terrible weather, some would 

have been forgiven for lacking enthusiasm, however all competitors 

showed a genuine willingness to participate and do their very best. 

All runners represented not only themselves extremely well but their 

houses (Jacka and Ansett) and the college as a whole. Well done 

to all.  (Source: Wedderburn College Newsletter—FB Page) 

PREP GIRLS  1. Lexi Ambler  2. Lara Polkinghorne  3. Belle Derks                                    

PREP BOYS     1. Nate Turnbull  2. Archie Polkinghorne  3. Jaxon Jack-

son                                

GRADE ONE  GIRLS   1. Sofia Caserta & Mia Clarke  2. Mia Collins   3. Gabbie Jaques 

GRADE ONE BOYS   1. Jye Laverty-Smith  2.  Brax Noordennen  3. Noah Dooley 

GRADE TWO  GIRLS  1. Aliana Zeini        GRADE TWO BOYS  1. Nate Crees  2. Zane Polkinghorne   3. Haize Schroeder                         

GRADE THREE  GIRLS  1. Meika Collins                     GRADE THREE BOYS  1. Brodie Turnbull.  2. K.B  3. Logan Tucker  

GRADE FOUR GIRLS  1.Lily Finch  2.Gypsy-Rose Derks   3.Aysha-Rose Sullivan   GRADE FOUR BOYS   1. Blaz Cramp   2. Flynn Lonza  3. 

Charles George                                

GRADE FIVE GIRLS  1. Violet Stephenson  2. Ava Rose  3. April Reid     GRADE FIVE BOYS   1. Ben Cunningham  2. Trai Clarke     3.BB 

GRADE SIX GIRLS    1. Kayla Cramp  2. Layla Perry  3.Emily Caruana    GRADE SIX BOYS  1. Aihen Turner  2.Morgan Lonza  3. Jake Ward 

JUNIOR GIRLS   1. Amelia Buschman   2.  Lilian Stephenson  3. Kalais Crees                                                           

JUNIOR BOYS  1. Evan Mc Coy  2. Travis Lowe  3. Beau Hartnell 

INTERMEDIATE GIRLS   1.Neve Nisbet & Ella Bailey  2. Eliza Turnbull & Pippi Hartnell  3. Danelle Badenhorst                                                              

INTERMEDIATE BOYS  1. Junior Whyman   2. Dylan Caruana   3. Conrad Sugden 

SENIOR GIRLS  1. Olivia Lockhart  2.Aliza Lockhart  3. Crystal-Lee Hardiman   

SENIOR BOYS  1.Isaac Holt 2. Zac Slide 3. Tyson Woodman 

TOTAL OVERALL SCORE:              JACKA     1855 points              ANSETT   1394 points    
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NORTH CENTRAL CROSS COUNTRY 
Eighteen students represented Wedderburn College at the North Central District 

Cross Country held in St Arnaud on Friday 14th May. All students ran   extreme-

ly well and gave their best effort.  

Five kilometres in 16 minutes and 58 seconds saw Isaac Holt claim 1st place in 

the Senior Boys. Olivia Lockhart was runner-up in the Senior Girls division and 

Ella Bailey finished in 3rd place for the intermediate girls.  

There was also a significant number of top 10 place getters. Considering some 

age groups saw upwards of fifty students competing, this was a great effort.  

The most impressive aspect of the day was how well all students represented   

Wedderburn College with their effort, participation, behaviour and encourage-

ment of their peers.  

Well done everyone.  

NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK IN LODDON SHIRE 
Last week Council celebrated National Volunteer Week to thank all those in our community who give so much of their time, 

passion and energy to make Loddon Shire a great place to live, work and play. 

As part of National Volunteer Week, Council organised workshops for our Community Asset Committees. These workshops 

and future events provide information to assist our volunteers with training and information so that they have the skills and  

support to enjoy their activities. 

Council is also working with schools in the region to connect students with volunteering opportunities in the community. 

As part of National Volunteer Week, I took the opportunity to launch Council’s new Volunteer Handbook, which is designed to 

help volunteers understand their roles and responsibilities when volunteering in Loddon Shire Council. 

All our Community Asset Committees 

will be sent copies of the Volunteer 

Handbook. If you’d like one sent to you, 

please    contact Council on (03) 5494 

1200. 

It was also an honour to hand out certifi-

cates to our Loddon Visitor Information 

Centre volunteers, as part of the cen-

tre’s     Volunteer Familiarisation Tour 

last Tuesday. The certificates were pre-

sented during a morning tea at the 

Spanner Sculpture Gardens in Boort. 

Volunteers also toured (and enjoyed 

tastings) at the Simply Tomatoes and 

Country Wool Bedding new   shopfront 

in Boort, viewed sculptures at Little Lake Boort, toured the Pyramid Hill township (with lunch at the Pyramid Hill     Victoria Ho-

tel) and the East Loddon Woolshed. 

If you would like more information about volunteering in Loddon Shire, visit www.loddon.vic.gov.au/Our-Council/Working-with-

us/Volunteering-with-Loddon-Shire-Council 
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Pete’s Plant Pick 

Plant of the Month:  

Acacia genistifolia, Spreading Wattle 

While we are all admiring the paintings of the beautiful birds that live in and 

around Wedderburn, spare a thought for the reason that we have these beautiful 

birds. The reason that we have the abundance of species in this area, is be-

cause they have access to food, shelter and habitat.  Without these factors, 

many of these beautiful birds would simply not be here. 

This month`s plant pick is a small tree that gives food shelter and habitat for 

these birds, but is also attractive and easy to grow. 

The Spreading Wattle is a beautiful little tree, indigenous to Wedderburn and 

surrounding areas. 

Its prickly leaves provide a safe haven for the smaller birds like wrens, robins 

and food for the seed eaters. The phyllodes (leaves) are narrow and rigid, about 

15-30 mm long with a sharp point. The cream or pale yellow flowers occur in 

globular-shaped clusters from the axils of the phyllodes. Flowering may occur 

over a long period from late summer to spring. 
  

USES; Bird attracting, especially to seed eating birds; habitat, protection for 

native birds especially in urban areas; soil improving, due to the rhizobium nod-

ules in their roots (a feature of all leguminous plants)- this fixes atmospheric 

nitrogen into the soil.  
 

LOCATION AND SOIL CONDITIONS; In its native environment, it often grows 

in alluvial soils (soils that have been washed into by ancient seas, consisting of sand, gravel, silt and clay). It is also found in rela-

tively heavy clay soils in Victoria. Its habitat is mainly the western side of the Great Dividing Range that gets between 400-600 mm 

annual rainfall. Will tolerate partial shade and can be planted near other trees. 
 

PLANTING REQUIREMENTS; Like all trees, ensure that you have adequate growing space. When planting, dig a hole twice the 

size of the pot and water in well. 

Several deep waterings are essential for proper establishment and a layer of mulch, which should be no more than 50mm thick. 

This mulching is very beneficial for water retention, especially during our hot summers. 

Spreading Wattles must have a well drained site as they cannot tolerate soils or locations that get waterlogged or have poor drain-

age.  

FERTILISING AND WATERING; When the tree is planted, ensure that it is given an adequate amount of water to ensure healthy 

establishment and root growth. Once established, the tree will require little, if any, supplementary watering. Fertilizing is usually not 

necessary. 

CARE AND MAINTENANCE; Acacia genistifolia are relatively maintenance free and because it is drought tolerant, it can survive 

long periods without watering at all, and will grow in part shade once established. 

SPECIES SELECTON: There is only one species of Acacia genistifolia. Propagation is relatively easy by normal seed raising meth-

ods following pretreatment by soaking in boiling water or by scarification. Cuttings may be also be successful. Not readily available 

in commercial nurseries and you may have to source the plant from local indigenous nurseries. 

 

As a special offer to our readers the first 30 people to drop into the Community House can receive a FREE 

Spreading Wattle, thanks to Neanger Nursery Bendigo and Pete’s Pick. 
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COLLEGE CHAT 
 VCAL students at Wedderburn P-12 College have been out and about lately in the community, participating in a number of activities as part 

of their VCAL program. Over the last few weeks, students have had the privilege of working with several community volunteers whereby, they 

have gained new skills and demonstrated a number of employability skills such as teamwork, communication, problem solving and initiative. 

Students have been fortunate to also learning about the local history whilst working with the volunteers. 

VCAL students worked alongside Annette Robertson the Secretary from 

the Wedderburn Cemetery Trust helping her to do some general mainte-

nance around the cemetery such as weeding around the graves, picking 

up rubbish, sweeping and taking the rubbish away in the wheelbarrow. 

Annette told the students about the importance of some of the graves at 

the Cemetery which students were quite fascinated to learn about. 

VCAL students also were given the opportunity to be involved in 

producing eucalyptus oil with a number of volunteers, with the end 

product being bottled and sold to visitors to purchase from the 

‘Produce Pantry’ at Wedderburn Community House. A big thank 

you to Robyn Vella for giving up her time on her day off to volunteer 

and share her passion with the VCAL students to help them experi-

ence the process of making eucalyptus oil from the local ‘blue Mal-

lee’ leaves alongside volunteers Warren, Greg and Maurie. Robyn 

Vella also shared her wealth of knowledge about the history and 

environment of Hard Hill Tourism Reserve with Year 9 students 

including information on the biomes of the area, human impact on the land and history of the gold mining of the area.  

VICTORIA’S NEW CLIMATE CHANGE STRATEGY:                   

NOW LAUNCHED 

Victoria’s new Climate Change Strategy has been launched, announcing what is one of the most significant policies in our state’s 

history -  

The strategy commits Victoria to cut emissions by 28-33 per cent by 2025, and by 45-50 per cent by 2030 on the way to net-zero 

emissions by 2050. It also lays out how the Government will achieve this, including:  

 ·         supporting more clean energy, creating jobs, cutting costs for households and businesses and strengthening our energy 

 system  

·         driving innovative technologies  

·         ensuring 50 per cent of new light vehicle sales are zero emissions vehicles by 2030  

·         that all new buses purchased from 2025 will be ZEV 

·         safeguarding our natural environment to reduce emissions  

·         ensuring our farmers can take up new technologies and practices, and supporting Victorian businesses and communities to 

 cut emissions.  

The Loddon Mallee Climate Ready Plan will support and guide the delivery of this new state-wide strategy. To view the DRAFT 

plan and leave feedback visit the ADAPT Loddon Mallee WEBSITE 

Also have a look at the Climate Change for Kids Free Book offer. 

https://www.adaptloddonmallee.com.au/our-plan/
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For more info call Dede on 

0407871327 

Friday 4 June 2021 

Boort Memorial  Hall,  

Godfrey St 

7:30pm-11:30pm 
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Guide Dog Puppy Training 

Before a Guide Dog becomes the ‘eyes’ of a blind person, they must learn obedience, patience and to look to their handler for 

guidance. They also need to grow up. The answer to this is to host a puppy for several months and some of our locals have just 

done that. 

Maria and Jacko: two of our volunteers: hosted a puppy and this is their experience. 

What prompted you to raise a puppy and train it for Guide Dog Australia? 

We visited a stand at Southern Cross Station, and decided that we could do this. We thought it would be a rewarding thing to 

achieve as well as helping someone in need. 

So we completed an application form. This was approved and we had a visit to assess our house, the yard and the suitability for 

a puppy. 

What did you have to train the puppy in? 

Pepper—our puppy—had to be trained to Sit, Stay, Lie-down, and Come. She had to be taught to wait for her food, to not chase 

cats and balls, and to not get distracted by food, other people or animals. She had to be toilet trained from a lead—and not just 

dash for the door. 

There was a list of training provided, and we had to record her behavior and responses. 

What was provided? 

Guide Dogs Australia provided pretty much everything we needed:  the special harness, collar, dog bed, night cage, food and 

bowls . Support was ongoing with regular visits , puppy school in Bendigo to attend, and vet appointment. There was also a 

phone help line if we needed additional training advice or assistance. 

What did we get out of it? 

The experience of raising and training a puppy for such an important role as helping a blind person was a very rewarding experi-

ence. Being able to give back in such a unique way was very satisfying. Knowing our puppy has progressed further in her train-

ing is very exciting. Neither of us have had such a young puppy before, so it was a big learning curve, but she taught us a lot 

too. 

Social Dance Classes 
Tuesday’s starting 6 July 

Wedderburn Town Hall 

 

6:30—7:00: Beginners Only class 

7:00 –8:00 Beginners Plus 

8:00—9:00 Medium to Advanced 

A Mix of :  

Ballroom  
Line Dancing  
Rock n Roll 

Cost: Per Person: ($5—one class),  
            ($10 Two classes) 

For more info call Dede on 0407 871 327 
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Bill Knight & Ann Lambert 

28 Calder Highway  

Wedderburn 

Opening hours  

9.30 am to 9.30 pm 

Monday to Saturday:  

Ph: 9762 7713  

Mobile: Ann 0400 814 517 

Life Coaching 

Counselling 

Weight consultancy 

Crystal healing 

Spiritual Healing 

Massage 

Sports Injuries 

Head massage 

Deep Tissue Massage 

Neck and shoulder 

Massage 

Ear candling 

Waxing and all body 

waxing 

Tarot Readings 

Psychic Readings 
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Ahead with Asthma 
May 5th was world Asthma day. Chronic respiratory conditions such as Asthma, Emphysema or Bron- chitis 

affect millions of Australians and impact a person’s quality of life and results in thousands of deaths every 

year. 

Asthma, and other respiratory diseases, affect a person’s ability to inhale oxygen that is needed by every cell in the body. The symptoms of 

these conditions can be exacerbated by factors such as 

weather, stress, exercise, pollen and when a person is 

unwell with a cold or flu. 

Although these conditions are incurable, symptoms can 

be managed with both preventative and relieving treat-

ment. 

  

As we head into the cold and flu season, its important to 

ensure that if you suffer from respiratory conditions, your 

management plan is up to date.  

Do you have a management plan? 

Does your family know your management plan? 

Do you know when to call an ambulance? 

When was the last time you discussed your plan 

with your GP? 

It is important to get regular check ups with your GP and 

let them know if anything has changed with your symp-

toms. 

For more information visit: asthma.org.au. 

 

For more information come along to a FREE community 

Country Women’s Association (CWA) Wedderburn Branch 

Associated Country Women of the World (ACWW) 

29 April is celebrated by CWA as “Women Walk the World Day”  when members join together to walk for the cause of empower-

ment of rural women all over the world. A small number of members of Wedderburn Branch CWA (and a participating grandchild) 

commemorated the day by engaging in a  leisurely walk along Nardoo Creek and High Street. 

On this walk members had quite a voyage of discovery which reinforced with us what 

delights our particular rural  town has to offer 

Nardoo creek had many native plants in flower.  On a large ruby saltbush we were excit-

ed to spot, and have time to admire and photograph a monarch butterfly.  These were 

the butterflies that were raised and released by Wedderburn Kinder last year.   

We also admired the town’s newly created bird murals while utilising the children's play-

ground, and the adult exercise equipment. A lovely morning of exercise, exploration and 

appreciation for our towns assets.  

If you would like to find out more about the local CWA branch contact Rosie on 0427 

947 339 or find us on Facebook.   
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    TOWN LOVES ALL THINGS BIRDS 
Since the start of the Birds Eye View Mural project the whole community has gone bird crazy, 

with tours, bird garden cut outs, artworks, workshops and a lot of visitors dropping by. These 

numbers are expected to continue with Facebook pages promoting our murals across Austral-

ia. 

Not only have the murals been in newspapers and Nine News, there have been radio inter-

views and our guest speaker at the launch, Sean Dooley has been givng the town free plugs 

whenever he can on ABC radio. 

The enthusiasm for the project and the many spin offs is wonderful to see. Some of my favourites have been 

the Wedderburn College students visiting the sites, meeting the artists, then producing their own artworks. 

Thanks to local artists Ross Currie and Barb Petrie, we 

could offer the students and community the chance to learn 

the techniques used by the artists and make their own bird 

painting in our community workshops. The    Magpie and 

Parrot pictured are just two of the wonderful artworks that 

came out of the workshops. 

Meanwhile the junior students at Wedderburn College were 

busy making their own bird identification book. I’d love one 

of these books in my collection. Not sure what the hard core birdos would say if I 

pulled that out while in the bush on a spotting expedition. 

Our guest speaker Sean Dooley shared a funny story with me recently. On one of his 

many bird spotting expeditions near Boort, he jumped out of his car with       binocu-

lars in hand to see a rare species of duck on a swamp. A ute with a couple of likely 

lads stopped to see if he needed assistance. When he excitedly told them that he 

had just spotted this rare bird, they looked at him a little confused, looked at his bin-

oculars, then asked if he wanted to borrow their gun. 

Hopefully one of the outcomes of the Birds Eye View project is an appreciation of our 

native birds and the important role our community plays in ensuring these species 

are still here for generations in the future. 
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ZAC TO RIDE IN THE FINKE DESERT RACE 
Zac Slide has taken up the challenge and will compete in the 

Finke Desert Race in Australia, on the Queen’s Birthday 

Weekend. 

This race has been deemed to be one of the most difficult off 

road courses in the world, in one of the most remote places in 

the world. Minimum age for racing is 16 years, with Zac riding 

in Category 5 (251cc to 450cc Four Stroke ) on his  YZ450. 

Zac has had regular gym sessions to get fit, as well as hours 

practicing off  road around the district. 

Zac would like to thank his parents, Pa and Brett for their en-

couragement and support. 

Zac’s major sponsors are Fawkner Automotive, Snap –On 

Mildura, and NFM Carpentry. 

What Is The Finke? 

The Tatts Finke Desert Race is an off road, multi terrain two-day race through desert country from Alice Springs to the small Aputula 

(Finke) Community. The race crosses the Finke River, believed to be the oldest river in the world. The race is held each year on the 

Queen’s Birthday long weekend (second weekend in June). “Finke” as it is known, is one of the biggest annual sporting events in the 

Northern Territory. It is recognised as the richest Off Road Race in Australia with the added reputation of being one of the most difficult 

courses in one of the most remote places in the world. Finke is a unique event in that it enables people of all walks of life to become 

involved. Rarely would you find an event that has over 600 competitors racing over a 460km course that is open to all comers, it really is 

the most fun you can have with a helmet on!  

The race started in 1976 as a ‘there and back’ challenge for a group of local motorbike riders to race from Alice Springs to the Finke 

River and return. After the success of this initial ride, the Finke Desert Race was born and it has been held annually on the Queen’s 

Birthday long weekend ever since. The race is run along sections of what was the Old Ghan Railway service track adjacent to the      

railway line along a winding corrugated track, which snakes through typical outback terrain of red dirt, sand, spinifex, mulga and               

desert oaks. Even though the railway was realigned and rebuilt in the early 80’s, with the old tracks being pulled up, the race                   

continues along its original course.  

Introducing Zumba Basics and Zumba Gold @IDHS 

Inglewood and Districts Health Service staff members, Karen, Mel and Louise have recently trained as Zumba Basics 

instructors through the Move It! Program. Our instructors take the "work" out of workout, by mixing Moderate-Intensity 

and High-Intensity moves for an interval-style, calorie-burning Dance Fitness Party. Once the Latin and World rhythms take over, you will see 

why Zumba® Fitness classes are exercise in disguise. Super effective? Check. Super fun? Check and check.  

If you are looking for a fun, total workout, combining all elements of fitness – cardio, muscle conditioning, balance and flexibility, boosted energy 

and a serious dose of awesome each time you leave class, this is for you!  

IDHS are holding Zumba Basics classes at the Wedderburn College Gym from Monday 

24th of May @ 5:30 pm. The class is a 60-minute workout and costs $10 to attend. 

IDHS are excited to be also offering Zumba Gold; there will be information about the 

class released soon. Zumba Gold is a Latin based dance workout, designed for active 

older people and those new to exercise. The classes are low intensity to moderate 

intensity, derived from Zumba Basics, the modified moves and pace and designed to 

suit the fitness of the participants. You will get fit and increase your energy levels whilst 

having fun. 

If you would like more information contact Cindy Gould, IDHS, cgould@idhs.vic.gov.au 
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Name:   _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:   _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City  / Postcode: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone 1 / Phone 2: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email:  _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature:         Date: 
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Answers to the Quiz.  

1. Peter Dodd McCormick, Scottish born composer, first published 
the original version in Sydney in 1878 after attending a concert 
at the Exhibition Building. At which anthems from around the 
world were performed but “not one note sung for Australia”. 

2. Mt Kosciuszko. 

3. 828. 

4. Barry Finch. 

5. Football and dirt track motorcycle racing, including sidecars. 
Spectacular! 

6. The “Southern Aurora” .The crash occurred February 1969. 

7. Almost the entire town was shifted approximately 8 kilometres in 
1956 as the area would go under water with the extension of the 

Hume dam. 

8. Thailand. 

9. Born in Western Australia, Edith Cowan was a social reformer 
and worked for the rights of women and children. Her greatest 
achievement was her election as Australia’s first female Mem-

ber of Parliament to the WA Legislative Assembly in 1921. 

10. A charging station for electric vehicles. 

Holy Trinity Wedderburn, Anglican Parish of Charlton-Donald – June 2021 

A Testimonial to the Testimony      

You will be familiar with the marketing approach called the testimonial, where somone makes a sales pitch extolling the virtue of a product or service. 

Customer testimonials are recommendations from those so satisfied that they will affirm the value. But more often than not, these testimonials are 

given by happy customers voluntarily. 

Well, it is my pleasure to give my testimonial to the testimony. Yes, I am one happy customer, one true believer!!!  But what you ask is the meaning of 

the testimony as explained in 1 John?  Let me try and explain. It is eternal life which is found in Jesus, the Son of God. It is found in Jesus. The one 

who believes the truth finds the key to eternal life.  

Okay, now that leads to another question, what defines eternal life? Eternal life is a free gift of God to those who believe in 

Jesus Christ. By everlasting life, we mean a new existence, in which we are united with all the people of God, in the joy of 

fully knowing and loving God and each other. Our assurance as Christians is that nothing, not even death, shall separate 

us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

Yes, I am here to tell you that it changes the whole way that you live. Unconditional, continual, reassuring, everlasting love 

that gives hope and courage to live out life, the ups, the downs and everything in between. It is so good, costs nothing and 

is so powerful. 

Those who believe in the Son of God have the testimony in their hearts…… And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal 

life, and this life is in his Son.  1 John 5 10 – 11  

Services at Holy Trinity Wedderburn 

3 pm Sunday 6 June - Holy Communion   3 pm Sunday 20 June - Holy Communion    

  

3 pm Sunday 4 July - Holy Communion  Reverend Judi Bird 0435 593 359  judithblackbird@outlook.com 

VOLUNTEERING FOR YOUR COMMUNITY HOUSE 
 

Would you like to be more involved in your community? 

Are you feeling a little lonely, just moved to town, or bored at home? 

Would you like to give back to the community you call home? 

Do you like being part of a dynamic team, that have fun and support each other? 

If so, become a volunteer at your Community House. We have jobs/projects for 
everyone’s interests from gardening to cooking, marketing to photographer, Op 

Shop to cleaning. You tell us what skills you have and we will have the perfect job. 

Why not drop in and say hello. Monday to Friday 9am—5pm. 
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WEDDERBURN PRIMARY SCHOOL 794 
Hello everyone, my name is Gail Woodward and I was part of the Wedder-

burn Primary School family from the beginning of 1987 to the end of 1997. 

They were eleven happy, fulfilling years, which I remember fondly. 

In my first year at WPS I taught Grade 4/5 in the room that is now the 

Wedderburn Gymnasium. Mr Turnbull was the school principal and many 

of the newer buildings that are now present, didn’t exist. Including the 

stand-alone toilet block.  This was the site on which the senior classes, 

including mine, would perform the ‘Nutbush’ each morning as part of our 

Physical Education programme. I remember Tina Turner’s song blasting 

out over the loud speaker as we all jumped and jived along. It was a daily 

ritual. 

In my second year I taught Grade One in what is now the community din-

ing room. A fond memory from that year is our excursion to the Melbourne 

Zoo to see the visiting Pandas. It was a big deal! They were here from 

China for only a short time, long before Funi and Wang Wang took up 

residence in Adelaide. It was a long trip to Melbourne from Wedderburn in 

those days with no 110km freeway to hurtle along. The line to stand in and 

get a very distant glimpse of the gorgeous pandas seemed even longer. 

However, it was worth it. It was 1988, our country’s Bicentennial year. We 

had many celebrations, including all the children receiving a commemora-

tive coin.  

In 1989 I undertook my Reading Recovery Training. The formal training 

took place in Bendigo at what is now the La Trobe University. As well as 

being the Reading Recovery teacher at Wedderburn Primary I was also 

the Teacher Librarian. The School Library was the building which is be-

tween the main brick building and what is now the Op Shop. I spent three 

years in that role and had the privilege of helping many children to hone 

their reading skills.  We also had lots of fun with our Library programme, I remember one year we created a giant calico ‘qui lt’ of our favourite books. 

My contribution was a ‘tribute’ to Dr Seuss’ “I Can Read With My Eyes Shut”. I was always a fan of irony!  

In 1991 I also contributed pieces to “The Wedderburn and Inglewood Express” as the School Public Relations Officer. These pieces were designed 

to boost the school’s profile in the community and to share some of the events and activities of the children at the time. It  was a fun role and one I 

took on in conjunction with my work on School Council, of which I was a member for ten years. During those years I got to know many parents and 

families of the school better. I thank them for their work and dedication to their children’s education and their friendship to me personally.  

In 1992 I moved into Room One, which now houses offices for the Community House. I spent the rest of my years at Wedderburn Primary School 

teaching in that room. At the beginning of that time, it was a straight Prep Grade class, later, as school numbers changed, i t became a Prep/One 

class. 1997 was my last year in that room and at Wedderburn Primary School itself. I had the honour to work with many children during those years. 

They would now be in their thirties and no doubt many of them are parents themselves. I hope they have some fond memories of the beginning of 

their school lives. I certainly have fond memories of them.  

I remember climbing on tables and chairs, piled up, to pin up children’s work and what I thought were fun, inspiring and educational posters and 

displays. I shudder when I recall doing that, it would certainly be against Health and Safety Guidelines now. I remember school sports, swimming 

lessons and sleepovers. There were lots of giggles and a few tears along the way. I remember hanging pink and blue checked curtains on our 

classroom windows to dress them up a little. I remember our school being used as a meeting place for emergency services during one Christmas 

holiday in which there were severe bushfires. When we returned the afterwards there were signs of planning notes on the blackboard but our large 

chalk Santa had been left untouched!  

I also remember different ‘up-grades’ in which new facilities were built and rebuilt over those years. The last of these took place just as we were 

preparing to merge with two other local schools to become the Wedderburn College of today.  

I would like to thank all of the children, parents and teachers of Wedderburn Primary School 794 during those years. It was a wonderful place to be 

then. And, it is a wonderful place to visit now, which I did recently. I was delighted to look back through the site and through the years. I wish every-

one involved, both then and now, the very best for your future. And, thank you for allowing me to be part of your past.  
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HISTORY OF OUR PIONEER HUT 
In 2002, after the move from High Street to the precinct of the old Wedderburn Primary School the staff and volunteers 

of the Wedderburn Community House (previously known as the Loddon Neighbourhood House) were looking for ideas 

to utilise the large grounds of the school.  

Barb Beauliv’s passion for history and our goldfields past came to the fore. After 12 months of research Barb designed 

a pioneer bush hut reminiscent of the original wattle and 

daub huts of the pioneers. “I think it was because of the 

wonderful ‘Gold Dig Festival’ we used to hold in town each 

year,  the hut just seemed a logical extension”, Barb ex-

plained. 

By 2003 Barb had drawn up plans and started sourcing the 

materials necessary. She found a timber cutter from Tatura 

that would keep the offcuts from the giant eucalypts and 

deliver them to Bendigo. Volunteers then travelled down 

and transported the timber back to Wedderburn. The frame 

of the hut was made from bush poles. The tin on the roof 

was sourced secondhand and the bark on top of the tin 

roof also came from the timber merchant. 

Originally the hut had a dirt floor as was typical of the day, with a stone walkway from front door to back. However later 

alterations have concreted the floor. 

Work For the Dole groups were involved in the 

construction of the hut with Patrick Jobling over-

seeing much of the works. 

The chimney was built first, utilising local stone, 

but work crews faced many obstacles due to 

the height of the structure. 

Once the outside the hut was completed, Barb 

started searching Op shops in the district and 

all those involved in the Neighbourhood House 

scoured their homes looking for treasures. Barb 

made the quilt out of fabric scraps at home, the 

baby clothes and the manikins outfit.  Talking of 

the mannikan, I only realised when Barb point-

ed out to me that our lovely lady doesn’t have 

arms. Barb made the arms out of old stockings, tied around her neck to stop her arms from dropping off. Genius! Barb 

even made the tapestry that hangs on the wall with it’s tiny sheep. 

The beautiful timber baby cradle was hand carved by local, Lazlo Horvath and has stood the test of time well. 

The whole project took two years to complete and now holds pride of place in the Community Centre’s garden and is 

always a popular  attraction for those visiting the Centre.  Thankyou Barb for your planning and determination and to 

all those WFD participants that helped make this a reality.  

If anyone is interested in helping with repairs of the hut, please contact Marg at Wedderburn Community House. 
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Wedderburn Men’s Shed is always happy to see 
new faces. The Men’s Shed is located on   Race-

course Road at the  Engine Rally Sheds.   
     9.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. Tuesday and Thursdays 

    Open Monday-Wednesday 9:30am to 3:00pm 
President - Darryl Arnott 0409 862987  

Secretary - Alan Mulraney 0429 427 005 
  

26 High Street, Wedderburn 
See us at wedderburnhistorical.com.au 

Wedderburn Conservation 

Management Network 

Wedderburn Men’s Shed 

Wedderburn Senior Citizens 

Lunch Mondays 12 Noon  
Lorraine Kell 5495 1979 

Lions Club 

Lions Club meets the 1st and 3rd     
 Wednesdays of each month. 7.30pm 

At the Lions Clubrooms: Mechanics Institute 
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME. 

Contact Leo Matthews (President) 0427901006 

If you would like to become involved in caring 
for our local environment, join the WCMN. 

Meets 1st Tuesday of each month  
At Wedderburn Community House, 7pm. 

Contact  Trudy Nelsson : 0419 800 980 

Wedderburn Play Group 

Wedderburn Bias Bowls 

Every Monday 7.00pm at the  
Mechanics’ Hall Supper Room 

Anyone of any age is welcome to come along, join 
in the fun and meet new friends. 

If you would like to know more, come along on a Mon-
day night, see what is involved  

and find out more details. 

Wedderburn Historical Records 

Museum, Inc. (WHRM). 

Wedderburn College extends a warm welcome to 
all families in our community to come along and 

join in the fun of playgroup. 
Every Tuesday from 9 am to 10.30 in the BER build-

ing at the College. 
Contact: Carlie Turnbull 5494 3011 

Country Women’s Assoc. 

Second Wednesday of each month at 7.00pm. 

At the Senior Citizens Clubrooms. 

Contact  Rosie 0427 947 339  

Uniting Church 

Contacts: Wendy Ward; 0427 943 028 

Ruth Maxwell; 0427 058 544 

Uniting Church, High St. Wedderburn. 

Church of Christ 

Worship service  Sundays 11am 
After School club, Wednesdays. 

Run by Debbie & Graham Milne. 

Church of Christ. 
Cnr. Reef St. & Wilson St. 

Contact Ian Hall 54943149. 

 Wedderburn Library 

Monday to Friday 

9am—5pm at W’burn Community Centre, 

Wilson St, Wedderburn. 5494 3489 

Holy Trinity Anglican Church 

Enquiries: Rev. Judi Bird 0435 593 359  

In Her Shoes Ministries 

Wednesdays 7.30pm 
77 Wilson street, Wedderburn 

0414 866 909 

Wedderburn / Korong Vale RSL 

(sub-branch) 

112 High St, Wedderburn 

Open Friday nights from 5:30pm                

ALL WELCOME 

The Baha'i Faith  Is in Wedderburn 
Love is a light of guidance in the dark night! 

https://bahai.org.au          For information about the 
Baha'i Faith 

Phone Elizabeth Steinki       0419 324 762 

The Baha'i Faith  
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Ask Agnes 

Often at Scoop we have people asking our advice on all 

sorts of topics. In response we have decided to start our own 

Agony Aunt Agnes. To have your problems  answered email 

Agnes at scoop@wedderburnch.org.au 

Hi there Agony Agnes, 

My husband is a grumpy old man!  We get 

along really well most of the time but lately he's 

been moaning about everything. 

Is it me or does this happen to other couples? 

We've been married for over 50 years and are mostly 

known as the couple whose marriage works. 

But, Heck sometimes I look forward to the peace and 

quiet of being on my own. 

I know he is deaf and this frustrates us both.  His 

bones bother him and his sleep is bad.  I tell him we 

all get old  but that's not the answer he wants. 

What can I do?. 

Bored Brainless. 

 

Hello there B.B.  

You're experiencing complaints that I 
receive all the time.   

Has your husband been to see a 
doctor lately? Sometimes existing 
complaints can worsen suddenly 
causing distress and there could be 
underlying issues. 

If I were you, I would try taking a wee 
holiday on your own or with a 
friend.  If things get worse, try going 
out more and doing some things 
without your darling...... 

Keep up the patience and caring you 
surely give. 

Agony Agnes 
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SWIFT PARROT MAKES A TIMELY VISIT 
The signs were there from the very start of the day that it was going to be 
a good one when as Garry Cheers was starting his presentation a Swift 
Parrot flew low across the top of the group making its distinctive call. No 
phone bird app. required. Garry followed this up in the afternoon by taking 
us to one of his priority sites where half a dozen Swift Parrots turned up 

and remained active in the surrounding trees for some time. 

 I am beginning to think that Garry has a flock of trained Swift Parrots and 

an assistant that releases them on cue.  

Critically endangered species.  

SWIFT PARROT – Lathamus discolor  

DESCRIPTION: Slender green lorikeet like parrot. Red around bill base, 
throat, forehead. Lores, edges of red throat patch yellow. Crown bluish-purple. Shoulders and underwing red. Coverts blue. Long 

dusty-red tail. Pale bill.  

HABITAT: Breeding ground Tas. Winter migrant to feeding grounds in South-eastern Australian mainland.  

Another hard day Swift Parrot spotting with Garry Cheers (and his pet Parrots). The day consists of a morning exercise walk just to 
spot a few more of his birds in bush then a return to camp to stoke up the campfire, put on the billy, toast a few marshmellows, lounge 
back in the camp chairs around the fire as his pet Swift Parrots return home to 

sit up in the trees near his caravan, in front of the fire for people to take photos.  

I mean really how hard is this bird watching caper, I think I might take up 

Twitching.  

Story taken from Friends Of Kooyoora facebook page. 

 

Remembering Wedderburn 

by Geoff and Darryl Arnott 
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 E HARGREAVES & SONS 

      

Bruce Hargreaves trading as E E Hargreaves & Sons 

MBA 1413   DB-U 21036 

ABN 52 619 044 373 

Registered Master Builder specialising in building and construction work, exten-
sions and renovations, glazing, window repairs, new homes, renovations, garag-

es, carports, decks, and pergolas. Please contact for a quote. 

  1 Hospital St Wedderburn Vic 3518 
m. 0419 598 092 |p. 03 5494 3596 

Email  b.mhargreaves@bigpond.com.au 

MASSAGE 
0409 169 360 

richardstephenson362@gmail.com 

 

 

 KurracaBurN Heights 
 

Boutique Accommodation 

 
Bruce &  Michelle Hargreaves 
1 Hospital Street 
Wedderburn Victoria 3518 
Phone: 0427 943596 
Email:  michelle@kurracaburnheights.com.au  
Website: www.kurracaburnheights.com.au 

mailto:b.mhargreaves@bigpond.com.au
mailto:michelle@kurracaburnheights.com.au
http://www.kurracaburnheights.com.au
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Mon—Fri     6am—5.30pm 

Sat       6am—12.30pm 

Sun       8am—12.30pm 

 

 Adult vaccinations 
 Childhood immunisations 
 Check up and medicals 

 Baby growth & development. 
 Cancer screening & Skin checks 
 Counselling 
 Electrocardiography 

 Spirometry 
 Liquid Nitrogen Freezing therapy 
 Minor Therapy 

 Pregnancy Testing 
 Pap Smears 
 Nutritional advice. 

HOURS: Monday to Friday 
8am—4.30pm 
***Every second Friday we 
close at Midday*** 

S
E
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A
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E
: 

Open Hours. 

Mon – Fri:  8 am-5 pm 

Saturday/ Sunday: Closed 

 

Ph.: 54943334 

Mob: 0400350711 

 77 High Street  

Wedderburn 

  Mobile Phone Recharges 

  Toys and Games 

  Account Payments 

  Great Birthday Giftlines & 
Cards 

  Watches and Wallets 

  Bank @ Post 

  Working W/Children Check 

  Office & School  
Stationary 

  Passports & Photos 
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No job too small—Prompt Friendly & Professional Service 

1300 29 77 15 | jacksondigital.com.au 

Cahills Barristers and Solicitors 
Attending Wedderburn every second  

Thursday 11.30am – 1.30pm. 

By Appointment Only. 

At the premises at 73 High St, Wedderburn. 

For appointment contact Doug Cahill on 0428 507 138  

or Cahills Solicitors, Bendigo on 54439344 
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