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ALL SMILES AT PLAYGROUP 
Harrison Martin was happy to show us just how big he could smile when I recently visited the 

Wedderburn Playgroup. The Playgroup is held at the Wedderburn College each Tuesday, with 

numbers continuing to grow. Last time I visited the group a year or two ago there was a small 

group of about 10 children. Now the room is packed to the rafters, with up to 38 children in the 

group and so many different activities happening simultaneously the children are spoiled with 

choice. Angus Kerr, Heath Polkinghorne and Harrison thought the train set was  great fun. While 

Haven and Spartan were happy to just cuddle and roll on the floor. 

Among those attending playgroup were many of our farming families with the next generation 

starting their own young families, including the Polkinghornes, Turnbulls and Holt/Postle. Exciting 

for the community was the number of new families to the area. The future is looking very bright 

for our community with so many wonderful young families deciding to make Wedderburn home. 
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Community Telephone Book. 
If you have changed your contact details in the past year, 
or are new to the area, please contact Elizabeth Canfield at 

the Wedderburn Community House on 54943489 . 

Advertising Rates for S & S.  
Community groups - Annual  amount of $50.00  

donation appreciated but not compulsory. 

Business Sponsorship:  $15.00 a month ( 4x9cm ) 
$150.00 per year (4 x 9cms) 

Deadline: Last Monday of each month. 

Larger ads available.  

Contact Marg for prices. 
 

Support your local newsletter 
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Community house & Visitor Information hours are  9am-5pm: 

Monday to Friday. 

Visitors Centre weekends 10amñ4pm 

Itôs March already and Wedderburn is in full swing with tennis, 
darts, cricket and bowls finals; dance , patchwork, computers,  
photography, singing, First Aid/CPR  and guitar classes all up and 

running again.  

For the first time we will be running quilling classes with the      
extraordinary Jude Colman. For those that keep correcting me, itôs  
óquillingô not óquiltingô . Quilling is the art of making flowers, pic-
tures, art works out of rolled pieces of paper. Anyone who   follows 
our facebook page would have seen some of Judeôs work. What a 
great skill to have and how lucky are we to have such a wide array 

of choices of skills to learn and groups to join. 

I am having more and more visits from people from towns near 
and far who have heard about the Community Centre and the   
array of things that happen here. They come to find out what   
magic we use to have such an active small community that we can 
be running more classes, community groups and have more    
volunteers than towns ten times the size. They always hope that 
we have some secret that we can share that will turn everything 

around for them. 

All we can say is that itôs been 30 years of hard work by            
consecutive Coordinators to build such a vibrant Community 
House, who have each been encouraged by the passion and   
vitality of our  local community. The Community House and Centre 
is merely a reflection of the community it services. Lucky for us, itôs 

a strong, proactive community. 

You just need to read Scoop to see how proactive. Itôs not even 
March yet and look whatôs already happened, theatre productions, 

community days, water aerobics and thereôs lots more to come. 
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A NIGHT OF NOSTALGIA 
A Night of Nostalgia (a look at early Australian Television) 

written, produced and directed by Robina Little was the 

latest W.A.R.T.S. "N" ALL Production. held at the Wedder-

burn Mechanics Institute Hall on the weekends of 8th,9th 

15th &16th February. Approximately 200 people attended 

the shows. Some travelling from Melbourne and Bendigo. 

The production this year took a look at some of the early 

television shows that graced our screens from the late 

1950's to the mid 1970's. Shows like Homicide, Bandstand, 

Mother and Son to name a few. With a predominantly Fe-

male cast Playing male characters was always on the 

cards. but we have a role reversal in the Finale with Gra-

ham Morgan donning a dress to portray Aunty Jack. Musi-

cal numbers included some  Australian stars. Mikala 

McNeill made an impressive Olivia Newton John and our 

youngest cast member at 14 years old, Jake Murphy gave us his rendition of Johnny O'Keefe singing 

ñShe's My Babyò. His dance moves really wowed the audience.A special guest appearance from Abba 

during countdown was a big hit. Of course Television would not be television without the commercials 

and our slightly overgrown kids gave us some of our favourites, like vegemite and Cottees cordial which allowed the audience to join in. 

Not to forget poor old Louie the fly. This  year we had 3 new cast members in Angie and Graham 

Morgan, also Joan Bartlett who really enjoyed being part of the show. We thank everyone who 

came to see the show and we hope everyone    enjoyed the pro-

duction. 

Unfortunately this will be the final production for two of our young 

cast members Genna     Tonkin and Mikala McNeill. Both girls 

need to devote their time to their studies. We thank them for the 

time spent with us and wish them well in 

their future endeavours. 

The Winners of the Raffle  were 1st Prize 

a $50 fuel Voucher:  Jo Winslett 

2nd Prize $25.00 Randalls Voucher : Trish 

Mills.  

Thank you to everyone that bought tickets 

W.A.R.T.S."N" ALL  will always welcome 

new members so if you think you might 

like to give acting a try please get in touch 

with one of our members even if you only 

want to help out backstage thatôs fine.  

 QI  Quiz Questions; answers  pg21 

1. Which playing card is called the Curse of Scotland? 

2. Which country had the first woman MPsñ19 in 1907? 

3. In 1969 what category was added to the Nobel prizes? 

4. In which city was Bob Hope born? 

5. In the human body where is the occiput? 

6. Who wrote the Star Spangled Banner? 

7. Which food did Victorians deride as little bags of mystery? 

8. Which actor was dubbed the muscles from Brussels? 

9. Which film star was the first to appear on a postage stamp? 

10. What would you expect to find in a binnacle? 
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WEDDERBURN COMMUNITY HOUSE COURSES. 
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WEDDERBURN FRIENDSHIP WALK AND TALK 
The Wedderburn óFriendship Walk and Talkô event held on Sunday, February 10th, won the óblue skiesô jackpot and the Soldiersô   

Memorial Park venue, boasted lush lawns and an abundance of green shade. The event attracted 130 registered walkers, 7 babies in 

prams and many others who attended the event but didnôt walk for various reasons. Collectively, 588kms (the significance of which 

will be mentioned later) were walked on the day with Robbie Hodges (junior) walking an impressive 11kms and others walking over 

10kms. The day was filled with enthusiasm, smiling faces, friendly conversations, great exercise, enlightening speeches and         

wonderful food.  

The Eventõs History: 
In November 2018, 89 year old Ray Tonkin 

invited locals from different community 

groups to form a committee to organise an 

event in Wedderburn to promote mental 

health and to celebrate community spirit and 

the uplifting power of goodwill and friendship. 

The group successfully applied for funding 

from the VFF grant, óLook Over The Farm-

gateô which meant we could provide this 

event ócost-freeô for the community to enjoy. 

The Loddon Shire also supported this event 

which was greatly appreciated. 

So the óWedderburn Friendship Walk and 

Talkô had lift-off. The Wedderburn Lions Club 

took on the main organisational role led by 

Lion President, Jon Chandler and guided by 

Ray and his committeeôs vision. The event 

took a lot of coordination and we are very grateful for Darryl and Geoff Arnott who mapped and pegged out the walking tracks and 

who took drone photos on the day; many thanks to the S.E.S. and other local volunteers who manned the road crossings and offered 

free water at different stations along the walking 

tracks. The Charlton Lions Club brought their 

jumping castle to the Park which provided hours 

of entertainment for the children.  Robbie, Fay 

and Ian Hodges made name tags for everyone 

and registered all the walkers; they also calculat-

ed the progressive totals of kms walked. Such a 

great job guys! Susie and Sharyn Lockhart (and 

her four fabulous daughters), cut up all the fruit 

salad ingredients (Yum) and made the fruit    

platters and other delicious starters for morning 

tea. Cindy Gould from IDHS and Margaret Anne 

Wright (Loddon Healthy Minds Network         

volunteer) promoted mental health resources 

available to local residents. The Wedderburn 

Lions Club contribution to the success of the day 

was epic; they set up the marquees, provided 

the audio equipment and back ground music 

(thanks Ric), carted chairs to the park, cooked 

the BBQ for hours and provided a long and tasty 

lunch. The Lions worked tirelessly in the lead up to the day and from 8am to pack up on the day. Unbelievable!  
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Once people finished the friendship walk, enjoyed a good chin wag and filled their bellies, they sat on ground mats with pillows 

or rested in chairs under the shady elms to listen to the 

Guest speakers.  Mental Health First Aid educator, Ric Raftis 

spoke about the importance of caring for our mental health; 

helping the audience understand that mental health affects 

many people regardless of their background. His message 

was clear - mental health is an illness that deserves the 

same respect, care and professional treatment, as any type 

of physical illness. Ric also spoke about how early interven-

tion achieved the best outcomes. Dean Lockhart presented a 

motivational account of his experience walking the Kokoda 

Track with his son, Hamish, in 2018. The uplifting spirit of the 

Kokoda Carriers was very touching and Dean talked about 

how he was inspired by the Carriersô resilient and upbeat 

attitude that transformed their difficult circumstances into 

something powerfully positive. Both presenters captivated the audience with their     

messages.  

Now getting back to the significance of the 500 plus kms walked on the day. Hillston in 

NSW is 508kms north of Wedderburn; this rural community is experiencing their third 

year of devastating drought. Hillstonôs Lions President, Ian McLean, attended Wedder-

burnôs Friendship Walk and Talk and his presentation gave us a better understanding of 

what is happening in his region. Bottom line, they are having a real battle and are     

absolutely desperate for rain this autumn. It is Ray Tonkinôs plan to inspire members of 

the Wedderburn Community to go on a goodwill trip to Hillston and spend a weekend of 

ñfriendshipò supporting the Hillston district. Our local friendship walk covered a collective 

total of over 500kms which symbolically represented the connection between the two 

towns. Graham Nesbit, President of the local VFF branch, announced on the day that 

the local Wed-

derburn and 

Districtsô farmers were in the process of donating a 

truck load of hay to give to the Hillston farmers. Rayôs 

brother, Ken Tonkin, organised the most    amazing 

raffle which raised over $1,000; all of which will also be 

donated to the Hillston community.  

One last thank you to every person who helped make 

Wedderburnôs Walk and Talk event such a great suc-

cess. It was a happy day. Thank you Darryl Arnott for 

the aerial photos and Jude Raftis for the other shots.  

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
Since 1887, on or near the first Friday in march every year, millions of Christians have gathered worldwide to pray for the issues 

of family violence, child abuse, human trafficking and other forms of injustice. 

In 2019 that prayerful support will be directed at the approximate 2,000,000 inhabitants of the Republic of Slovenia in Central Eu-

rope. 

You are invited to join us in prayer for the needs of the Slovenia and its people at the World Day of Prayer service on  

Friday 1st March 2019 at the Holy Trinity Anglican Church, corner of Kerr and Wilson Streets, at 8:00 pm. 

Speaker Rev. Judi Bird. Contact: Sudan Foreman 0421 184 588 
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