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LANCE LEADS BLACK DOG 

THROUGH TOWN. 
It was with great pride that Lance Ward led the latest Black Dog Riders into town last Monday. It was quite a sight with 49 bikes, 4 with 
pillion passengers and 2 with trailers behind their bikes, stopping at Jacka Park to meet with locals including some students from     

Wedderburn College. 

Lance is going along as support crew, ensuring everyone is looked after on the week long ride. What a great ambassador for our      

community! 

The Black Dog Ride is to increase awareness of Mental Health issues and the support in our communities for people suffering from 
Mental Health problems. On the ride was our very own Ric Raftis who runs the popular and insightful Mental Health First Aid courses in 

our district. 

For the full story and photos turn top page 11 of your newsletter. 
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If you would like the details and meeting dates 
of your community group on the monthly 
events calendar or if you would like to have an 
article published, then please contact Wedder-
burn Community House by the 20th of each 
month on: 54943489  

Or you can email your details to:                  
wedderburnnewsletter@gmail.com  

Community and Volunteer group details     
are advertised free.  

Please try to write articles in format we can 
transfer easily such as Word or Publisher 
and ads or posters need to be in a finished 
format and saved as Word, Publisher or 
PDF. 

Our big push at the moment is highlighting support of our local 
economy through business and events. You will read throughout 
Scoop local events that have not only brought people into our 
town, but have supported local business through catering of these 
events, employing local artisans, use of local accommodation. 
Now all we need is local support. Hopefully that will be evident 

with the upcoming Xmas celebrations we are planning in town. 

Over the last couple of years our Education Officer Marg van 
Veen and local dance teacher Dede Williams have put their heart 
and souls into bringing ballroom dancing and rock n roll classes to 
our town. These dance classes culminate in a Masquerade Ball in 
May and the Spring Dance in October. Each year these annual 
events grow as visitors come to the town especially for the     

dances. 

At the Spring Dance we had over 45 people from Bendigo, visitors 
from Ballarat, Melbourne, Gippsland, St.Arnaud and Charlton.  
Overall we had approximately 120 people dancing the night away.  
If all events organised by our town were supported by these    

numbers what a thriving community Wedderburn would be. 

The spin off from such events begin at the local Hall.  By hiring the 
venue we provided the money needed to help maintain our Hall, 
supper was purchased at the local supermarket, which provides 
employment opportunities for our residents and lastly we hired 
local musicians ‘501’ to play for us on the night. As you can see a 
lot of other people benefit from these events which all contributes 

to a healthy economy and community. 

We thank Marg and Dede for all the hard work that goes into   
making these events so successful and hope there is more ‘local’ 
participation in future. Make sure you read about the upcoming 

Xmas  celebrations and we hope to see you all there. 

Community Telephone Book. 
If you have changed your contact details in the past 
year, or are new to the area, please contact Elizabeth 

Canfield at the Wedderburn Community House on 
54943489 to have your  details updated or added to the 

next telephone book.  

Advertising Rates for S & S. 
Community groups - Annual  amount of $50.00  

donation appreciated but not compulsory. 

Business Sponsorship:  $15.00 a month ( 4x9cm ) 

$150.00 per year (4 x 9cms) 

Deadline: Last Monday of each month. 

Larger ads available.  

Contact Marg or Jude for prices. 



      

                                                              
3 

Wedderburn Community News 

     QI Quiz Questions;  
 

1. What was invented by Dr. Edward Land in 1947? 

2. Carlo Collodi created which famous children’s  character? 

3. What is mainly extracted from pitchblende? 

4. What are Delft, Sevres, Wedgewood and       
Chelsea all types of? 

5. Which country introduced the first diesel          
locomotive in 1912? 

6. In 1656 Christian Huygens invented what type of 

timekeeper? 

7. Duvali, Dushira and Holi are religious days in 
which religion? 

8. In what industry did John Davidson Rockerfeller 
get rich? 

9. The Mau Mau were terrorists in which country in 
the late 50’s early 60’s?  

10. Portugal has had 6 kings with what first name? 

 

Answers on bottom of page 17. 

 

LOCAL GARDENS WOW VISITORS AT GARDEN EXPO. 

The Wedderburn Community House’s recent Garden Expo showcasing six wonderful local gardens wowed visitors with their creativity 

and beauty under such harsh growing conditions.  Visitors came from afar as Charlton, Boort, St,.Arnaud and Bendigo to see what local 

gardens we have on show in our town and were very surprised with 

what they saw. 

Devonshire Teas were served at the Community House all day for 

those who needed a break between gardens. So I had the opportunity 

to talk to many of the visitors and find out what they thought . It was 

unanimous across the board that they were amazed at the creativity of 

local gardeners.   

With our extreme weather conditions and hard clay soils maintaining 

any type of garden is a challenge. Yet many of our gardens on show 

still manage to have green lawns and lush garden beds. This is possi-

ble with the use of drought tolerant succulents in the garden beds and 

tough varieties of grasses. No doubt the greenery has been helped 

along this year by the unbelievable amounts of rain we have seen.  

Another aspect of many of our gardens is the use of sculptures, artworks 

and paving to develop interest around the garden. This was the first time 

we have had a glimpse in Jenny Rounds amazing garden full of metal 

sculptures she makes from old rail line parts. Combined with her beautiful 

established trees, statues and brick paving, the garden was a true delight. 

Even those gardens that were on show last year were still well worth a visit 

as the dedicated gardeners have continued to add and change their gar-

dens. Owen and Wendy have now added two new areas, with a wonderful 

blue stone fire pit in one and an adorable beach themed garden bed with 

boat and seagulls in the other.  

Debbie and Peter’s use of different bamboos gives a very Asian feel to their oasis, 

with the exotic birds the finishing touch. While Alex’s lovely water features provide a 

very cool atmosphere to her garden in between the sporting pursuits. John and Julie 

have made the most of the gorgeous local stone with their paving and grand stair-

case to the house. Vic and Adelaide’s hidden gems of art always provide a real 

treasure hunt for visitors as you never know what you’ll find around the corner. 

We can’t thank the gardeners enough for the work they have put in to prepare their 

gardens. Thankyou also to our wonderful volunteers Glenda and Liza for providing 

the delicious Devonshire Teas. The day  was attended by over 100 visitors, raising 

over $1,000 for the Lions Clubs Aged Care Fund.  
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CLASSES AT THE WEDDERBURN COMMUNITY HOUSE.  



                          

 

5 Wedderburn Community News 

SCHOOL  FETE  FULL  OF  FUN  & FUNDRAISING. 

The Wedderburn College recently held a School Fete to raise funds for the Wedderburn Lions Club and the numerous  projects they are 

involved in, in particular their bid to have an Aged Care Facility built in our town. 

The idea for the day was developed by the six Year 10 students that attended the Gnurrin Garad 

camp for all of term one this year.  They felt that it was time the community gave back to the Li-

ons Club, as they always do so much for our town. The Student Representative Council then 

came on board to assist with organising the day.  

Each of the Advocacy groups had to design and plan an activity or stall they could run to make 

some money. Some sold ice-creams and lollies, others had tug-of-war competitions, or golfing 

challenges. One of the favourites was the Splat A Rat, where Tanya Chalmers let a rat go down a 

tunnel and as it came out the other end you tried to splat it with your bat. Now I should point out it 

was a toy rat, so no need to call the RSPCA. 

Next to the Rat we had the fishing challenge where you dropped a coin into the fish tank and if it 

landed in the bowl you won a prize. Behind the fishing crew the wall was ablaze with wonderful 

life like portraits of locals, drawn by the talented Prep students. I was very impressed with Marga-

ret-Anne Wrights portrait and John Shaw’s with even a beret added to match his black hair and 

little French moustache. As for my own portrait, I’m not sure why I have two noses and a large 

bald patch, but the rest is a striking likeness. 

Possibly the biggest money maker of the day was the sponge throw, with students clambering into position whenever a teacher was the 

target, especially our future acting Deputy Principal Richard Dougall.  Luckily for the teachers many of the people throwing the sponges 

were bad shots. As always it was all in good humour and for a worthwhile cause. 

The Parents Association provided the scrumptious lunch of hot lamb and gravy rolls . It was easy to pick who had eaten lunch and 

those who had not, by the gravy dribble down the front of their clothes, but delicious all the same. 

Many local crafts people had stalls at the fete selling food, toys, decorations and candles. One notable stall holder was Peter Busch-

mann, A Year 7 student at the College. Peter had his own stall called “Bitz & Pieces” selling toys, books, and a raffle guessing how 

many ring pulls were in the jar. Mia McNeil won the guessing game with a guess of 777 ring pulls. She was happy with her prize of 

chocolates. Peter managed to raise $151.30, all of which is being given to charity. $70.65 will go to Can-Teen Children’s Cancer re-

search, with the other $80.65 going to the Cerebral Palsy Foundation, which helps support a student of the college. Needless to say 

Peters mum was very proud of her boy and so she should be. That’s a great effort and wonderful charities to support. 

The School fete overall raised around $2,000 for our local Lions Club and provided us with another wonderful community event where 

friends catch up, meet new people in town and support local businesses. 

 

WEDDERBURN’S CHRISTMAS ON HIGH 

Thursday 15th December 
Businesses open till 8pm for Xmas shopping. 

Music in the Park 

Prize for Best Christmas Window from businesses. 

Prize for Best Decorated house. 
Applications can be picked up at Loddon Tourism Visitor Centre. 

W’burn Tourism & Community House bringing the Xmas spirit to town. 
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Bookings essential by Monday 19  September on 
54943489. 

SATURDAY 24th  

NOVEMBER. 2016.    
 6.30pm 
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NO INTEREST LOANS & FOODBANK. 

Wedderburn Community House have been offering Good Shepherd Micro Finance NIL’s-No Interest Loans to people who need a 

little assistance in replacing white goods, car rego or for buying necessary items. Auspiced through the Brotherhood of St. Lawrence, 

the Community House acts as an agent. For  more information contact Jude or Michael on 54943489 or drop into the Community 

House. 

The Community House is also the place for the local Foodbank, for people needing a little assistance with food items. The VicRelief 

Foodbank is co-ordinated by Joan Steel who meets with all new people accessing the service, just to see what their needs are. The 

foodbank is an interim  solution when people have had to pay large bills, or such and don’t have enough money left for groceries. 

Joan can provide frozen meals, meat, canned food, cereals and a range of personal items. Occasionally if the head office has a glut 

A SPRING IN THEIR STEP AT THE SPRING DANCE. 

On a recent Friday night the Wedderburn Mechanics Hall was rocking to the sounds of local band 501 playing all the favourites from 
the 50’s. Inside was a hall full of  ladies in brightly coloured skirts that swooshed as they were spun around by their Rock’n’Roll     
partners in matching shirts with names embossed and their Rock’N’Roll club proudly displayed on the back of the shirt. This is the 
world of Rock’n’Rollers and Wedderburn is catching on to the 

craze. 

Dance teacher Dede Williams and Community Houses Marg 
van Veen have brought Rock’n’Roll to our town for the second 
year running. For six weeks starting in September dance clas-
ses taught locals the basic moves for Rock’n’Roll dancing. The 
Jailhouse Rockers from Bendigo taught  various movements as 
well as actual dances such as the Neon Moon and Rock’N’Roll 
Waltz The classes were a lot of fun as there were plenty of 
teachers to share around and everyone swapped partners    

regularly, adding to the fun. 

We were delighted to have many out of towners at the classes 
with a family travelling from Ballarat each week, a couple 
camped at Hard Hill extending their stay and interstate visitors 

dropping by whenever in town. 

This wide mix of people continued through to the Spring Dance 
with people coming from Bendigo, Melbourne, Gippsland and 
neighbouring towns making up most of the 120 people who 

attended the night. 

Local girls Rochelle Vella and Simone Jackson said they loved the night because everyone was so friendly and people asked com-
plete strangers to dance, so everyone felt included. That was the atmosphere at both the classes and the dance. We are making 
some really nice friendships with the Rockers from Bendigo and    further afield. So much so that local couple Lyn and Boyd ended up 

with 20 people barbequing at their house the day after the Spring Dance, including the Ballarat family and the couple from Hard Hill. 

Numbers have doubled from last years Spring dance. There was standing room only at 8pm when the dance began, so we were            
desperately dragging tables and chairs from everywhere to cater to the ever growing crowd. It wasn’t only Rock’N’Roll. There were 
quite a few ballroom dancers on the floor as well. What a wonderful sight it was with the ballroom dancers making a circle on the    

outside of the floor, while the Rockers  span and flipped inside the circle, all to the same music. 

Talking of music, local band 501 provided a great mix of slow and fast music to cater to all dance styles and abilities. Numerous     
people commented on the band, the lovely atmosphere of the hall and in particular the state of the floor. Many dancers told me one of 
their favourite reasons for coming here to dance is that  we have possibly the best dance floor around—all thanks to Robbie Collins. 

Robbie goes to great effort to ensure the floor is always in tip top condition for our classes and dances. 

Thanks also to the ladies at the Community House, Glenda and Joan who helped with the catering. Also to Dede, Amber Gibson and 
Susan Keller for bringing along slices to help out with the catering.  Best dressed couples went to Joy and Charlie pictured above from 
Bendigo, (who have been dancing together for over 50 years and still look 21) and Susan and Murray Keller who looked liked         

dynamite in a gorgeous spotted dress with underskirt and Murray’s rock’n’roll guitar shirt. 



Lunch Monday’s 12 Noon  

Marion Sebire 54943710 

Wedderburn Men’s Shed are always happy 
to see new faces. The Men’s Shed is located 
on   Racecourse Road at the  Engine Rally 
Sheds.  Times are:-  

     9.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. Tuesday 

    9.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. Thursdays 

   7.00 p.m. to 9.00 p.m. Thursday 

    

                                                                                        

Meet at 7.30pm on the 4th Monday in the 
months of: 

January, March, May, September, November 

Janice McEwen—President 

Keith & June Ring—Caretakers of the Society 

26 High Street, Wedderburn, 3518 

VISITORS WELCOME 
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Uniting Church 

Catholic Church 

Church of Christ 

Lions Club 

Wedderburn Conservation 

Wedderburn Men’s Shed 

Wedderburn Senior Citizens 

Wedderburn, Boort, Charlton and Powlett Plains 
have a new minister, Veronique Bradley. 

Veronique can be contacted at the Church    
office on 54911946, or on mobile 0402 522 442. 

Uniting Church, High St. Wedderburn. 

1st & 2nd Sundays, 8.30am 

3rd & 4th Saturday, 7pm. 

Father Mervioch. 

Ridge St., Wedderburn 

Worship service  Sundays 11am 

After School club, Wednesdays. 

Run by Debbie & Graham Milne. 

Church of Christ. 

Cnr. Reef St. & Wilson St. 

Contact Ian Hall 54943149. 

Lions Club meets the 1st and 3rd     
Wednesdays of each month. 7.30pm 

At the Lions Clubrooms 

Mechanics Institute 

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME. 

Contact Barry 54944245 

If you would like to become involved in caring 
for our local environment, join the WCMN. 

Meets 1st Tuesday of each month 

At Wedderburn Community House, 7pm. 

Contact  Michael Moore on 5494 3542 

Wedderburn Play Group 

Wedderburn Bias Bowls 

every Monday 7.15pm at the  

Mechanics’ Hall Supper Room 

Anyone of any age is welcome to come 
along, join in the fun and meet new friends. 

If you would like to know more, come along 
on a Monday night, see what is involved and 

find out more details.  

Korong (Wedderburn)      

Historical Society Inc. 

Wedderburn College extends a warm welcome 
to all families in our community to come along 

and join in the fun of playgroup. 

Every Tuesday from 9 am to 10.30 in the BER 
building at the College. 

Contact: Carlie Turnbull 5494 3011 

 Mobile Library 

 Every Tuesday:    2pm—4.30pm  

Next to Shire offices 

Anglican Church 

Holy Trinity—Morning Prayer 11am every 
Sunday except    5th of month. 

Crn. Wilson St. & Kerr St. 

Rev. Erin Tuineau 54911656 

Country Women’s Assoc. 

Second Wednesday of each month at 7.00pm. 

At the Senior Citizens Clubrooms. 

Contact Julie on 0457 904 119, or Stacey on 0437 943 628. 
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MATT SETS THE STANDARD AT THE 14th SHEARING SCHOOL. 

Local lad Matt Lockhart set a high standard for the other students at this years Shearing 

School, being one of the only students who had actually worked in shearing sheds before. 

This years school consisted of  9 guys and one girl from across the state, but with a strong 

local representation from neighbouring towns such as St.Arnaud, Maryborough and 

Wycheproof. 

This is the 14th year the Wedderburn Community House and the Shearing School      

Committee have offered this wonderful two week school, giving students a Certificate 2 in 

Shearing and Wool Classing. Students have the option of going onto Intermediate and 

Professional 

schools through 

the same train-

ing agency once they have had more experience in the sheds. 

The Wedderburn school gives students the basic skills neces-

sary to start them off in the correct manner. Only a lot of experi-

ence in the sheds will get them up to shearing 100+ sheep a 

day, which is expected from professional shearers. 

The Open Day on the Friday saw the families of students come 

along to share in a bbq lunch provided by the Lions Club.  It was 

wonderful to have members of the community  visit on the Open 

Day including Loddon Shire CEO Phil Pinyon. It is a great 

chance for people to see a working shearing shed and show 

their support of our young people in the region learning a     

traditional skill that  is in great demand . 

HAPPY SMILES ACROSS SHIRE THIS CHRISTMAS. 

Every year the Wedderburn Uniting Church collect gifts from people in our                                                                                   

community, to give to children from families that may be struggling at this busy                                                                                          

time of year. The project is known as the ’Christmas Giving Tree’ appeal.                                                                     

In 2015 the church community handed out Christmas presents to                                                                                            

76 children across the Shire. 

This year the Uniting Church are joining forces with the Coach House                                                                                                                          

Gallery & Museum.  From November people are invited to drop by the Gallery                                                                                       

and leave a gift under their tree.  

The gifts must be new, contain no food, can be for any age, girl or boy and                                                                                                       

not wrapped. This is so  Santa’s little helpers can be sure what they                                                                      

are giving children is appropriate for their age. 

The Coach House Gallery & Museum is open Tuesday to                                                                                       

Thursday 10am to 3pm and on Sundays 10am to 3pm. 

While dropping off your gifts have a look at the latest exhibition and                                                                    

you can even have a coffee or Devonshire tea at their new café. 

Let’s share the Christmas spirit with  everyone this                                                                                                                           

Christmas with the Christmas Giving Tree. 

Matt shows his style with a sheep. 

Phil picking up a few tricks of the trade. 
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COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL COMING UP 

Get yourself into gear and finish those last minute entries for the 26th Wedder-
burn Community Christmas Festival on Friday 25th and Saturday 26th Novem-

ber at the Mechanics Institute Hall in High St. 

A display of new and antique handmade lace from the Australian Lace Guild 
will join the forest of creative Christmas trees and colourful quilts. This is a 
great way to start the festive season with a visit to the Hall to view the art and 
craft entries from metalwork to fine bobbin lace, from gorgeous quilts to charm-
ing artworks by school children. Then there are the glorious morning and after-

noon teas and lunches, perfect to enjoy while you chat with friends. 

There will be market stalls selling handmade gifts for young and old. This is a 
favourite way to start your Christmas  shopping. The Wedderburn Patchwork 
Group Inc. invites you all to enter an art or craft item into the competition or 
come along for a relaxed visit to support local creative spirits and causes. En-

try is still $5.00 for both days. 

Entries should be brought to the Hall on Wednesday 23rd November between 

3pm and 6 pm and should be collected after 3pm on Saturday 26th November. 
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BLACK DOG PASSES THROUGH TOWN. 

It was hard to miss the roar as the Black Dog Ride came into Wedderburn recently. The ride which will take a week started in Bendi-

go, then up to Swan Hill, Halls Gap via Wedderburn, onto Geelong, over the bay to Frankston, then onto Bairnsdale and finally      

finishing in Shepparton. 

This ride comprises of 49 bikes, 4 with pillion passengers and 2 bikes towing trailers. Mind you, bikes have changed a bit over the 

years. One couple proudly showed me their BMW with special padded seats, covered in lambs wool. They need comfort as they had 

just ridden from 300 kms south of Perth 

to be a part of this ride. When I asked 

how long it took they said it was just the 

same as travelling in a car, doing 7 or 8 

hour days.  

There were three wheeler bikes that 

looked like something from a futuristic 

film. There was even someone riding a 

Vespa. Mind you, it was a fairly big and 

powerful Vespa. The couple from West-

ern     Australia were towing a trailer as 

they have all their camping equipment 

on board and are preparing to go further 

after this ride is over. 

Locals enjoyed meeting the riders and 

hearing their stories. Many of the riders 

have obviously been here before and 

had a great time catching up with old    acquaintances. The most impressed by the roar of the bikes was the children. Julien and Ash 

were more than happy to allow the kids to climb on board and rev the engines, which was met with big smiles as you can see from 

Jake and Dillon in the above photo. We even had some visitors from Boort come over to meet the riders and have a go on the bikes. 

Ric Raftis who has been an integral member of the Black Dog Rides and is the Victorian Co-

ordinator was very happy to visit his home town and introduce his Black Dog friends to the 

local community. While here President of the Wedderburn Lions Club, John Chandler pre-

sented the group with a cheque for $500 to assist the group on their mission to start the 

conversation on mental health issues in towns across Victoria. 

Things have changed dramatically since the days when mental health wasn’t spoken about, 

when it was a dark family secret hidden in the cupboard away from public view. Now with an  

estimated 45% of Australians expected to suffer from some form of mental health issues in 

their lives it is vital that people can speak openly about such concerns. The Loddon Healthy 

Minds Network have spent a lot of time and effort in promoting emotional wellbeing in the 

Loddon Shire and strong connections with all the major organisations such as Headspace, 

Lifeline, Standby, Halt and Beyond Blue. 

In rural areas such as ours there have been many issues around drought and flood that 

have caused major concerns for farming families. It is important to keep an eye on friends 

and neighbours. If you feel they need support, contact the numerous agencies out there 

who can help.   

As for the Black Dog ride, their mental health was looking pretty good with many of the rid-

ers wearing the now infamous black and white spotted onesys, chatting and laughing with 

locals. I even spotted a certain Shire CEO with an attractive Black Dog Ride beanie on. Per-

haps Phil will join them next time and he can lead them into town just as Lance has done. 
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EMERGENCY SERVICES DAY. 

The sound of sirens meant that it was time to head to the Community 

House to learn about our Emergency Services and that is just what stu-

dents from Wedderburn College, St.Josephs Catholic School and Ingle-

wood       Primary did on Tuesday 25th October. 

Once on the emergency ground the students were broken into small 

groups and then circulated around the area learning about each of our 

local and regional emergency services including CFA, SES, Ambulance 

Service, DELWP, Police and L2P Driver education. 

This was the first year that the DELWP (Department of Environment, 

Land, Water and Planning) has been involved and they were a huge hit 

with activities based around water, fire and protecting the wildlife, in   

particular our local Mallee fowl. 

The CFA with water hoses is guaran-

teed to be popular as the chil-

dren manage to get as much 

water on themselves as on the targets. The CFA always have a few big men overseeing the 

hoses as some of the young students could be lifted off the ground by the force of the wa-

ter. But they absolutely love the whole experience. 

A highlight of the day was the police stall with two excellent activities. Joy was busy with 

forensic science showing the students how to dust for fingerprints and was taking mug 

shots of everyone. Next to her was  the Officer from Swan Hill who had the children     

completely entranced in helmet safety. The children drew their faces onto an egg, then 

using plastic straws, tissue paper and other items to build a helmet around their egg-

head. At the end the Officer dropped his unprotected egg on to the ground with shatter-

ing effect. Then they tested each of their helmeted eggheads to see how high they 

could drop before there was damage. This was a great activity to learn about the im-

portance in wearing a helmet while riding bikes and skateboards. 

The Lions Club cooked the bbq lunch for students and staff, which was gone in no time                   

at all. Thanks must go to Sandra Koole from the SES for organising the day, which  was 

difficult with all the flood recovery work the SES have been busy with of late. Thankyou to all                           

emergency service groups that are involved on the day. More importantly thankyou for all your     hard 

work looking after our community and endless hours  volunteering for our emergency services. 

Val Villani passes the water ball to Scott Reid in the Mallee fowl           

protection game. 

Inglewood students learn how to resuscitate in an emergency.  

CFA volunteer Jeroen van           

Veen helps 

April Reid  
Another great design of helmet eggs tested out on the day. 
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SINGING PUTS A SMILE ON YOUR FACE. 

The Wedderburn Community Singing Group has been happily singing for the past four months. We are a fairly small but merry band of 

singers! 

If you enjoy singing, but would never join a choir, then we are the group for 

you. Regardless of   whether you consider yourself to be a ‘good’ singer, 

consider instead of coming along to sing just for fun. 

A couple of weeks ago we were joined by Vince and Ruth from Port Ste-

phens in New South wales. Vince and Ruth were passing through Wedder-

burn and staying at Hard Hill for a couple of days. They noticed one of our 

posters and decided to check us out.  

We are so glad they did. Vince brought along his guitar and a good time 

was had by all. 

 We meet every Wednesday at the Community Centre from 2.oopm—3.00pm. We would love to see you there! 

NEW LIBRARY SERVICE IN 2017.   

The Goldfields Library Corporation is making significant library service improvements in the Lod-
don Shire in early 2017.  As a result, five new Library Agencies are expected to be up and run-

ning in Loddon Shire by February 2017. 

The mobile library service will be finishing by late December.   

We anticipate that the Library Agency in Wedderburn will be housed at the Wedderburn       Com-
munity Centre.  The Wedderburn Library Agency will open in February 2017 and will most likely 

be open Monday to Friday during the Centre’s opening hours.   

The other Library Agency locations have also been selected in Boort, Dingee, Inglewood and Tarnagulla.  The current mobile library 
staff will be visiting each   Library Agency regularly.  Library staff will deliver reserves and rotate and    refresh the collection to make 

sure current and popular books / DVDs are    frequently updated at the Library Agencies.  

The Wedderburn Library Agency will offer all the same services as the Mobile Library, except the browsing collection will be       small-
er.  There are advantages to having a permanent Library Agency location in the town.  People visiting the Library Agency can browse 
the collection or search the library catalogue and reserve any of the 300,000 items across the entire collection.  Reserves will be deliv-
ered to the agency regularly for patrons to pick up and the Library Agency will be open longer hours making it easier for locals to drop 

off returns, pick up reserves, browse and borrow from the collection.   

For those who are worried about losing Rob’s expert advise on books to read, don’t panic. Rob will still be coming in  once a week as 

before. We will let you know what day as soon as it is definite. 

LOCAL FOOTY CHAMP MAKES IT TO THE AFL. 

Congratulations to Sarah Last who was recently drafted to play for Carlton Football Club in the first ever 

AFL Women’s League. Sarah has been playing for the Bendigo Thunders for the past two years as a  

defender. However she was moving up the ranks very quickly having played a couple of VFL games for 

Seaford and Knox during the season and representing Victoria in an interstate battle against the Northern 

Territory. The clincher for Sarah was her performance in the recent finals for the Victorian Women’s 

League in which she was an integral player for the Thunders.  

Sarah along with some of her fellow team mates will start their AFL careers in January 2017 in an eight 

week competition that runs alongside the NAB men’s competition.  

Sarah a natural sportsperson was always a great runner and netballer when she lived in Wedderburn, but 

she realised her real passion was footy while studying in Bendigo. Look out Cam and Luke, Sarah’s going to give you lads a real run for 

your money on the footy field. No doubt Mum and dad are proud of Sarah’s efforts and the fact she has done it all herself. 
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COACH HOUSE OPEN DAY  

The Coach House Gallery recently had their annual Open day with the volun-
teers in period costumes, crafters set up out the front of the gallery and black 

smiths out back. 

It was a perfect day for visiting the gallery/museum. The Lions Club kept 
everyone fed and happy, while they wandered through the wonders of our 
history, both inside the museum and out in the shed. For those who have not 
yet visited the Gallery/Museum, the main building is still set up as the original 
general store with front desk, back office and storage down in the basement. 
Many gems have been added to the collection over the years including out-
fits, machinery, crockery, etc.  It was nice to get a few locals who had not 

been in before or for a very long time.  

We had three raffles which raised a contribution to our bill payments!! The 
winner of the beautiful pavlova was a lady who was part of a mobile home 
group staying on engine club grounds. I think their memories of Wedderburn 
will centre around the giant Pavlovas. Another prize went to Annette and I do 
think the camping caravanning atlas was most appropriate, Sandra a new-
comer to the town won the third raffle and I think her introduction to Wedder-

burn has exceeded expectation. 

The wood turning and the blacksmithing demonstrations were very popular 

with females as well as males. 

Don’t forget we have a Coffee Shop now available to anyone taking a break, 

during our working hours, Tue, Wed, Thur and Sun  10.00a.m. - 3.00p.m.  

A big favourite with people is the Devonshire teas offered on a Thursday for 
just $5.00.  So if you are passing by or  want a nice morning out with friends 

please drop by and remember we now have EFTPOS available!!!! 

 

IDHS 

21st AGM 

At Inglewood Railway Station 

Thompson St, Inglewood 

Wednesday 30th November 2016 

At 4.00pm 

Guest Speaker  - Emma Fowler  

Estate Planning Lawyer 

RSVP Wednesday 23 November             

Tel: 54317000 
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GOOD-BYES APLENTY AT COMMUNITY HOUSE. 

There seems to be Good-bye Morning Teas every week of late at Wedderburn Community House as we have had a change over of 

staff and with mixed feelings lost one of our volunteers. 

Finance Officer Suzi Kirkham recently resigned from the        

Community hose to take up employment in her home town of 

Boort. She was very sad to leave as we were to say good-bye, but 

the lure of getting up late and just walking a block down the street 

to work was too strong. We wish Suzi well and hope she keeps in 

touch. 

It was a day of mixed emotions, as with Suzi’s departure we    

welcomed back our previous Finance Officer Michael Hartwig. 

Michael has been studying in the Northern Territory for the past 

10 months and had just returned to the local area when the     

position became vacant. Michael has just slipped back into his old 

office and being spoilt by the       volunteers at the House. Wel-

come back Michael. 

Only a week or so later we were again having good-bye morning 

tea, this time for volunteer Jason Amendola . Jason hadn’t been 

at the House that long but had made a huge impression and made many helpful changes in that time. Jason came to the House earlier 

in the year to complete his work experience component of his Community Development Diploma he has studying. He was only required 

to work at the Community House 4 hours a week, but was soon there 3 days a week. His reason, he just loved the people and the com-

munity of   Wedderburn. 

There will be many sad people in town who came regularly to get help from Jason with computer issues and just a friendly face to sit 

and chat with. However Jason’s leaving was for good reason as he is now working for E-works in Charlton where he lives. With his    

passion for helping people I’m sure he will be a huge asset for E-works and for the clients he will work with. 

SHOP LOCAL THIS CHRISTMAS. 

Over the past year I have made an effort to buy all my gifts for birthdays and Xmas locally. This change of my usual shopping patterns 

was brought on by a mad shopping day last Xmas when I had to buy a niece butterfly lights. We went to a huge Melbourne shopping 

centre where I must have looked in over 100 shops for the lights. Finally giving up I brought something else for her. On my return home 

a few days later I walked into the hardware store only to find the exact lights I had been looking for sitting there on the bench for a    

meagre $20. 

Since then I have been giving gifts locally made with surprising results. Recent gifts have included Jacques wooden boxes and       

glassware from the Coach House, Geoff Maxwell’s bowls and Miki’s candles. All gifts have been enthusiastically received with gasps 

and countless comments on the beautiful craftsmanship and how expensive they 

must have been. 

It has made me realise the wealth of talent we have in this town and that I would 

never be able to purchase such quality items in Bendigo or Melbourne, not unless I 

had a money tree. So this Xmas before I head off to Bendigo or Melbourne to do 

my Christmas shopping I will be checking out all the local stores, the farmers/craft 

market stalls, the Community Centre display cases. Remember you can make 

hampers with any of the products on display at the Community Centre. 

On Thursday 15th December we hope to have all the shops open late and craft 

stalls in the park, so there will be plenty of opportunities to get into the Christmas 

spirit and shop local. 
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WEDDERBURN   

& REGIONAL 

THEATRE         

SOCIETY INC 

A0044163K 

(W.A.R.T.S “N” ALL) 

ANNUAL GENERAL      

MEETING 

MONDAY 7TH NOVEMBER 2016 

WEDDERBURN /KORONG VALE  

R.S.L. 

7.30PM 

PLEASE COME ALONG AND SUPPORT THIS MEET-

ING. 

MEMBERSHIP IS NOW DUE $5.00 PER PERSON  

$10.00 PER FAMILY 
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GOLF  FOR  A  WORTHY  CAUSE. 

This years FARA day at the Wedderburn Golf Club was  attended by 56 people to raise money for the Friedreich’s  Ataxia Research Asso-

ciation.  

The Monash Medical Centre where research is carried out on this debilitating disease, don’t receive Government funding. So fundraising 

is vital to help find a cure and to support those 150 families in Australia who have the disease. The disease affects the nerves to the volun-

tary muscles and the involuntary muscles like the heart. Local family the Bird’s have four children who have this disease. This has led to 

the golf clubs involvement in fund raising for research into the disease. 

The numbers were lower than normal due to the wet weather,  but the golf club still managed to raise a phenomenal $7,000.00. In just four 

years we have raised over $50,000.00 in total . This is an amazing effort from such a small community. 

The local and wider community are so generous at these days. Jude Raftis donated one of her mosaic balls to be auctioned. Owen Bailey 

made a beautiful Meat Safe out of the flooring from Geoff Weston’s old house for the raffle. Many donations and  generous spending on 

the spinning wheel helped to reach this terrific total. 

So a special thank you especially for local generosity from the golf club. Get those golf clubs swinging ready for next years FARA day. 

Wedderburn Launches Community Radio Station – FM 87.6 mHz 
Over the past few weeks, a visitor and community radio station has been under development in Wedderburn and has now been officially 

launched. 

Organised by Alan Mulraney and the Wedderburn  

Lions Club, the    station is primarily aimed at providing 

visitor and tourist information to travellers and          

motorists passing through or visiting the town.  

It doesn’t exclude the locals however, with a top of the 

hour “Events Bulletin” which broadcasts what’s        

happening in town for the month  ranging from social 

events such as Farmer’s Markets, dances and BBQ’s 

through to community group activities and sporting 

events. These bulletins are produced by the students 

of Wedderburn College. 

Following the events bulletin is a “Council Matters” 

segment hosted by Cr. Gavan Holt to update the    

community as to what is currently in hand at the Shire 

Offices specifically with respect to Wedderburn issues. 

The hub of the broadcast is a nine minute visitor information                                                                                                                      

message which describes all of the facilities that the town has to offer including accommodation, meals, entertainment and consumer  

requirements. It plays several times per hour and is interlaced with promotional  advertising for upcoming social events and the towns 

business’s. 

The transmitter is based at the Mechanics Institute Hall, and has a broadcast range of around six kilometres from town.  

Visitor Radio signs have been installed on the Calder Highway around 5 kilometers each side of town, along with signage at places such 

as the caravan park, Hard Hill reserve, Community House, the Goldseeker Motel and Hotel plus other popular visitor locations. 

If you have an event that you would like included in the events bulletin, you can either send an email to weddradio3518@gmail.com or call 

Alan on 0429 427005. 

If you want to find out what’s on in town for the month, or get the latest on the towns council  

developments, tune in to FM 87.6 mHz at the top of any hour. The station operates 24 hours, 7 days. 

Lily Witham, Rochelle Vella and Rebecca Turnbull, along with Alan 

Mulraney during the recording of the September Events Bulletin  

Answers to the Quiz...    

1.  Polaroid. 2. Pinocchio. 3. Uranium.  4. Porcelain.  5.Germany.  6.Pendulum clock.  7.Hindu.  8. Oil.  9. Kenya.  10.John. 

mailto:weddradio3518@gmail.com
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SUNDAY 

29 November 

  0476 304 080 

  Thomas@JacksonAVT.com 

  www.JacksonAVT.com 

 

http://www.jacksonavt.com/
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HUGE TURN OUT FOR FILIPINO FIESTA & KOOL SCHOOLS. 

LIMITED MOBILITY NO BARRIER IN THE BUSH. 

Wedderburn’s Visitor Information Centre has been a buzz with excitement of late as volunteers come in to try out the new Trailrider. The 

Trailrider is a specially adapted wheelchair to allow disabled people to access the streets and bush tracks that they otherwise would not 

be able to use. 

The Trailrider was developed by a young Canadian who loved hiking in the wilderness, but  who became a quadriplegic after breaking his 

neck in a skiing accident at 19 years of age. Sam along with other disabled friends developed various motorised vehicles so they could 

access the bush, but they really wanted something 

that have minimum impact on the environment around 

them.  Although the Trailrider cannot be operated 

independently, it can access rugged terrain and build 

a team feeling with those assisting. 

As the volunteers have discovered, the Trailrider is 

not the easiest vehicle to manoeuvre, so you would 

need some fit assistants on track. But it has provided 

a lot of laughter as the volunteers try the Trailrider out 

and it will be a great asset for disabled visitors to our 

town.  

The Trailrider is free of charge for those needing it. 

The Pyramid Hill community recently held their annual Filipino Fiesta to celebrate their     

changing multicultural community. It was to a packed crowd that the Filipino ladies and men 

performed traditional dances. Their dance was in celebration of  the straw hats that protect 

them from the sun when working out in the fields, so the ladies wore straw hats decorated in 

beautiful flowers to match their colourful skirts. 

The fiesta is a lovely small town event that is attended by virtually everybody in the town as 

there was over 400 people packed into the small park area. Paying a cover fee on the gate 

you were then served free food all afternoon and a scrumptious dinner combining Filipino dish-

es with 

traditional 

roast Pork 

and      

salads. Although 400 people ensured a long line for 

the food. 

Other activities on the day included a children pat-

ting zoo, jumpy castle, art corner to do stencils, a 

basket ball competition and a few market stalls.   

In the evening the students from Wedderburn     

College performed their songs from the Kool 

Schools CD that was recorded earlier in the year. 

Kool Schools is a music project supported by the 

Loddon Shire which enables students from Wedder-

burn, Pyramid Hill and Boort to go to a professional 

music studio in Melbourne and record their own CD. 

It was wonderful to see the Pyramid Hill community 

embracing their new residents and making a true 

community day of the event. 
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Sunday 20th November 2016, 10am 
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  SUNDAY 20th November. 

FUN WITH FELT. 

Recently Annette ran another of her popular felting workshops, this time teaching the participants how to make a bag from felt. 

The six ladies who attended each produced a bag that showed their individual 

style through the use of colour and pattern. 

Annette had examples to show the ladies and was a very patient instructor, as 

they learnt to knead and stretch the felt, incorporating various colours along the 

way. The ladies have been very fortunate to have all the materials supplied by 

Annette free of charge so far. 

The participants have loved the two workshops and we hope Annette will    

continue to offer these sessions in the future, with a charge to cover materials 

and room rental. 

The date had to be changed from the 6th to the 20th November. 

We hope there was no inconvenience. 
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Your Medical equipments

Your Natural Health Needs

OPEN MON – FRI 9AM – 5.30PM
71 High st, Wedderburn 3518 Tel: 03 5494 3309, Fax: 03 5494 3356

Your Local Pharmacy Under New Management

Gifts & Perfumes

Professional Advice

Wedderburn Community News Wedderburn Community News 

TRADING HOURS 

Monday – Thursday 8:30am-
6:00pm 

Friday 8:30am-7pm 

Saturday 8:30am-4pm 

Sunday 9:30am-4pm 

                SERVICES OFFERED: 

Bottle Shop/ Deli 

Fresh Fruit /veg/Meat 

Digital Photo Kiosk 

Mobile Phone  

Pre-Paid Mobile  

ATM 24 Hour Access 
(Bendigo Bank) 

Bendigo Bank Agency 

Glass Hire 

Party Ice, Party Platters 

Home Delivery  

 

Phone: (03) 5494 3100 

                       Fax: (03) 5494 3644 

Wedder-
burn@stores.foodworks.com.au 

       Gas bottle exchange & 
refill  

   Domestic gas  

Automotive accessories  

Paint 

Building supplies 

Plumbing supplies 

Gardening needs 

Homewares  

Home delivery 

Helpful friendly advice  

Trading hours: 

Monday-Friday: 
8am-5pm 

Saturday: 9am-1pm 

Sunday: 10am-1pm 

Contact Details 

Phone: (03) 5494 3731    

Fax: (03) 5494 3742 

wedhardware@exemail.com.au 

Wedderburn Hardware 

Mon—Fri     6am—5.30pm 

Sat       6am—12.30pm 

Sun       8am—12.30pm 

Roz’s Treasures 
Mon, Tues, 10am-3pm 
24 High Street, Wedderburn. 
Ph.: 54 943 232 

Billie Brooke’s 
Wed –Sun, 10am-2pm 
19 Main Street,  
Bridgewater 
Ph.: 54 373 541 Mob: 04 31100961 
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 E HARGREAVES & SONS 

      
Bruce Hargreaves trading as E E Hargreaves & Sons 

MBA 1413   DB-U 21036 

ABN 52 619 044 373 
Registered Master Builder specialising in building and construction 

work, extensions and renovations, glazing, window repairs, new 
homes, renovations, garages, carports, decks, and pergolas. Please 

contact for a quote. 
  1 Hospital St Wedderburn Vic 3518 

m. 0419 598 092 |p. 03 5494 3596 
Email  b.mhargreaves@bigpond.com.au 

KurracaBurN Heights 
Boutique Accommodation 

Bruce & Michelle Hargreaves 
1 Hospital Street 
Wedderburn Victoria 3518 
Phone: 0427 943596 
Email:  
michelle@kurracaburnheights.com.au  
Website: www.kurracaburnheights.com.au 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
kurracaburnheights  

 

 

 

Open Hours. 

Mon – Fri:  8am-5pm 

Saturday:  8am-

12pm 

 

Ph.: 54943334 

Mob: 0400350711 

 77 High Street  

Wedderburn 

 

Cahills Barristers and Solicitors 
Attending Wedderburn every second  

Thursday 11.30am – 1.30pm. 

By Appointment Only. 

At the premises at 73 High St, Wedderburn. 

For appointment contact Doug Cahill on 0428 507 138  

or Cahills Solicitors, Bendigo on 54439344 

                  CALTEX  

               WEDDERBURN 
      

    Come in and try our  

BERALDI  

 COFFEE. 

Fuel, replacement gas bottles, take  

away food, milk, bread, cigarettes,  

mobile phone recharge, etc. 

                              

                                                         

  Opening Hours:  

Monday to Saturday   7am—8pm 

Sundays 8am—8pm 

117 High Street,  

Wedderburn. 

 

 Adult vaccinations 
 Childhood immunisations 
 Check up and medicals 
 Baby growth & development. 
 Cancer screening & Skin checks 
 Counselling 
 Electrocardiography 
 Spirometry 
 Liquid Nitrogen Freezing therapy 
 Minor Therapy 
 Pregnancy Testing 
 Pap Smears 
 Nutritional advice. 

Monday to Friday 
8am—5.30pm 
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If you would like your business listed here, contact 
W’burn community house on 54943489. 

$15 a month/$150 annually for business card size ad. 

mailto:b.mhargreaves@bigpond.com.au
mailto:michelle@kurracaburnheights.com.au
http://www.kurracaburnheights.com.au
http://www.facebook.com/kurracaburnheights
http://www.facebook.com/kurracaburnheights
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