
Week 6 Term 2 2023

Dear families and friends,
This week we celebrated World Environment Day (5th June), and it reminds me what a great 
learning opportunity we have to grow deeply connected to all creation and to live 
sustainably.  At Galilee we are fortunate that from its very beginning it was constructed and 
founded on the importance of nature play. The grounds have been designed to animate 
children’s voice. It is a place which recognises the importance of nature play. Nature play 
improves children’s health and wellbeing.  As international speaker and advocate for nature 
play Claire Warden explains,

“Nature pedagogy is an understanding of our sense of belonging to this land, our sense of 
working with nature. There is a pedagogical shift when you move outside into nature…it’s 

learning with nature, not just teaching about it.” (2016)

I hope this week you had time to stop and spend time in nature and be thankful for creation. 

Town Hall Gathering

Thank you to those families who came along to the gathering with Steve Byrne last week. As 
a leadership team (refer to campus leadership photos included in this newsletter), we 
welcome your feedback and enjoying sharing what is occurring across the campus with you 
and look forward to more of these gatherings each term.

I would like to remind families we welcome your contributions to our community and if you 
are interested in volunteering or contributing, please complete the form to register your 
interest and let us know how you would like to help, maybe you would like to assist in the 
garden, covering library books, listening to reading, be part of a parents and friends group -
this list is endless. CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=---8l1p1jkSC33PtoTPe5M09lRCFoJVOoZo_ixU3-DNUN1I0WEtBTFBTRzM5QVY3RlZSRzdXSFY2SC4u
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Enrolments for 2024 and beyond

Interest in our campus is growing. I have been completing many enrolment interviews and 
already Reception places for 2025 are filling fast! If your child is a sibling of a current student 
that is due to start school in Term 1 or 3 2025, please complete our online application form as 
a matter of urgency. 

Cardijn Connect

Each week keep in touch with what is happening across the College, follow the Cardijn Connect 
to read news and information from all three campus. It is updated weekly. For the latest version 
CLICK HERE

Wishing you well for the week.

Kerri Gould

Acting Head of Campus

https://enrol.cardijn.catholic.edu.au/galilee/start
https://www.cardijn.catholic.edu.au/cardijn-college-blog


CESA Classroom Pulse Check

In week five and six of each term, every 
student in Catholic Education participates in 
a Classroom Pulse Check In Survey. The survey 
has been developed to find out how students 
are currently feeling about their experience in 
school. It is a tailored to allow staff to check in 
and provide immediate feedback and 
support.

What does it ask?

The survey asks students eight questions 
related to identity, learning, relationships and 
belonging. The aim is simply to “check in” with 
the students.

There are two versions of the survey: 
Reception to Year 3 where students respond 
by clicking on emojis and a Year 4 to Year 12 
where students respond by clicking on has 
three possible responses. The options are 
“Most of the time”, “Sometimes” and “Not 
very often”.

The data can help the school 

Not only does the ‘Check In’ assist staff to 
understand student perspectives on their 
experience in school, but it also enables us to 
identify trends in particular times of the year 
when students require greater pastoral 
attention.

The survey really does help us to find out how 
students are feeling and then look at what 
can be done to support them. 

“More compassionate mind, more sense of 
concern for other's well-being, is source of 
happiness.”

Dalai Lama

Semester 1 Reports

In week 10 of this Term your child will be 
receiving their Semester 1 Report. This year we 
will be using 3 new reporting formats across 
the school: Reception, Years 1-6 and Years 7-
9. 

Deputy Head of Campus
The Reception to Year 6 reports will be 
distributed on Friday 7th July. The Year 7-9 reports 
will be published digitally on Friday 7th July and 
will be accessible through SEQTA; parents will be 
notified by email. 

Year 4 Camp

Next Tuesday our Year 4 classes are heading off 
for a two-day overnight camp at Adare Victor 
Harbor. 

The Year 4 students are excited to be 
participating in activities in their ‘Tribes’ which 
are coordinated by Beyond Limits and Cardijn 
Staff. These activities focus on team building 
and developing resilience and confidence 
through participation in outdoor educational 
activities.

On the way to camp we will be we will be 
visiting Urimbirra Wildlife Park and have the 
opportunity to pat the koalas and feed the 
Kangaroos. 

Stay tuned for an update on our camp 
adventures in our next Newsletter.

Brenda Byrne
Acting Deputy Head of Campus



MATHEMATICS 

First run in 1978, the Australian Mathematics 
Competition is Australia’s longest running, 
largest and most well-known maths 
competition for school students.
The AMC contains unique problems 
designed each year by leading educators 
and academics to challenge and extend 
your students’ problem-solving skills.
The competition runs from Wednesday 2nd

to Friday August 4th. With Primary Divisions 
taking 60minutes and Secondary Divisions 
lasting 75 minutes. 
We will once again be offering students 
the opportunity to participate in the 
following divisions

• Middle Primary – Years 3 and 4
• Upper Primary – Years 5 and 6
• Junior – Years 7 and 8
• Intermediate – Year 9 (This will be our 

1st time entering with year 9’s 😊😊)

The topics covered are: 

• Arithmetic
• Fractions and Ratios
• Algebra and pre-algebra
• Geometry
• Measurement
• Statistics and probability
• Problem solving 

The competition is held during school time 
and involves students completing 30 maths 
problems, with 25 questions being multiple 
choice. 

Further information will be sent home via 
Consent2Go next week.  

Years 9 – 12 Careers and Pathways Expo 
on Wednesday June 21 (2:30 - 5:00pm).

Studies confirm that ‘parents and families 
have the greatest influence on students’ 
career-related decisions at the senior 
secondary level. They must be engaged, 
fully informed and supported in the 
advice they provide to their children’ 
(Shergold Review, pg. 17). 

A significant community event, the 
Careers and Pathways Expo is an 
opportunity for students and families to 
access the most current information from 
expert providers to help shape informed 
decisions for the future. 

We are most excited about this event 
and the key role it can play in helping 
students gain a better understanding of 
what is possible and how it can be 
achieved.

Brenda Byrne
Acting Deputy Head of Campus
& Director of Teaching and Learning

Director of Teaching & Learning



APRIM
So far, Term 2 has been rich with community experiences and connections with our natural 
environment. With Easter Mass, World Environment Day, Laudato Si’ Week, Reconciliation 
Week, Pentecost the feast of St Marcellin Champagnat and much more. We have enjoyed 
praying and learning together. We have also welcomed our new Youth Minister, Michaela 
McDonald, who has been employed to support with faith formation, liturgical celebrations, 
and social justice across the school. Michaela is well known to the Galilee community, after 
attending primary school here and working in OSHC. It has also been exciting to see many 
more parents, friends and family members joining for our Wednesday Community Prayer and 
Tuesday Masses. We continue to offer a cuppa and breakfast after Community Prayer and 
welcome anyone to join us in the Community Room for this. Over the next few weeks, we 
continue to celebrate the season of Pentecost, a special time for Christians as we celebrate 
the birthday of the church. During this time we are reminded of the presence of the Holy Spirit 
in our lives and the gifts that we are blessed with that we can use to make the world a better 
place. During this time, we have some students who are continuing their sacramental journey, 
preparing to celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation. Please keep them in your prayers 
during this time. 

Pentecost

During Week 5, the Galilee community held a fire to celebrate the feast of Pentecost. 
Pentecost is a special day, as it known as the birthday of the church. The symbol of fire 
reminded us of the fire of the Holy Spirit, which filled Jesus’ disciples, and ultimately sent them 
out on their mission to share the good news. Each class held a short liturgy around the fire, 
reflecting on the scriptures and joining together in prayer. We shared an acknowledgment of 
country, in recognition of Reconciliation, engaging all of the senses in the outdoor space. 

St Marcellin Champagnat Feast Day

On Tuesday the students in the middle school celebrated the feast day of St Marcellin 
Champagnat, founder of the Marist brothers. In the lead up to this day, the students learnt 
more about St Marcellin’s life, and they had a singing lesson to learn a traditional Marist song-
The Sub Tuum, which is a Latin song, a traditional prayer of the Catholic Church. We started the 
day with a eucharistic celebration, which was led by the Year 8 class and supported by the 
Year 9 leaders. After mass the students participated in a team quiz, to test their knowledge on 
the life and work of Marcellin. The ‘Marist Men’ team won the quiz, showing family spirit and 
love of work and taking out the inaugural Marist Spirit award. We then shared a picnic in the 
piazza, enjoying the presence of each other’s company. 

Kim Calderbank
APRIM



Mini-Vinnies- Winter Sleep Out  

The Mini-Vinnies group are planning a Winter Sleep Out in Week 
9 to raise awareness and stand in solidarity with people who are 
experiencing homelessness in the community. The social justice 
group will sleep out in our school hall for the night and learn 
more about the issue of housing and poverty. They will be 
engaging in activities to help them understand these issues and 
act. One action they have decided on is creating care 
packages to donate to people in need. We thank our middle 
school students and their families who have already made a 
great contribution towards these. 

Winter Woolies Day 

The Mini-Vinnies group are holding a ‘Winter Woolies Day 
on Friday of Week 7, where the whole school community 
is invited to wear some of their own ‘winter woollies’ to 
school and bring along a donation that can be used to 
make care packages for people in need. 

Vinnies Winter Appeal Bins

You will also notice some Vinnies bins around the school, for the Vinnies 
Winter Appeal. If you have some second-hand goods, particularly warm 
clothes and blankets that are in good condition, they can be donated in 
these bins. We thank the community for supporting these social justice 
efforts. 

Vinnies News

Mini-Vinnies Commissioning

On Wednesday at Community Prayer, our Mini-
Vinnies group had a special commissioning 
ceremony. Father Josy blessed the Mini-Vinnies 
badges, and the students were presented with a 
badge and a certificate. It was a good opportunity 
for the students to be acknowledged by the 
community and to pledge their service to the 
community with the Mini-Vinnies pledge. 

St Vincent de Paul Conference- Members Needed! 

The Willunga Aldinga St Vincent de Paul Conference are seeking new members. If you are 
interested in being involved, to act and make the world a better place for those in need, 
your help would be greatly appreciated. Vinnies relies on the help of its volunteers to 
continue its ongoing ‘good works’ and access the support the need in their lives. If you have 
any further questions please contact Tony Roach (Ph: 8112 8700 or Troach@svdpsa.org.au) or 
Kim Calderbank (kim.calderbank@cardijn.catholic.edu.au). 

mailto:Troach@svdpsa.org.au
mailto:kim.calderbank@cardijn.catholic.edu.au


Prayer

and Liturgy

Tuesday

School/ Parish Mass

9.15am 

Wednesday 

Community Prayer

9.00am 
Week 6 Middle School

Feast of St Marcellin Champagnat

Year 4 Westover 

Week 7 Year 6 Year 1 Oxenham 
Week 8 Reception Liturgy 

Thursday 9.00am
Year 3 Nizzola

Week 9 Year 2 Year 6 Viney

Week 10 No class mass Rec Turner 

Prayer and Liturgical times to remember

Nutrition Presentation
Nutrition and Dietetics students Brock and 
Lamisha visited the Galilee campus and 
presented to the year 7 healthy lifestyles 
class. They discussed the impact of 
processed sugar on our health. They then 
asked the students to estimate the amount 
of sugar in some popular drinks. They also 
learned how to read the labels on products 
to determine the sugar content. The results 
were eye opening for many! 

Andrea Pengilly
Sport Coordinator



This term to support our structured, synthetic, science of 
reading approach to literacy we implemented the Playberry
Laser Literacy program across the school. 

It’s an excellent program for students to improve their 
phonology, spelling rule knowledge, and reading fluency skills. 

With Playberry Laster Literacy, students can engage in 
multisensory, interactive, and fun activities that enhance their 
understanding of phonics and spelling patterns, helping them 
become more confident and fluent readers.

The program offers various exercises and games that target 
different aspects of literacy, such as phonemic awareness, 
decoding, and sight word recognition. By providing a 
comprehensive approach to literacy instruction, Playberry
Laser Literacy supports students in developing strong 
foundation skills necessary for reading success.

Through the program, students can practice phonological 
awareness by identifying and manipulating individual sounds 
in words. This skill is essential for understanding the relationship 
between letters and sounds, which is crucial for accurate 
reading and spelling. 

Additional, Playberry Laser Literacy focuses on teaching 
spelling rules, enabling students to understand the principals 
behind English spelling patterns. By learning these rules, 
students can improve their spelling accuracy and become 
more independent writers.

The program also emphasizes reading fluency, helping 
students develop the ability to read with speed, accuracy, 
and expression. Regular practice with Playberry Laser 
Literacy’s reading activities can enhance students’ reading 
fluency by building sight word recognition and improving 
decoding skills.

Overall, Playberry Laser Literacy provides a dynamic and 
engaging platform for students to develop their phonology, 
spelling rules knowledge, and reading fluency skills. 
Incorporating this program at Galilee, students can benefit 
from a comprehensive approach to literacy that fosters their 
growth as confident and proficient readers.

Bec Little
Literacy Coordinator

Literacy



World Environment Day celebrations

The Youth Environment Group put together some 
FANTASTIC activities and challenges to raise 
awareness of single use plastics in our school 
community.

It was wonderful to see the many ‘Nude Food’ 
items in lunchboxes in Homerooms and in the 
staffroom. 

Max gathered data on each Homeroom’s landfill 
bin for our ‘Homeroom Challenge’ of using the 
least amount of plastics. The winning Homegroup 
will be announced at Galilee Gathers this Friday.

Some of our Middle School students participated in 
‘Cubby building without plastics’ and constructed 
a sheltered sitting area to sit and chat. 

Stage 2 celebrated by harvesting mandarins from 
our fruit orchard to share with each Homegroup 
and enjoyed a delicious, salad wrap with the 
lettuces from our Magic Harvest Salad Plot. 

Many students visited the Sheoak forest for ‘Nature 
Play without plastics’ and used natural materials to 
create ‘gifts’ for the Sheoak forest. 

Buddy groups came together to make a ‘Single 
use plastic art piece’ for our art competition. These 
will be on display for all to see during Galilee 
Gathers. 

HUGE thanks goes to our Environment Leaders and 
Youth Environment Group for organising these 
activities. 

Carmen Moyse
Eco Literacy Coordinator

Eco-Literacy



Day
EnvironmentWorld



Library

Library News

We are thrilled to announce that our new 
school library is officially up and running! The 
library is now equipped with brand new 
furniture, which has just arrived and adds a 
touch of elegance and comfort to the 
environment. This wonderful space has been 
designed to inspire and engage our students 
in the joy of reading and learning. 

A school library serves as a hub for 
knowledge, imagination, and creativity. It 
offers a wide range of resources, including 
picture books, novels, information books, and 
magazines to support the educational needs 
and interests of our students.

Our goal is to create a welcoming and 
stimulating atmosphere that fosters a love of 
books and encourages exploration and 
imagination. Whether your child enjoys 
adventure, mystery, science fiction, or non-
fiction, they will find something to pique their 
curiosity within our shelves.

If you are interested in volunteering in the 
library, please email me at 
rlittle@galilee.catholic.edu.au

Happy Reading,

Bec Little

Literacy Coordinator

mailto:rlittle@galilee.catholic.edu.au


Galilee Directory

If your child is going to be 
absent, late, or leaving early 
please notify the office by SMS 
on 0438 631 312 or email 
GalileeAbsentee@galilee.catholic.
edu.au
before 9am. Please provide 
the following details: 

• Child’s name 
• Reason for absence/early 

departure/late arrival
• Child’s home room teacher 

School 
info@galilee.catholic.edu.au 
p 8550 2200

Fr. Josy Sebastian p 83821717

Sr Margaret Ann Connelly
p 0488287552

Centacare
p 82156311

Galilee OSHC
M 0411382054 

Galilee Playgroup
Mondays during term time 
9am – 10.30am
Melanie Wilson p 85502200 

Second-hand uniform
Opening times 
Wed 8.30am – 9am and 
2.45pm – 3.30pm
and Fri 2.30pm – 3pm

KEY DATES
TERM 2

Week 7

Mon 12 June PUBLIC HOLIDAY – Kings Birthday

Tue 12 – Wed 14 Year 4 Camp

Week 8

Mon 19 June School Photos

Tue 20 June Sacrament of Confirmation
6.30pm Mary of Galilee Church 

Fri 23 June Pupil Free Day

Week 9

Fri 30 June Galilee Gathers 2.30pm

Week 10

Fri 7 July Last Day Term 2
3.10pm Dismissal

Campus Calendar
https://www.galilee.catholic.edu.au/events-calendar.html

mailto:GalileeAbsentee@galilee.catholic.edu.au
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