
 

 
AGENDA: Thursday 26th March 2025 4:00 for 4:30pm 

Venue: Griffith University Gold Coast Campus G39_1.19 (Science, Engineering 
& Architecture Building) Across from the main entrance to the building on the 

ground floor 
 

Parking is available in the carpark at the end of Engineering Drive, but not in 
the multistorey carpark. Please print the form at the end of this agenda and 

leave it on your dashboard. 
 

For Campus map see 
https://www.griffith.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0035/1259990/22MAP_GEN_GCC.pdf 

 

Link to online meeting: https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-
join/19%3ameeting_OWVjYzg3ZjYtYmE3MC00Yzc4LTgxOTEtNTQ1NGEwMWU
5ZjM4%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%226600c7c5-16b5-4baf-
9e93-323bd8c01dba%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2246e6ea1f-27c1-4179-9e75-

2d7dd1972176%22%7d 
 

 Welcome 
 Apologies: Cathy Galligan 
 Confirmation of the Agenda 
 Minutes of previous meeting and Business Arising 
 President’s Report:  

• Report on Sensei Social – at the Ship Inn, South Bank, Brisbane Friday 13 
March 

• Shuichi Matsunawa from Australian Academy of Martial Arts Karate-Do Club 
Inc. is keen to provide karate presentations to GC schools teaching 
Japanese. 

 Webmaster’s Report: 
 Treasurer’s Report: 
 General Business 
 PD: Janet Schneider from Brisbane SHS will present on Continuous 

Assessment in Languages - From One-Off Exams to Everyday Evidence of 

https://www.griffith.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0035/1259990/22MAP_GEN_GCC.pdf
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_OWVjYzg3ZjYtYmE3MC00Yzc4LTgxOTEtNTQ1NGEwMWU5ZjM4%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257B%2522Tid%2522%253A%25226600c7c5-16b5-4baf-9e93-323bd8c01dba%2522%252C%2522Oid%2522%253A%252246e6ea1f-27c1-4179-9e75-2d7dd1972176%2522%257D%26fbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExTjA1dXh6SmFWcmZ5aXdXZXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR4AwZLHdaKCZixF7xmsUA3tNGYwsIuKA97diJEr3bAh0vmEc2TTLIvXkBEvKA_aem_XCN1tJpm0xpE6Xo05vtwUw&h=AT75vIMHiCHVzozUQSkelLQTeTSuOCG0vjhUUUCB5ehjHLDqEIM_e5s5vW4uccssgzpnU5JdScjBGUCs988OaE85CzqUj41RmYR3KAmcm65WsbTJzrdB3Q4DfLYBt3ZXb_4
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Learning This webinar is about changing what we have always done so that 
languages remain viable, engaging, and human. Continuous assessment offers 
a way to honour progress, lower anxiety, and keep students in language learning 
beyond the compulsory years. 

 
Future meetings:   
 Thu 07 May   GC LTQ   G39_1.19 

Dinner this month: Yuyin Chinese Restaurant, Southport 
  



 
MINUTES: Thursday 5th March 2025  

 
Venue: Griffith University Gold Coast Campus G39_1.19 (Science, Engineering 

& Architecture Building)  
 
 

Attendance: 
Leigh Kirwan (Griffith University), Giovanni Picariello (Southport State School), Anna 
Belousha (GC Russian School - online), Cathy Galligan (Benowa SS), Rosa Chen 
(Kimberly College), Danielle Swainson (Somerset College), Markus Ebeling (Clairvaux 
MacKillop College), Rachael Martin (St Claire’s - online) 
 
Apologies:  
Oriane Monet, Yoko MacDonald, Susie Fenton, Jack Augustine, Aileen Seidman, 
Candace Sparks, Cathryn Very, Peter Nyberg, Mariko Saito, Masako Ware 
 
Minutes of previous meeting and Business arising: 
Leigh Kirwan moved that the Agenda and the Minutes of the previous meeting were 
approved, Cathy Galligan seconded.  
 
President’s Report:  
 
Report on CI (Comprehensible Input) Down Under Conference at Griffith 
University South Bank campus 12 – 16 January 
Leigh covered this in the last meeting in more detail.  
To note: Conference is biannual – Brisbane this year next time in Canberra (2028) 
Comprehensible Input – Stephen Krashen’s hypotheses  - making language simple 
and comprehensible so that the cognitive load is appropriate for all to experiecne 
learning.  
Leigh also shared that at the conference, a 2 hour language lab was held every 
afternoon using CI principles for delegates to experience this approach first hand. 
Sensei Social – Free meeting and entertainment for Japanese teachers at the Ship 
Inn, South Bank, Brisbane at 6pm Friday 13 March run by LTQ Japanese Network. 



Finger food provided – LK thinking of attending and has extended invitation to 
everyone. 
 
Mami Yoshino is running and Open Kaizen Classroom at Foxwell State College 
8:30am – 3:00pm 30 April 2026. Fully catered $115. https://tinyurl.com/3uhv4j6r 

 
Webmaster’s Report: 
Giovanni Picariello reported that all is functioning well.  
 
Treasurer’s Report: 
Cash balance $6,538.87 in the current account as at 5/3/26. 
 
General Business: 
 
Conti Workshop 20/5/2026 - proposed 

• Cathy Galligan has sent EOI’s – waiting for more numbers 

• LK has booked the room at Griffith University FOC 

• Conti cost is $3000 + room night + inbound flight from wherever he is coming from 

• CG to create a flyer to advertise – members could send to all their databases to 
spread the work via both email and also via socials 

• CG to send to Cheryl Saunders to advertise  

• Giovanni to work on advertising on the website 

• Members are asked to distribute invitation / EOI to all known contacts that may be 
interested in attending. 

 
 

Leigh shared photos from his recent trip to Japan and spoke about the 
highlights of the trip: 

• 58th Trip to Japan 

• Cold temperatures some at -20 degrees 

• Favourable exchange rate AUD at 111 Yen 

• Travelled with ex- students 

• Visited Snow sculptures 

• Anime more popular than ever 

• Stayed in Narita - in a 110 year old Ryokan – Japanese Inn, Kirinoya 

• Went to Hokkiado, Sapporo, and other destinations 
 

 
Professional Development: Giovanni will provide one of his excellent sessions: 
“10 Tips and Tricks for Achieving Comprehensible Input in your class”. 
Giovanni shared an informative presnetation about his top 10 tips, and shared 
resources and activities to illustrate those tips. GP shared a song that he modified ‘I 
want it that way’ – in Chinese. 
 
Top 10 Tips and Tricks 
1. Classroom Setup with posters and vocabulary in both English and Chinese 
2. Use specific classroom gestures and routines to enchance learning 
3. Design lessons about yourself to teach vocab 
4. Explain what they are doing and why 

https://tinyurl.com/3uhv4j6r


5. First lesson, students must experience some success 
6. Make things comprehensible using gestures and translation 
7. Use diagrams and table - Check for understanding 
8. Use repeated patterned reading 
9. Backward by design – design assessments first 
10. Include same mode in assessments as are covered in class 
 
 
Future meetings:   
Please note that the next meeting is in 3 weeks’ time (due to the Easter public 

holidays). 

Thu 26 March   GC LTQ   G39_1.19 

 
Meeting closed at 5.45 pm 
 

 
 
Dinner at local sushi restaurant 
  



 
 

 
 

Attending Languages Teachers Qld 

meeting 

 

3:30pm – 6:30pm 
Should you have any enquires regarding this vehicle or any others 

displaying this note, please contact  
Dr Leigh Kirwan – School of Languages and Linguistics  

 0403 169 445  
 
 

Park in the carpark at the end of Engineering Drive 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Attending Languages Teachers Qld 

meeting 

 

3:30pm – 6:30pm 
Should you have any enquires regarding this vehicle or any others 

displaying this note, please contact  
Dr Leigh Kirwan – School of Languages and Linguistics  

 0403 169 445  
 

 Park in the carpark at the end of Engineering Drive 
 
 
 

 


