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E-Z-GO® ELiTE™ Series:  
Proven Results with Lithium Technology
Golf Club Reports an Increase in Energy Savings and Less Downtime

Southern Dunes Golf Club trusts E-Z-GO RXV® ELiTE Series 
vehicles to enhance player experience. Last year, 40,000 rounds of 
golf were played at the award-winning Southern Dunes Golf Club. 
Located outside of Orlando, Florida, Southern Dunes is known for 
its large undulating greens, challenging topography and dramatic 
high peak bunkers. 

“On a busy day we can have more than 200 golfers from around the 
world,” said Kevin Woodard, Director of Golf at Southern Dunes. 

With roughly 100 feet of elevation changes along the 7,200-
yard course, the rugged terrain at Southern Dunes placed an 
extra strain on its previous fleet powered by lead-acid batteries. 
So, when E-Z-GO unveiled its new lithium-powered golf cars, 
Southern Dunes was one of the first courses to replace their  
fleet of 80 lead-acid vehicles with new ELiTE lithium vehicles.

“We were excited to adopt the state-of-the-art lithium technology 
that the new ELiTE vehicles were equipped with,” said Woodard. 

“E-Z-GO has a rich history of delivering high-performing and 
innovative technologies in their golf cars, and that’s exactly what 
we’ve experienced with our new fleet.”

Kevin Woodard  
Director of Golf



Since adopting RXV ELiTE vehicles, Southern Dunes is noting 
measurable improvements in three areas: energy savings, daily 
maintenance and turf compaction. 

ENERGY SAVINGS
E-Z-GO partnered with Samsung SDI to develop extremely 
efficient technology that powers ELiTE series vehicles. Hundreds 
of Samsung lithium cells are loaded into a single battery pack, 
which is controlled by an advanced Battery Management System 
that monitors efficiency, temperature, state of charge and health of 
the batteries. 

These batteries result in ELiTE series vehicles being 59 percent* 
more efficient than Club Car and 52 percent* more efficient than 
Yamaha. Within three months of running RXV ELiTE vehicles, 
Southern Dunes began seeing the financial savings of its new cars.

“With our fleet of RXV ELiTE golf cars, we quickly noticed a  
30 to 40 percent decrease on our energy bill,” said Woodard. “We 
especially appreciate ELiTE’s rapid charge feature, which quickly 
recharges the cars and allows them to perform from sun-up to 
sun-down without losing pace. That is a significant benefit to our 
club. Traditionally, it took six to eight hours to charge a lead-acid 
vehicle. With ELiTE, it takes two to three hours and when we 
charge on off-peak hours, it generates additional cost savings.”

The charging time on the RXV ELiTE fleet is significantly 
reduced, which means staff can plug a vehicle in for a quick 
charging session between rounds. This rapidly restores the charge 
to the batteries as opposed to the lengthy recharge cycles required 
by lead-acid batteries.

Southern Dunes’ new RXV ELiTE fleet features the IntelliBrake™ 
system. The patented system encompasses two technologies: a 
motor brake that automatically slows the vehicle when traveling 
up or down steep grades, and a parking brake that automatically 
engages when the vehicle stops. This system also delivers full-time 
regenerative braking, redirecting energy back into the vehicle’s 
batteries whenever the brakes are applied, recharging the batteries 
during use and further extending the vehicle’s energy efficiency 
and range. The IntelliBrake system is another way the cars are 
producing increased efficiency at Southern Dunes. 

“Our staff is spending less time rotating vehicles based on the 
consumption of amp hours,” explained Woodard. “That means we 
are now able to focus more energy on our guests’ experience.” 

Woodard isn’t worrying about battery warranties either;  
the vehicles’ batteries are backed by a five-year, unlimited  
amp-hour warranty. 

DAILY MAINTENANCE 
Benefits from the E-Z-GO ELiTE Series extend beyond unlimited 
amp hours and its five-year battery warranty. The game-changing 
vehicles require no battery maintenance. Lithium batteries  
don’t require watering, terminal post checkups or cleaning like 
lead-acid batteries do. 

“On average, staff would spend six to eight hours performing 
critical maintenance like maintaining the water level in the 
lead-acid batteries and post check-ups,” said Woodard. “The zero 
maintenance benefit has been phenomenal. Our staff have been 
excited by not spending as much time maintaining the golf cars, 
and as a manager that makes me feel good.”

TURF COMPACTION
Southern Dunes golf operations isn’t the only department that is 
giving the E-Z-GO RXV ELiTE vehicles high marks — the club’s 
superintendent is noticing an improvement in turf conditions on 
the course. 

“Our course has fewer cart paths to the holes, which means golfers 
drive more on the fairways,” explained Woodard. “One of the 
most impressive benefits that I’ve seen is the lighter footprint. Our 
ELiTE vehicles are 300 pounds lighter which means less wear and 
tear on the fairways. At the end of the day, that’s our final product. 
We want the course to look the best it can every day.”

ELiTE Series vehicle batteries are half the size and a fraction of 
the weight of lead-acid batteries, reducing turf damage and soil 
compaction due to vehicle weight.

“As a golf professional, I would definitely recommend an  
E-Z-GO ELiTE f leet to any of my peers” , said Woodard. “In my 
career, I have seen advancements in the golf industry that have 
helped the player. Now with E-Z-GO ELiTE vehicles, we are  
seeing advancements that help the golf course”. 

“With a five-year warranty, zero maintenance and a high-quality 
product, why wouldn’t anyone go with E-Z-GO ELiTE?”

The exclusive ELiTE lithium technology is available in the 
following models:

  RXV ELiTE 

  FREEDOM® RXV ELiTE 

  FREEDOM RXV 2+2 ELiTE 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE ELiTE SERIES VEHICLES BY  

VISITING EZGO.COM/ELiTE.

“We quickly noticed a 30 to 40 percent  
decrease on our energy bill.”

*  Externally endorsed testing. Results determined comparing the RXV vs. the Precedent and Drive AC models. Results vary according to course 
terrain and conditions. ©2018 Textron Specialized Vehicles Inc.

  TXT® ELiTE 

  FREEDOM TXT ELiTE 

  FREEDOM TXT 2+2 ELiTE


