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A smart renovation has this family feeling
like pampered guests in their own home
a more practical house and, considering Mark
conducts his guitar teaching business, Mark Joe
Hope Music, from home, they have achieved
this and more. Mark says everyday life now has
a touch of luxury.
“We often say about the house, ‘We like this
hotel,’” he says. And like any good hotel, this
one has a pool, a playroom for the kids – Mark
and Carolyn’s two boys love their art and craft
bench in the laundry – and a terrace where the
house band stages musical soirees. Recently,
Mark held a jazz day for his students and
music buddies on the poolside terrace, which is
covered by the upstairs deck and doubles as a
waiting area for students before they have their
lessons in the soundproof teaching studio.
“The good thing about the terrace,” says Tania,
“is that it has an entry from the street, so when
visitors arrive they don’t have to go anywhere
near the private, family area upstairs.”
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pool while allowing breezes and natural light to
enter both upper and lower levels.
When in the pool, Mark says he and Carolyn
love looking up at that side of the house because
of the way Tania has stepped the exterior walls,
creating niches that provide extra surface area
for fenestration.
“It’s not a big, blank wall, like you would see
on a poorly designed block of flats,” says Mark.
“It makes for a nice vista while you are relaxing
in the pool.” Seems hotel management is very
pleased indeed.
architect • Tania Coward, ph: 3892 3449.
builder • Terry O’Connor Builders, ph: 3252 9900.

BOUTIQUE FULL FLOOR LUXURY,
STYLE AND SOPHISTICATION
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Brisbane’s CBD offering unparalleled design and living.

U P H O L S T E RY C L E A N I N G

• All Fabric Types (including Micro Suede)
• 20+ years exp.
• Fabric Protector
• Wet/Dry and Low Moisture Cleaning
• Safe and Environmentally Friendly

UPHOLSTERY CLEANING SPECIALIST
Glenn Zeidler 0411 423 310

Mobile: 0413 373 057

www.treefrogshutters.com

LEVEL 26
UNPARALLELED FEATURES INCLUDE:
• Boutique block of 42 Residences
• Individual lobby entrance from lift
• River, City, Story Bridge views
• 3 bedrooms plus study

PROUDLY

AUSTRALIAN MADE
RIGHT HERE IN
QUEENSLAND

• Energy efficient. Environmentally friendly. Economical
• Reduces heat and highly insulative
• Non toxic. Flame retardent. PVC free (will not discolour)
• Ideal for both internal and external applications

we invite you to visit our
new factory and showroom

• Full size gourmet kitchen with stone
benchtops & Miele Appliances
• 2 bathrooms plus powder room
• 2 car spaces & storage
• Full Floor Area 256m2

AUCTION ON SITE: Thursday 3rd March, 6:30pm
Level 26, 483 Adelaide Street, Brisbane CBD

new factory and showroom
141 Bluestone Circuit, Seventeen Mile Rocks

RESIDENT’S FACILITIES INCLUDE:
• Private climate controlled wine cellar
• Wine tasting room
• Resident’s Business Centre with boardroom
• Gym, Lap pool, Sauna,
• Steam room & Treatment room

INSPECT: Saturday 11am - 12pm & Thursday 5.30pm - 6.30pm or by appointment
Ben Langfield 0423 026 431 or 1800 734 475

BSA LIC: 1198789

For a Free Measure and quote contact:

This advertisement has been prepared by MREEF Project Company No.9 Pty Ltd and UPL No.7 Pty Ltd
as vendor. Whilst all information has been gathered from sources we deem to be reliable, we do not
guarantee the accuracy of this information. Intending purchasers should make their own enquiries in
relation to the development. Furniture not included.

Ph: (07) 3716 7766

Email: sales@decorblinds.com.au
www.decorblinds.com.au
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deCKED OUT ... the new look features extra outdoor
living areas. 
Photographs • Richard Waugh
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emodelling a house can unlock its
potential, but what if the alterations
and additions also uncover a
hidden side to the renovator’s
personality? Take the owners of
this Holland Park house as an
example. There was no question that they loved
entertaining friends and family but, perhaps
oddly for residents of the subtropics, they never
considered themselves “deck people”.
That was until they renovated the house they
had lived in for seven years and architect Tania
Coward designed the “bonus” of a rear veranda
on the second of the two storeys. Now it’s one
of many spots in the house they love.
“What is now the formal dining room used to
be the living room and the only room we could
entertain in,” says Mark who, with his wife
Carolyn, embarked on the renovation in stages,
starting in 2006. Their brief to Tania asked for

In that family zone, the bedrooms run down
one side of the house. There’s Carolyn and
Mark’s bedroom and ensuite at the rear, then
the guest bedroom, the main bathroom and at
the front, the boys’ room. This bedroom has a
refreshing outlook – through a large, fixed pane
flanked on both sides by an awning window – to
the front garden where there’s a small courtyard
and the barbecue.
The formal dining room opens to an enclosed
veranda at the front of the house, where boxes
of toys and a chalkboard easel are the telltale
signs of another playroom for the boys.
“The kids, like us adults, actually enjoy having
their own spaces they can retreat to, such as the
art and craft area downstairs. They don’t always
want to be hanging around us,” says Mark.
With an extra 177sq m of floor space
post-renovation, there is more than enough
room to play.
Tania says one of the tricky issues in getting
the additional space was designing the roof line
for the extension. “It’s a tiled roof, which can
be quite hard to extend, especially in this older,
pitched roof style,” she says.
While it’s a challenge to alter a character
home, Tania relishes working with the detail
and finishes in these types of houses.
“Look at those cornices, they’re just gorgeous,”
she says with clear delight at how well the
carpenter has seamlessly matched the original
pattern in the new areas. Modern updates,
however, save the renovation from becoming
twee. The internal staircase, for example, is a
stunning, minimalistic feature with windows
on one side of the void providing a view to the
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