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TODAY WE WILL:

ÅExamine some barriers to comprehending text

ÅLearn about Top Level Structure

ÅDeconstruct some common Top Level Structures

ÅUse graphic organisers as note-making 
frameworks

ÅExamine the link between reading and writing

ÅUse graphic organisers as planning templates for 
writing
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WHY BOTHER?

ÅaǳŎƘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфлуΩǎ ŀƴŘ 
мффлΩǎ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ 
the way in which ideas are organised in 
non-literary texts contributes to making 
meaning

ÅThe benefits of text structure knowledge 
apply to both comprehension and writing
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BENEFITS OF TOP LEVEL 
STRUCTURE INSTRUCTION

ÅMemory ςretaining information

ÅSummarising

ÅRelevancy

ÅFact and opinion

ÅAnswering questions

ÅProcessing information efficiently
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TOP LEVEL STRUCTURE IN DAILY 
LIFE

ÅActivity pg2
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THE IMPORTANCE OF PRE-READING 

The most significant factor that influences whether or not 
comprehension takes place is what is done prior to 
ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎκƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎκǾƛŜǿƛƴƎΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ ŀ ΨŎǊƻǿŘŜŘ 
ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳΩΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘŀƎŜ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƻǾŜǊƭƻƻƪŜŘΦ

PRE-READING STRATEGIES ARE CRUCIAL TO 
EFFECTIVE COMPREHENSION
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PRE-READING STRATEGIES

ÅPredicting
ÅActivating prior knowledge and building knowledge
ÅNavigating the text
ÅPre-teaching the vocabulary
ÅSkimming 
ÅReading the questions first
ÅIdentifying the top level structure of the text or the 

ways in which the ideas in the text are organised. 
Remember that each paragraph may have a different 
top level structure, especially in a longer piece of 
writing.
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WHAT DOESNôT WORK 

WELL

Interrupting the 

reading and asking, 

ñWho knows what 

éé. means?ò
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PRE-TEACH VOCABULARY PRIOR 
TO READING

Å Number lines on document 
ÅOn ƭƛƴŜ Χ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǿƻǊŘκǇƘǊŀǎŜκǘŜǊƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ Χ
Å Put your finger on the word/phrase/term.
Å Look across to your neighbour and without speaking check 

that you have your fingers on the same word/phrase/term.
Å¸ƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŦƛƴƎŜǊ ƻƴ Χ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ Χ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ 

(insert part of speech)
ÅLΩƭƭ ǎŀȅ ΧΣ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅ Χ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƳŜΣ ƻƴŎŜ ƳƻǊŜ Χ
ÅhƪΣ 9Ƴƛƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ Χ ƳŜŀƴΚ
Å¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ Χ ƳŜŀƴǎ Χ
Å Right, next word/term/phrase. 
Åhƴ ƭƛƴŜ Χ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǿƻǊŘκǇƘǊŀǎŜκǘŜǊƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ Χ
Å Etc
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PRE-TEACH VOCABULARY 
PRIOR TO READING

Å Number lines on document 
Å On ƭƛƴŜ Χ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǿƻǊŘκǇƘǊŀǎŜκǘŜǊƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ Χ
Å Put your finger on the word/phrase/term.
Å Look across to your neighbour and without speaking check that 

you have your fingers on the same word/phrase/term.
Å ¸ƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŦƛƴƎŜǊ ƻƴ Χ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ Χ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ όƛƴǎŜǊǘ 

part of speech)
Å LΩƭƭ ǎŀȅ ΧΣ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅ Χ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƳŜΣ ƻƴŎŜ ƳƻǊŜ Χ
Å hƪΣ 9Ƴƛƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ Χ ƳŜŀƴΚ
Å ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ Χ ƳŜŀƴǎ Χ
Å Right, next word/term/phrase. 
Å hƴ ƭƛƴŜ Χ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǿƻǊŘκǇƘǊŀǎŜκǘŜǊƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ Χ
Å Etc
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