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Junior Years Literacy
at Rostrevor College
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Our Literacy Commitment
At Rostrevor College, we are committed to implementing evidence-based 
methods and approaches to the teaching of literacy. 

We understand how vital literacy skills are in order to support all learning areas, 
and endeavour to develop life-long, articulate learners who comprehend and 
communicate effectively. 
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Literacy approaches at Rostrevor in the Junior Years are based on the explicit and systematic teaching of 
fundamental literacy knowledge and skills. 

We follow what the scientific evidence states around literacy instruction to provide the best possible 
environment for all boys to develop the ability to read, write and understand language and literature. 

Our Approach

The Science of Reading (SoR) is a comprehensive body 
of research from relevant disciplines such as education, 
special education, literacy, psychology and neurology 
that provides information on how the brain best learns 
to read. Rostrevor College Junior Years is committed 
to being guided by scientific research to gain a deeper 
understanding on how children learn to read. 

Our literacy approach is based on the Structured Literacy 
model, a highly explicit and systematic way of teaching 
all important components of literacy. These components 
include both foundational skills (e.g. reading, spelling, 
handwriting and letter formation) and higher-level 
literacy skills (e.g. reading comprehension and written 
expression). 

The Science of Reading 
- Structured Literacy Reading is made of 

6 key areas: 

1 Oral Language: Application of oral 
language skills - talking and listening. 

2 Phonological and Phonemic 
awareness: The ability to identify 
and manipulate the distinct 
individual sounds in spoken words.  

3 Phonics: The ability to decode words 
using knowledge or letter-sound 
relationships. 

4 Vocabulary: Knowing the meaning 
of a wide variety of words and the 
structure of written language.  

5 Fluency: Reading with speed and 
accuracy.

6 Comprehension: Understanding the 
meaning and intent of the text. 
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Synthetic Systematic Phonics
Phonics work by breaking words down into individual 
sounds. While we have 26 letters in the English alphabet, 
there are 44 different sounds produced. Learning to read 
with phonics is a bit like learning code; after learning just a 
few sounds, your son will be able to use this code to read 
and write hundreds of words. The more sounds he knows, 
the more words he will be able to work out how to read and 
write. 

At Rostrevor, the instruction of synthetic phonics is 
systematic and sequential - building up from the simplest 
and most common to less common. Synthetic does not 
mean unnatural or fake, synthetic refers to the synthesising 
or combining of sounds to make words. Students learn to 
link the letters to speech sounds to read words and separate 
the speech sounds to write words. 

Phonological and Phonemic Awareness
Phonemic awareness skills include learning how to break apart (segment) and combine (blend) the sounds 
in words. Phonemic awareness is a foundational skill when learning to read and write and is one of the best 
early predictors for reading success in children. 

We know that all students benefit from explicit and intentional instruction in phonological and phonemic 
awareness. At Rostrevor College, we offer daily, systematic instruction in phonological and phonemic 
awareness. 

Our Literacy Programs
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Morphology
Morphology is the study of words and their parts 
or ‘morphemes’. Knowing about and understanding 
morphemes has the potential to enhance reading, 
spelling, vocabulary and comprehension. As 
children progress through the years at school, 
they will encounter thousands of unfamiliar words. 
Understanding morphemes gives them another 
key to independently work out both the meaning 
and the pronunciation of those words, effectively 
unlocking the power of print. 

Language Comprehension
Language comprehension is the ability to make 
sense of the language we hear and read. Language 
comprehension includes vocabulary, background 
knowledge, verbal reasoning as well as knowledge 
of text and sentence structure. Teaching of 
these elements of language comprehension is an 
incremental, ongoing and development process 
whereby each part is integrated to strategically 
comprehend texts. At Rostrevor, we provide boys 
with a content-rich curriculum spanning a variety 
of learning areas to develop strong language 
comprehension abilities and scaffold future learning. 

Decodable Texts
Decodable texts are books that contain only 
phonetic code that students have already learned. 
Decodable texts encourage children to sound 
out words using decoding strategies rather than 
guessing from the picture or predicting from other 
cues. Their knowledge of phonics and word analysis 
skills enables them to decode unfamiliar words so 
they can read every word, consolidate their learning, 
develop fluency, and experience success. Children 
begin to access decodable texts in Reception. 
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Using Data to Activate 
Support
The individual progress of children is constantly 
tracked through a comprehensive Assessment 
and Monitoring schedule. The rigorous gathering 
of student data allows our teachers to triangulate 
data, making more in-depth judgements about their 
child’s progress and individual needs. 

To support teachers and students in the implementation the Structured Literacy approach, Rostrevor College 
Junior Years has a dedicated Leader of Teaching and Learning guiding and supporting educators in planning 
and teaching students. 

We are committed to ensure our educators are highly skilled and trained in evidence-based literacy 
approaches and invest in the ongoing professional development of our staff. This is characterised by carefully 
planned and sequenced lessons, clear and detailed instructions and modelling, and frequent and systematic 
monitoring of student progress with feedback given to students to monitor the effectiveness of teaching. 
Rostrevor College Junior Years is committed to paving the way for a successful learning journey for each boy. 

Instructional Coaching 
for Educators

Data Conversations
Data gathered on each student is analysed by key 
staff to identify where intervention support may 
be required. This is subsequently communicated to 
parents. These Data Conversations occur several 
times a year to ensure accurate and updated 
information is shared about each boy. 



7

Learning Supports for Students
The Inclusive Education team offers a vast range of intervention groups within the Response to Intervention 
model including MiniLit, MutiLit, MacqLit and Multisensory Structured Language for children who require this 
additional support. 

Student progress is monitored through regular cumulative reviews built into each program.

Response to Intervention Model
At Rostrevor, we employ a three-tier Response to Intervention model to efficiently differentiate instruction 
for all students using specific, research-based interventions. 

Tier III 
Individualised intensive 
interventions

Tier II 
Targeted small group 
interventions for at risk 
students

Tier I 
Whole class 
research-based 
core instruction

Tier 1: Whole class, high-quality, scientifically based instruction 
All students receive high-quality, scientifically based instruction. All students are screened periodically to 
identify struggling learners who need additional support. 

Tier 2: Small group, targeted interventions 
Students not making adequate progress in the regular classroom in Tier 1 are provided with increasingly 
intensive instruction matched to their needs based on levels of performance and rates of progress. 

Tier 3: Individual, intensive interventions 
At this level, students receive individualised, intensive interventions that target the students’ skill deficits.
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PreLit
PreLit is a tier 2 intervention delivered to our Early 
Years students (Reception and Year 1) providing 
them with a sound foundation skill for reading. It 
is a systematic based program that incorporates 
different types of phonological awareness (sounds 
in words) activities, oral blending and segmentation 
activities. 

MiniLit
MiniLit is a tier 2 intervention delivered to our Year 
1 and 2 students who require intensive support to 
develop decoding skills. The students are explicity 
taught the relationships between the sounds and 
letters and how these are used by skilled readers. 
Students are provided with further opportunities 
to practise their reading skills using a variety of 
connected activities and resources. 

Intervention
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MacqLit
MacqLit is a tier 2 intervention delivered to our 
Year 3, 4 and 5 students who require intensive 
support to develop word recognition skills. The 
students are explicitly and systematically taught 
the skills of reading; phonemic awareness, phonics, 
fluency, vocabulary and comprehension. In addition, 
students are taught strategies for decoding 
multisyllable words and given the opportunity to 
generalise the learnt component skills through 
connected text reading. 

Multisensory Literacy Support
Highly trained educators deliver intensive 
multisensory (visual, auditory and kinaesthetic) 
literacy support to pairs or individual students 
who require extensive support to decode words. 
The lessons are highly explicit and delivered in 
systematic way paced to the learning of each 
individual student. Intensive Multisensory Literacy 
support lessons include drill, repetition and 
reteaching of phonology, sound-symbol association, 
syllable instruction, morphology, syntax and 
semantics to commit this knowledge into a student’s 
long term memory. 

Nessy Reading and Spelling Support
Nessy is a Tier 2 internet-based program that 
helps teach students who require additional 
support in reading and spelling. Nessy contains 
over one hundred independent learning lessons 
spread over ten engaging islands. The lessons 
emphasise phonemic awareness, phonics, blending, 
irregular words, fluency, spelling, vocabulary and 
comprehension. Students begin by taking a Nessy 
Challenge to establish their baseline reading and 
spelling ability and then a personalised program is 
designed with reading and spelling targets. These 
targets are constantly reviewed and new targets are 
set.
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67-91 Glen Stuart Road,  
Woodforde, SA 5072

T +61 8 8364 8200  
F +61 8 8364 8396 
E roscoll@rostrevor.sa.edu.au

rostrevor.sa.edu.au

A CATHOLIC ALL BOYS’ DAY & BOARDING
COLLEGE IN THE EDMUND RICE TRADITION
Reception to Year 12


