
 

Year 7 & 8 State Volleyball Finals  
Written by Glen Urbani 
 
The tournament started like a house on fire – Rostrevor playing outstanding volleyball in the opening 
match of the day against Temple College – Paralowie, serving ruthlessly, and simply picking 
up everything that needed defensive efforts. Rostrevor won the match 2-0. The second game saw us 
play against a “behemoth” of a team from Investigator. I have never seen Year 8s that big! To our 
credit the boys played some scintillating Volleyball and got the job done against the opposition 2-1.  
 
This set up a semi-final for us against Playford College. If there ever was going to be a game where 
everything that could go against the flow could happen, this was it! We played very patchy volleyball 
to a very unauthentic team, whose sporadic game challenged us and undermined our system. 
Pressure built and we made very poor, unforced errors. Unfortunately, we lost the match 2-1, when 
leading 13-10 in the third. It was a steep learning curve for the team. 
 
The final match of the day for 3rd was against Marryatville. The coaching brains decided it was more 
valuable to play our less experienced players in this game – for the benefit it would provide them in 
relation to match play. The bigger, long-term picture for us was more important than the immediate 
gratification of winning a “dead rubber” for us. I believe this was the outcome in this game even 
though we lost 2-0.  
 
At very best, the team was exceptional, clearly one the best teams in the tournament. Our ability to 
play our game against unconventional teams needs work, but it is an investment that will see the 
team achieve far greater things in the future than short term achievements that will stifle our 
development.  
 
Best performers on the day were Ashton Creswell (c) and Jayden Chee, but the general contribution 
of all was solid and consistent throughout the whole tournament. Special mention to Joshua Farrell 
who came as our referee. I might be biased but I think he was the best ref on the day. Then again, 
what would I know about volleyball!!!!  

 


