
 

 

 

Parent Vote of Thanks 2021 – Birgitte Sorensen  

As we celebrate the graduation of our sons, may we reflect on their journey at Rostrevor 
College – whether that be from starting their journey in Reception, during the Junior Years 
or the Senior Years.  
 
For some of us, like my family, this is our final year at Rostrevor after 17 years. Both my 
sons, Nathan and Jack Rudolph, started in Reception with Nathan graduating four years ago 
and Jack graduating this year. It’s been an incredible journey for our family, and I hope it has 
been for your family too.  
 
One of the reasons we chose Rostrevor College is that it provides a great range of 
opportunities and experiences to enable boys to explore and find what they are interested 
in – whether it be co-curricular, academic, spiritual or getting their hands dirty on the farm 
at the back of the College.  
 
Like many boys, my two sons have tried just about every co-curricular activity including the 
usual ones like cricket, soccer, football, basketball and athletics as well as the less common 
activities - pedal prix, Rock & Water, cycling, mountain bike riding, chess, squash, water polo 
and the legendary handball. Interestingly, neither of my sons did debating – maybe they 
didn’t inherit the gift of the gab from their mum!! 
 
We all have thoroughly enjoyed the fabulous performances of the bands and choir.  My son, 
Jack, started playing saxophone in Year 4 and continued until this year.  The boys love 
performing together and a highlight for many was Generations in Jazz in Mount Gambier. 
Sadly, like many events, it was cancelled the last two years due to COVID.  Despite the 
disappointments of cancelled events, the Year 12 music students have continued to 
showcase their amazing talents and their strong camaraderie was clearly evident at this 
year’s Music Night.  
 
One of the things I love about Rostrevor is the strong sense of community. This has 
developed through various events where parents, students and teachers can interact 
together, and where parents can be actively involved in the school.  Thank you to all the 
parents who have contributed and volunteered their time over the years – whether it be 
coaching, team manager, Parents and Friends, Twilight Fair, fundraising to support 
programs like pedal prix and music, and some of us may remember volunteering in the 
canteen when that was still allowed!! We’ve had a lot of fun and memorable moments 
along the way.  



 

 

 
 
In a fast-changing world, and particularly through COVID, that sense of togetherness and 
maintaining some tradition have become even more important.   One example is the 
opening College ceremony on the first day each year in the magnificent Valley. It is the little 
Rostrevor traditions that make it special – the welcoming arch and parade for new students 
and year 12s, the flags bearers, the commanding sound of the bagpipe, and most 
touchingly, the Year 12 and Reception students waving across the Valley to each other.   
 
Whether it be the: 

• camaraderie and friendships developed through sports days, camps, Edmund Rice 
and Marian Days, Intercol and the chants of “Choomalaka”; or  

• personal growth through retreats, reflections, Chapel and Pastoral Care; or  

• connecting with the community through the Service Learning Program; or  

• being engaged and empowered in important matters such as social justice, 
inclusivity, respectful relationships or climate change…..all of these experiences 
contribute to what it means to be a `Rossi Boy’. 

 
On behalf of the Year 12 parents, we sincerely thank all the past and present staff for the 
excellent support, guidance, teachings and opportunities you have provided our sons to 
help them be their best.  We also thank the team that has organised this fabulous evening 
to celebrate this year’s graduating students.  
 
I’d like to thank all the Prefects for their outstanding leadership, commitment and hard 
work throughout the year while also managing your own studies.  
 
And, most importantly, thank you to all the Year 12 students for being such remarkable 
young men. You’ve shown amazing resilience, resourcefulness and courage over the last 
two challenging years to successfully complete your SACE. It’s been a privilege to watch you 
all grow and develop to be wonderful young men.  We are very proud of you all.  
 
We wish you all the best as your Rostrevor journey ends and your new, exciting journey as 
young adults begins.  
 
Thank you. 
 


