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Br Kelly was a much loved and highly esteemed Christian Brother who was respected as an 
educator, mentor and leader. Born in Sydney of Irish origin, he passed away just three 
months before his 100th birthday. 
 
In 1966, Br Kelly came to Rostrevor from Trinity College, Perth, where he had been Principal 
for six years. He taught Mathematics at Leaving and Matriculation level with exceptional 
results and also taught Latin in the senior classes. Handball was a popular sport with Br Kelly 
and he was also involved in lawn tennis. 
 
While his tenure at Rostrevor was relatively short, Br Kelly made a great impression on the 
students he taught and enjoyed “two good years” and many positive experiences with the 
day and boarding students he guided. 
  
Foremost, Br Kelly was a teacher who enjoyed being in the classroom and had a passion for 
the subjects of Mathematics, the Sciences and Latin. He wrote five mathematical teaching 
texts: Introductory Calculus, Geometry, Trigonometry, Coordinate Geometry Trigonometry 
and Algebra, which were published for educational use. 
 
In the 1987 Queens Birthday Honours list, Brother J A Kelly was awarded the OAM, the Medal 
of the Order of Australia, for services to education. 
 
As Founder and first Headmaster of Trinity College in 1960, it was his foresight and 
leadership that saw the establishment of the College which today is a leading school in the 
education of boys in WA. 
 
A Trinity College statement at the time of his death says “Almost a hundred years of 
goodness came out of that one gentle man. His legacy is staggering, and his achievements 



 

are so countless and widespread they will forever remain as enduring reminders of his truly 
remarkable life.” 
 
In his autobiography, Br Kelly says: “After my long span of time as a Christian Brother I’m full 
of gratitude to God for the blessings He has given me along the way.  I have much to be 
thankful for too: for the friendliness, help, inspiration and guidance I have got from my 
religious Brothers over the past 80 years.” 
 


