
 

Francis ‘Frank’ Barrett OAM (’43) 
20/09/28 – 3/05/21 
 
   

 
Frank (1941 - 1943) lived almost all of his life in Goodwood. His parents were enticed by Br 
Mogg to have him attend Rostrevor College along with his cousin Brian Moyle (’42) who lived 
around the corner. In latter years, they recounted catching the tram to school via the city and 
Magill Road. 
 
Frank left school after Intermediate in 1943 and over the ensuing years became a local 
identity in Goodwood, running a corner grocery store and being an active member of the 
local community and Goodwood Catholic Parish.  He married Colleen in 1954 in the 
Goodwood Church and together they had 7 children. Family life busied and with Colleen’s 
great support and organisation on the home front, Frank took on a second job as a 
Bookmaker’s Clerk with Brian Moyle.  Frank’s four sons- Paul (1966-1972), John (1966 -1973), 
Peter (1970-77) and Stephen (1974-1981) all attended Rostrevor College as did three of his 
grandsons Michael (‘02), Patrick (‘08) and Nicholas (‘07). Throughout their lives, Frank and 
Colleen remained avid supporters of the ethos of Rostrevor College; also doing their best to 
provide hospitality and support to the Christian Brothers.   
 
Frank was recognised as an outgoing, happy man; always interested, inclusive and supportive 
of others. He expressed gratitude to those who helped him, particularly in his final years 
when having to deal with health issues and advancing age. He went about actively practising 
his Catholic faith, making the local community, his family and his parish central to his life. He 
was a long-term member of the Goodwood St Vincent De Paul Society, Knights of the 
Southern Cross, Unley Probus, Meals on Wheels and Neighbourhood Watch. In 1998, Frank 
was recognised by the Unley Council with a Citizen Award and in 2016 he was awarded an 
OAM for service to the community through social welfare organisations. 
 
Frank was married to Colleen for nearly 66 years before her passing in 2020. He is survived by 
his children Paul, John, Anne, Peter, Jane, Stephen and Susan, 12 grandchildren and eight 
great-grandchildren. 
 
He lived his life ensuring there truly was never a dull moment!! 
 
 


