
 

 
Good morning Mrs Shana Bennett, esteemed guests, families, staff, and my fellow Rossi brothers! 
Welcome to 2023! I feel honoured and privileged to be addressing you today.  
 
I would like to extend a warm welcome all of our new students – from reception to Year 11 – ready 
to take their first steps, of their first lap, here at Rostrevor. I welcome my fellow Year 12s, who are 
preparing to conquer the final lap – whether they have been ‘running’ at Rostrevor since reception, 
Year 7, or Year 11! I welcome all those who are in between – another year of going through the 
motions – one foot in front of the other – striving toward the well-earned break at the end of the 
lap!  
 
The lap of the track that is 2023 is shaping up to be one of the biggest ever, considering our 
Centenary celebrations. However, the year will undoubtedly not come without highs and lows – on 
the track – a lace coming untied, or clipping your toe on a hurdle that sets you back. Nevertheless, 
enter this year knowing that at the end of the track lies jubilation and the support of your Rossi 
brothers, united by the Red and Black! I look forward to seeing how you all tackle the lap ahead!  
 

When reminiscing on my Rostrevor story, a few key moments come to mind. I remember walking up 
the road to Rostrevor for a tour on a sunny Saturday afternoon, and seeing the ovals. A keen young 
footy player, I was in awe, especially coming from a school with only one oval! I didn’t know what a 
prefect was – only that they were taking us on a tour – but I whispered to mum – “I don’t know who 
he is, but I want to be him when I am older”.  
 
At the beginning of Year 7, I was overjoyed to be coming to Rostrevor, and as I walked through the 
Morialta Road gate, I found a cricket ball! I thought to myself ‘this is the best day ever’! And I still 
have that ball to this day today, and I’ll touch on this very ball later! Since that day, Rostrevor has 
become my second home – as it has for so many! It has provided countless memories, fostered joy, 
sorrow, failure, success, and instilled in me a sense of brotherhood and an unrivalled pride in the 
Red and Black! And who can forget, the dire need to wear safety glasses in woodwork!  
 
Although cliché, this very college has instilled a sense of belonging, brotherhood, and pride in the 
Red and Black, all of which we are united by – it has shaped me into the young man I am today! Red 
and black are such unique colours – we are the only school in South Australia with such a pairing – 
however, it distinguishes the individuality and uniqueness of the College. There wouldn’t be too 
many other schools with the same pride and passion for their colours! Nor the same sense of 
brotherhood! We, as a school, are united – by our pride, passion and brotherhood, and the elements 
words cannot begin to describe.  
 
All things considered, the 2023 prefects have selected ‘Unity’ as the theme of the year. In its 
simplest form, a Century of Unity commemorates and celebrates Rostrevor’s rich heritage, whilst 
considering the present, and striving for a future of solidarity, inclusivity and harmony. We settled 
on such a theme as we believe it encapsulates everything Rostrevor was, is and will be! We are 
united by pride in the colours. We are united by our past. And are united by our history, which fits 
well with the centenary year and the idea of reflecting on the past, and looking toward the future, 
whilst enjoying the present.  



 

I like to think of unity as a ball, like this cricket ball I found on my first day as a Rossi boy. Each stitch 
represents a student, a teacher, groundskeeper, old scholar, or building. Without each stitch, the 
ball would not be complete. It would not be a perfect sphere, and would begin to fall apart.  
 
We can also look at the ball through another lens – each moment in Rostrevor’s history. The drawn 
intercol basketball and football last year. The historic one-point 1st XVIII win in 2018, and becoming a 
Manchester city football school! Without each of these monumental occasions in the College’s 
history, it would not be the same. However, we are united by each of these moments. Each stitch is 
intwined and makes the ball so perfectly imperfect! Each stitch is united!  
 
So, what do we hope to achieve in 2023, you may be asking? Yes, unity is the short answer, but we 
what do we want to be united by? Our ability to listen – to old scholars, like Mr Deegan, who have so 
much wisdom about the college and its heritage. By being open and willing to accept fresh ideas and 
concepts. United by each individual being the best version of themselves in all aspects – from the 
classroom, to music and co-curricular, and the way you interact with your peers! No, we are not 
asking for perfection, but for the willingness to try. I would like to finish off with a quote which I 
believe truly encapsulates unity in its rawest of forms. Mother Teresa once said “You can do what I 
cannot do. I can do what you cannot do. Together, we can do great things”.  
 
If you do need anything throughout this year, or simply want to have a chat, please do not hesitate 
to contact myself or one of the other Prefects or any of your fellow Rossi brothers, or seek us out in 
the yard!  
 
Thank you, and I wish each and every one of you all the best in 2023.  
 
Go well!  
Lachlan Tripodi 
Head Prefect 


