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The eldest son of Kevin and Mary Day, Peter commenced at Rostrevor in 1942 as a boarder 

in Grade 3.  After an outstanding scholastic career, during which he topped his class every 

year except his final year, he completed leaving honours in 1952. During his later years at 

Rostrevor, Peter was an officer in the College’s cadet corps. 

Peter joined the army straight from school in February 1953 and graduated from the Royal 

Military College, Duntroon, on 11 December, 1956. He graduated first in his class and was 

awarded the Queen’s Medal. 

Peter visited Rostrevor College on Friday 8 March, 1957, to attend the Cadet Parade, to 

relate to the cadets his experiences at the Royal Military College, and to take the salute at 

the march past.  This was an event he very much enjoyed, given the years he had spent at 

Rostrevor, under the care of the Christian Brothers. 

During 1957-58, Peter completed the final two years of his Civil Engineering degree at 

Adelaide University and fulfilled his degree’s practical experience component working on 

the original weir at Glenelg North. 

In January, 1960, Peter led a team of Australian Army Engineers to assist in the 

redevelopment of the town of Vila, New Hebrides, following the December 1959 hurricane. 

Peter was next “loaned” by the Australian Army to the Snowy Mountains Hydro Electric 

Scheme in Cooma for a period of two years. 

Peter had two brothers at Rostrevor, John (’57) and Michael (’58) and a sister, Rosemary. 

He married Margaret Hickson and together they had four children, Stephen (AO), Adrienne, 

(Fr) Peter and Elizabeth. He had five grand-children and three great grand-children.  

During his army career, Peter served in various regimental appointments in units including 

17th Construction Squadron, 7th Field Squadron and 20th Engineer Support Squadron. 

Peter saw operational service in Vietnam. 

His notable appointments were as Services Attaché, Manilla (1973-1974), General Officer 

Commanding Logistic Command (1984), Deputy Chief of the General Staff (1985-1986) and 

Commandant, Australian Defence Force Academy (1987-1990). 



 

In 1987, he was appointed an Officer of the Order of Australia in recognition of his service as 

Deputy Chief of the General Staff.  He retired from the army on 27 March, 1990, after 37 

years of distinguished service and then spent three years on the Army Remuneration 

Tribunal. 

Following his retirement in Canberra, Peter volunteered 20 years of activity with Legacy. 

Peter died peacefully in the National Capital Private Hospital, Canberra, on 8 May, 2021, and 

a farewell service was held with full military honours in the Duntroon Chapel on 17 May, 

2021. 

 

 

 
 
 


