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VISION 
 
To provide an authentic and quality 
Catholic education for boys in the 

Edmund Rice tradition which 
encourages students to strive to 

achieve their personal best, while 
aspiring to make a positive difference 

to the world. 

Mission 
 

We seek to provide a liberating education that is founded on the 
principles of excellence and equity. 

We celebrate our Gospel spirituality through opening our hearts 
to the Jesus story and nurturing the faith journey of each person 
in our Rostrevor College family. 

We strive to be an inclusive community that welcomes each 
member with deep respect for their individuality and uniqueness. 

We reach out to those at the margins in a spirit of solidarity and 
justice, seeking to form young ‘men for others’ who will make a 
positive difference. 

All members of the Rostrevor College community commit 
themselves to the values of the College and the vision of Edmund 
Rice. 

 

Ask Mum, Dad or a Carer to read this and indicate in the space below which sections are key to their 
decision to send you to Rostrevor College. 
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Dear Student 
 
This booklet includes a short history of Rostrevor outlining some of the culture and 
traditions of Rostrevor College.   
 
The information contained in here is far from complete, nevertheless, it will introduce 
each reader to more history about the school you and your parents have chosen.   
 
For some, today will be an opportunity to learn more about the college and deepen a 
journey already began. For others, joining us at the beginning of this year, today serves 
as an introduction to many traditions and customs you will over time add to and 
change.  
 
It is our fervent hope that today serves as an enjoyable day that will develop your 
affection and interest in your school. 
 
Enjoy the activities and learn as you go. 
 
 
 
 
Ric Sachse 
Assistant Principal – Religious Identity & Mission 
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HISTORY 
 
Rostrevor College is conducted by Edmund Rice 
Education Australia (EREA). It was established by the 
Christian Brothers in 1923 as an extension of the 
facilities offered at CBC Wakefield Street.  

Rostrevor occupies a spacious 16 hectare site in the 
foothills of the Mount Lofty Ranges at Woodforde, 
nine kilometres from the city centre. 
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Founded by the Christian Brothers in 1923 
 

The Christian Brothers came to Adelaide in 1878 
at the invitation of Archbishop Reynolds and 
established their first school in South Australia, 
Christian Brothers College (CBC) in Wakefield 
Street, Adelaide. Classes commenced at this 
College in January 1879 with 68 pupils. 
 
Upon their arrival in Australia from Ireland in 
1868 the Brothers had been welcomed warmly by 
the Catholic people who gave them generous 
support in the establishment of their schools for 
Catholic boys. Of particular significance to this 
short history of Rostrevor is the support for the 
Brothers offered by Catholic parents in the 
country districts and the Brother’s response to 
those people’s generosity and their special needs 
in providing a Catholic Education for their sons. In 
1880, to help overcome the difficulties 
experienced by Catholic parents in the country, 
the Christian Brothers decided to establish 
boarding schools for these boys. The first 
boarding school conducted by the Christian 
Brothers anywhere in the world was that 
established at Christian Brothers’ College, 
Wakefield Street, in Adelaide, when in 1881, a 
small number of boys took up residence with the 
Brothers in their own house at the College. 
 
For the next 42 years Boarders attended Christian 
Brothers’ College. From the humble beginnings of 
sharing the Brothers’ own house, the Boarding 
School developed into a thriving establishment at 
the College. An extra building (still in use at CBC) 
was erected and about 60 boarders were 
accommodated.  
 
However, as the inner city site at Wakefield 
Street became unsuitable for boarders a new 
property was sought and eventually, in 
December 1922, the Brothers purchased the 
Rostrevor Estate at Magill. 
 
This large property contained, in addition to the 
stately Rostrevor House, its coach house, 
caretaker’s residence and stables, and extensive 
orchards of oranges, lemons and stone fruits.

 
 
 

The previous owner of Rostrevor had been a 
nurseryman and so the property had extensive 
and well-kept gardens. On the property was a 
large lake to provide the property’s own water 
supply. The years since February 1923, when the 
Brothers obtained possession of the property 
have seen a considerable transformation to the 
property and yet much of its original beauty has 
been retained. 
 
An interesting point to note is that the Christian 
Brothers were not the only ones interested in 
purchasing this property. Just before the 
Brothers did buy the property it had been 
inspected by Members of Parliament who were 
interested in its acquisition by the State 
Government as a residence for the Governor of 
South Australia. 
 
It was the main residence. Rostrevor House, 
which was, and still remains, an outstanding 
feature of the property and which became the 
nucleus of the new school. In this building, 
accommodation was provided for the Boarders, 
the Brothers and some of the classes. From the 
time of taking possession in February 1923, a 
large new Chapel (on the site of the present 
theatre), five classrooms and a chemistry 
laboratory were built before the College could be 
opened. By the end of the first term these 
facilities were ready and so after the May 
vacation classes commenced at Rostrevor 
College on May 29th, 1923. 
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Brother Purton was appointed 
Headmaster of the new college and 
he, with three other Brothers, 
McMahon, O'Sullivan and Dean 
(replaced later in the year by Br 
Coughlin), all of the boarders and all 
students in the Intermediate, 
Leaving and Leaving Honours classes 
transferred to Rostrevor. Some day-
scholars joined the junior grades and 
from the beginning there were 
classes from the very junior grades to 
Leaving Honours at Rostrevor.  
 

For many years after, 1923 students from CBC 
transferred to Rostrevor after Intermediate to 
study for Leaving and Leaving Honours, thus 
maintaining a very close link between the two 
colleges. In fact, sports teams were drawn from 
both colleges until the early 1940's, when Leaving 
and Leaving Honours classes were re-established 
at CBC.  From then on, the two colleges became 
separate establishments. 
 
Br Purton was the Headmaster of Rostrevor and 
held that position for only one year, 1923. He had 
been at CBC since 1913 and had been 
Headmaster there for two years when he 
transferred to Rostrevor. He was a man of 
brilliant intellect, great energy and enthusiasm, a 
very successful teacher and a very competent 
administrator. His past pupils held him in very 
high esteem and many who became prominent 
Catholic laymen in all walks of life in South 
Australia acknowledged the great debt they 
owed to Br Purton as their friend and teacher. 
 
By the end of 1923, Rostrevor was well 
established as a school. Throughout the year, 
more facilities, including the bungalow for more 
accommodation for the boarders and extra 
classrooms, had been built and Rostrevor was 

able to settle down to a period of consolidation. 
That this was so, after only one year, was a great 
tribute to Br Purton's leadership and foresight 
and the efforts of the first Brothers and students 
and it is very appropriate that we are reminded 
of his contributions to our school by naming the 
hall the Purton Auditorium and presenting 
Oratory Prizes in his name each year at the 
Presentation Night. 
 
The years immediately after Br Purton have been 
described already as years of consolidation and 
the Brothers who were Headmasters in these 
years were Br O'Brien (1924-26), Br Dwyer (1927) 
and Br Joyce (1928-1932). 
 
One striking feature of these years is the 
brilliance of the academic results. Five times in its 
first six years, a Rostrevor student was placed 
first in Honour’s English and was awarded the 
prestigious Honours Tennyson Medal. These 
were the remarkable Sidney Pick (1923, 1924 and 
1925), Leo Doyle (1926) and John Funder (1928). 
In addition, John Coffey was awarded the Leaving 
Tennyson Medal in 1927. Sidney Pick was Dux of 
Rostrevor and placed first in the General Honours 
list in both 1924 and 1925. Much of this success 
was due to the brilliant teaching of Br Purton and 
of Br J.S. Tevlin.       
 
A review of the examination results of all the 
Rostrevor students reveals that the general 
standards were very high. Our foundation 
students certainly set high standards for future 
students to emulate! 
 
Rostrevor sports teams enjoyed a remarkable 
degree of success in these years too. Rostrevor 
won the Governor's Cup for Inter-Collegiate 
Boxing for the three years it was competed for, 
1924, 1925 and 1926, winning the right to retain 
it until challenged and defeated. The Governor 
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who presented the cup was Sir Tom Bridges, for 
whom the State Government had earlier 
considered purchasing Rostrevor as Government 
House. Rostrevor was not challenged in 1927, or 
later, and so the Sir Tom Bridges Cup remains 
today in the possession of Rostrevor as probably 
its most famous trophy. Another outstanding 
team was the 1927 First Eighteen, which won all 
its matches by large margins, with the Captain, 
Stan Jaffer winning the Gosse Medal and George 
Margitich kicking the remarkable total of 151 
goals in eleven matches. It should also be recalled 
that the Students' Grades in those times included 
the University ‘B’ and ‘C’ teams, the School of 
Mines, and Roseworthy Agricultural College, all 
tertiary institutions. 

Several past students from this first decade 
became Priests or Brothers: Bishop O'Loughlin 
M.S.C., Monsignors Bayard, Crennan and   
T. Horgan, Fr. P.P. Kelly, Fr. E. Gryst S.J.  Brs   
J. Bourke, R. Healy and the late J.V. Savage are 
just a few of the names from these years. 
 
An outstanding feature of the life of the early 
days at Rostrevor was the Literary Society. The 
activities of this society included public speaking, 
recitals, discussions and lectures, from visiting 
speakers on a variety of current topics and issues. 
Perhaps the main aim of this society could be 
described as trying to educate an articulate and 
well-informed young Catholic laymen and to 
prepare him to take his place in society after 
leaving school. That so many of Rostrevor's early 
students became leaders in society and their 
professions in later life is a proof of the success of 
this society. 
 
In 1928, the College Swimming Pool, on the same 
site as the present pool, was completed and in 
1930 the Main Oval was opened, thus providing 
two valuable facilities for the students of the 
College and adding to the limited oval facilities 
provided by the Bungalow oval. 

The years of the Depression and 
drought in the country areas 
presented special problems to 
schools such as Rostrevor whose 
number of boarders declined 
from just over 100 down to under 
50. However, the College 
weathered the storm and in the 
mid 1930's moved into another 
stage of its development. 
 
Br I.L. Mackey was appointed 
Headmaster in 1933. He had 
been a member of the staff in 
1925-26 and so was familiar with 
Rostrevor. Br Mackey's years have been 
sometimes referred to as the "building era".  In 
1934 three tennis courts were established above 
the Main Oval. In 1935 Rostrevor's first 
permanent classroom and science room block 
was built across the creek, the fine building now 
known as the Mackey Wing, in his memory. The 
science rooms were later replaced when the 
Senior Science Block was built in 1965. As the 
number of boarders gradually increased, an extra 
dormitory was provided by adding a second story 
to the wing, which in the mid-1970's became the 
Br Gurr Infirmary and Matron's Consulting 
Rooms. This wing today is used for staff study 
rooms and House Leader’s Area. 
 
Before his six-year period of office as Headmaster 
came to a conclusion in 1938, Br Mackey had 
planned a new Chapel for Rostrevor. Not only did 
he plan the Chapel, however, he also paid for it 
from the money he had received as a beneficiary 
of his father's estate. The building of the Chapel, 
completed in 1939, was the crowning 
achievement of his years as Headmaster and is a 
tribute to his parents and his own generosity. 
 
After leaving Rostrevor, Br Mackey became 
Headmaster of St. Patrick's College Ballarat and 
then in 1943, Provincial of the Christian Brothers 
in Australia and New Zealand for 10 years. For the 
remainder of his life he was Bursar for the 
Christian Brothers in the southern States of 
Australia. Rostrevor was privileged to have had 
such a man as its Headmaster. 
 
1939 saw the beginning of World War II and the 
massive upheaval and destruction it caused. It 
was in this year that Br McElligott succeeded Br 
Mackey as Headmaster of Rostrevor. The new 
Chapel was completed and opened in June 1939. 
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During 1939 one of Rostrevor's neighbours, Sir 
George Murray, the Lieutenant-Governor and 
Chief Justice of South Australia, presented the 
College with its main entrance gates as a token of 
friendship and an indication of his high regard for 
the Brothers and students of Rostrevor College. 
 
In these difficult times, the Brothers were 
naturally reluctant to undertake any more 
building programmes but due to the increased 
demand for accommodation for boarders, Br 
McElligott decided to build a new dormitory 
block. This building was opened in 1941, 
providing accommodation for 110 boarders. It is 
now the Mary Fountain Music Centre. The old 
Chapel had been used for the boarders and was 
later converted into a picture theatre. 
 
Br Duffy succeeded Br McElligott as Headmaster 
in 1942. He stayed only one year as in 1943 he 
was appointed to special duties in the Minor 
Seminary in Brisbane. It was in this same year, 
1942, that in Adelaide, the Minor Seminary was 
established and its first classes were conducted 
at Rostrevor. Thus began the close relationship 
between Rostrevor and St. Francis Xavier's 
Seminary. Brothers from Rostrevor taught 
secondary classes for a number of years and the 
Priests from the Seminary Staff have provided 
Chaplains for Rostrevor since then, assisted for 
some years by the Passionist Fathers from the 
monastery at Glen Osmond. 
 
Br Mogg, who had been at Rostrevor for six years 
already, was appointed Headmaster in 1943 and 
held that position until the end of 1945. In these 
years at Rostrevor, Br Mogg did much to set 
Rostrevor's finances on a secure foundation. 
These were very difficult years of war and as 
Headmaster, Br Mogg's energies were directed 
towards maintaining the school, and in particular, 

caring for the large gymnasium, a very welcome 
addition. In May 1945 the Cadet Unit was formed 
at Rostrevor and had an initial strength of 140 
cadets. 
 
The College Annuals of these years recall the 
names of many Rostrevor Old Scholars who 
joined the Forces to help defend our country - 38 
of whom, sadly, paid the supreme sacrifice. At 
the end of 1945. after nine years at Rostrevor, 
which he served as a teacher, Sportsmaster, 
Deputy Headmaster and then as Headmaster, Br 
Mogg suffered a decline in health and was 
transferred to Tasmania, to return to Rostrevor 
again in 1950. 
 
Br Mogg was succeeded by Br SL Carroll who. two 
years later, in 1947, was appointed to the 
position of Consultor to the Provincial of the 
Christian Brothers in Australia and New Zealand 
(Br Mackey). Br Carroll's stay at Rostrevor was 
thus short, but in that short time he arranged for 
the asphalting and landscaping of a large area of 
the school grounds, and initiated plans for the 
construction of the fine Memorial Oval in 
memory of those Old Scholars who died on active 
service in World War II. Br Carroll, while very 
interested in all aspects of the life of the school, 
gave strong emphasis to the academic side and to 
encouraging the senior students to see 
themselves as future leaders in Church and State.  
Many ex-students from this era have fulfilled this 
promise. The Mothers' Club and Matron McBride 
erected the Lourdes Grotto near the Chapel as 
another Memorial. The first College bus was 
purchased in these years to provide transport for 
students to Rostrevor from the southern and 
eastern suburbs and for the use of boarders on 
Saturdays for sport. 
 
In 1948-49, Br Rooney was the Headmaster of 
Rostrevor. In each of these two years, Rostrevor 
had a major celebration - its Silver Jubilee in 1948 
and the consecration of its first Old Scholar as a 
Bishop, Bishop J. O'LoughIin of Darwin in 1949. 
During this time also the College motto, "Palma 
Merenti" was adopted, the Memorial Oval was 
established and the Honour Boards were 
commenced. In March 1949, Sister M. Duggan 
began her remarkable period of 35 years of 
service to the Rostrevor Community as Matron. 
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After an absence of four years, Br Mogg returned 
to Rostrevor as Headmaster in 1950 when Br 
Rooney was transferred to St. Kevin's College in 
Melbourne.  

Br Mogg remained for six years 
and during this time enhanced 
the good reputation of the 
College. A feature of these 
years was the frequent 
presence at College functions 
of prominent dignitaries. 
These included the Prime 
Minister, Sir Robert Menzies, 
the Premier Sir Tom Playford, 
Governors Sir Willoughby 
Norrie and Sir Robert George. 
Cardinal Gilroy, Archbishop 
Beovich and the Apostolic 

Delegate. 
 
Additions to the College facilities were continued. 
The Memorial Ovals were completed in 1952, 
additional classrooms erected, and extra tennis 
courts and the magnificent handball courts 
created. 

 
A highlight of the 
good examination 
results of these 
years was the award 
of the Tennyson 
Medal for English to 
James Manson in 
1950. Rostrevor 
students regularly 
figured prominently 
in the Public 

Examination 
General Honours 
lists. Rostrevor's 

first lay-teacher in the modern era, Mr. Tom 
Kendall, joined the staff in 1955. 
 
One other feature of Br Mogg's period as 
Headmaster was an emphasis on religious 
devotions. The Holy Name Society, established 
several years earlier, flourished, as did the Young 
Christian Students (Y.C.S.) Society and the St. 
Vincent de Paul Society. In 1951, the Rosary 
Confraternity was established, and under the 
leadership of Fr. Costello O.P., developed into a 
flourishing society amongst the senior students. 
In September 1951. the Archbishop visited 
Rostrevor and blessed the several outdoor 
statues in the College grounds - statues of Our 
Lady, St. Joseph and  St. Bernadette. The stained 

glass window of Our Lady of Perpetual Succour 
was erected in a window of the Rostrevor House 
in 1952. 
 
At the conclusion of his Headmastership, Br Mogg 
was awarded an O.B.E. from the Queen for 
distinguished services to education in South 
Australia, a fitting recognition for his 15 years of 
service at Rostrevor, nine of them as 
Headmaster. 
 
The 1950's saw a marked 
increase in the demand for 
places in Catholic Schools, 
especially in the secondary 
classes and it was Br Kelty, the 
Headmaster from 1956-61 who 
faced this challenge and 
improved Rostrevor's facilities 
dramatically. In these years, Br 
Kelty supervised the building of 
the Boarders' Dining Room at 
the back of the Rostrevor House 
and change rooms at the 
swimming pool. The most 
significant building, however, 
was the Edmund Rice Building which provided 
more accommodation for Boarders, eight more 
classrooms, a lecture theatre, toilets, music 
rooms and a large enclosed area for wet weather. 
In the process of this building programme, the 
grounds were landscaped extensively and the old 
creek gradually disappeared under terraces and 
lawns. The old Bungalow, home to so many 
Boarders since 1923, disappeared too and was 
replaced with the new dormitories. 
 
Br Kelty not only provided additional facilities for 
Rostrevor, he also placed great emphasis on the 
attainment of a high quality of participation by 
the students in the many opportunities provided 
for them, religious, academic and sporting. 
 
Br Kelty's days at Rostrevor were noted by the 
emphasis he placed on informing the students 
about Br Edmund Ignatius Rice, the Founder of 
the Christian Brothers, culminating in naming the 
new building as a memorial to Br Rice. In these 
years, the Religious Societies continued to 
flourish and a feature of each year was a major 
Vocations Display prepared by the Y.C.S. The 
Legion of Mary was established in place of The 
Rosary Society in 1960. 
 
In 1957 Rostrevor rejoiced at the Ordination of its 
50th Old Boy Priest, Fr. John Swann. 
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Music tuition had always been offered at 
Rostrevor in addition to choral work and musical 
appreciation classes. Mr John Meegan, who had 
taught piano and violin at Rostrevor since its 
foundation, died in 1957. The traditions of music, 
encouraged by Mr. Meegan and other teachers 
during the years, were maintained and reached a 
new peak with an annual production of Gilbert 
and Sullivan Operettas at Presentation Night 
each year. An annual Eisteddfod and Public 
Speaking competition was re-established in these 
years as was the Debating Society. 
 
During Br Kelty's term as Headmaster, Rostrevor 
was invited to membership of the Conference of 
the Headmasters of the Independent Schools of 
Australia. This was an honour for the school and 
a tribute in recognition of its attainments and 
standing within the community - a tribute to all in 
the past who had contributed to the fine 
reputation Rostrevor enjoyed. 
 
Br Kelty left Rostrevor at the end of 1961. He had 
made a very significant contribution to Rostrevor 
in the provision of facilities and in the positive 
spirit and disciplined approach to study and 
participation in the life of the College that he 
engendered. In later years, Br Kelty was elected 
to be Superior General of the Christian Brother's 
throughout the world - the first Australian 
Christian Brother to hold that position. 
 
Br O'Sullivan succeeded Br Kelty as Headmaster. 
He had been a member of the Rostrevor staff 
some years before and so had already 
experienced something of the spirit and 
traditions of the College. For six years, Br 
O'Sullivan guided the destinies of the College, 
building upon the achievements of his 
predecessors. 
 
Material developments included the extension of 
the Memorial Oval. renovation of the College 
theatre and Boarders' kitchen, the development 
of several more lawn tennis courts, filling of the 
old dam with soil for future playing fields, the 
building of the new Senior School Science 
Building (now the Br Clery Skills Centre) and 
provision of more classrooms. 
 
During these years two Brothers who had been 
associated with Rostrevor for a long period of 
their lives died. Br D.P. O'Connor had been at 
Rostrevor for 15 years and had made a major 
contribution as Deputy Headmaster, teacher of 
Year 6, College Bursar, bus driver and supervisor 

of swimming.  Br S. Gurr spent 26 years at 
Rostrevor as a teacher in the Primary Classes, 
Junior Dormitory Master and a very successful 
and enthusiastic sports coach. Both Brothers 
contributed significantly to Rostrevor in their 
years at the school and were typical of the many 
Brothers who have been members of the 
Rostrevor staff. 
 
The increase in demand for places in Catholic 
Schools continued, and one consequence of this 
was the increase in the number of lay-teachers on 
the staffs of the schools. During Br O'Sullivan's 
years as Headmaster, the number of lay-teachers 
for the first time exceeded the number of 
Brothers. The change in the face of Catholic 
Education had begun which saw the Catholic laity 
gradually assume responsibility for the conduct 
of the schools from the Religious Orders. 
 
During the three years, 1968-70, Br Morphett 
was Headmaster responsible for guiding the 
progress of Rostrevor. These three years were 
years of much activity and change for Rostrevor.  
 
The government of the Christian Brothers in 
Australia was re-organised and one significant 
effect this had on Rostrevor was the very large 
number of changes in the Brothers on staff.  
 
These many changes could have been a source of 
disruption to the school at a busy time in its 
history. The requirements for Matriculation in 
South Australia and the Public Examination 
system were changed, placing great demands on 
schools to re-organise teaching programmes and 
to develop new curriculum. Despite this, 
Rostrevor's examination results in these years 
were of a very high standard. 
 
The major building project of these years was the 
Purton Auditorium, opened by the Premier in 
1970. Other additional facilities included new 
classrooms for the Junior School, seating on the 
bank of the Memorial Oval and the provision of 
cubicles in Senior Dormitories. 
 
In these years, the Boarding School continued to 
flourish, with 200 boarders in residence 
throughout the year. 
 
Agricultural Science was added to the curriculum, 
an orchestra was established, Christian Living 
Camps formed part of the Religious Education 
programme and expeditions to the Flinders 
Ranges and surrounding regions were 
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introduced, aided considerably by the recently-
commissioned bus. 
 
The highlight of 1969 was the return to Rostrevor 
office recently-ordained Old Scholar Priests. The 
five priests belonged to different Orders - 
Columbans, Redemptorists, Jesuits and a 
Diocesan Priest. 
 
Br W.G. Hall, a Christian Brother who made a very 
significant contribution to Catholic Education in 
Australia was Rostrevor's next Headmaster. 
Regrettably, Br Hall was Headmaster at Rostrevor 
for only three years, as he had to relinquish this 
appointment due to a serious decline in his 
health.  However, in his three years, Br Hall 
fostered a serious approach to study, the benefits 
of which became evident on the publication of 
the public examination results each year, where 
Rostrevor had a high level of success. In these 
three years, the expeditions for practical research 
and experience in earth sciences and history 
continued, with one travelling as far as the 
Musgrave Ranges. 
 
Br Hall supervised the building of the new 
College Library and Administration Block. This 
Library was later named the Ivor Davis Library in 
memory of one of Rostrevor's most dedicated 
lay teachers, Mr. Ivor Davis. 
 
Another challenge which faced Rostrevor in 
these years was the destruction of the senior 
dormitories by fire. Thanks to the generosity of 
the Vincentian Fathers, accommodation was 
made available at nearby St. Francis Xavier's 
Seminary until the dormitories could be rebuilt. 
 
As in Br Morphett's time, so it was in Br Hall's 
time, that there were many changes in and 
additions to, the Rostrevor Staff. It is to the credit 
of Br Hall's leadership and personal charm that 
many of the potential problems of these years did 
not eventuate and that Rostrevor continued to 
prosper. 
 

In 1974, in succession to Br 
Hall, Br John Bourke, an Old 
Scholar and former member 
of staff to Rostrevor was 
appointed to Headmaster. 
Like his predecessor, Br 
Bourke had had a 
distinguished career in 
Catholic Education in several 
States of Australia as a 
teacher and administrator. 
 
Much was achieved at 
Rostrevor during Br Bourke's 
time as Headmaster. 
Additions to the facilities at the College included 
the Mogg Science Laboratories and Classrooms, a 
workshop and storage shed for Agricultural 
Science, the new swimming pool, and 
landscaping and additions to the Junior School as 
well as renovations to the Laundry and Infirmary. 
 
The St. Vincent de Paul Society and Y.C.S. were 
revived after short lapses, three extra sports – 
basketball soccer and water polo were 
introduced. The Band was very successful in 
competition and the annual expedition was 
conducted at the Peake and Denison Ranges in 
the north of South Australia. 
 
Mr Tom Kendall, who had been at Rostrevor for 
nineteen years, resigned at the end of 1973 to 
take the position of Deputy Principal at Cabra 
Dominican College. He had made a great 
contribution to the life of the College in many 
ways, however, especially as a senior teacher and 
Athletics Master. 
 
Mr Rob Nicoll was appointed to the position of 
Deputy Headmaster in 1975. His appointment to 
this position was unique as he 
was probably the first layman to 
be a Deputy Headmaster in a 
Christian Brothers school in 
Australia. Mr. Nicoll held this 
position for seven years, before 
moving to Melbourne and in 
those years rendered splendid 
service to Rostrevor. 
 
Br John Marks, another Old 
Scholar, was appointed as 
Headmaster of Rostrevor in 
1977 in succession to Br Bourke. 
Br Marks was Headmaster for 
seven and a half years and these 
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were years of substantial development at 
Rostrevor in the curriculum and facilities 
provided for the students. 
 
A number of significant developments were 
implemented in the curriculum.  Manual Arts 
became well established with the erection of the 
new Manual Arts building in 1980. Students in 
Year 11 could now study, instead of the Pre-
Matriculation course, an Alternative Course 
which emphasised the development of skills for 
transition from school to work. Outdoor 
Education was established as a section of the 
Physical Education curriculum with annual camps 
held at Swan Reach. The Biology Department 
established a flourishing club, the Field 
Naturalists. A Language Laboratory was provided 
for the teaching of languages and finally, the 
teaching facilities and surroundings of the 
Mackey wing were renovated to provide 
improved accommodation for classes in Years 11 
and 12. A spacious lecture theatre and a weight 
training room were added to the College's 
facilities in 1984. 
 
Despite these many and important projects 
which have enriched what Rostrevor offers for its 
students, Br Marks’ term of office as Headmaster 
was overshadowed by the decision to close the 
‘Boarding School' This decision, agreed upon by 
the Provincials of the Marist Brothers, the 
Christian Brothers and the S.A Commission for 
Catholic Schools, was one which saddened and 
caused great disappointment to many associated 
with Rostrevor. The Boarders, throughout the 
years that Rostrevor has been privileged to 
provide a Catholic Education for students from 
the country districts, had made special 
contribution to Rostrevor in very many ways. 
 
During 1983, Rostrevor celebrated its Diamond 
Jubilee - 60 years’ contribution to Catholic 
Education in South Australia. The major project 
for these celebrations was the substantial 
renovation to the College Chapel. As a result of 
basic restoration of the building itself, 
beautification of its immediate surroundings, the 
interior was redecorated and modified, resulting 
in an enlarged and refurbished sanctuary, new 
seating at the front of the Chapel and a new pipe 
organ.  
 
A special feature of the renovations was the 
installation of ten stained glass windows which 
depict the theme of committed Christian Service 
and Leadership.  

 

The chapel was thus restored to a building of 
beauty and is once again a special feature of the 
College This restoration was carried out under 
the skilful care of Br Patrick Carey, Deputy 
Headmaster at the time. 
 
During the Jubilee Year, another attempt was 
made by many of Rostrevor's loyal friends to 
negotiate the retention of the Boarding School. 
Unfortunately, these efforts were not successful, 
and so the last group of boarders left at the end 
of 1983 — thus ending, for a time, an era in the 
history of Rostrevor and of the Catholic Church in 
South Australia. 
 
At the same time Matron 
Duggan completed thirty-five 
years of splendid service at 
Rostrevor. Almost every 
aspect of Rostrevor benefited 
from Matron's care and 
influence. She was Matron of 
the Boarding School but she 
did much more than that — 
she was ‘Mother' away from 
home to the boarders; she 
exercised special care for the 
Brothers and their home; she 
was the ever gracious hostess 
of Rostrevor and supervised 
the catering and preparations for special 
functions at the College. Matron Duggan will be 
remembered with affection and respect by very 
many people who came to know her. Rostrevor is 
fortunate indeed to have had the services of such 
a person for so long. 
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In June 1984, Br Marks was succeeded as 
Headmaster by Br K.C. McMaster, who had been 
on the Rostrevor staff from 1956 to 1966. During 
his term as Headmaster, Br McMaster made a 
major impact on the College. The enrolment had 
increased to over 900 and formal structures were 
established, with the appointment of Heads of 
Department who were responsible for 
Curriculum Development. New arrangements in 
Pastoral Care were introduced, involving all 
members of staff. In 1987 the Rostrevor College 
Board was established, with Mr. Justice Kevin 
Duggan as first Chairman. To ensure a sound 
financial base for future development, the 
Rostrevor Foundation was also established, with 
Mr. Creagh O'Connor as the first Chairman.  
 
Material developments during Br McMaster's 
regime included the Br H.S. Gurr Library and 
general purpose room at the Junior School and a 
new maintenance workshop and storeroom. The 
ground floor of the former dormitory block was 
transformed into a fine Music Suite, made 
necessary by a marked surge in musical studies 
and skills. 
 
In 1988, Br T.X. Hann, who had been Deputy 
Headmaster in 1975 and again in 1987, was 
appointed Headmaster. During the previous year, 
the South Australian Commission for Catholic 
Schools, which had set up a Task Force to 
examine the needs of Catholic Boarding Schools 
in South Australia under the chairmanship of Mr 
Geoffrey Bean, the Headmaster of Prince Alfred 
College, asked Rostrevor to again admit boarders. 
This was agreed to, thus reversing the decision 
taken some ten years earlier. The responsibility 
of overseeing this major development thus fell to 
Br Hann and the Rostrevor Board. The new 
Boarding House was opened in 1991 by Governor 
Dame Roma Mitchell and named ‘Duggan House’ 
after Matron and her son, Justice Kevin Duggan, 
in May 1992. Br Terry Hann finished his term in 
mid-1992.  
 
He was succeeded by Br P. D. McGlaughlin. 
During his tenure as Head, there was a burst of 
building projects following the development of a 
master plan with the school board. The Pavilion, 
Administration and Staff building, the Resource 
area and a Computer Centre were constructed.  
As well, the concept of Junior, Middle and Senior 
school sections began and Reception classes 
were enrolled for the first time. An Academic 
Council was established to drive the Curriculum 

forward. Brother was 
known for asking each boy 
at enrolment to do his very 
best and for reminding him 
of that at Graduation. Mr 
Roger Orchard and Mr Paul 
Halliwell were both 
significant Chairs of the 
Board during this era. 
 
In 2003, Mr Jeff Croser 
became the first lay Head 
of the College. Jeff was 
always open to new ideas 
and perhaps his proudest achievement was the 
beginning of a major initiative to provide an 
education for Indigenous boys through the 
Rostrevor Indigenous Sporting Academy. He was 
succeeded in 2011 by Mr Simon Dash who took 
the title of Principal. Early on, he created two 
new Houses and named them Webb and Gurr. 
This was accompanied by an emphasis on 
vertical pastoral care from years 7 to 12. More 
remains to be written about these last eras. 
 
A College such as Rostrevor has a rich and 
interesting story. A brief history such as this can 
only refer briefly to some of the highlights of this 
story and note the contributions of some of the 
Teachers, Students and Friends who have 
contributed towards making Rostrevor the great 
school it is. Hopefully, those of us who are now 
fortunate enough to inherit this tradition, can 
work not only to maintain it but also strive to 
contribute positively to enhance it in the future. 
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ROSTREVOR COLLEGE 
Coat of Arms 

 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Rostrevor Coat of Arms, or College Crest, is an adaptation of the first crest of the Congregation 
of Christian Brothers. This particular crest has a long history during which it has experienced a 
number of variations. The present version has been the Rostrevor College crest since its 
foundation except for the motto which was changed from "Signum Fidei" (Sign of Faith) to "Palma 
Merenti" in 1948. 
 
The large red star signifies the virtue of Faith and the Cross above it symbolises Christ and our 
Christian Faith. The laurels (palms) of the crest are symbolic of practices from ancient times. We 
are reminded of the early Christians who as martyrs gave their lives in fidelity to Christ rather than 
deny Him, and thus earned the 'palms of martyrdom'. It was customary in ancient times to present 
a wreath of palms as a reward or an acknowledgement of effort and achievement. Hence, 'Palma 
Merenti',—the reward to the one who earns it—is a challenge to Rostrevor students to strive, be 
willing to make the necessary efforts, to do their best in whatever they do, to reach their goals in 
life so that they may earn the rewards of a life lived well. 
 

 

  

The Christian Brothers 
Crest 

 

 The College Crest 
from 1923 – 1948 
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The Lake in 1923 
Originally used to water the property, the lake (a large dam) was used by students for water activities before 

the swimming pool was constructed. 

The Balcony Dormitory 
On the balcony of Rostrevor House from 1924 



 
Page 17 

 

THE HISTORY OF HANDBALL 

The game of Handball is undoubtedly of Celtic origin and the proof of this assertion rests with 
the fact that wherever this nomadic race has settled, there you will find traces of our game.  
The earliest mention of Handball, according to the annuals of Ireland, occurs in the year 
3370A.M. in 1879 - years prior to the Christian era.  The game was organised in what was 
known as the Tailtean Games.  During the 13th Century, the Greeks organised the Olympic 
Games, which were an imitation of the Tailtean Festival.  All Handballers would wish that our 
game was part of the present Olympic Games, as it was in Greece in those days.  The 
Venerable Bede mentions that St Cuthbert was an expert handball player and excelled at 
other sports.  The French were introduced to the game which was very popular during the 
reign of Charles V. 

 
As a healthy and exhilarating exercise, there is no game more to be commended for all-round 
physical development than handball.  It calls into play every muscle of the body, it imparts 
quickness and precision to the eye, whilst the running to and fro and struggling after the little 
ball is of the greatest good.  A Handball Court should have a playing space of 60ft long, 38ft 
wide, 30ft in height with two side walls at least 12ft high.  In the case of four walled courts, 
there is also a back wall 12ft high.  The floor of the court should be a hard true surface, 
because the perfect court makes the perfect player.  They say that the courts did not always 
have side walls, but the game as we know it has always had side walls in Australia, so we 
presume they did have them in Ireland, because it was that country which gave Australia the 
game of Handball. 

 
Handball commenced in Australia not many years after the first settlers arrived and has 
continued with varying success to the present day.  In the early days, most courts were either 
privately or publicly owned and were not connected with a boys’ school or College as we know 
it now.  Gradually, our Catholic teaching orders such as the Christian Brothers and Marist 
Brothers built courts at their schools until today, practically every court in Australia is 
controlled by the Brothers. 
 
The first mention of Handball in the journals of 
Rostrevor College is in the 1939 Annual, on  
page 48. 

A donation was made by the SA Handball Association 
of £50 towards the first Handball court at Rostrevor.  
The Headmaster of the day, Br McElligot, accepted the 
donation and in his address, Mr Peter Leahy of the 
Handball Association, thanked Br Kerwick, the then 
Principal of Wakefield Street, for his support of the 
association. 

In the same edition, on the last page, page 112, there 
is a list of donors towards the impending Handball 
court at Rostrevor College. 

A committee was set up in 1939, apparently driven by 
Br Hec Gurr, with a view to raising funds for the 
construction of an Irish Handball court.  1939 marked 
the Diamond Jubilee (60 years, 1879-1939) of the 
Christian Brothers at Wakefield Street.  The first 
Handball court at Rostrevor was eventually built in 
1941 but was blown down in a gale a few years later. 
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The Revival of Handball at Rostrevor 

Br Mogg, in the 1950 Annual, 
refers to the imminent 
construction of three 
Handball courts.  In the 1951 
Annual, he reports, “This 
year, our generous friends 
have subscribed over £1,500 
towards three new Handball 
courts and a start on them 
will be made as soon as a 
permit can be obtained.  In 
the 1952 Annual Report, he 
conveys, “Early in 1953, we 
hope to proceed with the 
erection of three Handball 
courts and three extra tennis courts”. 

It was not until 1955 that Br Mogg re-visited the issue of the Handball courts in his Annual 
address. 

“In a few weeks’ time, Rostrevor will have the three finest Handball courts in the 
Commonwealth – at a cost of £6,500.  When these are completed, this College will have 
unrivalled facilities for every branch of sport”. 

In 1956, Br Kelty commented in his Annual address, “Our own swimming carnival, athletics 
competition, tennis and handball competitions are just as keenly contested as the interschool 
tournaments”.  And so, a 59-year tradition commenced. 
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Heritage Trail 
Follow the Heritage Trail outlined on the following map and Answer the Reflection 
Questions. 
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PLAQUES 1-6 Legacy of Edmund Rice 

Name four key things that you learnt about the Edmund Rice and the Christian Brothers in 
these early plaques. 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflection Questions 
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PLAQUES 7-10 Early Times at Rostrevor 

Rewrite a paragraph explaining why the Brothers showed great foresight in buying Rostrevor 
Hall for their new school. 

 

 

PLAQUES 11-13 

List two things new that you learnt about the property and/or buildings from the early days. 
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PLAQUES 14-15 

Name two buildings opened during Br Dean McGlaughlin’s period as Headmaster. 

 

 

Why was the Technology building named after Br J Marks? 

 

 

PLAQUES 16 – 20 

These plaques contain some interesting information about previous headmasters. Pick out any 
two and write what you learnt about them. 
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PLAQUES 21-23 

When were the current handball courts renovated? 

 

 

Why did Br Hann refer to the current Boarding House as having a difficult birth? 

 

 
Why do you think the Skills Centre was named after Br Clery? 
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The Chapel Windows 
  

 
 
Introduction 

In 1983, to mark the Diamond Jubilee of Rostrevor College the College Chapel was renovated 
substantially. A significant feature of this renovation was the installation of a set of stained 
glass windows. The artist in stained glass, who prepared the windows, was Mr Alan Sumner 
MBE of Melbourne, in consultation with the Architect for the Project, Mr Richard Falkinger 
and Br Carey. 

The theme for the main set of windows on each side of the Chapel expresses the ideal of 
committed Christian ministry, an ideal which it is hoped the students of Rostrevor College 
would adopt as a principle of their lives. 

The theme for the windows is established in the two windows “Eucharist” and “Ministry” and 
brought to a conclusion in “Call”. In the remaining seven windows – “Family”, “Health”, “Arts”, 
“Law”, “Agriculture”, “Justice” and “Work” – key aspects of human living - are depicted, 
aspects in which Rostrevor Graduates, it is hoped, would become examples of dedicated 
Christian Ministry. 

In the brief description of each window which follows, the main features are highlighted, 
however, as with all stained glass windows, it is left to the viewer to ponder their message in 
reflection in order to discover their full beauty and inspiration. Some quotations from Pope 
John Paul’s addresses to the Australian people are included as comments on the themes of 
the windows. 
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Agriculture 

In his address to Rural Australia, Pope John Paul said:  

“In the past two centuries, you have not only supplied your own 
basic necessities, but you have clothed and fed millions of people 
around the world. 

Farmers are already producing enough food to supply the whole 
world’s populations. And it is well known that even more could be 
produced. 

In our own day, farmers collaborating with their Creator can 
produce enough food for everyone on Earth. 

The world of agriculture, which provides society with the goods it 
needs for its daily sustenance, is of fundamental importance. 

The Church gives thanks to God for you, for what you offer to the 
rest of society, for the priority you give to family and community 
life, for the witness you bear to the sacredness of life, for the trust 
you manifest in the loving providence of God, our Creator and 
Father. 

Rural Australia! You must always stand firm in these fundamental 
values. And if you do so, your very lives will echo the message of the 
hymn: 

“‘Let all things their Creator Bless, 
And worship him in humbleness; 
O praise him, alleluia!’” 

Pope John Paul II 

To contribute to the production of sufficient and adequate food 
and clothing for all mankind is a basic act of love of one’s 
neighbour. Australian agriculture provides an opportunity for a 
wide variety of participation – in producing food and clothing for 
the world. 
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 Arts Eucharist Ministry 
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 Family Health Justice 
     

  
  

‘And do you realise God has 
no other hands but yours to 

stretch out to those in need’? 
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Law  Work & Technology Call 
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Chapel Window Questions 
Read the introduction on the previous pages & use the Chapel Window images to answer 
the following: 

 

Agriculture:  

Read the Pope’s message that goes with the window. What is the most important part of it? 

 

 

Arts:  

What Arts can you see depicted in the windows? 

 

 

Eucharist: 

What are the key symbols in this window? 
  

 

 

Ministry:  

What does this window tell us about Christian Ministry? 
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Family:  

What does this window say is the most important elements of family life? 

 

 

Law:  

Which symbol of the Law strikes you most strongly? 

 

 

Health:  

Why do you think that the person at the top of the window is reaching up towards the sun? 

 

 

Justice:  

Where is the statue that reminds you of these last words in the justice writing? 
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Work and Technology:  

In this window who or what is depicted as being most important? 
 

 

 

Call:  

Who are we being invited to follow? 
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Mentors 

Leaders: 

1. Share with your group your memories of beginning your schooling at Rostrevor? 

 

 
2. What were some of the challenges you faced when you were younger and how did you 

deal with them? Describe your learning experiences. 

 

 
3. When faced with challenges, did you receive support from your teachers, peers, others? 

What are some of the support services offered at Rostrevor? How were you supported? 
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  Students: 

4. Share how you have found life in Year 7, so far. 

 

 
5. What have the challenges and difficulties been for you, so far? 

 

 
6. What have been the highlights and positives, so far? 
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7. Name and plan some of your goals for this year. 

 

 
  

8. Involvement in the co-curricular program offered is a great way of meeting others and 
making new friendships. Which co-curricular are you planning to participate in his year? Is 
there anything you would like to see offered that we currently don’t have?  
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Archives Room 
Write one paragraph about what you found most interesting and thought-provoking in 
the Archives Room. 
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Additional Notes 
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THE SONG OF ROSTREVOR 
Refrain: Come! Come! Steady and Strong 

Swell the sweet notes of the Rostrevor 
Song! 

 

Sound the loud chorus and sing the old song! 

Clear and harmonious its sweet notes 
prolong. 

Sound it sonorous 

The Rostrevor Chorus. 

Till all the hills echo of the old College Song! 

 Refrain 

Sing it at morn and sing it at night, 

Sing it with voices, all merry and bright. 

Sing it forever 

The Song of Rostrevor, 

The song of the scholar, whose motto is 
right! 

 Refrain 

Rostrevor has battlers who’re out for a win, 

Sterling good fellows who never give in, 

‘Red’ men or ‘Blue’ men, 

We’ll play them like true men, 

We’ll battle and struggle and conquer again! 

 

The boys of Rostrevor are ‘dons’ at the game, 

Their records already have won them a 
name, 

 

With skill and persistence 

They conquer resistance, 

And C.B.C. champions for ever remain. 

 Refrain 

Rostrevor can battle – Rostrevors can play, 

They’re game to a finish and never say nay, 

Stem and steady 

We always are ready 

To wear down our foemen and so win the 
day. 

 Refrain 

A song for our old Alma Mater intone, 

The College our fathers for long years have 
known, 

And raise one more chorus 

For those who before us 

Have always been loyal and true to their 
own. 

 Refrain 

The bells ring at Christmas a merry ding-dong 

And sweet are the friends who around us will 
throng, 

Gaily they’ll meet us, 

And gladly they’ll greet us, 

And sweetly they’ll join in the Rostrevor 
Song! 

 Refrain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pick out four clues as to when this song might have been written. 
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Learn the War Cry 
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From the 1942 Annual: Senior Boarders. 
The photo is taken in the Valley looking 
SSW. The building in the background is the 
back of the old Chapel cum theatre and the 
entrance to the underground change rooms 
is evident 

  

 

From the 1923 Annual: The interior of the 
new Chapel 

  

 

From the 1967 Annual: The exterior of the 
renovated theatre (original Chapel) 

  

 

From the 1940 Annual: The Rostrevor 
Chapel Altar 
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The new Rostrevor College Unit Flag, 
designed by Br Bernie Tobin, is presented at 
the 1965 Ceremonial Parade. 

  

 

In 1941 a large two-storeyed dormitory 
block was erected on the northern side of 
Rostrevor House. 

  

  

Left: The northern balcony of Rostrevor 
House (Summer) 
 
Right: The northern balcony of Rostrevor 
House (Winter) 

  

 

A large bungalow was hurriedly built in a 
corner of what became known as the 
‘Bungalow Oval’ 

 


