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family. Lets reflect on some
of the amazing community
contributions
to
help
Queensland Police find Daniel.

Daniel was last seen waiting for
a bus on Sunday, 7th December
2003. The time was 2.10pm.
The Daniel Morcombe Foundation Inc
was established as a lasting legacy to
our son and to repay people’s kindness.
Thanks to your support, Daniel has
been found, and his legacy has been
at the forefront of a decade long
monumental cultural shift that has
contributed to Keeping our Kids Safe.

The Search
for Daniel

• Banners and Billboards were
displayed in dozens of prominent
locations.
• Truck tarps and flashing
roadside signs appealed for
help and a hot air balloon
drifted silently with the wind.
• Police and SES volunteers led
the charge on the frontline.

Community
Support
As time pushed deep into
2004 the Morcombe family’s
anxiety continued to be
echoed everywhere in the
community. The relentless
search to find Daniel was in
full swing. The origins of many
events and indeed the aims of
the Foundation began all those years
ago because of this incredible effort.

Within
days
of
Daniel’s
abduction
the Morcombe family
knew that a nation
prayed with them.

No stone would be left unturned. Daniel
would be found. Those responsible
would be held accountable for their
actions. They had picked on the wrong

• Millions of Eagle Boys
pizza boxes were distributed
nationally and Maleny Milk
appealed for help.
• Millions of flyers and posters
were printed and distributed
the length and breadth of
Australia.
• T.V. and radio advertisements
were professionally produced
and aired during prime time.
• Private initiatives, public
appeals and cryptic messages
on crudely fashioned signs
made from doors continued to
stimulate the enthusiastic media. The
thirst for information was infectious.

Daniel’s
Legacy
Bruce and Denise Morcombe
knew that their media profile
would help promote the
values of a charity. Linking
Daniel’s very real story with
child safety messages was
a unique and powerful
combination.
And so from a simple idea, add a bit of
magic, persevere and surround yourself
with talented people and bingo; the
brightest of bright stars is born!
The first official meeting of the Daniel
Morcombe Foundation Inc. was held
at the Morcombe’s family home in
Palmwoods on the 5th May 2005. Board
Members included Tim Ryan,
Julie Elliott, Samantha
McDowall,
Denise
Morcombe and Bruce
Morcombe.
Peter
Boyce
would
join the Board
at our second
meeting
on

Overall 50,000
copies of the Child
Safety DVD’s were
produced from our
3 versions and all
distributed free of
charge.

18th May followed soon after by Brett
Winkler. Kay McGrath accepted our
invitation as Patron in August 2005.
Planning was hectic. Insurance,
Stationary, Logos and Branding,
Foundation
Objectives,
Mission
Statements,
Community
Events,
Child Safety Education Projects and
Fundraising were all on the agenda.
‘Foundation Red’ was our first award
winning project. It was a revolutionary
approach to empower young people
on ways to keep safe. With role models
like ‘Agro’ (Jamie Dunn), Brett Lee,
Peter Overton and many others it
proved to be the cornerstone of our
child safety education efforts from its
successful
launch in
2006 until
2014.
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presenter was Sergeant Kym Jackson.
“Come Meet the Morcombes” was
advertised like the main event at a
carnival. Bruce and Denise still are
amused by such notoriety.
That trailblazing successful event lit
the pathway forward for the Daniel
Morcombe Foundation. Golf Days
proved popular as fundraisers. ‘Royal’
Biloela and Horton Park, Maroochydore
have played hosts as does the
Queensland Travel Industry’s annual
event ‘Drive for Daniel’ in March at the
Carbrook Golf Club.

Reaching Out
Community
Events & Support
Community events and support came
from many varied quarters, all with a
splash of red. One of the pioneering
events was organised by Bowen’s
Senior Constable Michelle Vico.
It was a series of student and parent
information sessions during Child
Protection Week in 2007. Another guest

massive respect and work alongside
in the challenging not for profit sector.
For example the ‘Walk Tall’ program, a
counselling service based
at the Big Pineapple on
the Sunshine Coast, is
Help me
fully funded by the Daniel
Morcombe Foundation and
managed by ACT for Kids.
Supporting victims of crime,
particularly
where
that
crime involves children has
been a key aim alongside
educating kids on ways to
keep safe.

Building partnerships with government
and non-government organisations has
been an important step in the Daniel
Morcombe Foundation’s expansion.
For the first 8 years of the police
investigation, Daniel was officially a
missing person. Begining in 2007, this
fostered
cross
pollination
of support between the
Morcombe family and the
National Missing Person
Coordination Centre within
the
Australian
Federal
Police.
As a result, the Daniel
Morcombe
Foundation
supports
National
Missing Persons Week in
August each year and
International
Missing
Children’s Day on May
25. In 2009, on the steps
of Federal Parliament
in Canberra, images of
missing children were
displayed on white balloons and
released, an exercise that was
repeated in numerous countries
globally.
Over the years, online paedophile
activities have become an alarming
threat to our children. The AFP continue
to be a valued ally in our social media
education campaign.
Queensland
Homicide
Victim
Support Group, PACT, SASS Tasmania,
Department of Child Safety, Laurel
House, Act for Kids and Bravehearts
are organisations with whom we have

Videos

Safety Tips

Contact Us

We feel privileged to be involved
with so many positive outcomes after
our contributions. This has only been
possible because of your generous
support to the Daniel Morcombe
Foundation.
Another innovation successfully
launched includes our “Help Me” app.

Ride for Daniel
The very first ‘Ride for Daniel’ was held
in December 2004 as an impromptu
event by the motorcycle community in
support of Daniel’s search.
It caught police and organisers by
surprise when some 3,000 biking
enthusiasts
assembled
at
the
Ettamogah Pub ready for the 110km
ride to Noosa and return.
Subsequent
events
were
organised in 2006, 2007, 2008
and 2009. With participant
numbers increasing each
year and tens of thousands
of people lining the
roadside, it was becoming
a phenomenon.
Sadly, the ‘Ride for Daniel’
became a victim of its
own success with safety
concerns causing it to be
suspended indefinitely.
It truly was an awesome
visual statement: “Daniel
was not forgotten.”

Notes

Notes

Settings

Day for Daniel
‘Day for Daniel’ is our annual dayof-action to educate children
about their personal safety.
From humble beginnings in
November 2005 it has grown
to be a special day on the
child protection calendar.
Last year saw the 10th ‘Day for
Daniel’ come and go. Record
numbers of schools and
businesses took part Australia
wide. It is estimated that some
1,000,000 people participated
in some form.
“Wear red and educate” is the motto
and it is our mission to continue to
build this into the premier event it so
deserves to be.

Walk for Daniel
With participation rates growing each
year, it now boasts support from Federal
Parliament to the bush and with more
than 3,000 other registered groups
online, this makes it the largest event of
its type in Australia.

Daniel Morcombe
Child Safety
Curriculum
School presentations to students began
with small steps and were largely
unscripted. After initial interest from
concerned parents about the lack
of child safety education at school,
demand simply grew and grew. A gap
had been exposed. Something needed
to be done.

From 2005 to the present the Daniel
Morcombe Foundation have been at
the cutting edge in promoting child
safety education. In particular, we
have embraced new technologies with
a strong focus on potential dangers
that lurk in an online environment to
young teens. On the 4th of September
2011, Queensland Premier Anna

‘Walk for Daniel’ was the vision of Sunshine Coast Councillor Jenny McKay and
supported by Maroochy Mayor Joe Natoli. The first event in 2005 drew around
90 participants.
Today it is the opening activity on our marque day of the year, ‘Day for Daniel’.
‘Walk for Daniel’ has been supported locally on the Sunshine Coast by national
media, with extensive coverage on all Queensland News bulletins and breakfast
shows Sunrise and Today. It is a fun event that makes the visual statement that
crimes against children have no place in modern Australia.
Today more than 1,500 people join with us and walk the 4km from Suncoast
Christian College to Palmwoods. This is symbolic as it is said; “we all make this
walk home to Palmwoods for Daniel, a trip he was unable to complete.”
‘Walks for Daniel’ have blossomed across the country,
with successful events in Canberra, Hobart, Launceston,
Melbourne, Ipswich, Coffs Harbour, Townsville, Biloela and more.
Bligh announced that Denise and
Bruce Morcombe would fulfil a role
as Ambassadors for Child Safety in
Queensland and a proposed new child
safety program to be taught in schools
would be called the Daniel
Morcombe
Child
Safety
Curriculum.
On the 5th of September
2012, Queensland Education
Minister John-Paul Langbroek
officially
launched
the
Prep to Year 2 phase of the
Daniel
Morcombe
Child
Safety Curriculum at the
Barcaldine Primary School
alongside Denise and Bruce
Morcombe.

Kick up Your Heals
‘Dance for Daniel’ is a very special
event.

First row from left John Pearce, Peter Boyce, Brad & Anna Morcombe,
Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk, Prime Minister Tony Abbott, Mrs Abbott,
Dean Morcombe, Commissioner Ian Stewart. Second row, Tracey McAsey,
Robin Sherwell, Bruce & Denise Morcombe, Kay McGrath, Holly Brennan

Year 3 to 6 and Year 7 to 9
phases were launched over the
following 10 months. In total, more
than 400 individual child safety
presentations have been provided
by Denise and Bruce representing the
Daniel Morcombe Foundation.

It is far more than our major fundraiser
each year. For 10 years it has been our
opportunity to say, “Thank you!” to our
supporters and showcase the previous
year’s activities and at the same

A special place is etched
in children’s hearts across
Australia for Patron Kay
McGrath, all current and
former Committee Members:
Julie
Elliott,
Samantha
McDowall, Robin Sherwell,
Tracey McAsey, Gina Dann,
Holly
Brennan,
Denise
Morcombe, Tim Ryan, Peter
Boyce, Brett Winkler, John
Pearce, Greg Poultney, Dean
Morcombe, Bruce Morcombe.
time outline future projects. Daniel
Morcombe Foundation Patron Kay
McGrath and ‘Band of Blue’ have been
front and centre of our evening as they
too celebrate 10 years alongside us.
Always a memorable night of fine
dining with fun, we are so honoured
to have shared the night with quite
literally thousands of wonderful people.
Politicians, Police, business people,
family and media identities come
together to remember Daniel but also
to continue his legacy. Other highly
successful ‘Dance for Daniel’ events
have also been held in Moranbah in
2013 and 2014 and in Townsville in 2012,
2013, 2014.
Mini Morky awards
have become our
unique custom
made trophies,
which are much
respected within
the child protection sector.

Daniel is Found
The grief of a Nation was felt by the
Morcombe family and those close by
in the aftermath of events that unfolded
on the 13th August 2011.

On the 13th March 2014 “guilty your
honour” were the words quietly spoken
by the jury foreman.

Awards
The Daniel Morcombe
Foundation Inc has
been the recipient of a
number of awards.

Away from the cameras, Bruce and
Denise with sons Dean and Bradley
thanked them as heroes.

The Daniel Morcombe Foundation
Inc acknowledges and thanks the
dedication of all staff and volunteers
over our first decade.

The “Keeping Kids Safe” resource
kit is receiving resounding positive
feedback.
A project underway and due to be
completed by Easter 2015 is to send
a copy to every State, Catholic and
Independent school in Australia.
New menu topics are soon to be
produced for future resource kits that will
focus on safety concerns for Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander groups plus
another specifically designed for
children with special needs.
‘Daniel’s Law’ a Bill introduced in the
Northern Territory Parliament (soon to
be passed as legislation) establishes
the Territory as the first jurisdiction in
Australia to provide an online public
accessible sex offender’s register.
This we believe will be a good law, and
it is our desire to see it quickly spread to
all States and Territories.

Covert Police and Scientific Officers
had closed the book on a heinous
crime that cast a menacing shadow on
ordinary family life. Premier Campbell
Newman personally thanked many
involved.

2011 – Qld. Child Protection Week
award for “Foundation Red” as Best
Educational Initiative.
2012 – Certificate of Merit for
“Foundation Red” by Australian Crime
and Violence Prevention.
2013 – Qld. Child Protection Week
award for “Day for Daniel” in Media
and Communication.

The Future

Daniel’s Legacy is Making a Difference
Moving forward, the Daniel Morcombe
Foundation is stronger and better
equipped than ever before to further
its aims for another decade with:
• Child Safety Education Initiatives.
• Supporting Young Victims of Crime.
• Supporting families of a Missing Person
where it involves children.

During the course of 2015 we will be
doing all that is possible to ensure that
the ‘Daniel Morcombe Child Safety
Curriculum’ is included in the National
Curriculum roll-out. One day, not
too far down the track, we hope it is
compulsory.
Equally,
supporting
a
child
impacted
directly or
indirectly
by
a
crime or a
reported
missing person is
high on our agenda.
Contributing
to
these young lives being turned
around is a truly life-changing gift.

P // 1300 326 435
E // admin@danielmorcombe.com.au
W // DanielMorcombe.com.au

