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Child Protection Week Award Winners
The Daniel Morcombe Foundation found itself in the fortunate position to be judged worthy of its third Child Protection
Week (CPW) Award in 5 years. This year’s award was in the Media and Communications category.
The launch of our Keeping Kids Safe resource kit exactly 12 months earlier and the promotion of its free child safety education
material was selected, providing a thrill for all connected with its production. Attending the ceremony at Queensland’s
Parliament House were many dignitaries including the Queensland Child Safety Minister Shannon Fentiman and Police
Commissioner Ian Stewart. Also in attendance were Tracey McAsey, Johanna Moberg, Holly Brennan, Bruce and Denise
Morcombe from the Daniel Morcombe Foundation. Proud as punch and joining them on stage to receive the award were
the producers of the Keeping Kids Safe resource kit, Gary Gibson and Michael ‘Gibbo’ Gibson from Epix Entertainment.
Denise, in her speech, thanked our very valuable sponsors and the commitment of so many who had contributed to
the project. More than 20,000 copies have been distributed free of charge Australia wide, including a copy to every
school and public library the length and breadth of this great land. The Keeping Kids Safe (KKS) resource kit has also been
endorsed by both the Queensland and Northern Territory police as a supportive tool for their school based officers.

New Keeping Kids Safe
Resource Kit Launched

and Report are repeated in a variety of age
appropriate everyday situations and are
carefully integrated into the dynamics of
the illustrative situation.

In its quest to make a significant difference
to all children in Australia, the Daniel
Morcombe Foundation took the opportunity
during CPW to actively launch 2 new ground
breaking initiatives that are very specific
in their target audience. They are focussed
additions to our original kit.

Claremont Special School played host for
our first launch on September 8th, which
was attended by the Queensland Police
Minister Jo Ann Miller. The student choir sang
our National Anthem in front of around 50
invited guests and 50 students. It proved to
be a wonderful bonus.

Indeed after 8 months of consultation with
sector workers, educators, parents and
community people plus partnering with
True Relationships and Reproductive Health,
we are proud to announce that our new
components which build on the award
winning Keeping Kids Safe resource kit have
been a mighty success.

kids. They laughed in the right spots and
listened intently to more serious points of
note. A great success! Teachers would later
comment on how engaged and interested
the students were. Soon after it was off to
Garbutt State School which has a high
proportion of indigenous students; another
success! We were on a roll.
Confidence was growing that our new
safety messages specific to Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander children and
young people was money well spent.
The next day the Morcombes were off to
Mt Isa and Cloncurry. More schools had
been organised in outback Queensland
and true to form the children actually
enjoyed learning about keeping safe and
appreciating why we have rules.
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Newly scripted and filmed child safety
material is now available for children and
young people with:
• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Heritage
• Mild to Moderate Special Needs
Supporting these DVDs, which are also
supplied free of charge, is a comprehensive,
fun and engaging booklet for students and
a CD containing many printable files that
are ideal for teachers, parents and sector
workers to use which provides valuable
educational stimulus needed to reinforce
the 3 key words of the Daniel Morcombe
Child Safety Curriculum. Recognise, React

The Murri School followed that afternoon
for our second launch, this time to
officially announce that Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander heritage children
and young people had a dedicated,
culturally sensitive, fun and empowering
age appropriate range of new resources.
Queensland Education Minister Kate Jones
attended as did many of the Aboriginal
actors, Aunties, sponsors and a range of
officials and parents.
Over the next 2 weeks and to support
the launch of this fantastic new resource
Bruce and Denise went on a whirlwind
tour of Queensland. Promoting the positive
messages of the expanded resource kits
and receiving valuable feedback from the
students, parents and teachers was high on
their agenda.
Shalom College Townsville is an indigenous
school catering for students from prep to
year 12. The library was packed for the first
viewing of the DVD pitched directly to these

Visiting local Special Schools was also on
the tour agenda. Townsville Learning Centre
and Mt Isa Special School received a visit as
did the Mt Isa School of the Air and Marian
Catholic College Townsville. How varied
a schedule is that? Again everyone must
be congratulated for their warmth and
compassion towards Bruce and Denise.
Talking about personal safety to students
via long distance radio is certainly a little
unusual. You have no facial expression to
work with and you know that to talk about
suburban situations is not necessarily an
everyday environment they encounter. All
the same, it was important because we
all know that the internet and in particular
social media, is the biggest danger that
these children face.

Daniel’s Law

School Visits

‘Amego’ Mobile App

12 months ago came the dramatic
announcement in Darwin that the Northern
Territory Government would draft a Bill
in that would see them become the first
jurisdiction in Australia to have a public
accessible sex offender’s website. It will be
known as ‘Daniel’s Law”.

Term 2 has proven itself to be one of the
busiest on record in terms of student
presentations; from Darwin’s Larrakeyah
Primary School to Hobart’s St Michaels
Collegiate School; plus Mackay twice,
Toowoomba, Warwick, Brisbane, Townsville,
Cloncurry, Mt Isa the list goes on. I feel
exhausted just reading through them all.

After months in the planning and
development stages a new iPhone app was
launched on the 4th of September.

11 months later saw Bruce and Denise travel
to Darwin for the second reading of the Bill
in Parliament House. Working with the N.T.
Attorney General John Elferink and his staff
all seemed to click into place with precision.
Media engagements and meeting many
parliamentarians, both in government and
the opposition was breathtakingly efficient
and friendly.
‘Daniel’s Law’ will not identify victims. It is
to name those child predators who are the
worst of the worst. Their name, alias, photo,
the general geographic area they reside in
plus an overview of their criminal history will
all be available to the public to access at
the click of a mouse.
Talk of possible vigilante activity is just
nonsense. Besides, penalties exist for such
activity. We take it very seriously and will not
be diverted from the view that this is simply
allowing modern technology to be used in
a helpful manner to educate the Mums and
Dads, Grandparents and children about
who may live in their neighbourhood.

Bruce and Denise
report that visiting the
students and doing
safety presentations
at schools is the most
enjoyable
aspect
of their work at the
Daniel
Morcombe
Foundation.
“Every
school
is
different. Teaching the students that
sometime in life trouble finds you, and if it
does, then you need to have the skills to
Recognise it, know how to React and find a
safe place and importantly to Report to an
adult on their Safety Network why they felt
unsafe.” Bruce explained.
“The internet is a great place. But you need
to be careful about who you are talking to
and the nature of that conversation. Have
the right privacy settings, don’t accept
Friend of Friend and be very clear in your
mind that you have Real World friends and
you have Online friends.” Denise added.
Be observant and trust your instincts. Plan
ahead and think of ways to stay safe.
Like; what if you got lost at the shops or a
sporting event? What to do if you were late
after visiting a friend’s house.

It is not a tracker. What a parent can do is to
load in a child’s movements for the week.
Typically, Mon to Fri, school to and fro. You
note the path and method of travel (Walk,
Bike, Bus, Car). The app calculates the
arrival time and you allow a buffer of say 5
minutes. If the child is late or moves outside
the parameters of the trip, or moves at an
unusual speed then the device sends a text
to the parent alerting them of this. They can
then take the required course of action
desired.
It also can be adapted for a ‘Play Zone’
around say your home or elsewhere.
Add in a visit to a friend’s home or soccer
practice and you can see you will never
be wondering if your child made it safely to
that location again. For more information
please visit our website.

Dance for Daniel
in Mackay

This is a good piece of legislation and we
want it to be an outstanding success in the
Northern Territory. Having said that, it is our
desire that it spreads nationally throughout
every State and Territory in Australia, and
with measured haste.
A consultation process in now in place
until the middle of October. If all goes to
plan we expect the Bill to pass through the
Northern Territory Parliament in November
and become Law in early 2016. A copy of
the proposed legislation ‘Daniel’s Law’ is
available on our website.

It immediately rose to number 1 in Australia.
Called ‘Amego’ it is fundamentally a child
safety device but equally it can be used by
adults and the elderly. It is non-intrusive and
is simple to use. It has a number of unique
functions and to our knowledge it is a world
first.

It is not rocket science. It is just a simple
thought process. Of course the delivery
of these safety presentations by Bruce
and Denise is always from the unique
perspective; Daniel’s Mum and Dad! Linking
Daniel’s very real story to the importance
of learning about safety makes it very real.
No longer can they think; “That will never
happen to me”.

The Mackay Entertainment and Convention
Centre is a fabulous venue and on August
29 it turned a distinctive red, red, red: - plus
a hint of yellow? More than 250 Mackay
residents joined in a wonderful night of
reflection but equally of hope and a joyous
flavour of triumph.
Smiles all around and a few laughs made
the evening a super success. It was
Mackay’s very first Dance for Daniel.

Many of the schools chose to bring forward
their ‘Day for Daniel’ to coincide with their
visit. Wall to wall red often incorporated a
school safety activity they had completed
in class. Check out all our info on keeping
kids safe by following the links on our website
to ‘Educational Resource’. Everything is free
and can be easily downloaded.

Bruce & Denise Morcombe with Attorney
General and Minister for Justice John Elferink

Great prizes on offer and a couple of
larrikins from SEA-FM’s breakfast radio Jay
and Dave, pulled all the strings as joint
MCs. Most notable was a photo of Dave
and Denise dancing and they led a chorus
of Happy Birthday for Bruce who turned
56 that day. Check out all the photos on
our website. Thanks to Richard at Event
Photography for a massive effort again.

We thank the organising committee and in
particular Alan and Brenda for all that they
do in support of the DMF.
Footnote: Joining us on the night and active
members of the organising committee for
the gala event were family members of
Marilyn Wallman. Marilyn was abducted
on the 21st March 1972. Brother Rex spoke
emotionally about the 42 years search
for his sister and the family’s never ending
fight for justice. Police inquiries continue
to this day. Yellow is the symbolic colour of
Marilyn’s search.

Early Learning
Years Child Safety
Curriculum
Last year the Rockhampton Catholic Diocese
made the Daniel Morcombe Child Safety
Curriculum compulsory in all their schools.
This year they have done it again. In yet
another first for the Central Queensland
Region, the Daniel Morcombe Foundation
was invited to attend a very special launch.

Dance for Daniel
in Townsville

They report that the interest in the work at
the Daniel Foundation and the initiatives
being rolled out has captured the
imagination of thousands of supporters.
Some are Mums and Dads; others are
teachers, police officers, child safety
workers, all have a genuine interest.
“We see these events as an education
process, an information night if you like.”
Bruce explained.
“So many photos and so many good
people. It is not unusual for someone to
identify that they have changed careers
to something that can make a positive
difference based on the work and origins of
the DMF”. Denise added.
Bernie Strow and Janelle Poole, our legends
of Far North Queensland deserve a medal
for all the work they do behind the scenes in
promoting child safety and believing in the
values of the Daniel Morcombe Foundation.
Heaps of photos are available at our
website. These are all print quality and a
terrific memento to treasure. Check them
out now!

The Daniel Morcombe Child Safety
Curriculum was written by a working
group of talented people and funded by
Queensland Education. It has been rolled
out for over 2 years now and indeed it can
be accessed by every school principal and
teacher Australia wide.
Feedback is amazingly supportive of the
program especially from teachers. Nine
lesson plans have been written for teachers
for each of the school years from prep to
year 9. Resource material for students and
parent information is also included.
But is it working? You bet it is!
We have received notification of numerous
disturbing disclosures that otherwise would
not have been reported. In a recent case,
a year 2 student came forward and told her
teacher about a relative that was sexually
assaulting her.

The Townsville Dance for Daniel, held on
Saturday 5th September at Jupiter’s Casino
was another triumph for the organisers. This
coincided with the start of Child Protection
Week so the timing was perfect. Dancers,
Bands, a Comedian, live and silent auction
items, great food and a few drinks, add in
250 guests and these important ingredients
when combined, make it a really special
night.

Often the success of a fundraising night is
measured by an emotionless dollar figure
of how much is raised. We do need every
dollar we can get to keep promoting child
safety strategies and supporting victims
of crime. However Bruce and Denise are
more interested in building relationships and
partnering with likeminded individuals and
organisations.

Success Stories

We were told it was quite a bad case and
for obvious privacy issues we have not been
told all the details; however importantly,
she is receiving all the necessary care and
police have charged that person with a
variety of very serious offences.
Bruce and Denise joined Leesa Jeffcoat
and Kath Byrne from Catholic Education
and Fr Don White at St Joseph’s pre-school
Rockhampton, along with around 50
parents plus the young ones of course. They
were treated to singing and a pantomime
plus the ‘huuuughest’ red tee-shirt shaped
sponge cake you have ever seen.

Here is further evidence that we are on
the right track. This is an extract from a
school principal’s letter of appreciation
we received some 6 months after a safety
presentation.

We were all there for the official
announcement of Catholic Education’s
new Early Learning Child Safety Curriculum,
to be taught at Kindergartens and
preschool centres not only within the
Catholic Education system but freely
available to all early learning facilities.

She was confronted by a situation that
made her feel very uneasy. She told the
person to “go away” and she then quickly
went and told the teacher and aide. We
dealt with the incident and she is OK.

This is based on the
Daniel Morcombe Child
Safety Curriculum which
is already available for
Prep to Year 9 students.
It is a supportive program
based around the same
key fundamental words
of Recognise, React
and Report. Catholic
Education Rockhampton; you guys are
champions in promoting world’s best child
safety initiatives. Congratulations! It is a
pleasure to work with you and thank you for
sharing that wonderful announcement with
us here at the DMF.

“We have a wonderful story to share with
you about one of our kinder students.

But the incredible part of the story was
conveyed back to us from her Mum who
told us that her daughter said to her that
she remembered “what the Daniel people
said.”
Given that this wonderful little person is only
5 I thought you might like to hear, that your
message got through.”
Get your school involved in Day for Daniel
on October 30th. Teach kids about their
personal safety.
Check out all our free child safety
Educational Resources on our website.

Where is Daniel? – A Family’s Story
1,000 signed copies (Bruce and Denise Morcombe original signatures) of the ‘Where is
Daniel’ book are now for sale online. The cost including postage is only $25. Your purchase
will support the Daniel Morcombe Foundation’s fundraising efforts.
Sales of the book ‘Where is Daniel’ continue to be very strong. In fact
the 1st edition is almost sold out. The Australian ‘Best Seller’ tells the
story of the Morcombe family and their search to find Daniel.
Visit our online store at: DanielMorcombe.com.au

Charlie’s a Winner

Big Red

Congratulations
Charlie
Wetere
for
receiving
an
Australian
Government
Volunteer Certificate of Appreciation for his
dedication and commitment to the Daniel
Morcombe Foundation and for his ongoing
volunteer work at the One Heart Training
Academy which supports the youth in
Nambour. Thank you for contributing to
our Foundation and Community. You truly
are a local hero.

In preparation for upcoming events and
tours our promotion truck ‘Big Red’ has
been reskinned to reflect our new safety
messages for children.
‘Big and Bold’ was the order of the day;
and that has been achieved. You cannot
miss her as she motors from school to
school with the branding of our key words:
Recognise, React, Report dominantly
displayed. On the rear, we wanted to reflect
a bit of community fun and participation.
Thus we selected a ripper photo of the AFP
and school children at our Canberra Walk
for Daniel in 2014.

It was fascinating to listen to so many of
the pioneers of the organisation as they
recalled the triumphs and battles which
needed to be navigated around due to the
never ending red tape.
Hats off for sticking with it.

11th Day for Daniel
Wear Red and Educate!
PLAY YOUR PART. Register your support now.
It is free and with no obligation.
Charlie has been a volunteer with the Daniel
Morcombe Foundation for over 8 years. In
this time he has assisted the Foundation
to relocate twice and helped out with 7 x
Dance for Daniels and 7 x Walk for Daniels.
He has also contributed in many other ways
including coordinating countless donated
items from sponsors, all raising valuable
funds for the Foundation.
Thanks Mate!

Score for Daniel
The inaugural Score for Daniel day was
successfully held on the Gold Coast in
conjunction with 26 Football Gold Coast
clubs and Football Queensland on the 9th
May.
Score for Daniel Day was conceived to
help spread Bruce and Denise’s message
throughout junior sport and help educate
the volunteers and sporting administrators.
In return the clubs donated a nominated
sum of money for every goal scored on the
day.

Riverina School Tour
Bruce and Denise will be visiting schools in
NSW from mid-October.
Driving ‘Big Red’, they will be in Wagga
Wagga on October 21st and Cootamundra
on October 22nd before a final presentation
at St Edmunds College Canberra on
October 23rd.

Capital to Coast Tour
‘Big Red’ plans to visit up to a dozen schools
in the drive that will see them travel from
Canberra to Batemans Bay and south to the
Sapphire Coast in the week from October
23rd to 30th.
This will be the first
time that the school
safety presentations
will be conducted
by anyone other
than
Bruce
and
Denise.
We
look
forward
to
this
exciting
prospect
and no doubt its
success.

Crime Stoppers QLD
25th Anniversary
Bruce and Denise’s pre-recorded message
was given to 26 Gold Coast clubs reaching
8000 junior players and $6564 was raised on
the day.
Talks with Football Queensland this
November will focus on expanding this
initiative throughout Queensland (70000
players) next year.
An outstanding effort by organisers and all
concerned.

Visit: www.DayforDaniel.com.au
This year the Daniel Morcombe Foundation
has embarked on a very strategic social
media campaign. A ‘Thumbs-Up’ initiative
was launched during school’s second term
which allowed a visual show of support if a
school was registered and supporting Day
for Daniel 2015 on October 30.

A mini Morky trophy was awarded to
Crime Stoppers Queensland at their 25th
anniversary dinner during the gala Brisbane
Town Hall event.
CEO Trevor O’Hara had not expected the
valued but unusual commemorative gift.
It was handed to him by the evening’s
MC Rupert McCall on behalf of the Daniel
Morcombe Foundation and equally on
behalf of the Morcombe family who will
never forget how Crime Stoppers supported
them in their search for Daniel.”

Businesses also were asked to join the
campaign and show that they too were
supporting our child safety awareness day.

Walk for Daniel
30th October
Join in all the pre-event entertainment from
6am on the Sunshine Coast as we kick-off
Day for Daniel with our 11th annual Walk for
Daniel.
Always a special community event, the
walk follows the path home to Palmwoods
that Daniel was unable to make. It is always
supported by many of Queensland’s
politicians: Local, State and Federal, from
the Premier down.
Join us for face painting, a bounce in the
jumping castle, a bit of breakfast and
remember to wear red. Official proceedings
start at 6.45am with the Walk getting
underway at 7am. See you at Suncoast
Christian College, Woombye bright eyed
and bushy tailed. The event is completed
by around 8.15am, thus causing minimal
disruption to your normal daily events.
For more info please visit:
DayforDaniel.com.au

