
 

 

 

 

 

 

Ellie van der Jeugd - Three months on Summer Camp in the US 
CCUSA and the Daniel Cagney Award 
 

What made you decide to apply for CCUSA and the Daniel Cagney Award? 
I decided to apply for CCUSA because I knew I wanted to take a gap year after I 
finished school and I had only heard positive experiences and feedback about 
working at a summer camp. I had also just finished my research project on taking a 
gap year around America, therefore I thought it would be fitting if I could use some 
information I had found to help with my travels. Melissa Cagney interviewed me 
when applying for CCUSA and told me about the Daniel Cagney award and helped 
me to apply. 
What camp were you stationed at and what activities were you involved in? 
I was placed at Kenmont and Kenwood camp in Kent, Connecticut and I was a 
lifeguard and swim instructor at the camp. I would lifeguard the campers on the 
blow up playground and teach the younger campers the basics in survival swimming 
and learning the different strokes. This was absolutely the best job at camp, being 
able to spend your days by the lake in the sun. 
How do you think this experience has benefited you? 
I believe spending three months at camp provided great life experience in having 
responsibility for not only yourself but for the kids at camp. It helps you to mature 
quickly and has also given me some lifelong friendships with people around the 
world.   
What advice would you give other students thinking about applying? 
I would definitely say to anyone who is thinking about applying to give it a go, it 
truly is an amazing unique experience that I know I will remember for a long time. It 
may seem scary to go to an unfamiliar country where you know no one, but the 
reward you get in the end is easily worth it. 

  (Ellie van der Jeugd in the green t-shirt)  

Important Dates 

Defence Industry Pathway 
Program  
Deadline 16th November 
 

Flinders Uni Civil 
Engineering Boot Camp 
11 ɀ 12th December 
 

Aust College of Applied 
Psychology Information 
Sessions 
4th December 
 

Torrens Uni Open Days in 
Health & Business 
19th January 
 

AIE Open Day 
17th November 
 

SAE Qantm Information 
Night 
21st November 
 

A Taste of Le Cordon Bleu 
20th November 
 

SA Police Information 
Seminar 
22nd January 
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A learning journey in Health and PE with Mr Wright 
Jarrod Blundell undertook the organisation of a FRUIT TASTING over a five-week block.  This incorporated a 
number of tasks calling on a broad range of skills. 
 

¶ Investigating different types of fruit. 
¶ Creating a list of different fruits to taste. 
¶ Creating a list of people to invite. 
¶ Writing a letter to a Fruiterer, (Old Scholar Frank Vizzari) to get the fruit. 
¶ Designing and sending invitations. 
¶ Inviting helpers to set up the room and cut up fruit. 
¶ Create and send a thank you card to the Fruiterer. 
¶ Create a feedback sheet for participants. 
¶ Greet attendees at the door and invite them in. 
¶ Give a thank you speech to the attendees. 

 

This activity proved to be a great success. 

From the classroom to California State University ς Jesse Kennedy 
As part of her Stage 2 Physics course with Mr Shane Ryan, Jesse Kennedy completed a 
Science as a IǳƳŀƴ 9ƴŘŜŀǾƻǳǊ ό{I9ύ LƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǘƻ ά.ƛƎ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜέΦ {ƘŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ 
at the interactions between Science and Society at LIGO. The Laser Interferometer 
Gravitational-Wave Observatory is a large-scale physics experiment and observatory to 
detect cosmic gravitational waves and to develop gravitational-wave observations as an 
astronomical tool. 
As part of her research, Jesse organised an hour long phone interview with Dr Riccardo 
DeSalvo at California State University. Dr DeSalvo was so impressed by Jesse that he put 
her in contact with other academics working with the broader LIGO community around the 
world. 
As a consequence of her initiative and enthusiasm, Jesse is now a published Scientist! 
Her SHE Investigation has been published by Professor Martin Hendry of Glasgow University on the LIGO 
Document Control Center Portal, accessible at https://dcc.ligo.org/G1801955 
 

After school Jesse is hoping to study veterinary science at Adelaide University and become a wildlife veterinarian. 
 

https://dcc.ligo.org/G1801955
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Life in the Uni Lane 
On a sunny Monday October 22nd I was lucky enough to accompany a small group of our students to an event 
called Life in the Uni Lane held at Flinders University. The program began with a Welcome to Country and an 
inspiring talk by Dr Uncle Lewis O'Brien which was followed by personal stories from the student ambassadors 
who led the different groups during the day. Next, we were organised into our groups and headed off to the 
Indigenous Gallery space and storage facility on campus which has a wonderful collection of Indigenous Art 
reflective of the history of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Artwork from various regions across Australia and 
the Torres Strait Islands. Our next stop was a fascinating Palaeontology talk that revolved around "Bones in a Box" 
which contained the skulls of various Australian marsupials and integrated the "detective work" done by 
palaeontologists when finding similar remains. On a similar theme we visited the Anatomy Museum of the 
Flinders Medical Centre and saw how models and actual organ and tissue samples aid research and scientific 
break-throughs. Our final session involved a fast action game in the gym where students had to work together in 
teams and compete to achieve a common goal. As an incidental part of the day we did lots of walking through the 
beautiful grounds of the University and were treated to lunch and a viewing of the Lion King which happened to 
be showing to all students on the big outdoor screen. The atmosphere at the University was very upbeat and 
welcoming and all of the students really enjoyed the day.  
           Mrs Prue Wilkosz 
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Work Experience - William Crouch 
In the recent school holidays, some students spent their time out on work experience which they had previously 
organised and there were also some VET students busy doing work placement to support their training. 
One Year 11 student who did work experience was Will Crouch, he spent a week at the Waite Campus of Adelaide 
Uni which he was able to organise as a result of speaking to a representative on the night of the Careers Expo this 
year. Will received an excellent report from his supervisors and has generously shared his experience in the brief 
responses following; 
 

What made you decide to do work experience? 
I decided to do work experience because I thought it would give me a good insight into the future of agriculture 
and what the development of drone technology could do. I was basically just interested in learning more about 
what I was already interested in.  
 

What did you get to do during the week? 
Ironically I saw a drone once and was barely interested, I got to prepare soil samples (with a hammer), test soil 
samples for chloride and to go on field trips to Mallala and Roseworthy. I got a few months of work compressed 
down into a week and had plenty of opportunities to ask questions and have them answered enthusiastically. 
 

How has it helped you in thinking about future career pathways? 
This experience has helped me to broaden my horizons and end up slightly more unsure about what I want to do 
but that's not a bad thing. I now know that there are more options in Agriculture and that it doesn't matter where 
you start you can end up almost anywhere. The most important thing I learnt is that no matter what you can do at 
Uni if you have an interest in something then you can get there with almost any degree. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


