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Today’s theme is “recognising the grey”. Often, we are tempted to choose between what 
appears to be a black and white option, a (false) dichotomy of opposing choices. We see 
Jesus choose a third way, the grey. In Jesus’ answer, we aren’t given a black and white 
option; we must figure out what the best option is at any given moment. Similarly, we see this 
in everyday life for ourselves and the students entrusted to our care.  

The movie High School musical provides a great example, where we can empathise with 
two characters who fall into the trap of choosing between the black and white option and 
failing to recognise the grey. Troy, the male basketball player who has a talent for singing, 
pitted against Gabriella, the studious academic and musical student. Their friends are akin 
to the Pharisees, entrapping both Troy and Gabriella into a seemingly black or white option. 
They believe they must choose between their shared passion for musical theatre and their 
basketball and academics interests. Both Troy and Gabriella find it hard to navigate the grey 
in this situation. Jesus invites us to see another way.  

We invite you to watch the video from 2 Minutes until the end: 
High School Musical Troy and Gabriella Scene.  

Can you see the similarities in our reading today?  

Recognising the GreyRecognising the Grey

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r7Dg4BETj20
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MATTHEW 22:15-22 

Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said. So they sent their 
disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are 
sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to 
no one; for you do not regard people with partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is 
it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor or not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, 
“Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin used for the 
tax.” And they brought him a denarius. Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and 
whose title?” They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore 
to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are 
God’s.” When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away. 

 
Reflection Questions: 

• What are the seemingly black and white situations in your life 
at the moment? Is there a grey area, a third way?  

• How do you navigate the grey areas well? 

 
A FINAL BLESSING: 
NOTICING THE ARRAY 
OF COLOUR 

While today we’ve acknowledged 
grey areas in our life it’s important to 
notice all the other colours present. 
As our blessing today, I invite you 
to recognise some of the colours in 
your surroundings. Take a few deep 
breaths and just name all the colours 
that surround you.


