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Generation 
Alpha and
the Robots

Next year the first members of Generation Alpha (born 2010-2024) will be looking forward 
to starting high school. Depending on which expert predictor wins out, they may well see in 
their liftetime the advent of Artificial General Intelligence, when machines achieve ‘an ability to 
accomplish any cognitive task at least as well as humans’ (Max Tegmark, Life 3.0).

We humans have been creative for a long time. There is evidence indicating that artefacts and 
rock-art found in Jinmium (north WA) are between 20,000 and 60,000 years old.

Closer to the present, in 1679, Denis Pepin, a French physicist, invented the pressure cooker.

In the same year, John Baptist de La Salle and the first Lasallians began developing together a 
new approach to meeting the educational, social and spiritual needs of boys whose working-class 
parents were often preoccupied with just surviving.

Since that time, Lasallians have seen technology, including educational technology, 
rapidly accelerating.

Ten years after De La Salle and two Brothers took over a school in Paris, the first practical 
steam engine was invented in England. The same Denis Pepin developed a later version. Its 
details were published in 1707, the year after the Lasallian community established a centre for 
troubled youth in Rouen, the forerunner of today’s yourtown.

Ten years before De La Salle died in 1719, Bartolomeo Cristofori was constructing his 
first pianos.

The early nineteenth century saw the invention of the steam locomotive (1804), the electric 
telegraph (1838), the production of steel (1856).



By that time the Brothers had been conducting schools, and in some places, special facilities 
for troubled young people, in Italy, Belgium, Guyana, Canada, Turkey, the United States, 
Egypt, Prussia, the English Indies, Algeria, England and Tunisia.

Not only did they have to overcome the challenges of travel, language and culture, as 
well as adapting the curriculum to suit the needs of the children in their own time and 
place, in many of these places they encountered for the first time the great world religions, 
their values and their spiritualities. Parents and their children continued to live their own 
faith while choosing to be part of an educational community whose values were explicitly 
Christian, but in many ways consistent with their own.

In the later years of the nineteenth century Thomas Edison began manufacturing light 
globes (1880) and William Roentgen detected x-rays for the first time. In 1895 the Lumière 
Brothers made what is regarded as the first motion picture. The Brothers were by now also in 
Austria, Greece, Mauritius, Romania, Ecuador, Vietnam, Madagascar, Seychelles, Sri Lanka, 
Myanmar, China, Colombia, Chile, Spain, Luxembourg, Monaco, Palestine, Ireland, Armenia, 
Bulgaria, Tripoli, Czechoslovakia, Argentina, Algeria, Tunisia, Hungary.

Less than a month before Orville and Wilbur Wright made the first powered, controlled and 
sustained flight, a group of French Brothers arrived in Nicaragua, in November 1903, to run 
an orphanage at Leon, on the Pacific coast.

In the following year religious in France were by law forbidden to teach. One of the positive 
outcomes of that disastrous situation was the arrival of the Brothers in Armidale (1906), as 
well as in countries such as Mexico and Cuba.

The early years of the twentieth century revealed other wonders: the first public demonstration 
of television (1926), the identification of penicillin (1928). Then, towards the end of the Second 
World War, the first programmable, general purpose digital computer, ENIAC (1945).

In the following year four Brothers from Australia volunteered to work in Papua New Guinea, 
where a group of German Brothers had taught during and after the First World War. Then, 
between the introduction of the Diners Club credit card (1950) and the first digitally operated, 
programmable robot (1954), the Brothers established their first foundation in Blenheim, New 
Zealand in 1953.

The year after the mass production of skateboards in California (1959), the Brothers were 
established in Pakistan, and in 2012 their country became a formal sector of the District of 
Australia, New Zealand, Pakistan, and Papua New Guinea. That was also the year of the 
release of the first-generation iPad.
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Before that the first ARPANET email had been sent (1971), and the first handheld mobile 
phone (1973) and the first digital camera (1975) had been produced. In 1977 ATMs were 
installed across New York City, and twelve years later emails became available to a mere 
half-million internet users. The following year saw the first version of the World Wide Web.

Already this century we have seen such smart devices as the Apple Watch (2015), and 
the x-vision headset for surgeons (2019). Last year ABii, a robot tutor for Maths K-5, 
went into operation.

This year we can expect the mass adoption of 5G, and an exponential growth of LiFi (Light 
Fidelity) replacing WiFi. We await developments in AI (Artificial Intelligence), ML (Machine 
Learning) and VR (Virtual Reality), quantum computing, blockchain, and hyperloop travel.

From the stone tools of perhaps 60,000 years ago, to the clay tablets of the 5th millennium 
BC, to the electronic tablets of today’s world, people working for the education and wellbeing 
of young people have had to come to terms with and make best use of emerging technology.

The subtitle of Max Tegmark’s book is ‘Being human in the age of Artificial Intelligence’. For 
us whose 340-year-old ministry has always been ‘the human and Christian education of the 
young, especially the poor’ there will be the enduring challenge of ensuring that the young 
people of Generation Alpha are encouraged to flourish among the robots.
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