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St John Baptist  
De La Salle

As you read this, many of you will be 
preparing to celebrate in a myriad of ways, 
the feast of St John Baptist de La Salle – 
Founder’s Day. As we recall and remember 
this man who began a movement of 
education that can still be felt around the 
world today. As we celebrate his feast day, 
the day on which he was named Universal 
Patron of Educators, we might reflect on 
some short quotes from the Declaration 
on the Lasallian Educational Mission.

Around 1694, when writing the Memoir on 
the Beginnings, John Baptist de La Salle 
understood how the plan of God was carried 
out through him and in the Institute that 
he founded together with his Brothers. He 
expressed it himself in these words: God, who 
directs all things with wisdom and gentleness 
and who does not force our wills, wishing to 
have me take care of the schools, led me 
imperceptibly and over a long period of time 
from one commitment to another in a way 
I did not at all foresee in the beginning 
(Memoir on the Beginnings).

In the same way, God so leads us today. 
Lasallians know that the story that began 
more than 340 years ago continues 
to amaze us today as the expression 
of God’s plan. With wisdom and 

kindness, God has guided the Institute to find, 
in every century and according to different 
circumstances and places, the means, the 
people, the committed groups and associates 
to continue this mission of a human and 
Christian education for children, young 
people, and adults, especially the poor. In this 
way, the adventure that began with a small 
group of teachers became, first, a community 
of Brothers and, over the years, an enormous 
group of committed Lasallians. These men 
and women, belonging to many different 
cultures, languages, and traditions, dedicate 
their lives to advance horizons, touch hearts 
and inspire minds through an education that 
enables them to generate opportunities that 
promote the transformation of lives, persons, 
and societies.

The life of Lasallian educational groups is 
nourished by a passion for the education of 
the poor, those who suffer, those who await 
our offer of solidarity and invite us once again 
to take a risk and to be creative. Rather than 
cling to the past, we prefer to build the future. 
We choose life and hope. We reaffirm our faith 
in the goodness of human beings and in our 
passion for humanity.
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We accept the past with gratitude, embrace the present with joy and look to the future full of 
hope, animated by the deep faith that this pathway we are following is the work of God; and so we 
declare that:
 1.We believe that children and young people are a call to hope and commitment. 
 2.We believe that in the faces of the impoverished and vulnerable we find God’s saving  
 power.
 3.We believe in the inspiring and mediating power of the educator.
 4.We believe that the educational community is a core component in the building up of  
 the person and the transmission of values. 
 5.We believe that our Lasallian association is a gift from God to the world and an   
 extraordinary means to continue the legacy received from our living three hundred year  
 heritage.
 6.We believe that education makes possible the search for and transmission of the   
 truth.
 7.We believe that education is a fundamental, powerful and productive resource for the  
 care of the earth and the defence where life can flourish and sustain itself.
 8.We believe in the transforming capacity of education.
 9.We believe that Lasallian education is an expression of Christian humanism.
 10.We believe in the evangelizing power of the school.
 11.We believe that today’s realities demand taking risks and being creative.
 12.We believe that another world is possible, and that education is a fundamental force f 
 for building it.

With our eyes fixed on God, our faith in the goodness of the human being and our commitment 
to children and young people, we advance toward the demanding and exciting horizons of this 
21st Century. The conviction that a better world is possible moves us, the passion for humanity 
brings us together, and hope encourages us along the way.

(Declaration on the Lasallian Educational Mission, 115-122)


