
VOL. 02   NO. 17

International 
Translation 

Day

Lasallian Reflection is developed by the Lasallian Formation for Mission Team. 
For more information contact us at: 
     formationformission@delasalle.org.au        02 9795 6400        www.delasalle.org.au 
Or follow us on social media:
     lasalleanzppng                 @lasalleanzppng

I recall a few years ago, spending time in 
Rome alongside a number of other young 
people from around the world. Some spoke 
English but most didn’t. A few members of 
the group, who were perhaps the glue that 
held us together initially, possessed the 
ability to navigate different languages; to 
interpret and translate. In doing this, they 
allowed those of us who only spoke one 
language, to form meaningful connections 
with one another. Over the course of a 
month, this group became a tight-knit group 
of like-minded individuals, and to this day, 
it remains a tight-knit group, in constant 
communication from all corners of the globe. 
Initially, the greatest challenge of this group 
was breaking down the language barrier. 
As years have passed though, and we’ve 
learnt to navigate these language barriers 
with Google-translated Whatsapp chats, 
creative uses of emoji, and hand signals 
on the rare occasions we get to video 
chat, one thing has become abundantly 
clear... We understand each other.

The 30th September is International 
Translation Day, and is an opportunity 
to celebrate the tools and people 

that exist that help us to understand one 
another. As I’ve grown older, I’ve learnt 
that sometimes, the ability to understand 
another person crosses the boundaries of 
language, and that conversely, just because 
I understand what someone is saying, 
doesn’t mean I’m fully understanding of 
them. I’m reminded of two things: Firstly, 
that we have a responsibility as human 
beings, and as Lasallians, to try to see 
the humanity in all those around us, by 
seeking to understand everyone. Secondly, 
that often, one of our greatest challenges 
is seeking to understand God’s presence, 
voice, and activity in our lives.

The theme for this year’s International 
Translation Day is ‘United in Translation’. 
Today, may we be united in a desire to 
understand one another.

Reflection Questions:
-Where do I fall short in seeking to 
understand those around me? How can I be 
better at this?
-How am I actively seeking to understand 
God’s presence, voice and activity in my 
life?


