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National Launch 

The National Launch will proceed as planned on 
18 February. Due to COVID restrictions in NSW, it 
has been decided this event will be held as a 
virtual launch. It will be broadcast at 10.00am and 
again at 2.00pm (AEDT) on the day. Please pass 
this information onto your local Diocesan office 
and your education office. This is the first event of 
the 200 years celebrations and it would be great 
to have a wide audience. 

The launch will involve a number of school 
representatives including from Parramatta where 
the first official school was founded. Archbishop 
Anthony Fisher OP will launch the 200 years and 
additionally launch the Pastoral Letter on 
Education on behalf of the Australian Bishops. An 
outline of the National Launch, details can be 
found in the 200 Year Communication Group 
Google Drive folder. 

Diocesan Launches 

We would really like to publish the details of the 
local Diocesan Launches on the events page of 
the 200 years website. If you could please send 
the date, time and venue or details of the event 
we will include this information on the website. 
Some photos/stories after the launch would be 
excellent for inclusion on our website and 
highlights for our quarterly newsletter.  

Please send these details to Jacqueline Hayes at 
jacqueline.hayes@ncec.catholic.edu.au  

National Mass 

The resources for the National Mass will be sent 
out late Feb/early March. Resources will include: 

● An invitation which can be personalised to 
add your local details 

● A Mass booklet with some suggested 
hymns (to be printed locally) 

● A Poster promoting the Mass (again to be 
personalised with your local details) 

● A slide to be used for screens in 
Cathedrals and Parish Churches 

● Powerpoint templates of song lyrics, 
prayer, generic template 

There have been a few questions about this Mass 
recently. For clarification the plan is that each 
Dioceses is planning a Mass in their Cathedral on 
24 May. Additionally, where possible and feasible, 
this Mass will be live streamed to the schools and 
families in your Diocese. Again where possible 
individual parishes are encouraged to celebrate 
Mass on this date for the local school.  

NB: PLEASE CONSIDER FILMING YOUR 
MASS SO SNIPPETS CAN BE INCLUDED IN A 
NATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS VIDEO TO BE 
PRODUCED AFTER THE 24 MAY. 
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Biographical Dictionary of Australian 
Catholic Educators  

In the week before Christmas, Coventry Press 
released a significant book for Catholic education. 
Not Forgotten, Australian Catholic Educators 
1820-2020, edited by Seamus O’Grady and Anne 
Benjamin, features 30 biographies of Catholic 
educators spanning 200 years. 

The biographies are grouped in four periods and 
were chosen for those who have made a 
note-worthy contribution or are considered 
representative of certain groups of Catholic 
educators. Each of the four sections of the book is 
prefaced with an essay providing the historical 
context for that period, while a more reflective 
essay on the relevance of the chosen biographies 
for current educators rounds off each section. 
Essays have been carefully commissioned from 
historians such as Charles McGee and Janice 
Garaty and commentators, such as Graham 
English, Bishop Vincent Long, Br Kelvin Canavan, 
Dr Brian Croke and Dr Lee-Anne Perry. 

The title of the book, Not Forgotten, emphasises 
the commitment of the editors to honour the 
women and men who have created and built 
Catholic education in this country.  

It is the first hard-copy publication for a much 
larger project, the Biographical Dictionary of 
Australian Catholic Educators (BDACE) which 
was created to keep alive the stories of the 
people of Catholic education in Australia so as to 
inspire current and future teachers and leaders in 
Catholic schools and become an invaluable 
research tool for researchers and the general 
public in Australia. Initiated around 2008, BDACE 
will ultimately be an online resource for research, 
education and formation within ACU. 

Not Forgotten appropriately coincides with the 
bicentenary of the establishment of the 
Parramatta school in 1820-1821, a school that still 
lives on 200 years later. The brief stories of a 
handful of the many women and men, who since 
the early days of European settlement in 
Australia, have made a commitment, in the name 
 

of the gospel, to conduct schools for children – 
Catholic and otherwise – offer glimpses into 
Catholic education in this country. The stories 
offer flesh and blood insights into the 
commitment, struggles, mistakes and 
achievements of Catholic education. This book 
ensures that the story of those who forged 
Catholic education in Australia are not only not 
forgotten, but are honoured appropriately, in a 
way which can inform and influence new 
generations of Catholic educators. 

Not Forgotten: Australian Catholic Educators 
1820-2020 was scheduled to be launched at the 
NCEC Conference in 2020. Details of a 
rescheduled launch shall be provided once they 
become available.  

Seamus and Anne welcome advice and 
suggestions about the project via 
Seamus.OGrady@acu.edu.au or 
Anne.Benjamin@acu.edu.au  

The following link to Coventry Press gives 
information about purchasing the book: 
https://coventrypress.com.au/Bookstore/not-forgot
ten-australian-catholic-educators 

Resources Update 

All collateral (Fence banners, Prayer Cards, 
Lapel pins) has now been couriered or posted to 
Diocesan Offices and individual schools. 

Diocesan offices are asked to send these to their 
schools as quickly as possible with a local 
newsletter detailing that the fence banners should 
be displayed prominently for the year and prayer 
cards should be distributed to all students and 
staff at a suitable time and that the prayer should 
be used at various meetings, gatherings, 
assemblies throughout the year. Electronic 
noticeboard graphics and website banners will be 
available via the Resources page of the website in 
the next week. 

Those who ordered pins will receive an invoice 
from NCEC shortly. There are still some pins 
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remaining and these can be ordered via the 200 
years website. 

The promotional video is now available on the 
website. Please use this at various meetings, 
gatherings, assemblies to promote the 200 years 
celebrations. The video can be linked / embedded 
on diocesan, education office and school 
websites. A high-resolution copy is available here.  

The response to participate in the Lyric Video has 
been very strong. Individuals who responded will 
receive an email this week requesting 
confirmation of their intention to participate. For 
those who have confirmed participation detailed 
instructions and technical specifications are 
available here.  

Reminders 

200 years website 

The 200 years website provides information and 
resources to support the celebrations throughout 
2021, including: 

● The National Prayer 
● Suggested Activities & Events 
● The National Song composed by Fr Rob 

Galea, including an instrumental 
recording, song lyrics and chord sheets 

● Promotional video for use 

The interactive website invites contributions from 
those involved in Catholic education, with 
opportunities to add further historical and 
contemporary photos.  

Additional resources will be made available 
shortly via the 200 years website or the 
Communications Group Google Drive including: 

● Electronic notice board signs  
● Website banners  
● An MP engagement pack 
● Powerpoints for the National Song and 

National Prayer 

Your Stories 

Individuals are also invited to share their own 
story or reflection regarding their involvement in 
Catholic education, via the 200 Years website. 

We hope to build a large collection of stories 
throughout the year, which highlights the diverse 
impacts of Catholic education in Australia. 

Please seek submissions from students, teachers, 
staff, parents and alumni, who should provide a 
short written piece (approximately 100 words) and 
a high resolution portrait photo or a 15-30 sec 
short video (Filmed horizontal/landscape) to 
feature on the website. Submission can be made 
via ncec@ncec.catholic.edu.au  

News Items 

Throughout 2021, we would like to share both 
school, diocesan and state/territory events held 
for the 200 Year of Catholic education on the 200 
years website / quarterly newsletter.  

Please share these news stories and images for 
publication to Jacqueline Hayes via 
ncec@ncec.catholic.edu.au  

Branding and templates 

There are range of new branding materials and 
templates available in the 200 years branding 
folder. Please ensure you read the style guide 
and if you have any questions contact Annette 
Loughlin-Smith via 
ncecmedia@ncec.catholic.edu.au or Jacqueline 
Hayes via ncec@ncec.catholic.edu.au  

Celebration partners 

We would like to acknowledge the support of our 
Principal Partners - the Australian Catholic 
Superannuation and Retirement Fund, the 
University of Notre Dame and the Australian 
Catholic University; and our Gold Partner - 
Catholic Church Insurance for their sponsorship 
and support of the 200 years celebrations.  

Additional partnership opportunities are available 
via the website. 
 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE 
200 YEARS CELEBRATIONS CONTACT:  
Project Officer Kathy Campbell via 
Kathy.campbell@ncec.catholic.edu.au 
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