
Today is Tuesday the 24 August, The    

feast of St Bartholomew. 

Today’s reading is from the Gospel of John 

 

John 1:45-51 

Philip found Nathanael and said to him, "We have found him about whom Moses in the 
law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth."  Nathanael said to 
him, "Can anything good co12me out of Nazareth?" Philip said to him, "Come and 
see."  When Jesus saw Nathanael coming towards him, he said of him, "Here is truly an  
Israelite in whom there is no deceit!"  Nathanael asked him, "Where did you get to know 
me?" Jesus answered, "I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you."  Nathanael 
replied, "Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!"  Jesus answered, "Do 
you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things 
than these."  And he said to him, "Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the 
angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man." 

“Can anything good come out of Nazareth”?  Because Jesus comes from the wrong town 
Nathanael is tempted to dismiss him as a nobody.  Do I fail to recognise God in people 
because of where they come from, how they speak, what they look like? 

Nathanael’s words, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel”, are a    
personal act of faith in Jesus.  What words would you use to express your faith in Je-
sus?  Or perhaps you don’t use words at all… 

As you hear the reading again, imagine yourself in this scene, perhaps as Nathanael. See 
all these things going on around you, hear these words being spoken to you. 

Now allow the scene to continue to unfold in your imagination.  What do you say to   
Jesus next?  And what does he say to you? 

 

Let us pray…. + 

Father in heaven, Help me to 
see people with eyes of grace. Father, help 
me to see the beauty, dignity, and your   
image in people, much more clearly than I 
notice their brokenness and inconsistencies.  

And when I do see their weaknesses, may I 
do so with compassion and understanding, 
not with shock and irritation.  

Help me to see what you see in my spouse, 
children, and friends—even in total 
strangers.     Thank You for Your everlasting 
presence Lord and in Jesus’ name, I pray.  

Saint John Baptist de La Salle - Pray for us! 

 


