
Today is Wednesday the 25 August, in the 

Twenty-First Week of Ordinary Time. 

Today’s reading is from the Gospel of Matthew.  

Matthew 23:27-32 

Jesus said, "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like                     
whitewashed tombs, which on the outside look beautiful, but inside they are full of              
the bones of the dead and of all kinds of filth.  So you also on the outside look righteous      
to others, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.  "Woe to you, scribes and      
Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the tombs of the prophets and decorate the graves of the 
righteous,  and you say, ‘If we had lived in the days of our ancestors, we would not have   
taken part with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.’  Thus you testify against     
yourselves that you are descendants of those who murdered the prophets.  Fill up, then, the 
measure of your ancestors. 

As you listened to today’s scripture you may have been hoping for words of comfort and 
inspiration.  But there is no feel-good factor on offer here. Jesus has a tough message to 
deliver.  He passionately accuses his listeners of hypocrisy, and he doesn't soften the 
blow.  If you had been reading the text, would you have been tempted to turn the page to 
find something more to my liking? 

Do Jesus’s words strike a chord in you?  Is he speaking to you?  Is he speaking about    
people you know? Or even about you?  

As you listen again, try to enter the scene:  imagine standing there in the crowd.  Jesus’s 
voice is hard.  He makes those shocking accusations!   I see how the people react. 

Take this opportunity to look deep into my heart, but to do so with courage and with trust 
in God.  Try to see yourself as God sees you, with all your strengths and weaknesses.   Let 
your innermost thoughts rise to the surface and share them with God.  Tell Him how you 
feel about all of this. 

End your prayer giving thanks to God who came to save you from all 
that is false. He loves you so much he speaks the truth that others dare 
not speak. 

Let us pray…. + 

Thank you God that you are with us always, that your presence is mighty, 
and you hear our prayers on behalf of those we love. We ask that you would 
show yourself strong on their behalf. Remind them that nothing is too    
difficult for you, and you are leading them through this difficult time,      
covering them in your care. We know and believe beyond any doubt, that 
your power and love will never fail. You are always trustworthy. You are      
all-powerful. You are fully able. You are Lord over every situation no matter 
how difficult it may seem. You are our healer and will never waste the pain 
we carry today. You promise to use all things for good in some way,         
because you are a God of miracles and nothing is too difficult for you. Thank 
you that you fight for us, even when we can’t see all that you’re doing,    
even when we can’t fully understand your ways. We know that nothing      
can ever separate us from your great love and care, and our loved            
ones are safe in your hands. We pray, In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

Saint John Baptist de La Salle - Pray for us! 

 


