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What if 
I’m not a 
Catholic?
The people who work in our District institutions 
– schools and educational centres, yourtown,
our central office at Bankstown – embrace a
wide range of personal beliefs.

Some have connections, even regular 
connections, with a Christian church; many 
do not. For some, especially in Pakistan, 
their connection is with another faith 
tradition. Others may have no religious 
affiliation at all. While it’s probably safe to 
assume that the background of perhaps 
most teachers in many of our schools 
is Catholic, even Roman Catholic, the 
statistics indicate that most Roman 
Catholics, in Australia at least, have little 
or no association with a church community.

John Baptist de La Salle’s fundamental 
conviction was that his work in establishing 
a community of educators in ‘the Christian 
Schools’ was God’s work. He believed 
that his Brothers were engaged in an 
essentially divine mission to ensure 
the profound and ultimate wellbeing 
of young people, especially ‘the poor’, 

and to encourage them towards the sort of 
competence that made them employable. 
That conviction, that our work is God’s 
work, remains at the heart of who we are 
and what we do.

What does that mean, in our very different 
twenty-first century situations, for people 
who do not share John Baptist de La Salle’s 
Christian faith?

When the De La Salle Brothers during the 
19th century expanded by invitation into some 
39 different countries of the then Ottoman 
Moslem Empire because of their teaching 
of simpler but more efficient commercial 
methods, their pupils were mainly Muslim. 
After 1852, when the Brothers’ schools 
expanded into many different lands of Asia 
their pupils were, and remain today, members 
of the great traditional religions of Asia.
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That is why, in re-formulating their definition 
of their Rule of life and their historical 
educational mission in 1986, the Brothers 
expressed it as “the human and Christian 
education of the young”. The educational gift 
that is offered is first of all a human gift based 
on Christian principles.  

It is certainly not appropriate to foist a 
Christian/Catholic perspective on people 
who do not see the world from that point of 
view. But it may be helpful for them to know 
how they and their work can be seen from 
that perspective.

On 27 October 1986, the same year in 
which the Brothers revised their Rule, Pope 
(now Saint) John Paul II organised a day 
of prayer for world peace at Assisi. 160 
leaders gathered there, representing 32 
Christian organisations and 11 other world 
religions. Four years later, reflecting on that 

extraordinary event, he wrote that it ‘was 
meant to confirm my conviction that every 
authentic prayer is prompted by the Holy 
Spirit, who is mysteriously present in every 
human heart’. He pointed out that God’s 
Spirit has been at work in the world since 
creation, and ‘leads us to broaden our vision 
in order to ponder his activity in every time 
and place’.

So, from a Catholic perspective, confirmed 
in the broadening experience of our 
Institute, God is present and at work ‘in 
every human heart’.

Not everyone may wish to see things that 
way, but everyone is entitled to consider that 
their work with or on behalf of young people 
is an expression of a creative and loving God 
present within them, and present within the 
young people they serve. 


