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The De La Salle Brothers commenced their
work in the Bathurst Diocese in January,
1927. It was as a result of an order from
the Superior General in Lembecq. The
then provincial, Brother Patrick Cawley,
was somewhat reluctant to move to the
diocese which had a long association with
the Patrician Brothers who had come in
1884 at the invitation of the first bishop of
Bathurst, Matthew Quinn.
Some suggest that Bishop Michael
O’Farrell, a Vincentian, who became bishop
in 1920 had been hearing good reports
of the De La Salle Brothers established in
the Vincentian parishes of Ashfield and
Malvern, and had requested brothers from
Br Paul Phelan the then provincial. The
indifferent report of W.Mahoney, a State
School headmaster, after an inspection of
Patrician schools confirmed the Bishop’s
dissatisfaction with the brothers whom
he had previously accused of flouting his
authority. This gave the bishop the excuse
he needed to terminate the services of the
Patrician Brothers at Bathurst and Dubbo
in 1924 and at Orange in 1927. Brother
Patrick acquiesced to the Bishop’s appeal
and Br Julian Lennon arrived in Dubbo on
27th January, 1927 and was joined by Br
Leopold Cathan who came from Sydney
with Brother Patrick, and Brothers Anselm
Hallam and Benjamin came by train from
the Novitiate at Cootamundra. The school
opened on 30th January with an enrolment
of 80 students. The arrangements provided
for the community included an annual
stipend of 120 pounds for each brother
and 60 pounds for a housekeeper. This was
the arrangement for all their schools in the
diocese – the Brothers would not undertake
any fund raising except an annual concert
to pay for their holidays. This emphasis
could be understood after the breakdown
of relations between the Patrician Brothers
and the Bishop.

Br. Patrick was happy to have
the brothers in Dubbo and
although he did not have
brothers to spare, he was
anxious to move into the
diocese especially when he
heard that Bishop Norton was
negotiating with the Marist
Brothers to take over the schools in Orange
and Bathurst. The Marists were unable to
come to the diocese until 1929, and so Br
Patrick, who was anxious to consolidate
the place of the De La Salle Brothers in the
diocese, was delighted when the former
Patrician Brothers school in Orange was
transferred to the De La Salle Brothers
in January 1928, when Brother Donatus
arrived in Orange.
Bishop Norton was happy with the work of
the brothers and requested brothers for
the Bathurst school. Patrick wrote to the
Assistant Superior as follows“ the good
work of the brothers is predisposing the
new Bishop towards us and if you give me
the necessary sanction Bathurst will be ours
----- Bathurst for us seems a necessity ---- in the first place it is in the same locality
as Orange and Dubbo, it is the Bishop’s
resident city and our acceptance keeps
out of the Diocese another Order”. Brother
Edward Jordan became the foundation
Director and Principal of Bathurst in January
1929.
During 1931 the Assistant Superior, Brother
Abban Philip, gave the following report
of his visit to the Bathurst Diocese to the
Brother Superior – “After a stay of two weeks
in Sydney I had to cross the mountains
which surround the coast area of Sydney to
make my way to the great Bathurst plain of
inland Australia where we have three fine
little schools in the Diocese of Bathurst.
All three are recent foundations: Bathurst
1930, Orange 1929 and Dubbo 1926.
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These three schools are staffed by
small communities of half-a-dozen
Brothers in each. They are very fine
small communities, very regular, and
entirely devoted to their pupils. They
are doing good work from every
point of view”.
The last foundation of the Brothers
in the Bathurst diocese was made
some years later. When the Brothers
opened at Lithgow it was another
foundation in the Archdiocese of
Sydney. The De La Salle Brothers
had a Boarding School, St Bernard’s
College Katoomba, opened to cater
for students forced to leave Sydney
at the beginning of World War11 and
to accommodate Oakhill boarding
students who wished to leave the
Sydney area. When St Bernard’s
was drawing day students from the
Lithgow area the Brothers agreed
to open La Salle Academy in 1953.
When the Diocesan borders were rearranged in the 1960’s, the Lithgow
area was transferred to the Bathurst
Diocese under Bishop Thomas.
In the early 1970’s when the Brothers
informed Bishop Thomas that they
would only be able to staff two
schools in the Diocese – Bathurst
had already closed in 1963 – he
suggested that the brothers retire
from Dubbo. Some Brothers seemed
to think at that time there were
rumours of another re-organisation
of diocesan boundaries, and Dubbo
was to move out of his diocese. It
was the Brothers’ choice to remain
in Dubbo, but in 1974 they withdrew
from Dubbo and remained in Orange
and Lithgow.

DUBBO
The Sacred Heart School
had been established in
Carrington Avenue, now
part of the Civic Centre
in Dubbo. Bishop Quinn
had invited the Patrician
Brothers to run the school
originally and the De La
Salle Brothers replaced the Sisters of Mercy
In 1927. There were 80 students comprising
all classes to Leaving Certificate.
The numbers increased
and Br Julian, an
experienced teacher,
presented three students
in 1929 to pass the
Leaving Certificate –
Frank McGuinn became
a priest for the diocese,
John Bromhead was killed in the War and Jim
Sullivan was the third member. Father Frank
McGuinn’s brother, the late Monsignor Jim
McGuinn always spoke with great respect for
Br Julian who had taught him all subjects in
the Leaving Certificate.
The Brothers had to walk each morning to
school as they resided in the famous “Pine
Cottage” built for the Taylor family in 1870.It
had been purchased by the diocese for the
Patrician Brothers in 1920, and the De La Salle
Brothers took up residence there in 1927.
Brothers’ House
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Sacred Heart

Early Gymnastics Display

1930 Community

1935 Community

De La Salle School 1936

As numbers increased in the school the
secondary classes were moved into “Pine
Cottage” and in 1932 the classes were
from 3rd class to 3rd Year, the two senior
classes occupied the Brothers’ House. An
extra brother joined the staff in 1934, and
when Br Alban became Principal plans
were drawn up to erect classrooms on the
George Street site, and these were blessed
by Bishop Norton in June, 1936. The
original site in Carrington Ave was sold to
the Council and the School was established
on the single campus with classes from 3rd
class to 3rd Year.

The numbers continued to grow and the
School gained State registration as an
Intermediate High School in 1937. It was
not until Brother Dositheus O’Dea became
principal in 1939 that there was some
stability in the leadership of the school as
previous Principals served only for two or
three years. He was the brother of Father
Jim O’Dea who had joined the Diocese
from Ireland. Bishop Norton recruited most
of his priests from Ireland although the
Brothers welcomed back to the school at
various times several ex-students - Fathers
John Moore, Frank and Jim McGuinn and
Harley Mackillop.
The numbers increased
each year and from 1940
the 3rd class remained at
the convent to help with
the increased secondary
enrolments. During Brother
Dositheus’s time a much
loved brother, Br Hilary
McInerney drowned at
Oakhill where he was looking after the
Juniorate students during the Christmas
holidays of 1944. A statue of St John Baptist
De la Salle was purchased by the students in
memory of Brother Hilary in 1945. Brother
Hilary was the inspiration for some students
who followed in his footsteps, including Br
Michael Lynch, Br Michael Fitzgerald, Br
Lou Page, Geoffrey Primmer, John Dodd
and others who gave service as brothers
over the years.
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Brother John Harney
assumed the direction of
the school in 1946 and
the secondary numbers
continued to increase. It
was during his time that
Br Denis Cotter who had
been on the staff since
1944 appreciated the
talent of many of the
students and produced several popular
musicals beginning in 1951. Brother Denis
continued with the musicals when he
became the Director of the school, and the
Dubbo parents and citizens were impressed
by such productions as “The Gondoliers”,
The “Mikado “and the “Pirates of Penzance”.
They were a great advertisement for the
school as they travelled to some of the
neighbouring western towns.
Brother Peter Duffy
followed Br Denis in 1957.
The local newspaper
under the heading of “De
La Salle College Growth”
referred to Brother Peter’s
experience as a former
Principal of schools in
Sydney and Melbourne
and more recently he
had opened the Brothers’ first school in
New Zealand. With an enrolment of almost
300 students and the introduction of the
Wyndham Report in all secondary schools,
it was obvious that extra facilities were
required, and in 1960 a new building with
extra classrooms, science room, office and
library was opened by Bishop Norton in the
presence of distinguished former students:
Rev Fathers J.Moore, F. and J. McGuinn and
Br Michael Lynch B. Sc, S. Maliphant, now
Assistant Trade Commissioner to Ceylon,
Lt-Col L. McGuinn, Wing Commander R.
Rankin, Mr A.Rankin BDS and Doctors F
and N. Stackpool. Sacred Heart College of
Carrington Avenue had grown since Bishop

Quinn had entrusted it to the Patrician
Brothers around 1880.

Br Leo Cleary became Principal in 1963
where several lay teachers were now part
of the staff. Brother saw the opportunity
to petition Bishop Thomas for a suitable
residence for the brothers, and during his
term of three years the famous “Pine Cottage”
was demolished and a new residence
completed. At the same time seminars were
conducted to prepare teachers for the new
Science and Mathematics courses, and Art
and Craft became part of the curriculum
under the Wyndham Scheme. Brother Leo
left at the end of 1965 for missionary work
in PNG.
St John College Dubbo. Teaching Staff 1965
“THE DUBBO LASALLIAN”

Standing: Brs Richard HANLON, Gregory
BRUCHHAUSER, Jack KIDD, Malachy YATES
Seated: Unknown, Unknown, Br Leo CLEARY, unknown
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Mon Dunne and Br Ignatius

Br Ignatius Kennedy succeeded Br Leo
in 1966 and it was during his term that
major decisions were made concerning
Catholic education in Dubbo because of
the requirements of the Wyndham syllabus.
A Parish Committee recommended to the
Bishop a fully integrated co-educational
system for the Catholic schools of Dubbo,
and after consultation with the Provincials of
the De La Salle Brothers and the Sisters of
Mercy and meetings between school staff, it
was agreed that a Brother would be Principal
of the Secondary at De La Salle with a Sister
as Deputy. Five sisters would travel to the
Secondary and join five lay teachers and
four brothers. A Sister would be Principal of
the Primary school assisted by Br Theodore
who would travel each day by Honda.

Br Theodore and Primary Sisters

Additional classrooms, Science and Art
rooms, toilets and library were built during
1968. It was not until 1969 that St John’s
College became a reality with a new badge
designed by Br Gregory who by this time
was recognised as one of the leading artists
in Dubbo, where he taught Evening classes
at Dubbo Technical College. He was as
well the Dubbo City Council’s delegate for
the Regional Art Galleries Association and
President of the Dubbo Art Society.
Br Malachy returned to Dubbo as Principal
in 1972 after having been on the staff during
the 1960’s and found a vastly different
College, well-appointed and with a new look
as an established co-educational Catholic
College. It was about this time that the De
la Salle Provincial informed Bishop Thomas
that he could only staff two schools in the
diocese, but he would leave it to the Bishop
to decide what schools would retain the
services of the Brothers. It was somewhat
disappointing to the Brothers when Bishop
Thomas chose Orange and Lithgow.

Last Community

Br Anselm Bishop Thomas Br Quentin
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The Brothers were officially farewelled at
a Mayoral reception attended by Bishop
Thomas, Br Quentin Provincial of the
De La Salle Brothers and his Auxiliary Br
Raphael and Brothers Theodore, Luke,
William, Ignatius and the current Principal
of St John’s, Brother Malachy Yates and Br
Anselm, a member of the first community.
The Mayor, Ald. Ken Marshall, said all in the
city regretted their departure. “Education
in our city will suffer for their withdrawal
although we appreciate the reason why
such a move must be made”. Br Quentin
speaking for the De la Salle Brothers said
his Order very much regretted the need to
leave Dubbo. “

Our association with this city has been most
rewarding over 47 years. We have striven to
give young men and more recently young
women a good Christian upbringing in
Dubbo and I am sure many of our former
students have made lasting contributions.
We will not be here but St John’s College will
continue to fulfil its role in the educational
life of the city.”
Principal of St John’s, Br Malachy, thanked
the Council for its assistance over the years
and remarked, “Our school will always be
linked with local government in Dubbo as
the present site of the Dubbo Civic Centre
was the first home of our school in 1927”

1972 Staff and Graduation Ceremony
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ORANGE
Brother Donatus
Slattery arrived
in Orange on 7th
January, 1928 and
was met at the
railway station by
the Father Searson
and taken to the Presbytery as the residence
for the brothers was not yet ready. When
the priests left for their retreat it was
arranged for him to have his meals at Ryan’s
Victoria Hotel near the railway crossing. He
was joined by Brothers Dositheus, Joseph
and Brendan who arrived on the 4 am
train on 27th January, and after resting
at the presbytery the community took up
residence in Summer Street that evening.
The school, with classes from 3rd Class
to 2nd Year, opened on 30thJanuary. Br
Patrick Provincial arrived later in the week
and assigned brothers to their respective
classes and spoke to the boys, distributing
buttons and medals of St De La Salle and
congratulated them on their behaviour
and appearance. Bishop M. O’Farrell CM
wrote to the Director as follows “I grant you
very willingly my blessing for your school
and your work and I hope God will fructify
the efforts of the brothers in Orange.” He
also mentioned that he would discuss
the naming of the School with his coadjutor, Bishop Norton, to see if there was
any difficulty. It would seem that Brother
Donatus had discussed the name “De La
Salle” with him.
At the St Patrick’ night concert the boys
from the school contributed five items, for
which they were warmly applauded. The
clergy and the parents were delighted with
the efforts of the boys.

Summer Street School and Residence

The Bishop visited the school on 3rd April
and was very pleased with the boys and
promised that he would be present to hear
the choir singing at the Holy Thursday Mass
later in the week but he died suddenly that
night in the presbytery.

Original Classrooms

On December 3rd the Sisters of Mercy
celebrated their Golden Jubilee at a
Solemn Pontifical Mass presided over
by the Apostolic Delegate, Dr Cattaneo,
and the singing featured the combined
choir of boys and girls. In the evening Dr
Cataneo visited the Brothers with the parish
priest and spent some time with them in
conversation, imparting his blessing before
he departed. The Brothers, I am sure, felt
that their first year in Orange had been
most successful and looked forward to a
bright future in the city of Orange.
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Brothers in Orange 1927-28

Orange Community 1929

Left to right: Seated: Adrian (Colman) Donohoe, Donatus
Slattery, Henry Joseph Sullivan.
Standing: Brendan Carroll, Dosethius O’dea

Seated left to right: Oswald Ambrose,
Donatus Slattery, Dosethius O’dea
Standing: Anthony Ulric, Henry Joseph Sullivan

School opened in 1929 with an enrolment
of 160, a small increase from the opening
year and in April Brother Oswald Doherty, a
young brother from the Novitiate joined the
community. Sadly, his apostolate was very
brief as at the end of July he was hospitalised
with influenza and died suddenly on 5th
August. This was a blow to all concerned
as he had made a great impression on all
associated with the School. I quote from the
local newspaper.

The soul of this young Brother must
have been very dear to Our Lord when
it pleased Him to take him to Himself in
the first fervour of his religious life. What
generous young heart will take his place
in the Lord’s vineyard.”

“He arrived in Orange on 17th April and
despite his comparatively short sojourn
there he was held in the highest esteem by
his pupils and all who had the pleasure of his
acquaintance. He was admired for his many
excellent qualities, and particularly for his
grand, gentle character, which made him
such a general favourite….…………… Many
expressed regret that a young life should
have been taken away so suddenly, and
that the Congregation should have been
deprived of such a promising member;
but there is very much consolation in the
thought expressed by one of the parents
who came to offer sympathy,”

This question seems to have been
answered promptly as in that same year and
in the years following many pupils offered
themselves to the Brothers’ Novitiate, and
several of them spent a lifetime in service to
Our Lord – Michael Connolly (Br Clement),
Ken Higgins (Brother Alexius), Harry
Collins (Br Basil), all of whom gave service
in the Bathurst Diocese. James McGowan
died as a junior novice at Oakhill in 1934,
and was followed by William Allman (Br
Finian), Br Dominic Della Bosca, Br Paul
Kent, Br Timothy Peter, Br Gary Coyte
and Br Michael Neville. Les Press, Frank
Maguire, Jack Gunnell, Michael Lemmon,
Peter Wallace, Terry Farrell gave many
years teaching as brothers.
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The entertainment provided by the
students at the St Patrick concert and
their Annual December Concert created
real interest in the city and after their
December 1932 concert we read in the
local paper, “It is just four years since the
De La Salle brothers opened a branch of
their College in Orange, in succession
to the Patrician Brothers, who for many
years had been closely associated with
the town, and since their occupancy of
the well-known school in Summer street
manifestations of progress among the
students and the ability of the teachers
have been most marked, and the College
now ranks as one of our foremost scholastic
institutions. These pleasing facts perhaps,
more noticeable to those connected with
St. Joseph’s church, because they are
afforded many opportunities of observing
the high standard of education employed
by the Brothers, and in many directions
their efforts are proving of inestimable
benefit, not only for the advancement of
their young charges, but also in creating
a n a g re ea b l e at m o s p h e re , w h i c h ,
nowadays is so essential when dealing
with the rising generation.”

These results were turned around the
following year with all successful. Because
of the lack of accommodation the four
students for Leaving Certificate were sent to
Armidale. Mr Kelly inspected the school and
was most complimentary on the standard
reached. The administration felt that the
future of the College, in the tradition of
De La Salle, was bright especially with the
promised improvement in buildings.

Br Louis Flanagan assumed direction of
the school after Br Donatus and in 1934
the first two pupils, Max Eyles and Ted
Burgess were presented for the Leaving
Certificate and eight for the Intermediate.
Both students were successful, but only
three were successful in the Intermediate
as it was generally accepted that it was a
weak class.
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1941 Class

Brother Victor Eviston assumed direction
of the College and 1936 was a most
successful year with it being the only
school in the diocese to gain a State
Bursary and with all candidates successful
in the Qualifying Certificate and nine out
of ten successful in the Intermediate. The
following year in October Bishop Norton
blessed and opened the new additions and
renovated classrooms, also present were
Father Sheahan Administrator and parish
clergy with the local Mayor, Dr Matthews,
who complimented the Catholic people on
the work being done to beautify the town,
and expressed the hope that the Catholic
community would continue to flourish.
It was in 1938 that the Ex-students Association
was formed with eighty former students
attending to elect Fred Bernasconi as
President. A general Communion was held
for the group on the last Sunday in May. At
the Sesqui-centenary celebrations of 1938
the local press reported that the Catholic
students, were outstanding especially De La
Salle for their gymnastic display.
When school opened in 1939 the enrolment
had almost doubled which necessitated an
extra teacher, the first lay teacher, as there
was no brother available.

Anzac Day March

Mr Garretty, a former student of the
Brothers in Bathurst, who had won a
Teachers College scholarship after finishing
his schooling at St Stanislaus College, was
engaged while he awaited an appointment
in the State system.
Handball was a very popular sport among
the brothers and the clergy in Orange and
as a result a new handball court was built
on the school property. Father Sheahan PP
welcomed Bishop Norton when he blessed
the New Handball court. Brother Director
Ronan spoke as well Mayor Matthews
before an exhibition game by the NSW
handball champions. It was about this time
that the three Schools in Bathurst, Orange
and Dubbo commenced their Annual
Sports carnival competing for the Provincial
Shield in Athletics and Rugby League in
August at the end of second term.
The 1940 examination results were the
best ever when sixteen boys passed the
Intermediate Certificate of whom two were
awarded State Bursaries – Greg Petfield,
and John Thomas who later attended St
Stanislaus College. John Thomas, Colin
Maley and Greg Maley passed Public
Service Exams – John Thomas being 10th
in the State.
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During the War years the Orange brothers
remained in their community for holidays
and were joined by Bathurst and Dubbo
communities for their annual retreat.
Numbers increased as boys from Sydney
came to the country because of the war.
Each year students continued to do well
in examinations for the Intermediate and
the annual Public Service exams. They
excelled in their participation in the annual
St Patrick night concerts and in their own
Annual concert where proceeds went to the
brothers to pay for their annual holidays –
all other fund raising was for the parish. His
Lordship Bishop Norton visited regularly
for these functions and rarely missed the
feast of De La Salle when he would attend
and say Mass in the Brothers’ Oratory and
have breakfast with the brothers.
During the 1940’s the enrolments continued
to increase and Examination results were
judged satisfactory and the Bishop was
always complimentary of students he
examined for Confirmation. The school
continued to impress at the St Patrick
Night entertainment and their own Annual
Concert had to be played over two nights
because of those wishing to attend. The
local newspaper was most complimentary in
their reporting these functions. Perhaps one
of these reports sums up the sentiments of
parents and citizens of Orange and I quote
one report under the following heading.
BOYS ENTERTAIN
– DAZZLING GYMNASTIC DISPLAY
– OUTSTANDING CHORAL EFFORTS
“A Programme embracing something
different, which must necessitate careful
concentration and a tremendous amount of
work on the part of the teachers, is always
presented at the annual entertainment given
by the students of De La Salle College, and
this year they certainly excelled themselves.

This noted performance, which took place
at the Strand Theatre in the presence of a
crowded gathering, including a large number
of proud parents, was easily the best these
well trained boys have yet given, because
their contribution, greater in number than
on previous occasions, and all excellently
prepared, were entirely new and presented
a galaxy of talent that would be difficult to
surpass by any scholastic institution.
Not being acquainted with the inner working
of this College, nor with the personal
qualifications of the Brothers in charge,
we are not in a position to give credit to
any particular one for such unique items;
but those responsible for the gymnastic
displays and also the singing have certainly
proved that they are capable of training
their bright young charges on the right
lines; and, whilst offering our heartiest
congratulations, we feel sure their untiring
efforts have the very sincere thanks of the
parents. The De La Salle College, because
of its high standards and distinct successes
in various directions, is an institution of
which the citizens of Orange have every
reason to be justly proud.”
The 1950’saw a considerable
increase in enrolments and
once again accommodation
was a problem with more than
300 students – the Bishop
agreed to pay a lay teacher a
weekly salary of five pounds.
The new Provincial, Brother
Jerome Foley, approached
the Bishop about regular support for the
Brothers who existed on a very fragile and
uncertain budget, and at the same time
were forbidden to organise any functions
other than an annual concert to pay for
holidays and their retreat.
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The State Inspector visited the school
with a view of renewing registration and
complained about the size of classes
and suggested that more teachers were
required. Later Bishop Norton inspected
the grounds with the view of a building
programme for both De La Salle and Santa
Maria girls.
Br Dominic & Community, 1940’s
The Bishop, in a letter to Brother Jerome,
said that after contacting the Parish Priest of
Dubbo and the Administrators of Bathurst
and Orange each brother would be paid
an annual salary of 175 pounds, to be paid
quarterly in advance while the housekeeper
would be paid 3 pounds each week. No
other fund raising was to take place other
than the already existing arrangement of
an annual concert. While informing the
Brothers of this arrangement he urged the
Principals to look to increasing fees in each
of the Schools.
Brother Dositheus O’Dea
from Dubbo replaced
Brother Dominic Finn
in 1951 twenty years
after leaving Orange as
one of the foundation
community as a young 19
year old brother. Numbers
continued to increase to a record of 364
students where all classes were in excess
of 50 students with two classes over 60. All
Intermediate students passed in Stanislaus
Bathurst or with the brothers at Katoomba
or Armidale, parents began to ask why
there was nothing beyond Intermediate for
their sons at De La Salle.

Brother Dositheus was able to announce
at the close of 1952 that two new
classrooms and a Science room were to
be constructed in 1953, and in 1954 the
first class of students commenced study
at De La Salle for the Leaving Certificate.
Enrolments reached 520 students with the
additional senior classes and as a result
of the excellent results in 1955 and 1956
Brother Dositheus received notice that the
Bursary endowment Board had granted full
registration under the Bursary Act and the
College could now receive State Bursars
for courses from 1st to 5th year. At last he
had achieved his ambition and De La Salle
was recognised as a Leaving Certificate
High School. It was about this time that
Br Dositheus informed parents that the
College would be adopting a distinctive
School uniform and asked for their support.

Leaving Class 1955
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Br Donatus visits the community
During his time at the College Brother
Dositheus was fortunate to have his brother
Father Jim O’Dea, a popular diocesan
priest, also serving in Orange, but it was
a great shock to Brother Dositheus, and a
loss to the city when he died suddenly. Br
Dositheus was the longest serving Principal
from 1951 to 1959 and left a school that
was well established, had the support of the
parents and was considered their choral and
gymnastic ability at public concerts, and for
their exemplary conduct towards visitors
to the School. During the 1960’s the Exstudents Association revived and assisted
in providing funds for a library and assisted
in smaller projects at the school. The exstudents of De Salle became a source of
great pride – Pat Ford was welcomed back
to the school when he won the Australian
Lightweight Boxing title.

Br Philip and Leaving class

The Orange community and especially
the ex-students were shocked in 1961
with the news of the death from cancer
of Br Josephus Lloyd who had worked in
the school from 1951 to 1959 until he was
forced to return to Sydney for treatment.
He had been one of the teachers involved
with the successful introduction of the
Leaving Certificate in 1955. The ex-students
presented a statue of St John Baptist de La
Salle in honour of Brother Josephus which
is erected in the grounds of James Sheahan
High School.
De La Salle College, Orange

Winners of De La Salle Football Cup;
Runners-Up in Orange Under 17 Competition
Br Philip and First XIII 1956

Over the years the school
was proud to welcome
former students who
h a d b e e n o rd a i n e d
to the priesthood and
had spent all or part of
their education at De La
Salle. Father A. Commins
completed his education at St Stanislaus
College and joined the Vincentian Fathers
in the late 1940’s, others included Claver
Munday OFM, Peter Ryan CM, Brian Murphy
for the diocese as well as Adrian Horgan
and Peter Dresser, Pat McAtamney, Bryan
Carroll MSC who sadly died only two years
after ordination.
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Brother Philip O’Brien became Director of
the College in 1960 and paid high tribute
to Brother Dositheus when he said, “In
his nine years of office the school at De
La Salle Orange blossomed into fullness
as a scholastic institution”. Br Phillip saw
the necessity of more classrooms where
the Leaving Certificate class had reached
more than 20 students. The Brothers found
Monsignor O’Doherty a pleasure to work
with and they soon moved into a new
residence, the adjacent Leahey’s flats, and
their old residence and some of the original
classrooms were demolished and a new
block of eight classrooms, staff rooms and
toilet facilities were completed. The results
of the early Leaving Certificate classes were
excellent and the numbers increased until
the last class in 1965 numbered 25 students.
These facilities were not sufficient for a full
secondary school after the introduction
of the Wyndham curriculum. There were
long term plans for full coeducation in the
Orange Catholic schools so the decision
was taken to transfer the Year 11 and 12
boys to Santa Maria in1966 where new
buildings had recently been completed. De
La Salle became a School Certificate Boys’
School with primary classes, and would
remain such until the parish could provide
a new Secondary school at Norton Park.

During the next ten years
there were several Principals
including Br Paul Rigney
(Cassian), Martin Jolley,
Kilian Ryan, Celestine Gavin
and in 1976 John Corkeron
and John Walch, but with
the decision to sell the site
to help finance the new
Norton Park Secondary little
changed at De La Salle. In
the early 70’s Br Kilian with
Sister Marjorie Hennessy,
Principal of Santa Maria,
travelled to Sydney and
Canberra to inspect new
schools with a view to being
able to direct architects
and assist members of the
parish building committee
which was meeting
regularly. The building was
delayed because of lack
of finance and the later
meetings that Br Celestine attended in
1974-75 were mainly concerned with the
obtaining of Commonwealth grant money
and State government interest assistance
as well as the sale of the Summer Street
site. Plans were prepared but with delays it
was not until 1976 that work began on the
new buildings to be completed in 1977.
James Sheahan Catholic
Co-educational High
S c h o o l w a s o ffi c i a l l y
Blessed and Opened on
26th February 1978 by
Bishop Thomas assisted by
Father Kane, pastor of West
Orange and Father O’Mahoney pastor of
East Orange. The large crowd in attendance
included many priests, De La Salle Brothers
and Religious Sisters, parents and students.
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Bishop Thomas in
his opening remarks
a n n o u n c e d t h at t h e
school would be named
after Monsignor James
Sheahan, a great and
humble priest who for fifty
years had faithfully served
the people of Orange. When Monsignor
Sheahan rose to speak he was greeted by
sustained applause, and said that he was
surprised and astonished when he heard
that the school would bear his name.

enrolment of 640 students and a staff of
40 teachers. Brother Frederick had been
Principal on the site for more than two years
when the girls moved from Santa Maria with
their Principal, Sister Mar0jorie Hennessy,
and initially the Catholic Education Office
seemed to think that the School could
function with Co-Principals but this proved
unworkable and eventually Sister Marjorie
accepted her position as Deputy Principal.
Santa Maria College became the central
Primary school and Br Gerald Barrett joined
the primary staff.

Br Quentin Provincial was
asked to name a Principal
for the new school when Br
John Corkeron could not
return, and he nominated
Br Frederick Sheridan
who arrived in Orange
in January 1977. Brother
Raymond Concannon, the
Deputy at the time, had been a long standing
and popular member of the staff at De La
Salle and prominent in sporting activities
in the city. He was able to arrange with Pat
Nagle and parents for the transportation of
all the school furniture to the Norton Park
site at the end of the first term 1977. Form
7-10 boys moved to the Norton Park site,
the beginning of James Sheahan, though
the name was not formally announced by
Bishop Thomas until the Official Opening
on 12 February 1978. The primary boys
remained at the Summer Street site with Br
Aloysius Hurrell as Principal until 1979.

Th e S u m m e r S t re e t
site had to be vacated
by the end of with
Co-Principals but this
proved unworkable and
eventually Sister Marjorie
accepted her position as
Deputy Principal. Santa
Maria College became
the central Primary school and Br Gerald
Barrett joined the primary staff. The Summer
Street site had to be vacated by the end
of 1979 so the brothers had to move to a
temporary residence in East Orange until
their residence was completed adjacent
to James Sheahan later in 1980. Br Xavier
Hayes set about developing the rose
gardens around James Sheahan with the
roses he had nurtured at the Summer Street
site for many years. Brother had been
Principal during 1931-32, and returned in
1967 to spend fifteen more years in the
classroom before he retired in 1982. He
had travelled each day to James Sheahan
to teach French, and was farewelled in 1985
when he entered a Nursing home in Sydney
and died in 1987.

At the beginning of 1980
the reorganization of
the Catholic schools in
Orange occurred when all
secondary students from
Santa Maria moved to
the new James Sheahan
Catholic High with an
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Brother Colin Griffin relieved Br Fred
of some responsibilities when became
Director of the Brothers’ community
in1981, and was succeeded in 1983 by
Br Phillip Elwin who worked with Janet
Anderson and Jill Korff in setting up the
new Library completed in 1982.
Br Frederick was a popular
Principal of James Sheahan
High School and in the
Sheahan News of 10th
December he thanked
all parents and students
sincerely for their support
over the eight years he
had served in Orange. Br
Frederick designed the School crest which
is based on the Sheahan family crest and the
motto “Semper Paratus, Always Prepared,”
is the Sheahan family motto, while the Star
is taken from the crests of De La Salle and
Santa Maria, and the school colours royal
blue, gold and red from the two schools. Br
Fred died in 2006 after a battle with cancer.
The year 12 class of 1983 came back to
the school to donate a Wollemi Pine in his
honour. The tree was planted at a ceremony
early in 2007 and many Brothers who had
taught in Orange along with ex-students
attended the gathering. James Sheahan
was only five years old as a fully functional
coeducational high school when Brother
John Cantwell became Principal in 1985.
The facilities grew as new buildings and
work on the grounds continued. Computers
became a fact of life and the academic and
cultural life of the school was enhanced.
Proper emphasis was placed on religious
education which led to the implementation
of the Religious Education Guidelines for
the Bathurst Diocese.

The construction of the School Chapel
under parish priest, Father Delaney, a
former student of St Patricks Bathurst, was
an important development as Brother
John, with unwavering Lasallian purpose,
directed the school as an established and
respected Catholic High School. The school
had the luxury of a full-time chaplain, Father
Adrian Horgan, and a School counsellor
was appointed. A daily prayer time and
meeting for staff members commenced
under Brother John.
Brother John left for
overseas studies in 1990
and was replaced by
Brother Peter McIntosh
as Principal. Brother
Peter was an experienced
Principal and ex-student
of St Patrick’s Bathurst
who looked forward to
service in his home diocese. This was to be
his last appointment and he was welcomed
by parish priest, Mons Jennings who hoped
to draw on his experience as he was about
to begin a large building programme at
James Sheahan.
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The considerable extensions provided
specialist facilities for Technical subjects, Art
and Home Science, more comfortable staff
facilities and extra classrooms to replace the
demountable classrooms being used for
Senior classes. It was his desire that James
Sheahan High would have at its disposal
the latest technology. He was immensely
proud of the new buildings and especially
the technology facilities he provided for
the school. Sadly Mons.Jennings died the
week before the official opening of these
facilities by Bishop Dougherty in 1994.
Monsignor Jennings was also anxious to
establish a strong Agricultural department at
James Sheahan and Martin McGee worked
with Br Peter in establishing a Poll Hereford
Stud where students became prominent
and successful in exhibiting stock in the local
shows and in wider competitions.

Brother
Lawrence
King joined Br Peter as
Special Assistant in 1994
replacing Br Celestine
Gavin, the Director of
the Brothers’ Community
since 1989 and Principal
of De La Salle 1974-75.
Brother Lawrence retained this position
when Mrs Ann-Marie Pawsey became
Principal in 1996 until the Brothers left
Orange at the end of 1998.
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The parish notices of 23 July welcomed the
decision of Br Kevin Provincial to maintain
the community of the De La Salle Brothers
in Orange and quoted Br Kevin, “We are
deeply aware of and appreciate the support
given by the people of Orange and the
surrounding area.”

Anne-Marie Pawsey

Brother Lawrence was no stranger to
Orange as he had been Assistant to Br
Frederick in 1978-79 at the beginning of
James Sheahan High, when the secondary
boys at Summer Street had moved to the
Norton Park site. He was the last De La
Salle Brother to serve in school in the
Bathurst diocese where the Brothers had
worked since Br Julian Lennon arrived in
Dubbo in 1927.
Brother Kevin Moloney, Provincial of the De
La Salle Brothers, had named a successor
to Br Peter McIntosh in 1995 only to
be informed by Father Keady, Director
of Education for the Diocese, that the
Bishop felt that it was time to introduce
lay administration at James Sheahan, and
that he would be advertising the position.
Brother Peter was asked to inform the
parents before the end of July.

Brother Peter remained in Orange to be
near his mother who was in a nursing
home in Bathurst, but after her death
he was transferred at the end of 1997.
A new Community Director was named
who would work with Br Lawrence in the
school but there was no position for him
at James Sheahan. The Provincial and his
Council decided that the Brothers would
close the community and leave Orange at
the end of 1998.
In answering a letter from Mr J Mullen,
President of the P&F at James Sheahan, Br
David Provincial said that he appreciated
the affirming comments regarding the
Brothers and agreed that their contribution
has been outstanding and will be missed,
and he quoted from his recent press
release, “Unfortunately there have not
been full-time positions available for
Brothers at James Sheahan Catholic High
in recent years”.

Brother Peter quoted in his letter to the
parents the correspondence from Brother
Provincial Kevin Moloney, “The De La Salle
Brothers accept this decision and will
maintain our involvement in and support
for James Sheahan as members of the High
School staff for the immediate future.”
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De La Salle Brothers, Orange Community

Sunday Mass at St Josephs & Morning Tea

Left to right: Br Dominic, Br Javier, Mrs Meryl Hillan
(who has cared for the Brothers for the past 15 years),
Br Lawrence, and Br Edward

Brother Lawrence remained as Special
Assistant to the new lay Principal for three
years working as the only brother in the
school which he found increasingly more
difficult on his own. After the Community
left Orange at the end of 1998 the Brothers’
residence was vacant for some time until
the decision was taken to renovate it as
an administration centre. It was formally
opened as De La Salle House in 2002,
as James Sheahan Catholic High School
Administration Centre.
The Brothers were officially farewelled at a
formal dinner at the Orange Ex-Services club
attended by more than 200 well-wishers
and 22 Brothers, former teachers and
students at Orange on Friday night of the
weekend of 14th November 1998, followed
by a Mass of Thanksgiving and Morning Tea
in Kenna Hall on Sunday morning. A special
guest was Brother Joseph Sullivan who was
a member of the first community in 1928.

Monsignor McNamee paid a special tribute
with much feeling, “As the Brothers of the
De la Salle Order leave Orange we would
like to pay tribute to them as individuals
and educators. My personal association with
them goes back nearly 50 years to when I
worked with them in Bathurst, and came to
experience their personal worth and their
collective contribution to education in our
Catholic schools. They were men - mostly
young in those years - who gave their lives
to the service of God through Catholic
education, but I especially treasure the
memories of their friendship to me as a
young missionary priest from Ireland. I have
worked with them in various capacities over
the years and have come more and more
to admire their work and their personal
dedication to their students, which has
engendered lifelong friendships. One meets
day after day, men of all ages, whose lives
have been enriched by the care, concern
and devoted dedication of the Brothers. We
are sad that, due to the times in which we
live, we no longer can have their services,
but they will continue to enrich the lives of
people wherever they may go.

Br Peter, Mons McGuinn, Mr & Mrs Walsh
Br Fred with friends at dinner
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Brothers attending the Farewell. From the left- Br Peter, Father Paul,
Br Lawrence, Br Joseph, Br Michael, Br Xavier, Br Paul (Cassian),
Br Raymund, Br Gerald, Br Philip, Br Donald, Br Dominic.

As we say our last farewell to them this week, we thank them for their
contribution to the people of this area, for their personal friendship and for
the example of their lives in our midst”

JAMES SHEAHAN STAFF 1991
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BATHURST
Bathurst was the third of the
Patrician Brothers’ schools that
were entrusted to the De La
Salle Brothers. After the opening in Orange
Br Patrick Cawley heard that Bishop Norton
had invited the Marist brothers to come to
Bathurst so he immediately approached
his Superiors emphasising the importance
of moving into Bathurst, as it was the
Bishop’s resident city, and it would remove
any possibility of another Order entering
the diocese. Brother Edward Jordan
and three brothers moved to Bathurst in
January 1929 and took charge of a school
of 113 primary and 22 secondary students.
The diocese already owned St Stanislaus
College, a full secondary boarding school
for boys, managed by the Vincentian
Fathers together with All Hallows, a junior
boarding school for boys conducted by
the Dominican nuns. During the early years
in Bathurst, St Patricks always had difficulty
in retaining numbers in the secondary
department and the better off families
were happy to pay the fees at All Hallows
and St Stanislaus.

St Patricks School and Monastery

Brother Edward had already
been in charge of Sydney
schools and had proved
himself, and the men with him
made a good impression. Their
first effort was to organise the
Annual St Patricks day march
and display which was a great success. At
the Bathurst Show the boys won most of the
prizes for Art and in other School exhibits.
The boys impressed for their choral work
and gymnastic displays but secondary
numbers remained low. Secondary boys
had attended St Stanislaus from 1924 when
the Patrician brothers left and the Sisters of
Mercy had taught the primary boys. It took
some years for secondary numbers to grow
from the original 22 in two classes as the
Intermediate boys stayed at St Stanislaus
for that year.
The original St Patrick’s College had been
opened by the Patrician Brothers in 1884.
The monastery and school building were
situated on the corner of George and Keppel
Street next door to the Bishop’s House.
A Boarding School for Girls managed by
the Sisters of Mercy and the Cathedral
occupied the same block. Brother Edward
presented his report each year at the
Annual Prizegiving and the Bishop and
Father Dunne were most high in their praise
of the work in the school. The feast of De La
Salle was observed in the Cathedral with
a High Mass. Father
Howard CM gave the
address and it caused
quite a deal of publicity
in the local Press. The
Bishop always visited
the brothers to say
Mass in their Oratory
or to dine with them on
the feast day.
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Early School Group, Br Edward on far left

When Br Damian Morgan became principal
in 1934 the numbers had increased to 215
students. This was his first appointment
and there had been some changes in the
community - two young brothers replaced
experienced men. During the year the
Administrator, Father M.Dunne, called on
the Inspector for the Diocese, Mr Kelly, a
retired Headmaster of the State Schools to
inspect the schools in June. His report was
not favourable but was only given to Brother
Damian at the end of the year. Father Dunne
wrote to Brother Provincial at the end of the
year sending him the report and requesting
two experienced men the following year, and
as well pointed out many of the weaknesses
he observed in the school – priests found
classes inattentive, rooms untidy and a
general restlessness in the school and a
poor knowledge of Religion when examined
for Confirmation. At the same time, he spoke
highly of the brothers as edifying, loyal and
generous men.
St Patricks Day run by the Brothers

During 1935 there was much correspondence
between the Bishop and the Provincial
concerning teachers in Bathurst and
buildings in Orange and financial stipends
for the brothers. The Bishop referred to
the forthcoming visit of Brother Romuald
Assistant General and hinted that if he and
the Bishop were not satisfied then there was
a canonical solution.
Brother Romuald met with the Bishop and
listened to his complaints but referred the
matters to the Provincial to solve. There was
even a hint from the bishop during the year
to his parish Administrators that they may
be able to find a cheaper Institute to run the
schools, but they would need twelve months’
notice if there was to be any change. It was a
difficult year and was a low point in relations
between the Brothers and the Diocese.
Brother Edward Jordan
the popular pioneer
director of the school
returned as Director in
1936 and seemed to turn
things around, so much
so that when Mr Kelly
again inspected the school, he expressed
complete satisfaction with all classes.
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Results were very good in all classes and
students again won State bursaries to be
taken out at St Stanislaus. At the end of
the year Br Edward had finished his work
in Bathurst and another Irishman, Brother
Eugene, who had been on the staff for the
previous two years, was appointed for 1937.
The results for 1936 were excellent and the
Bishop and Father Dunne congratulated
the brothers, and visited classes assuring
the students that there was no reason to
leave the school until they had gained their
Intermediate. Father King at St Stanislaus
assured Brother Eugene that he would not
accept boys wishing to transfer from St Pats,
and as a result Br Eugene refused some
parents who approached him for transfer
to St Stanislaus.
Brother Eugene established good relations
with Father Dunne and the Bishop and
informed the Provincial that he was making
efforts to improve the collection of fees - at
one time when questioned about fees it was
revealed that there were only 75 parents who
paid fees and 100 paid no fees. He had to be
careful as Catholic parents in the Bathurst
diocese were refused the Sacraments if
they sent their children to State schools.
Brother Eugene’s time saw good progress
at St Patricks and things seemed to settle
down, enrolments increased and 1939
results in the eleven students who passed
the Intermediate was a record.

At the Bathurst Education Conference of
1939 after the Physical education display
by the students Brother John and Brother
Joseph were complimented by Mr Young,
the physical education officer of the NSW
Education department. The Bathurst press
reported his comments - he spoke of the
precision of the different sections, and spoke
so enthusiastically of the horse vaulting and
the pyramid work shown by the St Patrick’s
School troupe. “It was exceptionally well
carried out and highly finished,” he said.
This year also marked the beginning of the
De La Salle Sport competition of the three
diocesan De La Salle schools and Bathurst
won all three Athletics cups.
Brother John Harney, after some time on
the staff, assumed the position of Director
in 1940. He was pleased to welcome
the Bishop who visited the school to
congratulate classes on their results – the
most successful Intermediate class with
eleven passes and State bursaries won by
students as well. The numbers increased to
a record of 282 during the years under Br
John – State Inspector Mr Morrow and the
Catholic Inspector Father Murphy gave very
favourable reports. The staff comprised six
brothers two of whom taught the three
secondary classes, and four taught the
primary classes.
Br Leo Caldwell became Director in 1944
after a successful result in 1943 when
15 passed the Intermediate. The yearly
programme of events followed a pattern
with involvement in the St Patrick Day
celebrations when all the schools marched in
competition to the Sports ground followed
by a combined sports programme. The
brothers were involved in the organisation
as well as contributing choral items for the
parish concert.
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On another occasion he was high in his
praise of Br Philbert as he left for missionary
work in Malaysia, and mentioned particularly
how he had been so generous with his time
in assisting at All Hallows School for junior
boarders. The custom of the Bishop was to
visit the school at the beginning of each
year with praise for the students and thanks
to the brothers for the successful results of
the previous year.

This was an occasion when the school
was on parade and was favourably seen
by parents and the city. Father Leo Grant,
a newly ordained young priest, became
very involved with the senior boys of the
school and established the St Pats Club
for the ex-students.
Br Leo applied several times for registration
of the school as an Intermediate School
so that it could conduct an Internal
Intermediate and hold its bursars, but it
was refused because of insufficient staff
and lack of facilities. Science was managed
from a cupboard of chemicals in the corner
of one of the secondary classrooms with
a minimum of basic equipment. Even with
these shortcomings a year rarely passed
without at least one Intermediate bursary
and bursaries in primary which had to be
taken out at St Stanislaus College.
The Annual Prize giving was another
important occasion when the Principal
delivered his report and the Bishop or
Administrator presided. There were always
some positive words from the Bishop – on
one occasion drawing attention to the loss
sustained by the Brothers in the Spanish civil
war, when more than a hundred brothers
lost their lives.

Funds were always scarce
and from the first agreement
with the diocese Brothers
were not allowed to be
involved in any fundraising,
and all fees were handed
to the Parish while they
were paid originally 125
pounds for each brother with 25 shillings
per week for a housekeeper. This was
increased in 1950 after Provincial Brother
Jerome approached the Bishop, and as
a result the stipend for each brother was
increased to 175 pounds with 150 pounds
for a housekeeper, and with emphasis
again that no fundraising was to be carried
out by the Brothers. He also requested that
Brothers should increase school fees to be
handed to the Parish Priest. There was to be
a regular review, and by 1960 the stipend
had increased to 480 dollars per brother
for all three schools in the diocese.
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BATHURST 1954
St Patrick’s School
L to R seated:
Clement Connolly,
Alexius Higgins,
George Taylor.
Standing:
Baptist Hartridge,
Benedict Dakin,
Justinian Thompson

During the 1950’s Br Victor Eviston and Br
Alexius Higgins (a former student of De
La Salle Orange) were responsible for St
Patricks. Numbers increased as a result of
the number of migrants coming to Bathurst.
Primary classes always exceeded 50 pupils,
and with the growing confidence in the
school and the work of the brothers, we
saw one year 60 pupils presenting for First
Year. Father Leo Grant, now Administrator,
was approached about engaging a lay
teacher and a room was found in the NCGM
Club Rooms on the school property, and
the parish agreed to pay Mr Garrety, the
teacher of Third Class.
The Bishop gave permission for the
formation of an Old Students and Parents
Association to raise funds to pay teachers
and improve facilities, and at meetings of
the Association there was discussion of
building a new school. They provided many
valuable items of equipment and even
purchased an adjacent property in view of
a new school.

During the 1950’s Br Baptist (Ben Hartridge)
introduced the devotion to the Divine
Child through the Archconfraternity of the
Divine Child which was encouraged in all
De La Salle schools at that time. Prayer
for vocations was the main object and
the 25th of each month was recognised
as Vocation Day. Committees of students
were organised in the school and frequent
attendance at Mass and the Sacraments was
encouraged. Guild members were enrolled
each year and it eventually extended to
families and girls from the local school.

Bishop Borton and ADC Group

An Annual Mass and Dinner was held
for members of the Archconfraternity
in the Cathedral with the Bishop or the
Administrator presiding. Bishop Norton
on one such occasion made the following
statement “Some understand religion in
mind – but man was not only mind but heart,
and the Archconfraternity of the Divine
Child fostered the devotion of the heart.”
The Guest of Honour was occasionally a
former priest or brother from the school.
One of the first was Father Edwards
CM and on another occasion Brother
Stanislaus Fagan and Brother Peter
McIntosh. In 1958 Br Paschal organised with
the students a great Vocation exhibition
where pupils wrote to more than forty
Religious Orders for literature and material
and mounted a spectacular exhibition
viewed by many visitors.
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St Patricks produced several religious vocations from the pupils over the years – priests,
Hugh Delaney and Aub Edwards CM, commenced their education with the brothers, and
other pupils served as De la Salle brothers including Brother John Neil, Br Claude (Jim
Davis), Keith McFarland and in later years Br Stanislaus (Gavin Fagan), Br Martin(Robert
Blattman)Br Peter (Neville McIntosh).

Br John
Neil

Br Claude
Davis

Br Stanislaus
Fagan

Brother John Harney returned as Principal
in 1959 to a very different school he had
directed in the early 1940’s. The school had
reached maximum enrolment in excess of
300 students and an Intermediate class of
30. After Br Baptist Will made his first visit
to Bathurst as Provincial, he wrote of his
observations to Bishop Norton, mentioning
in particular how inadequate the buildings
were and suggested that in view of the
forthcoming Wyndham Scheme, new
buildings would be more economical than
renovating the existing building.
During 1961 there were a number of
letters exchanged with the Bishop and the
Administrator, Father Leo Grant, who had
become a good friend of the Brothers over
the years and did not want to lose them.
When suitable land was found Father Grant
visited Br Baptist with plans, but it was
realised that the cost involved under the
Wyndham Scheme in duplicating a Boy’s
Secondary school in Bathurst, could not
be justified when already 70 secondary
day boys were attending St Stanislaus, and
the remaining 100 from St Pats could be
more economically accommodated with
additions to the College.

Br Martin
Blattman

Br Peter
McIntosh

Br Baptist informed the
Bishop that his Council had
recommended changes
for the three diocesan
schools which included
withdrawing the brothers
from Bathurst, and to
strengthen the staffs in the
Orange and Dubbo schools. Bishop Norton
reluctantly accepted the situation and
agreed that the Brothers would withdraw
from Bathurst, but requested that they
remain until the end of 1963. Brother John
left in June for holidays overseas and was
replaced until the end of the year by Br
Michael Cooper.
At his Official Farewell on 2nd September,
before leaving for the Vatican Council,
the Bishop made the announcement
concerning the Bathurst schools. All
catholic secondary boys would attend
St Stanislaus College in 1964 where new
buildings would be provided, while the
Sisters of Mercy would be responsible for
the primary boys in their present building.
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Br Michael was present and stated, “The
announcement made by his Lordship must
have come as a shock, but the matter has
been under consideration for the past two
years – it is not a hasty decision. All angles
have been studied, and it is with the greatest
regret on the part of the brothers and his
Lordship that this step has been taken.”
Brother John returned to the school in 1963
and with larger numbers than expected.
The Bishop made his visit to the classes
as usual. It proved to be a very successful
year with the school assisted by the band
of St Bernard’s, Katoomba won for the first
time the coveted marching Shield at the
St Patricks day march, and took their place
with credit at the Concert. Mrs Bendall’s
Verse Speaking group was successful at
the Bathurst Eisteddfod and Michael Cassin
won his vocal. The students were equally
successful in both divisions of Athletics,
winning the Junior Shield and several
events in the Senior division.
Winning Marchers

The sad news of the death of Bishop Norton
was received on June 20th and at his
funeral the children of Bathurst, including
St Patrick’s students, for whom the bishop
had a fatherly interest formed a continuous
guard of honour over the two miles of
the funeral procession. Bishop Norton
had welcomed the Brothers to Bathurst in
1929 the year following his appointment
as Bishop and he died in June 1963 a few
months before the Brothers withdrew.

Br Paschal with athletes
The Brothers were officially farewelled at
a function on 4 December, 1963 attended
by the new Bishop A.R.E Thomas who had
arrived in Bathurst that day. Brother John
spoke at length, mentioning that more
than 60 brothers had served in Bathurst,
and he thanked the parents and Old
Boys Association, the Ladies Auxiliary for
the sincere and devoted co-operation
enjoyed by the Brothers over latter years.
He appealed to all to give this same cooperation to the Vincentian Fathers of
St Stanislaus College and the Sisters of
Mercy who would now be caring for their
boys. “Sorry as you say that you are to see
the Brothers go, the Brothers are sorrier
still,” he said.
The work of the Brothers was very well
summarised in the Editorial of the
Western Advocate,” Their going was
typical of the unassuming role of their
community in the educational and
sporting life of the city. For nearly forty
years the Brothers uncomplainingly
carried out an increasingly difficult task in
educating large numbers of the youth of
Bathurst. Their influence spread beyond
St Patrick’s School. It helped to mould
the characters of generations of Bathurst
youths who went on to become respected
citizens………….Now the Brothers have
gone, but they will be long remembered
by those they taught and by all with whom
they came in contact.”
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A splendid tribute and one well merited was made about
the influence of the Brothers in sporting circles. I quote“The De la Salle Brothers for more than 30 years took
the keenest interest in sport, and many will remember
the endeavours of Brother Eugene in co-operating with
Father Colomb in forming a Rugby Union team which
did so well in the local competition in the mid1930s.
This combination was the forerunner of the present
St. Patrick’s Club. Several of the Brothers took their
place on the field with the boys, while others took an
administrative part in League affairs. At one time a
brother acted as secretary to the League, with Brother
Alexius a dominant factor in the School Council.
The original St Patricks School building was demolished
in 1979 to make way for the Diocesan Chancery. The
original monastery was preserved as a heritage listed
building and is part of the diocesan chancery buildings.

St Patrick’s Student in Uniform
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LITHGOW
When the Brothers
arrived in Lithgow in
1953, Lithgow was
part of the Sydney
Archdiocese and the
two- storey sandstone
school building they
occupied had quite
a history dating back to 1892 when it
served as a Presbyterian boarding school.
The building had been sold during World
War 1 and used as a private dwelling
until acquired by the archdiocese of
Sydney to be used again as a school. The
invitation came from the parish priest at
the suggestion of Cardinal Gilroy, and Br
Dominic Finn was the foundation Director
and Principal. It commenced with three
primary classes in the sandstone building
known as Cooerwull Academy, hence the
name La Salle Academy.

The Brothers, Dominic,
Edmund and Daniel
were welcomed at a Civic
reception in January 1953
and an agreement with
the parish priest Father
Whelan was signed,
allowing brothers to
collect fees and as well each brother would
be paid 150 pounds annually. The parish
school was overcrowded and the Sisters of
St Joseph were happy to send Grades 4,
5.and 6 to the brothers.

Brother Hubert joined
the staff in 1954 when the
school now had additional
secondary classes. The
brothers were able to
move into permanent
quarters upstairs in the
original building in 1956.
The results in the Intermediate Certificate
were not encouraging with only seven
passing from the first 15 presented. The
Archconfraternity of the Divine Child was
commenced and pupils were welcome
into the Brothers Chapel. The feast of De
La Salle was celebrated for the first time
with all pupils at Mass in St Patricks Church
in 1958.
Br Matthew Kennedy assumed direction of
the school with an enrolment of 170 and
work continued on the grounds assisted
by a Parents’ group which was inaugurated
in 1961 with the permission of the parish
priest. As numbers increased lay teachers
were engaged and the local newspaper
wrote of the bright concert presented by
the La Salle students. Ten out of eleven
passed the external Intermediate and
five passed the Alternate course. Bishop
Muldoon conferred Confirmation in the
parish and later visited the classes.
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Lithgow was transferred to the Bathurst
Diocese in 1963 and Bishop Norton visited
the parish. He called on the Brothers who
were able to welcome him to the school but
he was unable at that time to visit classes.
It is interesting that he had only recently
agreed for the Brothers to leave Bathurst
at the end of that year. In the following
month Father Gallagher, the Inspector
of schools for the Bathurst diocese, also
visited the school.
During his next visit to the parish of
Lithgow, Bishop Norton called on the
school and visited all classes. In May he
was again in Lithgow when he installed
Father Connaughton as PP of Bowenfels
in the presence of a large congregation
of parishioners and the Brothers were also
present. His lordship Bishop Norton died
in Bathurst on 20th June in the same year.

The Brothers’ Residence
Work on the school grounds was one of
Br Matthew’s tasks the Oval was graded
and a Science room, Hall and metal room
was completed in time for the arrival of
Inspectors. Enrolments in the secondary
classes were very slow to increase with only
4 students in the last Intermediate, and the
first class of Form 4 under the Wyndham
Scheme with only 8 students.

Bishop Thomas confirmed boys at St Patricks
because of the lack of room at Bowenfels
after they were examined by Father Leo
Grant, and later visited the brothers and
inspected the grounds. Brother Matthew
established himself as a popular sportsman
with involvement in local sport winning
“Sportsman of the Week “after his bowling
and 101 score in Cricket. He left for Perth
at the end of 1964 and was replaced by Br
Josephus for one year when seven boys
passed the School Certificate exam in 1965
and two the old Intermediate with Daryl
Taylor being awarded a bursary.
Br Hugh (John Corkeron)
became director in 1966
and there was a slight
increase in enrolments
with 17 students in the
Form 4. Early in the
year the Principal with
re p re s e n t a t i v e s f ro m
both parishes met with
the Bishop to discuss the future of the
Academy, and the possibility of future coeducation with St Patricks girls. The results
of the School Certificate saw 15 of the
16 presented successful, while five won
Scholarships - nine were to continue studies
at Lithgow High or at Boarding schools.
These were the best results obtained by
the Academy since its opening. This year
Monsignor McMahon became parish priest
and a good friend of the brothers. He was
approached by Br Joachim to persuade
Sister Senen to allow the girls to perform in
the La Salle production of “HMS Pinafore”
which was a grand success and the
beginning of many other such productions
by Br Joachim.
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The plans for
additions to the
school were
announced in
May of 1967 and
Brther John was
sure that parents
and friends in
Lithgow would
support the
Catholic Building
Committee who set about raising funds for
the project. When a reporter for the local
newspaper visited the school, Br Hugh
had to assure him that the original stone
buildings would be preserved, while the
plans would include new science facilities,
classrooms, staff facilities and renovations
of the original buildings with a view to future
co-education in the catholic secondary
schools of Lithgow. The Wyndham Report
called for a complete review of the situation
in country catholic schools and 1968 saw
the girls from St Patricks join the boys at
LaSalle Academy and as well the secondary
students from Portland were transferred to
La Salle. The teaching staff was comprised of
brothers, sisters from St Patricks and some
lay teachers. Primary boys were retained at
St Patricks and Brother Philbert, who joined
the community in 1968, travelled each day
to the parish school. He was the only brother
to teach in St Patricks with the Sisters.
Bishop Thomas opened the new building
in the presence of civic leaders and a large
crowd of parents and students – the bishop
warmly congratulated the parents for their
generous support of this project - Lasalle
Academy had come of age.

Bishop Thomas visited and celebrated
Mass on 1st February. The parish priest,
Father Michael Keogh, provided a car for
the sisters travelling each day to the school.
The new Sport Houses were Solomon,
McKillop, Benildus and Tenison with the
famous John Doyle as a Captain.

Mons Sexton, Bishop Thomas, Br John
The enrolment of 210 in 1969 was a record
and 30 obtained the School Certificate
with several winning Scholarships and
proceeding to Lithgow High or other schools.
The school was visited by seven inspectors
and found everything in order granting
provisional registration and approving two
new subjects for 1970. The custom was
established for the staff to visit Portland for
a Parent/Teacher night each year.

Brother Hugh was Principal and Sister
Geraldine his deputy in a new secondary
school comprised of girls from St Patricks,
boys from La Salle and pupils from the
catholic secondary school at Portland.
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Father Manning was a popular priest
responsible for very meaningful liturgies
for the students celebrating a Mass or
Liturgy each 25th of the month. 1969 was
another successful year with 41 passing
the School Certificate and two students
winning Scholarships. At the end of 1971
Brother Hugh was given a public farewell
and thanked for his strong interest in
all community activities. He had been
responsible for introducing coeducation
and was involved with the Shamrock Rugby
League Club as a competent referee, and as
well was prominent in Cricket and Squash.

THE
COMMUNITY
AT KAGUA,
1982
Left to right:
Br John Waiange,
Br Cletus Storey,
Br Peter Kaiglo

Br Cletus Storey came to a well-established
school when he became Principal in 1972.
The Inspection after the 1971 School
Certificate renewed registration of the
school until 1976. The principal had to
settle parents when word came that the
De la Salle Brothers had informed Bishop
Thomas that they were only able to staff
two schools in the Diocese, and Lithgow
or Dubbo were being discussed as the
school likely to lose the Brothers. Parents
approached the Bishop and put their case
to retain the Brothers. Brother Philbert, who
had been a popular teacher at the primary
school, died in 1972 and his loss was felt by
the Sisters and his students and left a gap in
the community. Archbishop Douglas Young
SVD of Mt Hagen PNG recently reminded
Br David Provincial that he had been taught
by Br Cletus when he was a student at La
Salle Academy.

Br Joachim’s productions were popular
since the original “HMS Pinafore” and in
1973 the school produced to much acclaim
“Joseph” and as well the students were
active in inter-school debating, speech
festivals and social, cultural and sporting
activities in the city. When one of the junior
secondary students vandalised the local
Anglican church the Form 3 and Form 4
students asked the local Anglican pastor
to conduct an Atonement Service at which
students took part in readings and prayers.
Br John Hansen followed Br Cletus in 1974
but his stay was also short. He was a very
popular principal and the school continued
to grow as a very happy school and Br
Joachim’s production of “Oliver” played
over three nights to a packed house. It was
confirmed that the Brothers were staying
at Lithgow and an extra brother joined the
staff, and a grant was received to build
additional classrooms. On the feast of St
Joseph, the Bishop celebrated Mass in
the Sisters Chapel and the Brothers were
invited to attend. The Bishop praised and
thanked the sisters and brothers for their
work and joined them for Dinner.
“Annie Get Your Gun” was the next
production and once again it played over
three nights to appreciative audiences.
The Bishop visited for the feast of De La
Salle and spoke warmly to the students
and parents who also attended. In his last
year Br Joachim’s production of “South
Pacific” ran for four nights and was once
more hailed as a fabulous success. At the
end of the year he was fittingly farewelled
at an occasion full of joy after thirteen
years at La Salle.
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After sixteen years of service Brother
Hubert was transferred and given a fitting
farewell named in the local press as “a true
personality and citizen of Lithgow in his
own right”. He had been known as ‘Mayor
of South Littleton’ for some time. He was
one of the early pioneers of La Salle and
served for fourteen years before moving to
another community briefly, before returning
to Lithgow where he celebrated his Golden
Jubilee in 1977. The following year he
retired from the classroom, saying that he
did so with a great feeling of contentment.
La Salle celebrated 25 years in 1978 and
Bishop Thomas visited for the feast of St
De La Salle for a school of well over two
hundred students and with an established
reputation in the city of Lithgow. The school
received another building grant of 250,000
dollars used to complete a new library and
other necessary facilities.

THE LITHGOW
COMMUNITY
15, December
1988
Left to right:
Maurice Salmon,
Vincent O’Neill,
Gabriel O’Shea.

Br Maurice arrived in 1979 and he speaks of
a very happy school and with a settled staff.
Brother Maurice also speaks of wonderful
relations with the parish clergy of Lithgow
and Bowenfels - Mons Sexton, Mons Peter
Shannon and Father John Moore which
made his work in the school so much
happier and rewarding. When the new
parish council was formed, he was invited
as a member representing educational
interests in the parish.

During 1980 he was informed by Brother
Provincial Quentin that the Superior of the
Sisters of St Joseph had been in contact
with him, and that the Sisters of St Joseph
would be leaving the Secondary school
at the end of the year but two would
be remaining in the parish school. The
Brothers’ community had been reduced to
three brothers including Br Vincent O’Neil
and Gabriel O’Shea who were to spend
some time at Lithgow.
The Sisters withdrew from the school in
1981 leaving three brothers and eighteen
lay teachers. In the absence of the Sisters,
Brother Maurice had to find a responsible
female staff member to fulfil the role of
Mistress of girls. He had no hesitation in
approaching Mrs Vanessa Glendinning
but she hesitated as she was not a
Catholic. Brother reassured her and she
fulfilled that role for many years. When
the Brothers left Lithgow she was made
a Benefactor of the De La Salle Brothers
together with Mrs Pat Taylor, Secretary,
and Mr John Stitt Deputy to Brother John,
three staff members who had given long
and loyal service to the Brothers.
This same year saw the Brothers celebrating
their Tercentenary in November with fitting
celebrations. Brother Aloysius Carmody,
the Federal Director of Catholic Education,
gave an informative and much appreciated
lecture to a large audience of parents,
staff, ex-students, the Bishop and parish
clergy which was followed by a Dinner.
The following morning at a special parish
Sunday Mass the same large crowd heard
both Bishop Thomas and Mon. Shannon
speak with gratitude and thanks to the
Brothers. Brother Maurice hopes that the
time capsule to mark the Tercentenary,
buried near the Statue of the Sacred Heart
at the entrance, will not be forgotten.
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News of the transfer of Br Maurice at the
end of 1986 was noted in the local press
and I quote, “Students at La Salle will be a
little poorer at the start of next year with the
transfer of a popular principal -- Br Maurice
made a strong impact not only on the
school but the city as well and his departure
will be missed by many”.

The Sisters of St Joseph withdrew from La Salle
Academy in 1981. They were sadly missed in the
school, but their continuing work within the Parish
is still very much appreciated.

The numbers continued to grow and a
third Form 1 was added. Brother Maurice
invited Brother Gerard Rummery to
conduct a seminar on the Catholic School
during a pupil free day. It was appreciated
as a valuable day and teachers were most
impressed by Br Gerard’s input. Bishop
Thomas retired about this time and all at La
Salle were shocked to hear of his death so
soon after his retirement.
Christmas holidays had often been a
problem so it was necessary to have a
brother remain as caretaker, on occasions
visitors, including Brother Hubert, were
welcome to fill the role. It was a popular
house for the De La Salle Brothers and for
several years visiting brothers joined the
community for the annual retreat where
Mons Shannon assisted with the liturgy.
Brother Gabriel O’Shea had been Deputy
and a popular member of local sporting
groups especially the Cricket club for
several years when he left for the Missions
in PNG. He was replaced by Brother Paul
Pearce in 1985 where the enrolment had
reached 290 and the latest additions,
including a library and staff facilities, were
completed and blessed by Mon Shannon
and Father Sexton.

The return of Br John Corkeron was well
received, remembered during his earlier
period as Br Hugh and a popular Principal, who
had been responsible for the first buildings
and the inauguration of co-education in
1968. He returned to the Bathurst Diocese
where he had previously given twenty years’
service in the four De La Salle schools. His
former students welcomed him as some of
them by this time had children of their own
at the school. He was joined by a popular
parish priest in Father Adrian Horgan who
enjoyed his work in the school and had been
a popular chaplain with the Brothers at James
Sheahan High in Orange.

STAFF

Front row: (L to R) Br Vincent O’Neil, Mr Brian Morrissey,
Mrs Karen Shawcross, Father Adrian Horgan,
Brother John Corkeron, Mr John Stitt, Mr Denis McKnight,
Mrs Vanessa Glendinning, Mr Joe Ousby.
2nd row: Mrs Jacqui Buckley, Mrs Anne Clarke,
Mr Bernard Musgrave, Mr John Lynch, Mr Chris James,
Mr Michael Stamper, Mr John Lea, Ms Joan Byrne
3rd row: Mrs Nerida Henschell, Ms Elizabeth McConville,
Mr Dean Oxley, Ms Sharon Flynn, Mr Barry Walker
Absent: Mrs Megan Harris, Mr Stephen Jessett
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After his return tragedy struck when Arthur
Dicker, a voluntary worker, was killed while
working with heavy machinery to improve
the grounds. He had been a regular worker
over the years with the volunteer fathers’
group which included Pat Roebuck, Vin
Egan, John Morrissey and Ray Egan. Later
the school introduced an Interschool Cross
Country event and at the first running
LaSalle won the Arthur Dicker Memorial
Trophy presented by his son, Robert Dicker,
an ex-student of La Salle.
In 1989 saw Br Ray Khan as Deputy and
when he was transferred Br Albert a teacher
of Art, and two retired brothers joined the
community. Brother Anselm drove students
in the school bus to courses and functions,
and also added to Br Vincent’s work in
improving the grounds and gardens,
so much so that La Salle won the school
trophy for Best School in the Tidy Towns
competition. Brother Xavier helped to put
the School administration on computer and
assisted students with computer studies.
Brother John was happy when the Catholic
Education Office appointed Mr John Stitt, a
long- standing staff member, as his Deputy
in 1991. In March 1992 another important
event for La Salle was the Blessing and
Opening by Bishop Dougherty of a long
awaited and well-appointed Assembly Hall.
In 1993 La Salle had great pride in the fact
that John Stack, a member of the successful
1981 Class had won the University Medal
for Academic Achievement.
Brother William Firman
Provincial wrote to Bishop
Dougherty later in 1991
to inform him that it would
be necessary to close the
community at the end

of 1994 and during the next three years
the brothers were aware that their time
at Lithgow would be ending and news
was released as necessary over the next
couple of years when all, including the
staff, parents and students were sad at
the prospect of seeing the Brothers leave
Lithgow.
It was disappointing for Br John and the
Brothers that they would not be here to see
the school advance to Higher Certificate
level in 1998. Brother John writing in his
final report in 1994 remarked, ‘Sorrow and
joy are the mixed feelings of the Brothers
as they withdraw from La Salle Academy
after forty-two years working here in
Lithgow. In all these years only thirty-two
brothers have formed part of the Brothers’
Community but the experience has been
enriching for them. Lay teachers and the
Sisters of St Joseph have been in this area
far longer and the Brothers have rejoiced
to share with them in the apostolate of
Catholic education”.
On December 4 1994 the Official
Farewell to the Brothers took place in an
atmosphere of thanks and gratitude in
the presence of Bishop Dougherty, city
officials, parents and ex-students. Br Kevin
Moloney Provincial and most of the former
Principals of La Salle were present with
many of the former staff members.
One of the outstanding ex-students, no
less a person than John Doyle, of “Roy and
HG” gave a parting address at the farewell
to the Brothers “Was there a more astute coach in the art
of sweeping back line play than Br Hugh?
Would Denis O’Brien have played for the
State Catholic side without him?
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Would Lyndon Lawless have fallen in love
for the first time with Loretta Blair without Br
Joachim’s determination to produce HMS
Pinafore? Would I have had the opportunity
to tread the boards for the first time without
that production?
………………for my
relationship with knowledge and how I
view the world, either because of them or
despite them, so much so, that whenever I
am asked where I was educated I don’t say
Lithgow High or Newcastle University, I say
Lasalle Academy Lithgow, and whenever I
do say that I am automatically reminded of
the small group of giant men, who, dressed
in stark black sat in the first pew on the right
hand side of St Pats Church, who made us
all stand to answer a question,…….. and
who did their level best to shape us into
something of some substance, and I think
I can speak for all of us here who wouldn’t
have it any other way”.

In the intervening years 32 Brothers
have graced our city, their religious and
educational work supplemented for a time
by the Sisters of St Joseph and now by a
dedicated lay staff.
Whilst the contribution of the DLS Brothers
to the education of our youth is incalculable,
their impact on the wider city has been
considerable. The Brothers have always
taken an active interest and participation
in the social, sporting and cultural activities
of the city.

The following Mayoral
minute was passed on
19-12-94 and a framed
copy sent to Br Kevin
Moloney, Provincial.

The current Principal, Brother John
Corkeron, who has spent 14 years in two
periods at La Salle, typifies the impact
the brothers have made on our city and
individuals. Dedicated to his faith and
vocation, Br John’s wonderful ecumenical
approach to his vocation has insured
that the influence of, and respect for
the DLS Brothers spreads far wider than
the Catholic city. The great sadness of
the decision to withdraw the DLS Order
from Lithgow is that we lose wonderful
characters such as Br John.

“ The DLS Order of
teaching Brothers have
made a decision to
withdraw from Lasalle
Academy at the end of the 1994 scholastic
year thus ending over four decades of
dedicated and loyal service to the education
of the youth of our district.

At the end of their 42 years of dedication
to Catholic education in Lithgow, the DLS
Order can be justly proud of the legacy they
are leaving behind, and no doubt La Salle
Academy will continue to be an important
link in the education of our youth. The
Brothers may be leaving but their spirit and
example will long remain.

The DLS Order commenced their service
to our city in 1953 when the Archbishop of
Sydney purchased the Cooerwull Academy.
Many of us have fond memories of Brothers
Dominic, Edmund and Daniel, the original
staff of the Academy.

I ask that Council will join with me in
thanking Br Kevin Moloney, Provincial of
the DLS Order, for the contribution his
Order has made to education in Lithgow
since 1953. G.F. Martin, Mayor.

38

THE DE LA SALLE BROTHERS
IN THE BATHURST DIOCESE

Connect with Us:
www.delasalle.org.au
admin@delasalle.org.au
+61 (02) 9795 6400
lasalleanzppng
@lasalleanzppng
@lasalleanzppng
www.linkedin.com/company/lasalleanzppng
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